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DEDICATION 

For those who w~nder lost in dl:\rKness 
___ Yet never_?top movin~_ tow~rd_ the li~ht. -----------··--

...... for tht??~ ~hi:? r~f~?~_:l::ci Jt??~ f0ithir:i th12ir:-pQ:f:-12r1+:i01, ............. . 
_______ ~!ld c.onst~nt:!y_p~~h_f_o_r_~_b._e_t_t_e_r_li_f_e_. ---------t---

For those who re-tlASe to ~ive 1Ap, this booK is for yo_lA_, ___ ,_ _ 
_____ B_e_li_e~ve_in~yo1Arself ~nd never forAet: 

There will ~lw~'ls be someone ~ro1And to 

--------------""""··-·-·--·····-···········••.--.-, ----

-·······-··----·-··-·--·------1-

-----------····---·--···-··-·-·---··-----1 

..................... -·•-•'"""- ··- ·--- ................... , .. _.. ___ ,.,., ____________________ ___, __ 
--------~----·-··-·-------

---------··-.............. ____________ _ 

---------·--------·-·------·------·- --·····--

-------------- --·-··------·-----·-····--·--··-· .. 

--------·-·-··----·- ------

--·····-··-·-····-····· .. ·· .. ,·-····-··········-· 



Prolo~IAe 

---1------·-_·-_s_t_;rti~~ v.Jrit;;;;>N;w f'e~t1Ares ;ss;~swritten b'I ~nd 
~boiAt h~m~lt2SS> un~c.c.o":'p~nie~ 'fOIAths, "u--;.v. v-Jhi~h ~re 
p;rt~~ip;~ts ~* s+:;rt:~;Ri~i:it, N~wCSRNi th~s;;;;-- -- ································ \ ........... . 

testimoni~ls were c.ompos;d f'or c.ollec.,e eSS~'fs, --------
sc.hohrships or post-c.,r~d1A~te schools. SRN is endinc.,"--t_h_e __ _ 

_ _,__ __ c.,ener~tion~I C.'fc.le of' homelessness ~nd povert'I. These 
rem~rk~ble stories ~nd the voices of' these SRN st1Adents 
testif''I to the power of' determin~tion ~nd hope. 

--~ -··--···-·-··----·····-- ··-··- ---•--"'" ------·-···· .. --·,·-·---···---- .. -·- .... ····-··--'"--•···'". 

' 
---•--------------------------------------------

-------------------- ---·······-··---···--------· ---- .. -·•··--.. 

---·-···-~---····-'"-·- -------

···-········-··-············-······-······ 

----~ -------·- ··-· ·------·-·----

--·-··-··--·----····-··-···· (♦.::\ j ~i~~ilNG 
~Now' 

-----··--·-· 



FOREvJORD 

_____ 'y.Je 0tl1 h0tve "' sh::ir_\l,_ _________________ ------<_ 

And b~£pre if I were i-o wrii-e mine io__0t_~Q=Oc,__k_c'>-"------t--
····· JtwQl,,\ld ___ l:::>.e_$t0tmp.ec:l IRbGJ;t:?.'( 

I feli- i-he effec.i-s_of P"'~in~---
1 ho.ve h~ken m":/ own wrisi- 0tnd C.l,.\T ini-o i-he vein. 
Mosi- of '(OI,.\ kY')ow i-h0ti- I W0tS D0tdd":(~prei-i-":(_c.,·1~r_l.,_ ____ _ 
Bl,.\i- in 0tc.i-l,.\0tlii-:y I didn'i- feel prei-i-" 0ti- 0tll. 
The l0ti-e ni'-'hi- visii-s 0tnd i-he sofi- c.omm0tnds "Don'i­

i-ell momm'/11 

___ AUji- lefi-_me wo.s_ f eelinc., diri-)1 .. _____ _ 
vJh'(_~o.sn'i- I wori-h'(_'? __________________ 

1 
__ _ 

_ DG\ddyl WG\S sµpposed ____ i-o he )IOl,.\r __ b0tb'(! ......... . 
__ \.Jk'>' wpl,.\lcl'yCI,.\ hl,,\ri- me'?.. __________ -------,---

! needed '(01,.\> wh'I C.ol,.\ldn'i- 'l=O~l,.\~Se=e='? ___________ _,_ _ 
_ \.Jbo.Lo.!Lyol,.\r spec.i0tl i-ol,.\c.hes were doin'3 i-o me? ______ _ 

I WG\ni-ed '(Ol,.\r love, I W0tni-ed i-o be D0tdd'l's Iii-He ~i~r~l.----+-­
Bl,.\i- who.i- ":!:(_01,.\ m0tde me m0tde m'I si-om0tc.h c.hl,.\rn "'·-'-'n=d"----+--­

c.l,.\rl. 
___ \-Jhen IJopked_ini-p i-he mirror__! c.ol,.\lc:ln'i-_s.ee __ wh0ti-_ i-he'f--+-­

S0tW 

____ 0ke1Se)''(OI,.\ o.re be0tµi-~·~,f~l,.\=l'_' ____ _ 
___ How'? when l __ hG\v.e_so m0tny fl0tws 

Do ":!:(_01,.\ see m'l~rm? __________________ _ 

Those c.1.1i-s hold m'I dG\r~k~e=s~t-~s=e=c.~r~e~i-~s_. ________ _,__ 
The 0ti-i-empi-s i-o end m":!:(__l~i~~e _____________ ,___ 

C0tn ":!:(_01,.\ feel m:y,-'h'-"e="'='-r--'-i-~'?------------------+-­
li-'s broken "'P~"',~r,_i-~------------------•-

__ How CG\n O.r:l'(Qn.e ever love m~~----·-·-----------------·-·---·-··--·-··-·----+---
- vJhenJ_h0tve so mO\n'y SCG\rS. ___________________ ----,,-

1 c.ol,.\ldn'i- help_~i-> I si-0trt-ed pHtt_it::i'3-W~ t:31,,\0tr-c:l$, ________ _ 
__ L Wo.$_$CO\r.ec::l thO\to.ll_tb.e Pn.es I lov.ec:l wol,.\ld c::l_.epO\r_i-__ _ 

Like I WG\S jl,.\si- some piece of i-r0tsh i-o disc.0tr~d=-c_. -----+--

1 w0ts sc.o.red,~s 0tlon.~e,~':•----------------<e-



I wish I c.oL-\ld ho.ve Known 
M\/ heo.rt- mo.\/ ho.ve been broken bL-\t- it- 1s st-ill int-o.c.t-. 

---f-__ M__,1'1_ po.st- will not- leo.ve me ho.ndic.o.p_.p_e_d_. _______ _ 
I look int-he mirror o.nd o.ltbo~c.,hit.~t-ill mo.y be 

c.ro.c.Ked,. _________ ._ ---------·------
! Se<!?:_~ysel-t c.leo.r:ly."'r:ac::l l o.m 9et-t-iY19~ys;<!?:l£.~"'~'. 

---f----·---·--------------------------

___ M_y w1n9s mo.y be crooked bL-\t- +-hey will st-ill -rly ___ _ 
___ l_m_o.y -to.II down bL-\t- I will st-ill 9et- L-\p o.nd t-ry 

Never in~po.ble bL-\t- -tL-\11\1 ~po.ble 
I o.m st-ronC1er t-ho.n yoL-\ ever t-hoL-\9ht- possible 

................ ____ T_h_is_ \'Jorld wo.s meo.1'1:t for. me t-o c.ho.1'19.,_e ______ ·-· 
-+---__ D_ .o._d_d_'{ __ ~'i- SL-\c.c.ess will be m_y_r_e_v_e_n_9,_e _______ ......... _. __ __ 

. MY ro0r. is o.s loL-\c::l "'s; "' l~'?i:t's; __ _ 
____ -· I o.m 9oinc.,. t-o sing,_ I o.m !30in9 t-o shoL-\t-. 

I o.m not- o.-tro.id. 
List-en t-o my words we o.11 ho.ve OL-\r st-ories, 
BL-\t- +-his IS OL-\r c.ho.nc.e -tor o. new slo.t-e. 
'we o.11 ho.ve OL-\r sc.o.rs, we o.re per-tec.t-ly -tlo.wed. 
Do yoL-\ Know how mo.ny wonders yoL-\ ~n creo.t-e? 

-·-· .. __ yJe ho.ve 9t:>netbr.:''?!:'."'3hbell o.nd t-hr-0~9h it- o.11 we ho.ve 
-tOL-\9ht-. ·----·------.. ---··------·-- ......... __ _ 

-··-· ........ ..... __ Y'f~_ ho!c::lj!:' -·"-~r:s;elves +-h~ eot~nt-io.l -tor mo.9ic., ____ _ 
__ Even t-hoL-\9h oL-\r st-ories ho.ve been t-ro.9~c.. __ ._ -·-------

Look o.+- me I L-\nderst-o.nd \IOL-\> I Know who.+- yoL-\ went­
t-hroL-\C1h-

BL-\t- who.+- ho. pened does not- ho.ve t-o de-tine yoL-\. 
M\I book 1s no lon9er o. +-ro.9edy,, __________ _ 
I t-hinK I will ~II it- TENACITY. 
I looked int-o t-he mirror o.nd I -tino.lly so.w who.+- +-hey o.U ...... 

See. 
--·-·-·-1------·-"-•"••---··-------------.- .. ---·--···---- ···-·------~--····-··-····--··-

I so.id hello t-o +-he beo.L-\t-i-tL-\I me. . ..................................... _________ _ 

-+-------····---······ -----··· -···· .. ··········-·······--··-·· ,, ............... -----·····-·····- ----------

kelSe\l Mit-c.hell 



············-·-····-·-······ ·····························--------···················--··········· ------···----·-· .. -··--"•""-••···-···---.. - -----

·················-·········-················--- --·-··········-·······'"··············· 
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---·--···-·-··----.. - ... - ....... _. ______________ - ··-····--···---·····-··-····------------<-

-------------·-··-·····-····-........... _ .. __ -+--
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----····-·--··-- ·----.......... - .. ·-·- .. ·---....... --·-- ..... _ .. _ .................... _ ...... -------
Amillio _________ _ 

_ ---_ .. ·--·_---_·--_--·_··-···-_-··-·-·_· _____ · _--_--Am_·····-···_······-_~ll_-~~--·-~r~d1A~+49d ~~om Bl~ke fi'3h-1--

School. He is ciArren+ly ~ ~reshm~n ~+ 

________ H_il_ls_b_o_ro_lA_~h Comm1Ani+'.Y. Colle~e wi+h +he 
...................... -......... ----.......... ______ .. _ ................. _ ........ - .... -----

--· .. ·--·-·----·----·········· ______ .. ji:it~i:itif>t:i_ Q:! bec.omji:i'3_ .. ~_fir_~£ji:,h+er. 
--- ············-········ .. --.-·--····-··---·-····-····• .. ··-----··························· .. ····-···-·----·I 

...... - ... -....................... -- ---........... -....................... ---•-·--· .... -

·--·-·--· .... ·--·-·--.. - -----------...... _ ........... ·-·-----.. - ---- __ _, 

---------.. --.----·----------------------• 
____ ......... _ .............. ____ ........ -.. 

---- ·--.... -... ---............. ----·- .......... -........ _ ................... -.......... - .......... -.. --•-----
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\-le sleep in pL<blic. p<1rl<s; it- dr<1ws less <1ttent-ion t-h<1n superst-ore P"'rkin':l lot-s. M'I ~d <1tt<1c.hes " 

w<1t-er hose t-o spi':)Ot-s -l'or ...s t-o shower. Che<1p dish det-er~nt- -l'L<nc.t-ions <IS oL<r bod'/ w<1Sh, sh<1mpoo 

<1nd <1nt-ib"lc.t-eri<1l S0<1p- Showerin':l n~d ':lives me <1nxiery, t-he inevit-<1bl'I cold hoSe WG\t-er m"lkes 

showerin':l miser<1ble. In t-he wint-er, when t-he o..t-side t-emper<1t-L<re ph.in':les int-o t-he mid-t-hirt-ies, m'I d"d 

insist-s I b"lre t-he -l'ri':lid <1ir in pL<rsuit- o-1' h'l':liene. In <1ddit-ion t-o pedest-ri<1ns, we c.onst-<1nt-l'I worry <1boL<t-
·-·--····-··· ·····--··"·····-··--·-··-· ···········-·•.-• ··-·-----··-· --···--·----·--·· 

ro<1min':l p<1rk m<1n<1~rs <1nd police officers p<1t-rollin':l t-he <1re<1-
------- -·-·····-------- -------·-- ---- -----

1-l'ind sleep on" -l'ew P"'nels o-1' C-<1rdbo<1rd oL<t-side. lt-'s di-1'-l'ic.L<lt- -l'or me t-o sleep int-he b"lc.Kse<1t- o-1' 
....................... 

oL<r C"lr since I'm over six -l'eet- t-<1II <1t- 1/o '1e<1rs old. Police sirens w"lke me. M'I he<lrt- plL<mmet-s int-o m'I 
-· --·-·-

st-om<1ch <IS I -l'r<1nt-i=ll'1 look <1round -l'or m'I p<1rent-s. M'I d"d "ppe<1rS beside me bL<t- we re<1liz.e m'I mom 

is st-...c.k in t-he bushes we L<Se <IS oL<r rest-room. The pofice evict- us o-l'-1' t-he premises "nd we're b"lc.k t-o 

Slt""re one. 

A -l'ew mont-hs e<1rlier, m'I -l'<1mi!-i <1nd I were .forced t-o move o..t- o-1' o..r t-r<1iler beC-<1USe we COL<!dn't-

"-!'ford t-he week!'/ rent-. M'I d<1d SU':J':Jest-ed we live in our C"lr t-o SG\Ve mone'I- \-le moved o..t- o-1' t-he 

t-r<1iler <1nd pursued t-he open r0<1d, Livin':l in " C"lr W"ISn1t- t-oo b"d; except- -l'indin':l " pl<1ce t-o sleep, 
·····--·······-····· -···-·······-········-······-···· 

Ever'/ ~'I we "t-e Tl/ dinners, S"lndwic.hes or Mc.Don<1lds. M'I ~d bou':lht- " mic.roW<,ve <1nd kept- it- in 
--· -· --···-~--- ...... ,. ___ -----·-

t-he C"lr on t-op o-1' our picnic. cooler, which Served <IS our .freezer. Once school st-"rt-ed, m'I d"d dropped 
...................... 

us of-I' "t- m'I mom's job, since school W"IS wit-hin w<1ll<in':l dist-<1nce. A-l't-er school, I W"llked t-o t-he libr<1ry 
·---·-·----·-· -----... -

t-o .finish homework "nd W"lit- for m'I mom. The c.'lc.le cont-inued for t-he next- ei':lht- mont-hs; .find " p"rk 

t-o sleep in, disc.ret-e!-i he"t- our .food, w~ "'P e"r!-i <1nd le"ve .for school/work be.fore we were C"IU':Jht-. 

