
Pinellas County

Staff Report

Subject:

Transfer case of Arthur Basner v. Heritage Village & Inn, LLC; HUD Case No. 04-17-6733-8; PC
Case No. 17-011 to another legal services provider.

Recommended Action:
Authorize County Attorney to transfer case of Arthur Basner v. Heritage Village & Inn, LLC; HUD
Case No. 04-17-6733-8; PC Case No. 17-011 to another legal services provider.

Strategic Plan:
N/A

Summary:
This lawsuit arose from an incident investigated by the Pinellas County Office of Human Rights in
which there was cause to believe a violation of housing discrimination had occurred.  Subsequent to
the Board authorizing suit, the case was referred to outside counsel; however, due to irreconcilable
differences in the representation of the complainant, outside counsel seeks to withdraw from
representation.  Because Pinellas County has recently contracted with additional legal service
providers through the County’s competitive procurement process, this case is being transferred to
alternative counsel that was not listed in the original agenda memo.  The transfer is being done with
prior notice to and without objection from the complainant.

Background Information:
This matter was brought before the Board on September 14, 2017, under Legistar item no. 17-
1482A.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

Staff Member Responsible:
Jewel White, County Attorney
Brijesh Patel, Assistant County Attorney

Partners:
Office of Human Rights

Attachments:
N/A
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