
Summary:  ESP applicaƟon 45290, Florida InternaƟonal University, is considered a Special Industrial project that propos-
es to install a self-contained SensiƟve Compartmented InformaƟon Facility (SCIF) within their exisƟng space where the 
NaƟonal Forensic Science Technology Center is located.  A SCIF is a U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) accredited instal-
laƟon where sensiƟve compartmented informaƟon may be stored, used, discussed and/or electronically processed or 
viewed.  DOD and government contractors use a SCIF to look at informaƟon specific to their contract.  A “shared” SCIF 
means that mulƟple agencies and businesses can uƟlize the facility at different Ɵmes. 

The NaƟonal Forensic Science Technology Center at Florida InternaƟonal University (NFSTC@FIU) believes this locaƟon 
is ideal for the local defense industry sector. It is centrally located in Pinellas County, home to over 800 defense contrac-
tors.  NFSTC@FIU is a cleared DOD facility and also houses addiƟonal DOD contractor companies. NFSTC@FIU’s custom-
er, USSOCOM headquartered at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, has indicated the need for SCIF space in Pinellas Coun-
ty, preferably located in or near NFSTC@FIU as a satellite of their operaƟons. The site formerly housed Raytheon offices 
which had a SCIF in the same locaƟon. The communicaƟons infrastructure is sƟll present.  The building has a facility wide 
uninterrupƟble power source (UPS) and is not located within an evacuaƟon zone. 

Target Industry Linkage: The SCIF would provide Pinellas with a compeƟƟve edge over other locaƟons and would help 
exisƟng defense contractors review and bid on classified contracts that could increase their workforce. The SCIF would 
expand opportuniƟes for defense service providers and subcontractors to do business efficiently with USSOCOM and 
MacDill Air Force Base, as well as provide an extension of the base itself.   

Development Team: SCIF SoluƟons was founded in 2004 and is a Service Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business based 
in Jacksonville, Florida.   SCIF SoluƟons will manufacture and install the SCIF.   The NaƟonal Forensic Science Technology 
Center (NFSTC@FIU), founded in Pinellas County in 1995, provides forensic services including training, assessment, re-
search and technology assistance to the jusƟce, military, homeland security and forensic communiƟes.  NFSTC@FIU is 
currently a DOD cleared facility and will complete the DOD cerƟficaƟon process for the SCIF, as well as operate and 
maintain the facility.  

Staff RecommendaƟon: Funding Approval.  The project aligns with the ESP goal for projects that include unique pro-
posals that would enhance the County’s ability to create/retain target industry jobs or would otherwise contribute to an 
improved local economy (e.g., R&D faciliƟes, business incubators, SensiƟve Compartmented InformaƟon Facility). 

Development:  MulƟ Use SCIF  

Developer:  Florida InternaƟonal University - 

Department of NaƟonal Forensic Science Technology 
Center 

Address:  8285 Bryan Dairy Road, Largo 

Type:  Special Industrial Project 

Total Square Footage:  500 

* Total Development Costs:  Not to exceed $275,000 

* ESP Funding:  Not to exceed $275,000 

*UPDATED AMOUNTS 9/1/2021 

Pinellas County Economic Development  PCED.org/ESP 727-464-7332 