One d"'I• t-he school =lied me down t-o t-he m<,in o-1'-l'ice beC"IL<Se t-he'I Sent- m'I p"rent-s m<1il t-o o..r 

old "ddress. I rem<,ined silent- <IS t-he'I <1Sked for m'I new <1ddress. I didn't- know wh"t- t-o S"I'/- M'I 

':l"'id<1nce counSelor <1Sked wh'I I wouldn't- ':live m'I new "ddress <1nd I W"IS .forced t-o spill m'I st-ory. Short-I'/ 

<1-l't-er, m'I ':luid<1nce COL<nselor recommended St-<1rt-in':l Ri':lht-, Now CSRN), " pr0':)r<1m .for homeless t-eens, 
.....................• ···--······-···-··----- --·--- -·············· ................ _, _________ 

<1nd set- up "n int-erview. D...rin':l t-he int-erview, t-he Exe=t-ive Direct-or o-1' SRI'/ S<1id i-1' I w"IS "c.cepi-ed, 
----·---- ---· 

______ ., ____ 
-------···-

t-he'I COL<ld help me wit-h " pl"ce t-o sleep, food, " s"vin':ls "c.COL<nt-, job "nd rnt-orin':l "ISSist-"nce. It-
--·-·······--···· ·--- -·-·······-···---· ·-· ······----- .. 

sounded t-oo ':JOOd t-o be t-rue. A-l't-er t-he int-erview, I "nxiousl'I w<1it-ed .\'or weel<s unt-il I .found out- I W"IS 
-··--·-·-··-·- -·------··-·- ----·-· ··-·········--- --·--·· ·-· -··-

<1c.cept-ed int-o t-he pr0':)r<1m. I moved int-o their t-r"nsit-ion<1l housin':l -l'"c.iliry "nd -l'elt- " hu~ wei':lht- lift-

o-1'-I' m'I shoulders. The ot-her st-L<dent-s "ll come -l'rom diverSe b"lc.k':lrounds wit-h different- st-ories bL<t- we 

"II h<1ve one t-hin':l in common, we <1re homeless. 

A-l't-er " -l'ew short- weel<s, t-he pro':lr"m c.h<1n':Jed m'I life. I P"rt-ic.ip.,t-ed in compL<t-er lit-er<1c.'1 c.l"ISSeS, 

t-L<t-orin':l, " le"dership c.l"ISs <1nd " diversiry ret-re<1t-- I never did well in school or knew how t-o express m'I 

emot-ions but- SRN helped me overcome m'I obst-<1c.les. Now, m'I ':lr"des <1re improvin':l <1nd I'm le<1rnin':l 
-····---- ------- ·-·--------···· -·-·--·-·- ······--··--·--···-··· 

"bo"t- t-he world. I've been "ble t-o experience t-hin':ls I've never been expOSed t-o, such <IS e"t-in':l <1t- " nice 
--··---- ·····---··- ·--- -·· --··-·-··---·---·-······-----

rest-<1ur<1nt-. I feel blessed t-o h<1ve t-his opporrnnit-'I beCG\l,\Se it-'s " Se!ec.t-ive pro':Jr<1m- I never t-ho..':lht-
-- -· --···· ·----·---···· ---~-------

colle':le would be possible. I no lon':ler wonder i-1' I'm ':JOi,,':J t-o colle':le, I wonder which colle':le I w~I ':JO t-o. I'm 
··-··- ···--1'······ ..... - -·- ---·---·-·-··- ... -·····-···- ··-··-··-···-···· ---·---·--····--· 

exc.it-ed t-o pursue " de':lree in exercise science "nd c.h<>Se m'I dre"m o-1' workin':l in t-he field of sport-s. I 

"lso w<1nt- t-o ':live b"lc.k t-o m'I communiry b'I voh.int-eerin':l <1t- schools "nd sh<1rin':l m'I st-ory wit-h kids in 

sit-L<<1t-ions simil<1r t-o mine. I w<1nt- t-o be <1n eX<,mple of h<1rd worK P"'lin':l of-I', b'I h<1vin':l " suc.c.ess-l'L<I, 

h"PP'I endi~ t-o m'l li-l'e st-ory. 



--···-------·-·- ·-·-·-----· ........... ._ __ . ________ .... ________ ........... ·····--·----·- --·----····--·······-·-········--···-···-····-···-·--------+---

Anne-MG\rie 

_________ A_-n_n_i_e_gri::\dl.,\G\+ed--~r-om GG\i+her High 

School. She gri::\dl.,\G\+ed from Floridi::\ S+G\+e 

Universi+y G\nd received G\ BG\chelor of 

-- ·------~c~nc~-,-nEl~m~nti::\ry_~~l.,\ci::\+,on~ She is 

_ _ ___ __ _ _ ________ -----~=---cl.,\rren+Iy G\_ Lf+hgri::\d~-t~~c.h~r ~or-

Pinelli::\S Col.,\n+y Pl.,\blic ~chools. 

---------------------------------·---

-------- -------·-···- ··- ·--·-------------··- ---- ... ··-----·----· 

--••••••••-•••••••••••••• •••-•••••••••••••--•- --••••- ••• .. ••••-- •-•--.e••-M •• 

----···-··-------·--··--

---------------11-



M'( dc:1d chose his '3irlfriend over me. Prett'( simple. I wc:\S not welcome c:1t his 

. ::'me ':let my.~r:-~c,ut '?~.~~el.~"'-b':~~e.~e.-~_ric,t c:1 storc:1'3': 1A_riit.
11 

To c:1vo._i .. d···············-·······-··-········ 
conflict, I went .\'J~e.ri he wc:\S c:1t work c:1nd '3rc:1bbed the hc:lsics_-:::_=-~'?:'::h_e_s_c:1_n_d ____ _ 

necessitie~:~i:t::~in dc:1'(S I we,ri:r~rc,m hc:1vin'3 c:1 ~e,Cl,\re home c:1nd~~vin'3S c:1ccou11:t::, ... :t::o 

·---·- _ bein':l homeless. 

LAntil 11 p.m. c:1nd then complete homework LAntil l c:1.m. Mc:1n'( dc:1'(S I woLAld tLArn off 

the c:1lc:1rm c:1nd roll over on the coLAc.h to sleep some more. I wc:1s mentc:111'( c:1nd 

f>!"i'?r:i:Y: ~iv.iri,;tciri .'fc,LAr own c:1~ ~.~i'.l~ ~=-~c,c,l .. st:tAden:r.~ ... ':1:'t ':'?':~Y:. ___ _ 
M'( hc:1rd work finc:111'( pc:1id off. I sc:1ved enOLA<:Jh to bLA'( m'( own Cc:\r. Desc.ribin':l the 

, ~-~~=-~~elin'.)S 1 experien~~.f~;f~~;;ii;p;~;ib1:·t·~·e;Ei~t~~~~·:-lt felt so ~~~:i;;~- ..... 

I--· Even with MotAnt Ev.e.r:es:t::~iz.ed obstc:1cles iri~y We:\'(, I wc:1s c:1ble to mc:1ke.):':"_:'::'?..:~ .. -
j SLAITlmit. 

M'( sister wc:1s shippir,_'.) off to boot CG1mp whic.h mec:1nt I needed to find c:1 plc:1c.e to 

live. I spoke to In'( <:JLAi~nce c.oLAnselor c:1bo1At m'( c.irCl,\mstc:1nces, c:1nd she informed 



----••-•••-•••-•-•-•-•-•--•----••-----•••••••••"•-••••••-••-•- '"-•-•-•••-••-••-••••••••m•••••••••••-••-------1•--

Ale'lCiS 

_________ A_l_e_'lCi_s__,9ro.dtA.o.+ed .from Ar~wood High 

School. She is c.tA.rren+ly in her senior 

Bo.c.helor's in <,;;oc.io.l \-Jork. 

------------- -----····-··········--·-----------········-· -··-· 

"''' ••---•--••--•-•---- ••-••-•-------•--•---•--•••••m•••••---•------

····---- ----- ····- ----· -· .. .. ·-·-------·-·-----·--·-·--------1---

···········-·---·······---·-·---···· ·----------t-·-······-· 

------------·---·- -------
·-·-····· ........ _________________ , ___________ , __________ . ____ ___, __ 



he S\.4pposedly molest-ed. It- WGI\S my IG11st- f'ew d"'ys of' school bef'ore S\.4mmer breGI\K. I 

R1.,4mors spreGl\d t-hro1.,4':lho1.,4t- t-he t-rG11iler pG11rK he WGI\S"' pedophile. The f'G11t-her -1------~----~------~-----~-~-----------
············· _::°eked his_':l'.".'".:i!"'."''.:'..~Y-!.:' .. ~ir:"'.~ t:~"' "'".:i!ir:"'.E"'rK ':lrew silei::it:· -··-·-

·--·'r:~':1..'.:'_: . .!"'st- "'~-I co1.,4ld int-o my ho\.4Se. I t-ho\.4':l~! . .1::>_~':~~=~~:..ev,a,_ryone int-he 

.P'!'.~·. Fort-he f'irst- t-ime in my lif'e1 I WGI\S s':="re~--------··········-··-······ 

Someon."'_ =lied 'lll G11nd police ~r::.P'.".'11,,,~'.".'f'!:':':'.r_~:''.".'~"': ~"'".:i!: 1.,4nf'olded .. 
01.,4t-side1 in f'ront- of' "'II t-he nei':lhbors G11nd t-he IG11ndlord. The cops G11rrested my 

post-ed 6"'il. He G11nd my sist-er f'o1.,4nd"' new plG11ce to live, people t-o mooch of'f'. My 

mom did not- hG11ve "'st-G11ble job so she co1.,4ld not- P"'Y t-he elect-ricit-y bill on t-ime. Q1.,4r 

l,::\r1d'.:>r:~ spG11red 1.,4srhe ~ir::!=::'?'.".'f'i,,,:':t!\~e:,'le! once t-his incid,,,i:it- hG11ppen"'<:l_,.~"' ... 

CG11lled t-he elect-ric compG11ny t-o r1.,4rn it- of'f'.····--------·· ··············-·······-------

····-- ·-·-!~"'. l"'n~l9_r_:d.':l.::\ll_e \.4S t-hree ~Y:'..t:> move 01.,4t-. In sm"'II print-, t-he leG11S.,~t-G11t-ed "If' 

.!~e police were CG11lled GI\T G11ny point:~hil"'.:'...::\'fir:1':l here t-her:i !he t-enG11nt-s wo\.4ld hG11ve 

t-o leG11ve t-he premise." 'We hG11d nowhere t-o <:JO- No money G11nd no SG11vin':ls. My sist-er 

lef't- wit-h her boyf'riend . 

. G11m_very. \.4Sed t-o bein':l letdown._ ..... . 

-·-···•· . T~i:.ir1':.i~"'':1'...~ . .::\~'.:me reG11liz.e eG11ch per:::'r:1.~~!t:><::.~:':':':_+.~eir own pG11r~:!.'°'.~ .......... . 
determined t-o pG11ve GI\ dif'f'erent- pG11t-h f'or my lif'e t-hG11n t-he rest- of' my f'G11mily. I WGl\nt-

--~ 1-·· ---- - ·- ··------·-·· .. -·-·· ---------~-----~-· -

t-o be t-he f'irst- ':lenerG11t-ion in my £.::\!:'::'ily!:' .~oUow my dreG11mS. Colle':le t-est-s Y:'"':r: .. 
limit-s. I "'m prepG11red. I G11m more opt-imist-ic since we hG11ve help. I G11m "' st-ron':ler 

Co\.4nselor beCGll\.4Se I love helpin':l people. I relG11t-e well t-o t-eens G11nd WG11nt to inspire 

··-··--·····-····----·-



Avion 
-·-·----·-···-~-··-·----. ---------------------

······························I···· 

_________ A_v_io_n_gr~du~t-ed f'rom Bowers-\-Jhi+-ley __ 

C~reer Cent-er. He is c.urrent-1\/ ~ 

f'reshm~n ~+- Hillsborouqh Communi+-y 

-·· .,. .. ·-····--·-··---------------

--··---·---- .. ···----------------------1·-
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H.:.nd in ho.nd with 'frl'/ foster -l'o.rnil'/, we sto.nd o.round the dinin':l room to.ble o.nd so.'/ ':lro.c.e. At 

l"I '/eo.rs old, I'm c.elebro.tin':l Christrno.s -tor the -l'irst time. M'/ mouth wo.ters looKin':l o.t the spreo.d 

o-l' -rood set in -l'ront o-l' me - homerno.de rno.c o.nd cheese, poto.to so.lo.d, turke'/, o.nd ':lreen beo.ns. 

As we bow our heo.ds to pro.'/, 'frl'/ -roster morn speo.Ks o.bout the irnporto.nc.e o-1' ho.vin':l eo.ch other -

our rnisrno.tched -l'o.rnil'/- I sit in o. circle o.nd open presents. I -reel o.wkwo.rd. I'm not used to ho.vin':l 

___ pr<>~r1_ts '.o_operi~For'.~e-~i':5'.'._i~,-~~<>el loved. I ~i110.l"1-l'eel lil<e po.rt o-l' o. -to.ln~'l:l~~c,~d h~ve 

known tho.t would sudden!'/ come too. 'luick_end. ____________ _ 

entire li-l'e in the -roster co.re 

s'/stern. kids o.re thrown into -roster co.re bec.o.use o-l' o.buse, ne':llect or o.bo.ndonrnent. M'/ morn 
--+---- - -------------------- --------------------- -------------- - -------- ------------- ------

-l'ou':lht eo.ch other o.nd the sto.-1'-l' never bothered to breo.k it up. There's no one to turn to -tor 

help. 

The -l'irst two '/eo.rs o-1' hi':lh school, ever'/ three months, 'frl'/ c.o.seworker would co.II o.nd tell me to 

po.ck up to move O.':JO.in. I lived in too rno.n'/ homes to count. Eo.ch -roster house wo.s worse tho.n the 

previous one o.nd never -l'elt like home. None o-1' the -roster -l'o.rnilies co.red o.bout me; I wo.s just 
- ·-··-· - " ..................... .. 

o.nother po.'/check for them. Movin':l mo.de me ho.rden. I stopped buildin':l relo.tionships bec.o.use I 
········--·- -····--·-··-············-····----··-· -- ····-···-········· 

didn't wo.nt to ':let o.tto.ched. I wo.s rno.d o.t the world o.nd sto.rted o.ctin':l out. Eventuo.11'/, I 
--··---- .. - - - - .. -- ... - . -- -·- . ----·- - -··--·· 

reo.lized this wo.s not the person I wo.nted to be so I turned to 'frl'/ -l'o.ith o.nd pro.'/ed for o. rniro.c.le. 
-·-·--·- ________ .. __ ···--·--·-··· 

On 'frl'/ lgth birthdo.'/, 'frl'/ c.o.seworker co.lied o.nd told me to po.ck ever~hin':l up, I wo.s rnovin':l l ...-,. I - u,.,d +. tl,a .-...ti= But, '""'•• ~, I '- tl,S fos+.c homa would ba d« • ..-. Wa 
c.elebro.ted holido.'/s to':l8ther o.nd o.te -to.In~'/ dinners. The'/ so.t me down o.nd to.lked o.bout sto.'/in':l ----
out o-1' trouble, o/o.duo.tin':l hi':lh school o.nd colle':le-,1 couldn't believe how supportive the'/ were. M'/ 

-roster po.rents even went to 'frl'/ school to rno.ke sure I ho.d ever~hin':l needed to ':lro.duo.te on 

time. \-Jith their encouro.':lernent, I went -l'rorn -l'o.ilin':l ':lro.des to stro.i':lht B's. I've never -l'elt so loved 
•••••• - •••-•"" ""'""' --- """ ____ .. •••••• .. •••••••'" ••• ,_ ••••••••••••••••-•••• • •••••••-••--•••• • .... • • • ••-••••••••-••••-•••••- ••••••••••••••••--•••-••••••• _,,_ ••" •••• ••-•- • "''" •-••• ""'''""''"•'•••• ••••••-•••••-••-- •--•• 

in 'frl'/ entire li-l'e. In 'frl'/ foster po.rents' e'/es, I wo.s c.o.po.ble o-l' o.n~hin':l o.nd I wo.s det-errnined t-o live 
----.-•·-·· 1------------···-·-·-··--· -------- ········--·······"-"·-· --·········-

up to their expecto.tions. Then, one do.'/, 'frl'/ foster po.rents told me the'/ were rnovin':l to Geor':lio.- I 
--·-·· 

wo.nted to move with them, but the Extended Foster Co.re Pro':lro.rn wouldn't let me. \-Jith nowhere 
-····-·-- ···-········----··-··-······--·····-··-·~- -···-··········-··-········-··········· ···- -- - .. 

to ':lo, I e.on-l'ided in 'frl'/ school socio.I worker o.bout 'frl'/ situo.tion. She recommended me to o. 

vJhen I -l'irst joined SRN, I thou':lht the pro':lro.rn wo.s too ':lood to be true. I wo.s sc.o.red it would 

_, tum out to be o.nother ':lroup home, but I wo.s wro"':l- SRN provides me with help o.ppl'/in':l to colle':18, 
,--+--------'---------------------

"' sto.ble home o.nd, most irnporto.nt"i, o. new -l'o.rnil'/- Ever'/ student in SRN endured di-1'-l'ic.ult 

obsto.c.les, but no one lets their po.st irrtluenc.e their -l'uture. Seein':l the other students 
-·---·· ·----------- ···········-··---·-·-- - ·------···-

---+--"'-c.c.o_ rnplish their ':loo.ls rnoti~"::es me. M'/ ':l°"'I in Ii~.,-~ '."'~i~"-~":~_b'{_ O_Peni".'~_"'_'.'::':'"-"':'ter. I will _ 

sto.rt 'frl'/ own mentor pro':lro.rn. I c.r'/ sometimes bec.o.use o-l' the thin':ls I ho.ve seen other kids ':lo 
---··-··---- ·--·-··--· -·-·--··- -----·--······ ·--·-···-··-···· 

______ '.~_"'_"'u':lh- It's he~-~~reo.kin':l- Growir,_~_up in ':lroup homes o.nd -l'o_ster houses, I witnessed thin':ls _~i~ __ 

should never see. The'/ ':live up on life bec.o.use people ':live up on them. I wo.nt to help Kids strive +-o 

suc.c.eed. I mo.de o. vow to keep 'frl'/ heo.rt open o.nd to o.lwo.'/s love. I tell 'frl'/self' tho.t ever~hin':l 

ho.ppens -l'or o. reo.son. I now understo.nd the rneo.nin':l o-l' 'frl'/ life. I will cho.se 'frl'/ dreo.rn o-1' helpin':l 

other '/outh. I trul'/ c.o.n't wo.it to reo.ch tho.t ':loo.I. 



-············-·---·-···········-··--··-----

·------------~-··---------------···- ---·------····------- ____ B_r_o_okL'fn ____ _ 

_··--_-_-_---_--__ ---_·--_···-··-_--=_-=_-=_-:_g~r-=-o-=-o-=_k-ly-.~-'-'-r-~-cl-1.-\-~-+-e-cl--r~r-o-m~Riverview Hic.,h 

~c.hool. ~he is c.1.-\rren+ly ~ -rreshm~n ~+ 

Hillsborol.-\c:,h Co\1"'1\1"'11.-\ni+y Colle'-'e wi+h +he 

-----··-·········----············-
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sc.re<>m for my mom o.ncl brother, b..t my voic.e ~oes 1.mhe<>rd- My only c.oml'or+ is my l'our-yec.r-old sister sittin~ next to me. 

c.ontini.<e to cry h«der. Nothin~ m<>i<es sense. At three ye<>rs old, I +<>Ke my initi.:,1 step tow«ds " Ion~ r0<>d of loneliness. It's 

the very l<>St im<>~e of my mom <>nd my little brother I c."" remember. 

',J_'=l<s p<>SS ,.,,d I '3"+ the h,.,,~ of the foster <=:".~+em. ~0 we.J:il live_,.i+~"_'.:'iY!':r':": ,..,_+_~_"!:':"'."'Y'rsl<>m +old to 

c.<>U mom <>nd d.,d. Movin~ from pl"C.-:.'.~~~ isn't so b.,d 1,1ntil ni~h+time when demons ~ee_: _""' in my dr.,.,ms. The d.,rK 

+<>~+s me with l'l<>Shb<>c.l<s of my mom bein~ ripped <>W<>y by_s_+r_<>_n_'J"_r_s_. _______ _ 

..... , ~~+er_lT\onths of bo1,1nc.in~ l'rom_~"'.'"".:."~~,.:h"_lA"Y"."'il~-~""" re-emer'J"s.'>he tel~·-""'·:." . .l'.".'.'!<"'X~~"'3_ir,'.)"':'r,d 
drives tt'le to G\ t-ownhoiAse where two strG\n~rs store G\t me ~ c.o.11 h'\e by ~'1\e. I diseover this is m-y new mother - the 

wotno.n who o.clopts o.nd ro.lSes me. 

( His looK W<>S e1101A~h for me to Know I w<>S ~oin~ home to " be,.+in~- At home, my mom w<>S w<>i+~ with " pre'3""nc.y test in her ,---~-~-~----'--'-----'---'-~-
h<>nd. My d.,d ch.r~ed ,.+ me, ber,.+in~ me "nd tellin~ me I W<>S " dis~""" +o the l'<>mily. As I r"n to "void his be,.+in~, he 

+h~"."'."'."Y_o_~t.":+ "_ii-~_in h'.5-_~'."_.:,,ch to_:~ l'l""r, ."~~~n~ me to pic.K "P the debris. I': ""dcler1IX ~i':"'':: :i:,ey fo~d 01,1+ I -~..,i ,. 

boyfriend. His h,.~ cl.,+cl,ed me "5 he skmmed my_~et>.<li"+".:~"r~~i~"':".':.~ door repe,.+edly. My mom j1,1mpe~_iri_~_I ___ ..... 

_____ ':~"'.'~~':to ".':'~e_"'"..:.':"! .,,,_+..,.~ s~" '.:'r"'3.'Y'~ ""'_to the b,.throom to w-in..te on the end of the pre_~"'."cy +~, she held 

_i"he_r_~~: __ l_".'':'5 +~irt""'.: Y~"..~ ."ld"'."_~_s+ill,. vir~in. 8"+ no one believedlT\":. 

d.,d w,.i+in~- Cornered, he br01,1++ me home, c.<>pti,e. My rel..tionship with him deterior<>+ed j,,s+ "5 r"Pidly "5 his rel..tionship 

with my mom. Soon <>l'+er, they divorced. My mom c.nd sister-":'""."."':.°"+ '--~-"vi~_."'" with my 1,1ns+o,ble f,.+her. Livin~ c.ondi+ions 

---+-we_re_<>b_f"":'I: I bec..me depr~se~:~'.":~'.:~.".~1-,,~ my mom left, my d.,~ ~-+1-,_,._~."..,..,~':"::'se he c.owd no i.:,.,~.,~ ':'!~~~ ~"-­
P"Y it by himself. vJith nowhere to~, we <>ii moved in with my"'""' '°':_".'"~'.'w weel<s." vleel<s +w-ned into mon+~. As my d.,d 

.".~~~le."':_:t:_':_~':':'."".~':~~-"".+hori+y, so did his blows. Tryin~ to help my_"'°"'_wi+~_~il~,l~."!-.".J."b ,.nd worKed ""=-~-~Y"~ter 

school ~+il 4 p.m. B.,+ I =Id no lon~er +,.Ke the "b..se. So, I s+,.r+ed COl,lch hoppin~ between l'riends. 

The school n1Arse f'a.u,d ou.t o.bo"t m'i situ.G\tion G\nd reeoltltnended me to our soc.l/N worKef'. The soc.it:J wot"l<et" SG\id 

~nd ~ reliol:,le sow-c.e Cit help. The interview proeess WG\S nerve wr~d<in'3 Knowin13 everythin'3 I needed w~s just within re~c.h. 

environtnent. 

----~w I h"ve the opp"".':"_riiry~ looK l-o m_y f1,1+w-e. I dre"m of ~in~+~ =~l-o l>_"_":."".'~-~~~"_':~r:_sion_"J "'X"."ll': _ 
Unl'ort1,1n..tely, ":."l~<y>_W~"__""_~er M option bee..= I c.o1,1ld'.''.t_ ,.-\'-1'_"'::d it. St<>rtin~ Ri~ht, Now ~iv'."'__me the tools I need to 

ch..se .. l'+er my dre<>ms. vJith the help of schol..rships o.ncl ~rM+s, I "spire to "+tend the Cwin<>ry lnstirute of Americ.. <>nd 

bec.ome " profession..l cl,,.-\'. I pl..n to re1,1nite with my biolo~ic..l l'..mily o.ncl show them ..111 h..ve ..chieved. My ~°"I is to help 

children 5"-l'l'erin~ +hro~h simil« siru,.+ions "5 mine. I desire to provide them with help <>nd love. My Ion~ ro<>d of loneliness 

ended. I <>m now on top Md I <>m h"PPY· 



--- -------···""''·'--··-··-""""""''-·----···- --------- ··'"····-··· .... ____________________ __, 
C0imille ·-··············-····-·--··--·------------ ---+--
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-·c;;m,Ii;;;; gr-;;dM~+;;;;d -trom +h~U~1~ersi+y~= 

Sol,\+h Florid0i wi+h 0i B0ichelor's in 

Environmen+0il Science 0ind P olic\1- She 

___________ S_L,\_s_+_0i_in_0i_b_ili_,+y, concen+r0i+in9 in -
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----=--~--~--~----~-..----·-.--~---..---~----~---...... ,-.--..----..,---.-.-,.--Foreclos1Are twirled rn'I world 1Apside down d1Arin<3 my senior 'leo.r of hi<:,h school. M'I 

morn o.nd I were forced 01At of 01Ar home o.nd beco.rne homeless. w;;;-ii;.;-d-~ 01At 

--;-f the co.r1 in friend's ho1Ases o.nd in Metropolito.n Ministries. Yet I knew, tt I wo.nted 

to o.ccomplish m'I <300.ls, 1 woiAld ho.ve to sto.'I stron<:, o.nd keep rn'I <3ro.des 1Ap so I 

co1Ald o.ttend 0. IAnivers;+'I. 1 <3ro.d1Ao.ted with honors, 0. chord-f'rorn the Science 
.... i:i.;;;;;;:,r -s.;;.;:i;+~;;_;:.;,:r·h<!>ld ;. ~:7 i;PA:· 

--- ·····-t;;;;;;;;-s,nce I WC\S little, 1 ho.ve loved o.nim~ls-;.nd-..,;;+;:;;;;;;~ My ,ir;;nc:1f;;+h-;;;;:;w-;;;.s·th;;; ··-­

;,;:;;;;·who.initi~ly spirk;;;xmy·,..:;-i:.;;:;;,;s+-in+h;;;·~nvironrnent; he WC\S 0. hydroio~ist tho.t 
worked 'tor the Llnit~d gf~tes Geolo13iCO:I S1.~\rVe'i· -- ·- --- ----- ______ .. 

\-Jhen m'I mother o.n,Cl moved to Florido., I sto.rted heo.rin<:, o.bo1,1t <3lobo.l wo.rrnin<:, 

o.nd how it wo.s <3oin<3 to o.ff'ect the wori:;f,n s1,1ch 0. tremendo!AS WO.'/· 1 feel it is Yr'I'/ 

biolo<3ico.l d1At'/ to help ero.se rno.nkind's ne<30.tive footprint 1Apon the eo.rth. 

1 wo.s o.ccepted into the Universit'I of So1,1th Florido. where I o.rn Cl,\rrently st1,1dyin<3 

---E'.nvironrnento.l Science o.nd Policy, o.nd minorin<:, in Geolo'3'1· 1 po.rti~ipo.te in 

.. 1,1nder<3ro.d1,10.te reSl!>o.rc.h 1ASin<3 foro.minif'i!>ro., l'lhiie c.ornpo.rin<:, +odo.y's ecosystems 
Fo-wh;.t+i:;;,;yw;;;;:;;;;·· in ··+h;,;·tvi,.;;.;:;;;;:;;;;tpoc.h:·s.;,i;;;; P;:;i;;11Sh;;;c:1·,..,;, s.;:,;;;;:;+if'ic. jo;:;r;:;;,ci;y-·-····-· 

· the end of' t~is 'le0ar is 'm'f f300al.--·----···--· 

-- ·-Beyond my 1Ander<3ro.d1Ao.te Environrnent;.CScience o.nd Polic'I de<3ree o.n,f'7eolo<:,y 

minor, I plo.n to o.tto.in o. Mo.ster's De':lree of Globo.l S1,1sto.ino.bility o.lon':l with o. 

Mo.ster's De<3ree in B1,1siness Adrnin1Str;,+ion~,;.i;:i=hfhe-GioQ~l,\Sto.ino.biiity de<3ree, I 

co.n concentro.te in entreprene1Arship1 wo.ter or s1,1sto.ino.ble to1,1risrn. \-Jith 

entreprene1,1rship I co1,1ld foc1,1s on o. S1Asto.ino.ble economy o.nd environrnento.11'1 

-- -friendly wo.'ls of tro.nsportin<:, o.nd rno.n1,1fo.ct1,1rin<3 ':loods. 
······ri:;.;;;;;,rf;;c;,;;:,d. ,ts .. inho.b,t=~o.nts-;;;xc.i+;;;m;;;:r;,sp,r;;; to be po.rt of the sol1At1onth;_+ 

...... ~,v;;;s o.il i,vin~ b;;;,.,~s. th.;,· ,;i;,i,tyto·p;;;o..;:;;;f';:;iiy C.O&!>Xist. 

·····-······· ················--------------

...... -·--·······-···-······---- ----

·····--·-···--··--··-···-·--·-······-- ···-·---- -----------·-····"-------··--··-···-·-···--·---· 
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Ch~elle 

----·-----· 

------ Ch~lle i3r~dL..\~ted -rrom Pl~n+ Hlgh-~c.hool ,-· 

~nd ls c.L..\rrently ~ -treshm~n ~t the 

Unlverslty o-t West Florld~. 
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"Mom, .;,,Ke up, vJ,,Ke up! PLEASE, vJAkE UP!" I sc.re">n "-1- -I-he -I-op o-1' my lun'3s. I p"nic. ..s I look "-1- her 

s-1-i-l'-I' body. I be'3in violen-1-1'1 sh"kin'3 her, bu-I- she will no-I- open her eyes. I "In c.er-1-"in some-l-hin'3 is very 

ni'3h-l-. "-'hen I s-1-ir -1-o "rise, she "'w"ys w.:,l<es wi-1-h >ne, I si-1- ne•-1- -1-o her on our bed -l'or hours c.ryin'3, 

ple"din'3 for her -1-o open her e'les, bu-I- she never does. I -l'in"lly w.alk -1-o my nei'3hbor1s houSe "nd -I-ell her 

ln'I mo-I-her isn'-1- w.:,l<in'3 up. She follows me home, -1-.:,l<es one look "-1- my mo-1-her's lifeless bod'/, "nd s..ys, 

"Child, your mo-I-her is de"d. 11 Ar -I-en ye..rs old, I "In sm"c.ked wi-1-h -I-he wors-1- possible si-l-u"-1-ion - my 

f--
1no-l-her h..s died sleepin'3 ne•-1- -1-o IT\e, 

----
Li-l'e "-l'-1-er 1ny 1no-l-her pe,SSed w..s di-l'-l'ic.ul-1-. She w..s "''I bes-I- -l'riend "nd "''I only -l'"mil-f in H.:.i-t-i. Two 

lnon-1-hs l"-1-er, 1ny -l'"-1-her, who I h"d never me-I-, -l'lew -1-o H"i-1-i -1-o brin'3 lne -1-o live in Ameriee, wi-1-h him. I ,-
onl'I knew him "5 " voic.e on -I-he o-1-her side o-1' -I-he phone, who ee,Iled only on spec.i"I oc.c.e,Sions. I didn'-1-

j __ -+-_w_"_n_-1-_-1-_o_le_"_v_e_1n_y_h_o_1n_e_,_b_u_r_l _h"_d_n_o_c._h_o·_,c.e_. _l _n_e_ve_r_s.._i_d_'3_o_od_b_'l_e_-l-_0_1n_'l_c.h_ild_h_o_o_d_-l'_r_ie_n_d_s_o_r_vis_i_-1-___ _ 
1
~ pl"c.es where I buil!- >nelnories wi-1-h ln'I mo-I-her, I le-l'-1- everyrhin'3 I knew behind -1-o move -1-o " -l'orei'3n 

c.oun-1-ry wi-1-h " s-l-re,n'3er, 1ny -l'"-1-her. 

____ . __ _l::iv'.~':l ~~~~"'_Y -1'"-l-her w..s " di-1'-l'ic.ul-t-. I h"d -1-o '3e-l- "c.c.us-l-01ned -1-o livin'3 wi-1-h " lne\n I h"rdl-f knew············· ___ ......... --...... _ 

Dur -l'irs-1- ye..r f1vin'3 -l-0'3e-l-her we be,rel'I spoke. He w..s -l-ou'3h "nd s-1-ric.-t-, ..s oppoSed -1-o my mo-I-her, who 
1------------···--·-·--····-···--·--·-·----···--·· - ----------·---·-····-···--·--·--····-------------

h"d " lovin'3, '3en-l-le deme"nor. My -l'"-1-her never "llowed lne -1-o le"ve -I-he houSe ou-1-side o-1' school. He 

-1-ried his bes-I- -1-o pro-l-ec.-1- me -l'roln -I-he d..n'3ers o-1' -I-he world ou-1-side, no-I- re"li"in'3 he w..s pl"c.in'3 me 

in " C-e\'3e· I knew -I-he w"lls he c.ons-1-ruc.-l-ed were only lne"n-1- -1-o pro-l-ec.-1- me, bur i-1- w.as di-l'-l'ic.ul-1-. 

In Febru"ry 201.6, I w..s in school when I rec.eived " ee,II -l'roln "n unknown n ... 1nber. A nurse "-1- Sr. 

JoSeph's hospi-1-"I w..s on -I-he o-1-her end o-1' -I-he line, -1-elfin'3 me 1ny -l'"-1-her w..s in -I-he hospi-1-"I. Ar -l'irs-1-, I 

-l-ho ... '3h-1- someone w..s pbyin'3 " sic.k joke. A-l'-1-er school, " -1-"•i rook me -1-o -I-he hospi-1-"I. "-'hen I "rrived, I 

disc.overed 1ny -l'"-1-her w.as hidin'3 s-l-"'3e 'I Pros-1-"-l-e C..nc.er -l'roln lne, I w"n-1-ed -1-o be ... pSe-1- wi-1-h 1ny 

-l'"-1-her, bl,\r I knew he w..s doin'3 wh"-1- he did bes-I- - pro-1-ec.-1-in'3 1ne. My -l'"-1-her didn'-1- w"n-1- lne s-1-resSed 

"bo ... -t- his illness. He c.ons-1-e,n-l-ly s..id, "School will "lw"ys be your -I-op priori-t-y. Don'-!- ever loSe si'3h-1- o-1' 

your -l' ... -t-...re.11 He dre"med o-1' w.a-1-c.hin'3 me w"lk "cross -I-he s-l-"'3e -1-o rec.eive 1ny c.olle'3e diplom". 
------

M'I -1'"-l-her w..s " s-1-ubborn ln"n, who never "c.c.ep-1-ed help -l'roln o-1-hers, no-I- even his own d" ... '3h-l-er, 

He beee,me we.:,l<er wi-1-h e"c.h p..ssin'3 d..y. FinG\lly, -I-he doc.-1-ors ordered hi1n -1-o s-1-"y in bed -1-o preServe 

his s-1-ren'3-1-h. I o-l'-1-en slep-1- ne•-1- -1-o 1ny d"d, since i-1- w.as -I-he only rime -I-he hospice nl,\rSes weren1-I-

"ro ... nd. One d"y, I woke up -1-o -I-he sound o-1' "''I -l'"-1-her s-l-r ... '3'3lin'3 -1-o '3e-l- Ol,\r o-1' bed. "-'hen I looked l,\p 

"nd s..w his sunken e'les "nd -1-hin bod'/, I knew he w..s d'lin'3 ne•-1- -1-o me, j ... s-1- fd<e 1ny >noln did. On April 

llo, 201.6, 1ny he"r-1- sh"ttered when 1ny -l'"-1-her p..sSed "w"'I· De"-1-h w"s bec.o1nin'3 " norm in ln'l li-l'e. 

I w..s los-1- "nd dev..s-1-"-l-ed. I no lon'3er h"d " suppor-1- sys-1-eln -1-o leG\n on; bo-1-h 1ny P"ren-1-s were ':)One, 
---\----··--·---- --·--·-··---·· -·----- ··----·-··---·---···--· ----··- -----------·----·-···------·-·--······--·-----

I s-1-e,r-l-ed workin'3 -1-o help P"Y -I-he bills, b ... -t- ~rely >ne,de ends >nee-I-. I c.on-l'ided in 1ny sc.hool soc.i"I 

worl<er "bo ... -1- my sim"-1-ion "nd w..s recommended -1-o " pro'3r">n ee,lled Sr"r-1-in'3 Ri'3h-l-, /'low CSR/'/). SR/'/ 

-- -helps homeless, ... n"c.c.olnp"nied smden-1-s in si-t-... "-1-ions si1nil"r -1-o 1ny own, /'low, I live in -I-he SR/'/ 

ln'I p..ren-1-'s pro ... d. 
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1n the middle of rny fow-H, twe~e hcur shitt, I ~iO&Asly c.hec.k rny phC11e every few rnirutes, hopi1"113 to See c. tneSSG\~ from rny rnom thl:\t she 

wiD come home tc:n½,h+. My poc.l<et buues. Her teit is c. simple 11no11
• I reeeive tl-ie Sl:\me o.ns:wer to the SG\me 'luestion, nU)ht "Her ni~ht for I:\ 

----
yeo.r. ~ hc.s !Mdo it- clecr !kt her boyfriend is more irnpcrtcnt !kn mo. It l..rts l<rcwi"'l my morn ne,er ..,,,ts to como homo Md bo ~ di 

my flte. At 17 yeo.rs old, I o.m on my own. 

TI,,e ne'rr do.y, I qu.ic.kly c.hee.k rny phone durtt'l~ work, eipeetil'll:l to see the So.toe response from my mother. lnst~d1 I see severc.l missed 

YneSSG\~es from her. I unbd<: my phone l:\nd feel like rve been pwic.hed. in the sh::111\t\d,. My mother sent me pieTIAres of my empty room, boxes of 
----- ----------- -----------------

rn'I belon~inc,s oncl "mes:so.,,e sc.ytt'lc:,, 11fu+h.tr is rny priority. Yc1.,1, T1ve wiH, your 1.,1,nde now.11 Her boyfriend c.lwc.'ts C&\IT\e Vlt"st-. He reeked. ,,f whisk.elf 
·-· . - --- - ---- --- ------- ------- ----- ------ ------------ ------ ---------------

"nd spoka i, " sw-red dicJec.t. I h"ted him, but tny feofi"'l5 didn't tn<\tter to tny IMtn. Despite her "ttornpts to ~ his ol,"5e " secret, I knew 
... .. ------ -----------

wh"t h<>ppened behind closed d,x,rs. I "lw"ys hocrd their faint "'S"tnents from "Pst"ir-s. Lil<.o clocl<worl<, she'd "Ppe<>r the ne-d- d<>y wit-h 
------ -------------------------------- ------ - ----------------- ------------------- - ---------------- "• --------

su.spi.c.iou.s bruises, ref~ to eipbi,. 

Ono nift, my morn f'o,-,lly workad "P the co"'"~ to tnovo o"t di his pk.ea end i,to o"' o.wn <>p<>rttnont. It didn't le.st Ions; they -,,t b.,cl< 

t~ether shortly "l'ter. At f,.st, my tnotn spent the n'3ht "this ho"5e one.a" wed(, whicl, ~"icl<ly mmed into rnwtiple nifts o"t di the week. 

Over the course of c. month, she m0'1ed ~ck: into his houSe, leo.vh3 me to fend for m'tself, On top of c.t+endi"'J sd,od f1.4D-+ime, I Wo.S forced to 

s•t " '"R-tiino job to P"Y the bills. My k.ndlord srew 5"SpieM. I never told him my tnotn rno.-ed o"t, but tny s"t told tne he knew. I b<>roly tn<\de 

ends moot. Most d<>ys, I went wit-ho"t ..,tiis- Even tho"Sh I wc.s s~ssfns to ~t by, fivins -,lone wc.s better !kn st"yi"'l wit-h tny "nclo . 
.......................... "-"-- -•-"¥ -----------------

Evenh.ca.ly1 I ere.shed on friend's coi..d,es, rnc..!Gnc:,, sure to leo.ve before thei- po.rents wol<e u.p, I felt completely c.lone. Oclc:lllf encuc:,h, cowc.h 
---- ------ -------

Sl.Ar'tinc:, pr01.ded rne with " sense of' freedom I never he.cl before. I no lo"'Jer he.cl to worry o.bo...tt P",;rlCJ, rent or G\tneniti.es. \,[tt\., ed-rc. time on rny 
.......................... 

hcnds, Md the "bsenc.o di my mother, I f eD into the wrons S'"'P di friends. I know they didn't h<>ve my best interest "t he"rt, but they were 
----- --- ---- -------- -------- --- ------ - - ·------------------- ----- -- ------ --- ----~ -------- ---- -------------·--- ----- ---------- ----- - -----

"' weleotned. dis+ro.e+ion to my heefu lif'e. 

One ni4,+, I went OL4t to meet my 11-friends.11 A '!JU.If, w\.io never "etuo.11" iitroda.tc.ed hirnsel-V1 swif"tly C&\tne to rny S1de oncl ho.nded. me&\ solo 

~p- Distr"c.ted by his l<ind eyes, I downed it- not thi-l<ins twiee to "'k wh..t I = dri,l<i"'l. 'krtly "ftor, the"""'"' M<i strobe fishts ""'do mo 

no.lASecus. I ho.re"', tno.Mc:,,ed to st-u.mble into the ba.throom, h,J(.,~ refu.c,e on the cold tile t1oor. I wd<e 1.,1,p in o. dork, unf'o.m~io.r room. The V""3'-'el-f 

f,.rnl..,- sh<\dowod "'}'!"• h.,d tno pimed do,.,. I didn't know whore my clothes were, but it- W"5 obvi.,,,.. Iv, fo"nd A ""Y to str\, them from mo. I 

opened my rnwtl, to sere""'• but before I could IMi<,, "sow,d1 "cold h.,nd wr<>pped <,ro"nd my thro"t. I tho"sht I cculd f'"lht him off. Tho k.st 
--------·---- -------------------- .. --------- - - --- --·-

ti,i,(), I remember is strw.,i,linc:, to l:,re.,J< free. I ,f'.,~ reo/'F\ecl ccnsc.ieusness tl,e ne•t ~t-emoon. I felt shAe.K in&\ ~ui Md. ecu.ldn't 'f'o,Sp th.a 
----- -· ------------ -- ------- ------------ - --- ----- ·- - ----- ------------- - - -----· 

re-,lit-y di the sit-""tien. In my moment di he~lessness, I Knew I r..,c.hed roe!< bottom. I wc.s homeless, defo"ted Md terrif'..d. 
----

I decided it- wc.s time to live with my w,clo. I rel=tcntly w..l<ed to his front door, deb.,ti,s ii' I wc.s rn.l<iis the rift decision, =d t"Pped on 
----- ------ ------ ---- ----------

the door. I reo.liz.ed rny Y\S\t WAS not expeetecl. My o.unt pepped her heo.d out, sc.yU'"l~ she1s not i-iterest-ed i, whc.tever I'm sel~nc:,- I co1.,1,\dn't bef~e 

she for1.3ot who I W"5, baA.t I 'l"ic.k1y remembered her rec.reo.tiC110.I drw, u.se. Even+uc.Ily, she lat me inside. 1\,a stench ot eic:,o.rettes wc.s 

inesCOf)"bb. After Ci few ~Y.. of not seel1q Ynlf w,c.le1 I reo.liucl he no lcn13er lived. there. It WAS jLtSt the two of IAS. 

I f'o,-,lly showed "P to school for the •~st time in over " woel< .,,,d wc.s irnrnedi,.tely c.<,lled down to the ofl'iee. My stotn<\cl, dropped c.s I 

,..,l(od into the princ.j,-,l's dif'iee Md 5"W the sc.hool resoorea offieer. He l,,.nded tne "loptop .,,,d" few it-ems tny tnotn dr<>ppod off. One.a the 

princ.i~\ c.nd I were o.lone, he C&\Decl do....,, the scl,ool soc.W worker c.nd. I confessed my st-a-y, For the fi-s+ time Di two yea.rs, I broke down c.nd 
--------------- ---- ---- ----------------- ... -------------- ... ----------- ------- ----------- ----. 

f'1Mily ,.Jrnitted I n,eodod hep. They recommended tne to" prcsr""' helpins hotnoloss teens =led, Stcrtins Rift, Now <SR/ll. 
--------- ---- ----- --------

Tlie d"y I wc.s <>eeepted into SRN, "w"'" di refief ~ed o,er me. I f,iAly h..d" 5"<• pk.ea to five. At one point, I wo"k!n't let rnysoll' thi,I( 
....................... I·· . ---·----- -

"~t eolles•· I knew "ttendins coll.so wc.s A dr°""' I cowd never "Hord. ',J"itl, the help di SRII, I pk.n to "t+end coll.so M<i reeaive " desree in 
--· -------~~--

business. In the '"™'"• I WMt to ""' tny own ridins Md tr"iniis st"ble for horseS. Ridi"'l hors.es hc.s been "bis p<>rt di my fife .,,,d I went to 

sho.re m't pc.ssion with others. \.J"tth c:::RN behind tne1 I eoJi overcome o.ny+hi,(} In the fl4h-V"e1 I hope to shcre rny story o.nd i,spire otkrs to 

overcome their obsto.des. I'm on my WC.If to c.cJ.iievinc:, my 'Yec.teSt dreo.m - G\ttencln:, cole~e. 



------··. ··--- .. 

. .. .... . . . . .... . .. Gidget--·-·•-··-
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Gid':let Benitez. rec.ently_•:r~,.dl.,\G\ted from AmeriC-G\n University_, __ 

\tJG\shinc.,ton Colle';le of LG\W C\tJG\shini:,ton, D.C.)1 G\nd SG\t for the JL,\ly,_2_0_1_/o_+----_ 

Virc_,iniG\ BG\r ExG\m. She completed her L,\nderc_,rG\dL,\G\te stl.,\dies G\t the 
----

---"'----··-··- ···-... . ___ ., __ ................... ·-········-

.~ri_i~':!"_5:i:t=y -~~.~-:n:':_r~~!c,r-~cl_G\·_~~': ~5::i-~=~~,-~~r Editor in Chief of th':'_,___ 

Americ.G\n University lntellec. tl.,\G\l Property Brief G\nd WG\S G\ Stl.,\dent 
-----·············-········ -····· -······· ..... . .................................................................................... -..... . .................................. ·-····-·-························ 

Attorney in the \tJG\shinc_,ton Collei:,e of LG\W Civil Advoc.G\C.'f Clinic.. She w~_, __ 

one of SRN's first stl.,\dents G\nd is G\n G\C. tive member of the His.e_G\nic. 

BG\r Assoc.iG\tion of G\ member of the LeG\dership Col.,\nc.il for Gifts of 
--- ····-···················-····· ···································-·-·· !··· 

_ .... :i-~':J:::i~l!'':'l':5:~L~P':5: .. t_o f>Y'i::\':~ic.':' .. :t-°!.'~c!':~~~ lG\W ~ri_c! ':.ventl.,\G\lly, worK on 

_____________ in_t_e_ll_e_c._t_L,\_G\_l~p_r_o~p_e_r_ty_~=._'3islG\tion on the Hill. 

.,,,,..-- -
L",.. -. 

w 
--- --·---"-·--···----··--··-··•·-··· ··-·---······-·-·--···---·- '"·---···-··---·-·--··----•·-•··•·•-·I··•··----·• 

STARTING 
RIGHT, 
NOW 

------------------------·-----~-·I···· 

---------, 



Ftl'ry-si, wins "nd -l'ive losses, t'1e world's <3re"+est bo,in<3 record, set by Mi.h"mm..d Ali in 19111. 

A-1'+..r bein'3 evic.ted -l'rom my home ..nd bein<3 -l'orc.ed into homelessness for the third time, my life bec...me " title-

blow "-l'ter blow. ThroL-1<3h it "II, I never S'-lrrendered my title belt; inste"d, I -\'01,1<3h+ h..rd. 

Dini:, din'3u ■Round one. F0r.~v.re ~d me cornered in the rinc., one ni'3\.,t G\S my moH,er, CG\vin'3 to t\.,e emo+i.on~ c.nd 
--- "·-- ·---··-

ment"1 stress o-1' OlAr .c.ir=mst..nc.es, threw hersel-1' onto tr"in tr"c.l<s in" s1,1ic.ide "+tempt. As she howled th"+ 
----+-----------------·-·--·-···-- - . --·········-····- -------·-·-······--··--·-----------------------

she h..d -l'"iled me "5" mother, it w..s lil<e wind whistlin<3 p..s+ my e..rs -l'rom" P"nc.h F"il"'e c.onnec.ted to my j"w. 

81,1+ F"ib...re never e<pec.ted me to plAnc.h b"c.l<. 

I b=nc.ed b"c.l< swiftly, r-frr.in<3 I h..d to be the c...+"1ys+ to c.h..n<3e this c.yc.le - to s"ve my mother's li-l'e, "nd 

mine. I se~ed her o-1'-I' the +r"in +r"c.ks. 

From H,o.t moment on, edv.CG\tion o.nd survivo.l were my priorihf. Lookin-3 o.+ m'i '3ro.cles ail.one, no one wo1Ald h0r.ve 

known I w"s homeless. It took three bL1Ses every mornin<3 ,md evenin<3 to <3e+ to sc.hool -l'rom " motel - b1,1t I never 
•- --·-·"" . ·-···-- -··-···.. -····-···-

missed " d"Y· I c...n remember sit+in<3 in c.hemistry c.1"ss, listenin<3 to my c.1"ssm"tes plo.n esc.itedly -l'or H..Uoween -
·- .......... - --- ----·-------

repe"tin'3 to mysel-1' men+"1ly th"+ I wo1,1kl overcome this strlA<3<3le "5 Do1,1bt "nd lnsec.lArity c.irc.led me relentlessly. 
·····-··················•--···--•« .................. . 

vJith every +~+, I j"bbed b"c.l<, -l'oc.lASed. 
----+--------··-- ··---···----·---·-·----------------- ·····- -- "--~-----·-··· --·· -------

........................ 

•...................... 

As I <3r..d=+ed -l'rom hi<3h sc.hool with " '1.0 GPA ..nd the bell solAnded -l'or my nest rOlAnd, I knew I woL1k1 not ,.\low 

"nyone to hit me below the belt. 

Cen+r"l Florid". JlASt "s Mi.h..mm..d Ali w..nted to be the best o-1' the best - I w"nted more th"n jlASt one deo/ee 

"nd opted -l'or two ..ddition"1 c.er+ific.,.+es. 

In "ddition to -H,e m"sim1,1m o-1' 17 c.redits every semester, I worked two to three p..rt time jobs s1,1pportin<3 

mysel"t oJI .f'ov.r '/eo.rs. The c.ho.llen'3e kepi- me on my t-oes o.+ c.11 titt\as; I WG\S never SL4re when I wot..1ld. e"+, or i"t I WC\S 

<30in'3 to be @le to m,,,ke ends meet. '-tJhen the opport1,1niry ..rose to srndy c.rimin,,J jlAStic.e ..nd lo.w in RlASsi", I 

worked do1,1ble shi-l'ts ..nd "PPlied -l'or sc.hoJ,,,.ships to P"Y the rnition. The trip's p1,1rpose w..s to eiplor& "-l'orei<3n 

In witnessin'3 Ri..ssi..'s system o-1' downtrodden c.itizans1 I discovered the p..ssion I h..d -l'or the le<3"1 system, "nd 

the w"y in whic.h it "-1'-l'ec.ts people in m1,1ltiple C-OlAntries. 

The experience WG\S " st..1rprise blow, mo.kin':' w-.e reo.liz.e +ho.+ I WG\S just C\ smo.11 coc, in o. hlA'3e mo.chine o.ncl tho.+ 

the need -l'or c.h..n<3e W"5 bi<3'3"r th..n jlASt me. This epiph..ny led to the most essenti,,J direc.tion,,J shi-1'+ in my li-l'e 

to d,,,+e: my dec.ision to '30 lo.w sc.hooL As I w"lked the st"'3e to "c.c.ept my 8"c.helorS de'3ree ..nd other "c.colo.des, I 
---------------·--·--···· ·- --·---·- ····- ··----·-·--· ·-· 

immedi..tely be'3"n the +r"inin'3 nec.esse,ry to "id me in m,,,kin'3 " di-1'-l'erenc.e, not jlASt in my life - b1,1t ,.lso in the 

- -----------·--------------
Din':! din<3,., Ro=d three. I know my -1{,ird ro1,1nd, tho1,1<3h wh..+ c.h,,Jlen'3"s lie "he<>.d is 1,1nknown, will not be my lo.st. 

As I prep,.re to enter the rin'3 ""l"in, I plo.n to de-l'e"t lo.w sc.hool ..s Ali de-1'-+ed Sonny Liston in l'llo.6 - one o-1' his 

most con+roverSi..l -l'1<3h+s ever. Yo1,1 know how the Afi vs. Liston -l'i<3h+ o-1' 19/o.6 ended, don't y=f knoc.ko1,1t. 



·--- --_-_···_·-·_········_···-_-_·····_-·_···· ·_········_····_·-_····_·· -=_-=_-=_-=_-=----=-____ H_ill~ry '·--·· 

c.t..\rrent-ly in her senior ye~r ~t- t-he Universit-y o-r 

~ot..\t-h Florid~ pt..\rsin9 ~ B~c.helor's o-r Pt..\blic. He~lt-h. 

···································-·········································--

STARTING 
RIGHT, 
NOW 

--------------- ---- -···-·-------jf-----



BOOM the door w~ Kicked in. Meni f'i..1lly G1rmed, weG1rin'3 bullet proof vests G1nd 

mom mG1de GI bre<:lk for the bG1throom, flushin'3 dru':ls G1nd pG1rG1phernG1liG1 down the 
..... ·-·- ·····--·····-·-·-················································-·················-································· ... . ..................................... -.. -~ ... --.. ·-·'""'••·--·······'"· ·--···-······--·-·-·----· 

t_oi~':!:: _ _:!"h-:y rushed in __ G1-tter her G1nd with i~e':':~ble_':'i~1_shined GI per-tee:'::~~:'::+:'= 

red dot ri':lht between my mother:'~ _':'f':~:_ !~':'!'.':'!:-r."'s+:1:d her while hu':le do':ls sri':'r.'=.<1-. 

___ .. ':'11~-~ll_~P':~.':'t:.1::'~under t~,. bed. Only severi_.'!'':':'':'s old, I ~':'~_G1bsolutely .P."':'::!:-~~i,._d_. __ _ 

I bolted for my mom, '3rG1bbed her hG1nd G1nd held onto her GIS if she WGIS hG1n'3in'3 

the bG1cl< of GI cop CGlr- ThG1t1s when I reG1lized these men were police officers. They 

'-Ne drove to t~= j':'il house in silence, except: m:Y. whimpers. '-Nhen we __ ':'r.!:-)vedL\'I."' 

G1Sked GI million 'luestions. But the only thin':) they told us WGIS thG1t our 

'3rG1ndmother w~-~~in1;3_:'::t:ipicl< 1,1S up. They escorted':'.'~_+:t:i_':'_!':oom full of toys 

_______ \'!~':':'':_GI IG1dy hG1nded us GI te~~-beG1r- I threw the b_1:_t:1r ':'~.~~~.':'~ 1 possibly could 

G1nd WG1iled for my mother. '-Ne wG1ited in thG1t room for hours be-tore my 

..... . _li~e GI rubber_b_':'111 b_t:ii::iri_'=:i.':1':3 6.':'':~-~~-~l?!'::'::h between my~t:i~1 ':lr':''::'~P':'r."'11+:~1 .:1nd 

other rel':'tiv"~: At 17, I reG1lized my mo":'_\'l~_never '3oin1;3 __ +:t:i_~"' stG1ble, so I ':lot GI 

job G1nd stG1rted_ suppoi:-:':_ir:1':l~Y~el~'.. 

I G1m GI senior in hi':lh school livin'3 in my own G1pG1rtment. I don't hG1ve G1nyone SG1yin'3, 
-···I .. ······-····· -·-· ......... ·····-·················· .. ·............................................................................. --····-·········· .. ····-···- . --.~---·-·-···-···--····· ·---

ll':)et your homework done", "it's time -tor school" or "you need to ':JO to work". The 

difference between me G1nd most other hi':lh school students is 1 =n't depend on 

my mom. I WG1nt my life to '30 in the opposite direction of my mom's. I G1m 

Kids the childhood I never hG1d. 

-- -··--·· -··-···-··-······-··---···----



----··-..... _ .. - ........................ .. 

-----............ --................... _._ .. _ ..................... ____________ C_ry..?+-0L .. ,_ 
---------...... ·--···-·-·-----·--··-----·-----------,1-

~c.hool "'nd is c.L-\rren+-ly "' f' reshm"'n "'+-

___________ H_ill_sb_o_r_o_L-\_9h CommL-\ni+-y Colle9._e_. --1--

.......... - ....................................... __ ----- ........................ - ............ . ------- ·---·-··-.. -

--·-·---·-·--··-·---··--·----- -·-·-······---·---·--···-·------- -------t--

··---·········--····-··-·---··--·-······-···-·······-··-···----

---- .. -----------··-··--·-·---·-··-- ---------+--

---- ••s,••-···-··------·- .. ------

··················· ............ --------------···-··---·················-···- ................ __________ ··----···-
------------·-------····---------,--



Lyin':l in her hospih,1 bed, tubes wr"Pped <\l'Ot.<nd her body C1nd needles pokin':l ot.<t of her C1r1ns, with 

te<\l'S streC11nin':l down my fC1c.e, I qt.<ietly 5"y, "M""'", it's o~y- Yot.< =n leC1ve now. All yot.<r kids <\l'e here." 

I ='t stC1nd to see 1ny. 1no1n s...ffer ""'!"'ore. I =II< closer to her bedside, pt.<t her hc:lnd in mine c:1nd 

whisper my finC1I words, "M""'", I love yot.< so lnt.<c.h. I'm ':loin':l to miss yo.,." A sin':lle teC1r slides down her 

cheek "5 she tc:lkes her lc:lst bre"th. At 17 ye"ll'S old, I lost my best friend - my mother. 

My lnOln Wc:\S ht.<rtin':l for " lon':l ti1ne, bt.<t didn't tell C1nyone. One d"y, I W"5 "t my friend's hot.<se when 
•........•..• .......... -----········- ········--··--··- ·-··-·····•""'"•'"'""''""•'•-··----·••o,•--···· ... ............ 

my sister texted me, "Come home. Mom is very sic.k.11 I rt.<shed home, c.ryin':l the entire WCIY to my hot.<Se. I 
...................... ,. --···---······- .. ···-····-....... . ··- . -······- .. ···- . .. ···--·---··--·· 

stC1yed by my lnoln1S side, stC1rin':l "t her pc:1le blue f"ce. She looked wec:lk c:1nd helpless. My lnoln kept 
----· .. 

5"yin':l "I will ':let up in five minutes!" bt.<t I knew she didn't hC1ve the ener':JY· Finc:lily, the pC1rC11nedic.s 
-··---·····-···- ---·--·····--·-·- - ·-·-·-- ·-··-·· ··········---··· . ··-··-·----···- ··-··-· ·-·-···- ···- ·····-···--··--·--··· 

"ll'rived C1nd tried to help 1ny 1no1n wC1lk to her bed. It Wc:\S no t.<se. She c.ot.<ld ~rely breC1the, nonetheless 

w"II<. The EMT's put her on the stretcher C1nd rolled her into the C1lnbt.<IC1nce. Before they c.losed the 

doors, my 1no1n =lied my """'e, "Chrissy! I will be ri':lht ~ck!" Suddenly, her he"d fell ~c.kw"ll'ds "nd her 

eyes rolled to the ~c.k of her heC1d. I didn't know "t the time, bt.<t I witnessed my 1no1n hC1ve the heC1rt 

"tt"ck th"t wot.<ld end her life. \.Jhen the doc.tors woke her up, it wc:\S too k.te; 7£,o/• o-1' her brC1in Wc:\S 

deC1d, She c.ot.<ld no lon':ler t"II< to Irle C1nd c.ould ~rely move, bt.<t I knew she c.ould heC1r me. I stC1yed with 
-··- ,_ __ 

I·····-- .......... ········-····-··-···· . .. 

her CIS lnt.<ch "5 possible, c.onstc:1ntly t"lkin':I to her. Every ti1ne I told 1ny 1no1n how lnt.<c.h I missed her, " 
-·--··--- --

te<\I' would slowly run down her f"ce. T .;o 1n0nths "fter bein':l C1d1nitted, 1ny 1n01n pc:1Ssed C1WC1Y· 
... --··-···--·- ····--··------·--·-····· ------·-·· -·-----

My lnoln Wc:\S the only person I c.ould tC1lk to; we were best friends. She W"5 the one I would ':JO to for 
-··-·-··--···-··· -····· .............................. ---- ........... - '-••-·--

"dvic.e. I'd w"II< into our house upset, but "5 soon "5 I SCIW my 1no1n, " Slnile quickly returned to my f"ce. 

After school, we Spent hours t"lkin':I <\l'Ound our kite.hen tC1ble. She "1=y.; knew how to 1n<lke Irle feel 

better. Our SlnC1ll 1no1nents to':l"'ther C1re my fC1vorite memories. I'd do C1nythin':l to hC1ve her with Irle 

"':I"'"· 

The first c.ouple o-1' 1n0nths "Her my 1no1n pc:1Ssed were the hC1rdest. I Wc:\S forced to move in with my 

d"d, bt.<t we h"d" rocky relC1tionship, One ni':lht, he dr"nk too much C1nd l<1Shed out on me. I refused to 
······-·· .......... ... ·---- ·-·---·- -·······--···- ···············-····-···- .. 

t<lke his "buse C1nd rC1n C1WC1Y· The first ni':lht I slept on the streets. EventuC1lly, I c.onfided in my school 
·--····-------·· ----- -·-·-··--··---···- ·····--···-·---·--·--·---

psyc.holo':list "bout my situC1tion. She rec.o1n1nended me to Stmin':l Ri':lht, Now, "pro':lr"ln helpin':I 
----- . ··-···-·---- -··--------·-·· -------···-··-·"·····- ··-·~ -- •• -••<◄•• ····--···- ··············-····-·--··-·· 

homeless teens in situC1tions si1nilC1r to my own. After " Ion':!, inti1nidC1tin':l interview process, I W"5 
....... - --- -

CIC.cepted into the pro':lr""'· 
--

SRN chC1n'3ed my life for the better. Since I've been in the pro1;1r"1n, my rel"tionship with my f"ther 

improved si':lni-l'i=ntly. 'we stopped "r':luin':l, C1nd St<\l'ted tC1lkin':I every ~y- Before I joined SRN, I didn't 

know how to do IC1Undry or c.ook. No one ever took the time to te"c.h Irle simple life skills. Now, I Cc:\n 

c.on-l'idently stC1nd on my own two feet. I Clpprec.i<.te everythin':l SRN h"s done for 1ne. 1-1' it w"5n1t for 

this pro':lr"m, I would still be stuck "t " de"d end. But, God is ':lood. He showed me the ro"d to s...c.c.ess . 
.. ................ --····-········· -··········-··--···--··-----··· .... --·······-···--·-·· ................ ·-------·---·· 

Before my lnOln pc:1Ssed, she "'"de Irle promise two thin':ls. The first promise Wc:\S to finish school C1nd 
----·-·-- ·-····- - -----·-··-~--------~ -- ----------

C1ttend c.olle':le· The second Wc:\S to bec.01ne "" independent wolT>Cln. My 1no1n wc:1nted me to be 
-- -·-·-·-·--·--·-·--- --·-··--·---·--···-···-··-··-··--·····-····---·•--'"····-------···-·····-· ........ ·-····--------·· - -·······-···--- ·--·-· 

successful C1nd never hC1ve to stru':l':lle the WC1Y she did. I will ful-l'il my mom's dreC11ns. I'm determined to 
-·-··-··---···· -- ····- ·-·-"· ······--·-······ ·----- ............ -..... ·-···· ··--·- -·· 

':JrC1duC1te c.olle':le C1nd hC1ve "C<\l'eer, not just " job. I dreC1ln o-1' bein':l "forensic. scientist C1nd helpin':l 

society. I WC1nt to set "" eXC11nple for others to C1lwC1ys strive for the best, never settle. I've leC1rned 

success only c.o1nes to those who work for it. I'm determined to work hC1rd C1nd C1c.hieve every t:JOCII I set 

for myself. My ulti1T>C1te dreC1ln is to know I ""' lnC1kin':l my mother proud. 



-------·--·-·· 

-----··-·--·-····----·········-···-··-···--···- . __ Gyoec:l···-•···---

---·-Gyo~d9r~d~~t-ed f'rom vJh0irt-on Hi!3 __ h-J-_ 

~chool 0ind is cl.-\rrent-ly 0i f'reshm0in 0it-

_________ H_i_lls_b_o_r_o_L-\_,qhLomml,\nit-y ColleC3e wit-h 
................................................................................ . ........................................... -............................................................. .. .................................... , .... . 

int-e~tion of' ~t;llcomin!3.~!':!-~~I!~0r::~~t;ll4i_c_. _,___ 
-~---- ----··--·-- ~--·- - ·-·-·-··-·------- .. -·····-···--- -·-···· ---------·-···---·-----

--··--··--·------·-- --- ·----·· --··-··-·-········----···--·----- ------··--··- ·-

____ , .. 

-·---•--,• ----- .... --- ------·--- ____________ ,_ 

r-..... ·. J ~r~~i:NG 
~NOW 

------·------· _., ......... ----1 

------------·-·-···--- ---·-- -----------------1 



She pulls out- " c.le"r pipe "nd little b..'3'3ie c.ont-.. inin'3 wl,"t- lool<s lil<e Sin..!! pieces ,,r; '31..ss. SI,,. c.<>rel-'ull'I drops 

sotnethin'3 in tl,e pipe, .flic.l<s the cle..r '3reen lif3hter o.ncl slowl'I lif3hts the bottom. I ron four 'le"rs olcl "ncl w .. tc.l, 

in "we wl,ile m'I mother exh .. les o. bi'3 cloud ,,r; s,nol<e. She's with o. l-'riencl I've never seen before. The str"n'3"r l,o.5 

po.le blc,,cle h"ir with sc...J,s "II over her bocl'I, she looks sick. I see the look in m'I tnother1s e'les c.h"n'3e o.s she 

becomes " clil'l-'erent person. I know t-1,e look "II too well - sitnibr to Dr. J..k'III "nd Mr. H'lcle - o. """"" mc,,ster 

consutnes m'I mother's bocl'I. Her l-'riencl notices me "ncl points t-o tl,e door, I've been co.u'3ht. In one sudden 
-·- ···-···-··---····-.. -·"··-'"··-·-·-··· - ........ ...... .,. ............ ,. -----

>novetnent the door sbms in m'I l-'"c.e "nd I'm exiled l-'rom her room. As usu..!, I'm "lc,,e once "'3"in. 
·--- -----·-·····-·· -----·-····-··· - -·-·-····-- ------·-··--

Throuf3ho1"t m'l lil'e, m'I tnom sul-'l-'erecl l-'rom chronic. ·c1ru'3 "clcliction - coc.,ine, heroin ..ncl tneth. I bo1"nc.ecl 
-·-·-·-- -------- ···-·-··----- - - ···-----

between l-'"mil-/ members bec.,use she couldn't t..l<e c.,re ol-' me. M'I tnother tnovecl us l-'rom Puerto Rico to 
-·----·- ·-·· ·····----···-·---·····-·· -· -···· -----·-'"•'""'•-···-·•--0<-•• -·--····-··-

Floricl., in o.n "ttempt to ':let her lil'e to'3ether "ncl esco.pe m'I "busive l-'o.ther, She l<ept tellin'3 tne we were c,, 

our WO.'f to .::\ehieve +ha "AtneriCG\n c:lreG\m11
• Short-I-/ o.l-'ter we ':lot here, m'I mom's "clcliction ':l"t the best ol-' her. 

'We lost our "f"rtlnent when she chose clru'3s over P"'lin'3 the rent. She sent tne b..ck to Puerto Rico to sto.'I 

with.m'I '3r"ndp .. rents, who were welcomin'3, b,..t clil'l-'icult to live with. 

A 'le"r l"ter, m'I '3r"nclp«ents o.llowecl tne to relAnite with m'I tnom b..ck in Florid". M'I tnom's destructive 

lil-'esryle l,"cl not cl,o.n'3ecl ""cl her b.,cl clecisic,,s rubbed ,,r;l,' on tne. At nine 'le«s olcl, I stnol<ecl m'l l-'irst _ ..... ......... -···-·······-·••.- ········-··· . ·--· - . -·- ........... 
ci'3«ette "ncl ...secl clru":15 " l-'ew cl"'/5 bter. Followi"':l in m'I mother's l-'ootsteps, I 'luickl'I spir .. lecl out ol-' 

--·-·-" -··· ·-------··---·-··--·---- .. --····--- ·-··-·---·-·--··--·--··•"" .. 

control. Even thou'3h it b..rnt m'I nine-'le..r-dcl thr°"t-, m..rij""'n" Served o.s m'I esco.pe l-'rom re"lit-i- I wo.s t-oo 
-·--·--·-·- ·--·--·--·--···--·--·-··--"'··------ ·-··-·------ --- ------···--·--··· - -·-·····----·--····-····-

'10""'3 to think ol-' the C.~IAenc.es. M'I tnom ""cl cl"cl "re A<lclicts o.ncl cle"lers. I presutnecl I wo.s destined to 
-·········-- ······-I········- .......... ··········----·· -·--· 

the s"tne lil-'e. 

A concerned neif3hbcr co.Deel DCF "ncl the'I c.,me to m'I rescue. M'I tnom, not wo.ntin'3 to cle..l with the 

commotion, sent tne b.,ck to Puerto Rico l-'cr the l-'ourtl, titne. M'I '3r"nclp«ents tried h..rcl to ':live tne the love 

o.ncl o.ttentic,, I neeclecl, b..t I knew m'I '3""ncll-'"ther "lso sul-'l-'erecl l-'rom dru'3 "clclictic,,, o.s I w"tcl,ecl l,i,n sne..k 

out the b..ck o.l-'ter churcl, to ':let his l-'ix. 

Two 'le"rs bter, m'I tnom turned her lil'e "round. I >novecl b.,ck to Florid" for the l-'il-'th "nd l-'in"I t-itne t-o rive 

with her o.ncl m'I uncle, M'I uncle wo.s " '3"0cl inf11Aenc.e, '3ettin'3 m'I tnom into rel,.,.b "ncl '3ivi"'3 me the love o.ncl 
-·-·-···- --- -- -·-··--···-·-···-·· 

support I needed. For one l-'uD 'le..r, m'I >nom wo.s clru'3 l-'ree l-'or the .V-irst t-ime in m'l lil'e, And then, old h"bits 
----· ------- ·- ·-··--------··--- ... -- " --- . -. ------

soc,, resurl-' .. cecl. Lil-'e bec.rone " livin'3 hell 'We h"cl nowliere to live o.ncl went cl"'/5 witho1At elect-ricit'I, w..ter ""cl 
----.. ·····- ..•... .,.,_ .. ___ -

l-'oocl. 

One cl"'I, " l-'riencl ol-' m'I tnom's ,,r;l-'erecl to help "s '3"t bo.ck on our l-'eet. But o.s usu..!, so1nethin'3 "'""''15 
h..ppenecl, M'I tnom drove 1"ncler the in-1'!..ence o.ncl tot"lecl o"r co.r. I no lc,,'3er ho.cl o. w"'I to '3"t to scl,ooL 

Missin'3 school beCOMse ol-' her b.,cl choices inl'uri"tecl tne. I rel-'1Asecl to let m'I >nother dr"'3 tne clown with her. I 

m..cle the >nost clil-'l-'icult decision ,,r; m'l lil-'e "nd lel-'t to l-'in..11-/ bre..k the c.'lc.le. I moved in with m'I '3irll-'riencl1s 

l-'"mil-/, b,..t knew it coulcl onl-/ be tempor""'I-
-··--··---· ·---·-·--··-·-···-·· 

I c.c,,l-'iclecl in m'I school p5'1cholo'3ist o.bo,..t m'I siru .. tion o.ncl she recomtnenclecl tne to St-..rtin'3 Ri'3ht, Now 
---····-····· ---·--

cSRN>. SRN helps homeless teens in siru .. tions simibr to mine "nd ':lives us o. second c.h..nc.e. St..rtin'3 Rif3ht, Now 
---·-······-·- ·-·---···--···-····-----·· ······-··-- ............ ···--·-----··-"""'" -------···-···-···· ···----

enc.o1Ar"-'3es tne t-o focus on sell-'-improvement "nd b..ilcl o. solid l-'ouncl.,tion so I co.n be suc.cessl-'ul. I never w..nt 
..... ·--···--· --- -··-- ______ ,._,._.,. -- ·-----· - ·-·-·-···· -----··· 

t-o rel-/ on ""'I substo.nc.e to l-'eel ..Jive. 'With their help, I "m prep"ri"':l l-'or coDe'3", le..rnin'3 "bo"t l-'in .. nci"I 

responsibiliry ""cl conl-'!ict resol..tion. I pbn on pursuin'3 " nursin'3 cle'3ree so I c.,n help societ'I. As " n"rse, I 

w..nt to sh .. re m'I story so kids in detriment"! siru .. tions c.,n see there is hope. I look b.,ck o.ncl re .. liz.e I wo.S 

never destined to be" dr,..'3 "clclict or cleo.ler. I wo.s "lw..'ls clestinecl l-'or '3re"tness. 
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A+ the G1'3e o-t l.f, I WG\S kicked out of my ho=e. My mother SG1id she hG1ted 

me. She WG\S G1n<3ry GI+ the world, Gin effect o-t her brG1in sur<3ery, re-tusin'3 to 

speG1k to G1nyone. She disconnected the phones G1nd would not G1llow me to +G1lk 

to fomily. Cops G1nd CPS =me to my house be==e my sister cut herself due 
-·-·· ········" ....... , ... _, ____ --·--· ............................... -······ ......... , ....... _, _________________ 

to mother's G1buse. My <3rG1ndpG1 =m:_~_o her res':':1:; she left wi~~-~\~:-~e-
-- ····-·-····-· 

--
-----~Gly,1 =me home from school to my mom in GI fit of rG1<3e- She w~ yellin'3 G1nd 

smG1ckin<3 me. I =lied my dG1d-tor help. He told me to <3e+ out. So, I did. I WG\S 

youn'3, but could t~e =re o-t myself. 

I did not WG1n+ to end up like my brothers, locked in GI cell. I WG\S determined 

to G1ttend school. I did no+ -tG1ctor in how I w~ <3oin<3 to <3e+ there, where I WG\S 

<3oin<3 to s+Gl'(i or how I WG\S <3oin<3 to eG\t. I be<3G1n couch sur-rin<3 G1nd missin'3 GI 

lot o-t school. 

A friend invited me to s+G\'( with him in his +rG1iler. I =nno+ even count the 
-········· ···-· ·---··-· ·········-·· . . ... ·······-···-····-·······-·""""-"'"''--·- -----· 

dG1'(S we went without power. I SeG1rched -tor GI job, but no employer would hire GI 
---···-··-. ··-·····-··- -·-·-----

fifteen yeG1r old. I hG1d to survive by Gin'( meG1nS - rob, steG1l or deG1l- I looked in 
-- --

the mirror G1skin<3, do I WG1n+ to be GI '3G1n<3s+er!' 
--·-------- .. ··--·-- ·-------·--··· ··-----

I refocused on school, dedi=+in'3 my time to plG1yin<3 foo+bGIII. One dG\'( 

durin<3 prG1ctice, I +ore my ACL. I needed knee sur<3ery. My dG1d re-t=ed to 

help. I WG1nted to G1ttend colle<3e on GI -tootbG1II scholG1rship. But, GIS lon<3 G\S I WG\S 

under ei<3h+een, my mom owned me, G1nd I w~ not hG1vin<3 sur<3ery. I knew I hG1d 

to be emG1ncipG1ted. 

•••-m• ........... , .............. -
To ~e emG1ncipG1ted youmu~-~P~°.~:you ~Y'l_f'_t:'t:>vid=for yourself. FinG1lly, G1+ 

--·····-······· 
seventeen, I could '3e~_"' __ job._l spoke to my school sociG1l ~°.~~er who connected 

--- I••-···-. 

me with GI IG1wyer to -ti<3h+ my =se p_r°._ ~ono. The '3G1vel hit the desk G1nd my 

heG1r+ ~kipped GI be_"'+ WG1i+in<3 for my jud<3men+. _'v-JhGI+ if the jud<3e viewe~~: _ _"15 ____ 
GI rebel child seekin'3 freedom!' 

I entered the courtroom GI child G1nd exited GI mG1n. 'v-Jhen the jud<3e SG1id, 

"you Gire emG1ncipG1ted11 > I becG1me in control o-t my future. I worked '-10 hours GI 

week while mG1nG1<3in<3 my school work. I WG\S exhG1=+ed. 

One dG\'( my teG1cher G1nd I were +G1lkin<3- He explG1ined I worked double him, 

mG1kin<3 ten times less. I don't WG1n+ to live pG1ycheck to pG1ycheck. I WG1n+ to 
·--···'"·'····"· ... ............ ,_ -······ ············- ..... .......... .. ...... .. ............................... 

show others it is possible to mG1ke it, no mG1tter the obs+G1c.le. So I turned to GI 
---·- ·-----·- . ··············-··-··-·--··-·--·· -·--·--·-·- ··--·-··--····---···----··· 

----··-·--· 
non-profit or<3G1~:r.G1~~.,-~lled S+G1r+in<3 Ri~~'.>_Now, who helped me reG1li:r.e__<3oin<3 

----·--
to c.olle<3e is possible, GIS lon'3 GIS I keep my heG1d in my books G1nd G\WG\'( from 

i""··----·-·····-·····-·· ·---··---•-.-·•----·--·-·-·-·-·-· ----············-······· .. ·····-·-·----··· ---·-

dis+rG1c+ions. They help subsidize Gin G1pG1r+men+. Now, I =n focus on my <3rG1des 

G1nd be GI +rue student. I will G1ttend c.olle<3e. And once there, I will +G1ke 

G1dvG1n+G1<3e o-t every opporh.mi+y. 
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"T oJ<,. your j,.d<,,t otf," "'I stepdcd demonded. My fps ported to respend, b..t he wouldn't t.& less !-Mn my obedie=. HM<Jin<J my h""ld n 

sh,,,ne
1 
I peel<ed tt.row,h my 1,,,,- qt the p<e of elotl,,,s I W re'mOved. My heort bMt fqSter. My wide,_,,,. wos ti,,, only item I.ft. As I lifted my hoqd, 

ti,,, sc.ltiness of my teors rM down my [l's. 

"T,J(,. tl,,,m off or I will ~et my belt," he yelled. My h,,nds tre>rl,led qS I lowered "'I pqnties. Lyrics from q Voo/Jia Tql.s son~ repeqted n my h,qd. 

"·-···-···---·-··-·----------

---+------------------ ------------ - --
nvited her boyf'ria,d to loe with 145- ',Jhon I h<med twelve, he ~qve 'me ed-rq hwis, C<1U~ 'me dqddy's "pretty ~irl." f[,s hand on my b..d< or worm breqth 

m my nee.I< sent Shivers down m'i spR'le. I stnA.':Y:lled with depression, on11elty ond. severe Mc_,eY" issues. My stepfo.+kr's issues didn't jl.4St reside behind 

dosed doors. He c.onsto.nt~ lost his job; f'orc.a"\'3 us to ITt)ve st"te to sh,te. keepin'} m'I do.rK secret consumed me. MoW1'3 every yee,,r uihibited ma 

n½ht1 I ~qtl,,,red qU the CDurq~ in my l,,,qrt, lool<ed him n ti,,, eye ond told him, "Shi.t up, I dm't ,..nt to [,sten to yo" qr,d your scri,h<res. Yo" ore q 

hypec.rite.'1 The lool< ot r~e 1-ksl,,,d n his eyes, remind~ me ot q demon. I Knew noth~ would ever ch,,"'l• if I didn't find stre"'lth qnd tdl my mother. 
------- ·-······-·······-···-·-···--··-··- -----·---···--···-----------

'wl,,,n I did, we I.ft in the middle of ti,,, n½ht1 whu. my stepfqtl,,,r WqS qt work. We pqd<ed qD thqt =kl fit n °"r "-"', olon<j ..;th our si, qnim.Js qr,d 

................... .......... ------- ----- ... ········-···················-····----····· 
l,,,qded to Florid,._ As we drove down ti,,, droewqy1 I lool<ed h<.d< qt ti,,, kuse qr,d q sense ot freedom ""51,ed over ,ne. It wqS over, it= f\n.J~ over. 

eqfo~ to h<.ve electricity. 1i,ne qfter time 1,..l<ed into ti,,, Kitchen hq,~ food would mq<jic.J~ "l'Peor, only to be dis"f'ponted to find nothin<J- Food 

c;,ortment CDmpio, Served "5 e•ctia, popers. After two Y"""" of strw,~n~ in Florid.., my motl,,,r moved to AriwM ..th my sister. I = drq,ped off 

----+------------------------------------------·-····-'"··-···--··-·--'"-·-· 
'flYe ii the momi"":, to '3et ready for sd,ool, cane ho1ne1 for two hrurs to c.reffl homeworl<1 o.nd. H1en k"d. of-F to work. Most n½\.,ts my S'hif't ended 

----~--------------------- ----- -------------- ---·-··----------------. 
One dqy1 I "51<ed my =nselor how to c;,ply for free unch, since I wqS qn Un=mpqnied Y°"th. She W me t.JK to ti,,, schod socio! worl<er1 who 

suppat I bd<ed. h some Wqys ti,,, pro~""' feds [,l<e q fqmif/.1 went from hq""'l po..- qttend,..,co to never missin~ q dqy of schod. 

I WqS spm~, liKe M w,cortqin compqSS, in every direction, w,,,J,le to cl,oose q pqth. Now, not on~ do I h<.ve q pqth1 I Know my destinqtion. ',Jhon I 

lool< in ti,,, mrra every mornn~ I remind myself' I qm the ~irl who= forced to fqce pqin ond ~~~• qr,d stl =~ to e<:tn• °"ton tq,. By 
·-----------------···'"···-·----·-··-·-'"-

qttend~ q four-yeqr w,oersity, I wil be the f,-st in my fomifj to set ti,,, stqndqrd fc,- f"h<re ~nerqtions. 
------------------------- -··--·---·-·-··-·-·-----

""1 c.hoosin<J leqds to s=ss, After q~ I qm q SW'vivor qnd no mqtter how 'meny h<.rriers qre tt.rown in my pqth, I wl .,J,..ys l<eep climb~ ond reqch 
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stop. l'h!,'f speo.k for "se~nd o.nd hop 'luic.klv U"lto ti,,e co.r. I o.m o.fro.id. +o open tl,,e door or step Ol.ltsid.e. I h,we been instruc.+ed bv tn'f 

sisters not to unlod< #ie door for Oll'f rac>ison- The room is Stt\Dlll o.nd cluttered. wi+h rusted scum, infest-eel wi+h r~s o,nd, reeks of 

tn~dew. I feel +r~d. I sit up WD1i+int3 f'or tny sisters to CJBt hotnei Kn0Wlnt3 thev hAve to ~K by whc,,t I witness Ol4tsid.e. I o.tn l!i yeors old o.nd 

-------·--·-··--·-···-·····-···· 
never e'll:perienc.ed " 11reo.111 d,ild\.,ood. My mom o.boridoned. 1AS i, " motel My sisters ore o.111 ho.ve - so I hokl on to ti,,em +i13htlyl 

-----------------···--·-·--------
The "trst n½,h+ wi+hOl.lt ln'f moti,,er wo.s: o.wt'ul. Bein13 the youn~ of three sistersJ I WAS so thonKful to ho.ve -H-ietn witi,, me. They were 

only 17 o.nd 1'1 yeo.rs old. but H-.ey took co.re of me. I WiD1sn't old enou'3\., +o hD1ve o. job but thev both worked. to o.f'ford. the one smo.11 roottl we 

shored. The motel 'NQIS not- i, o. so.fe o.reo. orid +liev \.,DICi to wo.11<: hOme from work: every ni'31,,t- o.round a. o..tn. 

noise. WAS c.omt'lt3 from rny 1,,01.\Se. My mom o.nd lo.nd.lord were o.rc_,uint3 over unpo.id rent, W'\i.c.l,, WAS nothint3 new. it wo.s: the SC;\me cycle every 

yeo.r; my rnotn wculd.n't po.y rent o,nd, we were forel!td t-o move O.'}Oli-i. She d.idn1t t-ell me wl-ie.t- WAS t3ot'l13 oni but She d.idn1t !,,Dive to. I hw it-

wo.s onl-," mo.tter of time unfl we were Kic.Ked. 01At. Tl,,e neit ck.y, our lo.ndlord. put on ev\Ction notice on t\,e front door. Teo.rs STI'eD1tned. 

........................ 

pros+~tes. 'we were t\,ree yoi..mc:,i tee~ t3irls livrl() o.Jone in " sine:,~ motel room for seven mont\.6; it- Wo.s t\.,e wors+ l!!llperienc.e of m'i ltf"e. 
----------··----·------·-

M'i mom le.Vt us Wlt\,01A.t- so.vt'\'3 o. word., not even t3ood~e- A week lo.t-er, sl,,e c.o.Oed. to tel 1AS sl,,e wo.s: o.t o. dif'ferent hotel wit\., her boytMend. 

I WAS shocked. M-, mom couldn't po.'f for our rent but She could po.y to stc:>i'f o.t o. nicer hotel with her boyt~? He didn't evet'"'l hAve o. job. 

'tie d.idn't \.,o,,ve" stove orid the mt'li frid'3e wo.s: too s~O to fit oriythi,c:,. fMr only options were c.heo.p fo.st food or mi.c.rowo.veo.ble food. 

'tie D1te v.lendy's cmd ro.men nood~s for every meo.l I promised. m~, if' I ever c:,o+ Ol.4.-t- of the mote~ I would never eD1t these i+ems "'l"i,· 'tie 

lived down t\.,e street- from school so tr.:::v,sport-"tion wouldn't be on issue for me. 1 feo.red. m-, peers would see where I lived so I spri,ted to 

the motel every d"y SO no one wou.ld see 11\e. M-, SlSters were tireless!-, worKr\13 so I WQIS o.l'N'\ys o.lone. I fel-t- 5"d1 depressed o.nd c..onstD1ntl'i 

·······················-···--·--------

---+----------·-·-·-·-·-····--------·-----··-·--------- ----············-~--·--·------------
heo.d. I couldn't leo.ve t\,e room bec.o,use mv sisters dk:ln't- WD111t o.nvf-hi,13 W t-o l,,o.ppen +-c me. 

I-

One do.-,, I WDIS co.lied t-o -H,e c_,tAick.nCl!t off'ic.e +-0 see our soc.W worker. I found °"t m'i sister c.ont'essed. ou.r si"™'\tion t-o tl,,o school 

soc.W worker o.ncl s\.,e rec.omtnend.ed. 1AS to Sto.r-t-inc:, Rii:y,t, Now CSRt-1>, " pr013rAm thOl-t- helps \.,omeleSS vout-\.,. \-Je were "ble to interview wi-H, 

~y wculd provide us A st"ble home o.nd food o.nd help us with D1c..o.d.emi.c. SUpport SO we could D1ttend ccl\ec_,e, Most importo.n+ly, she SDlid we 

At first, I wo.s: \.,esitD1nt tc joi, the pro'31"0.m b.4t it wo.s tl,,e only WO.'f to Keep whc:>i-t- wo.s le.ft of our smo.11 fAmil-, t~et\.ter. Now, ln'f sisters 

----·-------·-···-·-·----·---------------···--···--- -·······-·-·--··-·--··-·--------

--,-----··· ·---·-······-·······--·······-
m'i st-cry o,nd, enc.ouro.c:,b"l(J ot\,ers +-o purSUe their cl.rec.ms. I wo.nt- to show ot\.,ers +-ho.+ no mo.tter where vou c.otne from or wha.t your 
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----J __ M_y mother t1,1rned the belt t:\ro1,1nd, hittinq me on my temple, slicin':l the corner 

o-r my eye open. Blood rt:\n down m'I cheek. Adrent:\line co1,1rsed throw3h my body 

mt:\kinq me n1,1mb. M'I step--tt:\ther1 in the bt:\ck'3ro1,1nd1 cht:\r..,ed t:\t me1 e'3:1in'3 me on 

to -riqht 6"'c.k. I Vt:\'3~ remember "my sister scret:\minq; then everythin':l went dt:\rk. 

____ ft_:t::_~4:-_l,,c,c,l __ t-b<:_".1':~t_c:l':'.'(_l_~_~_ir-i:J::,:,r::rc,'Jo,:J::,:,d "'bo1,1t my_ 1:,l':'.<:-1< ':Y':: ~9.": ~-':'.r-i:!:i-::i_':!_t_o __ 

___ _ :1et my mom in tro1,1bl':, I St:\id I Stt:\rted bol(ing t:\nd ht:\d t:\ mt:\tch the ni<jht be-tore. 

-·-·····-··········· 

My step--tt:\ther1 C:C>".15_":':'.r-i:f:"ly:t"ried to insti'J"':l::": ~£i':lb:J::~i:t"b l'."":l::,Y:J::b!'.'c,~i-::i_':l_ti:'': c:lir::l:::y_ _ 

looks t:\nd so-rtly_=c,mmentin'J 1,1nder his bret:\:'"h: __ ~en I wo1,1ld sti~_1::1e for mysel-r1 _~'1 __ _ 

mom wo1,1ld bet:\t me with her fists or t:\ broom, tellinq me to respect hi'frl. They ___ _ 

constt:\ntl'I kicked me 01,1t o-r the ho1,1se1 -rorcinq 'me to esc~e to my ~nts' ho1,1se. 

The'/ wo1,1ld reprimt:\nd me for beinc~ lt:\z.y1 even tho1,1'3h my step--tt:\ther ht:\sn't worked 

in three yet:\rS. He St:\t in bed plt:\ying video _':jt:\mes t:\11 dt:\y while I worked to pt:\y_t_h_e __ _ 

bills . 

. My c:lo.y stt:\rted t:\t _ sil( t:\.m. t~in'J twob1,1ses1_then ridin'j __ my bic'lcle two t:\nd_ ht:\1-t ____ _ 

miles to qet to work. Then1 I wo1,1ld ':lo to school, bt:\ck to work t:\nd -rint:\11'(_':jet home 

_':'.r:'?~!:!c:l_ti:'ic:lr-ii<Jb:t"_ et:\chdo.'1- I wo1,1ld <JiVE> "."'I_ mcitl')_tl')c,r-i,:,y£cir: the bills. One d"'Y> I __ 

discovered she ht:\d stolen $2,000 01,1t o-r my St:\vin~ t:\Cco1,1nt. I felt t:\lone t:\nd 

hopeless no one Wt:\S on my side. 

I be=me t:\ mt:\Ster t:\t hidinq~_t:\n'j1,1ish behind."' smile t:\nd bein'J t:\Ctive t:\t school 

so no one wo1,1ld s1,1spect my sit1,1t:\tion. I took it 1,1eon myself to mt:\ke my ed1,1=tion 

t:\ priority. I threw myself into el(trt:\c1,1rriCl,\lt:\r t:\Ctivities1 holdin'J let:\dership roles, 

t:\nd t:\rticie"'tin<J in c.o1,1ntless co"mm1,1nity service ero jects_, knowin'J it wo1,1ld m"'ke 

me t:\ better person. Onedt:\y,_l m1,1stered 1,1p the co1,1rt:\'je to record m'I mom 

"'b1,1sinq me on my ehone. I showed "my te"'cherthe video_ o-r my_mother_p1,1nchin':l "'nd __ _ 

.............. _chci~i".l'J!'::l':,t_ellir-i':l me I Wt:\S ~c,r::!:hl<:ss. Sb': St:\id I wo1,1lc:lr-i'": t:\mo1,1nt to t:\riy:tbi-::i':!':'.r-id 
she didn't Ct:\r_e t:\bo1,1t me.My tet:\c.her Wt:\te:hed __ the recordin..,_in t:\We_t:\nd ______________ _ 

immedi"'tely c,:\lled DCF. 

I believe ever'lthinci ht:\ppens for t:\ ret:\Son. Even tho1,1qh times were to1,1':!h t:\nd I lost 

everythin'J, I still St:\W the li<jht t:\t the end o-r the t1,1nnel. I kept my chin hi<Jh so I 

c.o1,1ld prove my mother wronq. My c.01,1sin Wt:\S in t:\ similt:\r sit1,1t:\tion t:\nd told 'me 

t:\bo1,1t t:\ ro':Jrt:\m he joined Ct:\lled Stt:\rtin'l Rj_c-,ht1 Now ('::RN). They provided him t:\nd 

ti:'':'.".l'l_o_:!:h_,:,r::t"":':1::1':'.':l':!'.'s ~i:t:l:_,_s_:!:o,_1:,ili_i:-y t:\nd reso1,1rc.es to live t:\ s1,1=cess-r1,1l Ii-re. The 

--- _er:-9_..,rt:\m ht:\S "iven me t:\ elt:\c.e to live,__o.J~_in<j_f ~ti::iily_o,__n_d_i::.l~s_=s_ :J::c,_h_':]p __ b_e_t_t_e_r ___ _ 

_ ti:'Y5_el-r. \-Jhen I ~"'s_ ':'.C:C:':P:t"_':? iritci th': er:'?<Jr:':'.tl') ···"' ~=i'Jh:': ~o,s_ lifted o-r-r o-r my 
sho1,1lders. SRN relieved the stress in my Ii-re so I Ct:\n -TOCl,\S on_bec.omin':! t:\ ht:\pp_ie_r __ _ 

_ __ person. I e""n on t:\ttendin'3 colle'3e t:\nd becomin':l t:\ motivt:\tiont:\1 Sf>E>t:\ker1 Servin_':! __ _ 

kids in sit1,1"'tions simi""r to mine. 



··------··----··---··-·······-··-··--··-··-··-·---- ------··-····-·--··--·----·--------····---------1 

--------·-- ·-·---·-·-·· 
_______ k~le __ ·····-

_·····-_-_··_····-_·····_······_·····_····=====-----ky!~8r~d1A~+ed.°f'romAr~~·-···o_--o_··d_··--1-­

H\9h ~c.hool ~nd ~++ended +he 

___________ vJ_e_l_d_\n~ Pro~r~m ~+ H\llsboroiAc=,b_ __ 
---···· .......... ·-·------·-··--··--·- ·-·--·---··-·-••-'••·-·····----·- .. ··- .. ···-·····-· .. ·· ... - .. -- ....... _ 

______________ C_o_m_m_~!'.:frt_y Colle~e. He •~-- __ _ 
-·-··--·- ·----- -··- ··- -------------- -·-----------

C.1Arre~t!Y4!:~P.1C?.'i~-~t:\?. t:\ .~4!:lder. ··--

-------····--·--··-··----···-·-·········· ··-············-···-···········--·--······ --·---·-'"·"·'-··-···----------- --··-···---

-------------···---···-··-···--··--·--------·········-··----·--------------l-

w !~ftG :==-·········_······-·_···------



It "'II st01rted IYW freshmen 'leO\r of hi"lh school. My mom told me to <30 }ive ______ _ 

with m'I d"'d. I left th"'+ d"''I ho~ +hin':ls would cool down 01nd I could come 

b"'ck in "' couple d01\/S- \-Jhen I went b"'ck~y mom 01nd s+epd"'d COiiied the cops 

01nd I WO\S told to move out of m'I mom's house th"'+ d"''I· It hOIS been 01lmos+ 

___ . __ _f-91::'".'.Y""~".'S..S.i".:'::':."'."':' ~~~""_5.poken. ........... .... ___ ··-· _ ............. _ _ _ ... __ _ 

__ ._,_ ___ l_li_ve_d_w_i+_h_m~y f~:f::~':'r the rest '?T"!'.YT".'':'_S.'1..~E:.".:_Ye"'r 01nd "'couf>le months 

_ __ __ _ _into my sophotnore '(eO\r. M'( d"'d 01nd.l 01lw~ys h"'d~ f01irlydose rel01+ionship 

____ ,_ __ e_v_e_n_+_h_o_u~'3\:i.~':'_r,ev_E>".'~~~-""-'3ood choices. M'f_d"'d is 01n 01lcoholic. A little 01f+ ... _r:: ___ _ 

movin"I in with him, our house WO\S foreclosed on. My d"'d h"'d no job 01nd no 

--1---S_01_v_in_1G1,_s, so he <30+ "' job +h01+ req1,1ired +r01velin<3l which left me with no p01ren+01l 

q1,1id01nce. \-Jhen my ~d WO\S in town he WO\S cons+01n+ly dr1,1nk so I s+01yed in my 

room OIS much OIS possible b1,1t event1,1"'lly 01r<31Aments between 1,1s ens1,1ed. He 

wo1,1ld h01ve mone'I for his <3irlfriend's beer 01nd ci<301rettes, b1,1t no l1,1nch money 

.......................................... or<301S_ to +"'Ke. tne to school. _ 
The d"''I I left my d"'d's house,_ my life ch01n1:3ed. 1130+ 01job 01nd worked <lifter _____ _ 

. S.~~oc,1,.S.~'::1'31::'P e,r,c,L:''3~ tnc,r,,s,y_:f::o blAytnyc,""".1 :t::r::L:'ck 5.0 I wo1,1ld r:i<:::t::. h01ve to ".'""I'( 

on others to qet me to school 01nd cinywhere else I_ needed to <30- I_ fin~y h01d __ ._ 

f1,1II control of m'I life. 

The qre01+est influence on my life h"'s been my "uncle" Ricky 'Sewell, who WO\S 

01ctu01lly my ~d's best friend 1,1ntil he s+01rted choosin9 booze 01nd ':lirlfriends 

over his friends 01nd f"'mil'I- Rick\/ took me in when m'I d"'d did not, 01nd 

+re01+ed me like "' son. He hOIS qiven me <31Aid01nce 01nd hOIS set "' ':lood eX01mple 

of' how to be "' m01n-_,_____ - ·---·-·--··----·--·····-

___ M_y,_<3o~~01re to <3r01d1A01te from hi<3h school 01nd to St-01r+ the weldin'3 

......................... -········· ... Pr:'.'?'3".'"'m "'+ Hillsbo_r:c,L:''3~ ~-'?lnt:"11::''::l~T'i .. ~1::ll,s,'3e- I W01n+ to be9in my CO\reer "'5. __ ~ 
welder so th01+ I COin su _p9_r:::f::_!nyself' OIS soon OIS po5.5.i!?_l,s,:_ ______ . _________ _ 

----·· ·····- ---······-----

--------------··-··--. 

--+--------------·---··--·-··--~--·----------··-·--······--· -----·----------



---- ""-·-············----······-····"-•""""""-·····-·--···------·--------·--·--·---·· "·----------------
Mel0inie -----

School 0ind is c.1Arrent-ly "' j1Anior 0i+ +he 

Universi+y of' ~01A+h Florid0i e1Ars1Aing "' 

B~~h~lor's in 'women 0ind Gender St-1Adies. 

-----·---·--------------

1·············-············ 

------------- ------·---------·---------------- --+--

-------·-·-·-·--··--·--··-·-·· -·-····--····-··-

------------- --------·--·------------!--



__ +- _____ H ___ i __ s_ hG1n~~ rG1i, t::"'::""i:,~s m'I body_c::1.,~ -~e_l_'l~i~e_ered in my _ _e_'!:! _ "Goi:,~ ':1:'='"'':1i':1';l __ __ _ _____ _ 
s1..1nshii:i_e,l't::"l!~_i:,".'';l_l,,_)!_di~not feel like one, He ':lot on tof> of me, kissed Yrl'I 

fol"e_l,,e_~~~':1~ le::\~~ ~':1-~':~-"'~:t::h me for GI ~_ew ~01..1rs. ThG1i::__l_'l"l~ __ his ro1..1tine. H'=-"'--='".'~d ___ _ 
crG1wl into Yrl'I bed mornin':l G1nd ni':lht. _ \.JhG1t hG1ppened in between consisted of __ _ 
11G1ccidentG1111 WG1lk-ins while I WG\S chG1n';lin':l or ':lettin':l 01..1t of the shower. Or even the 

ocCG1sionG1I ';lrG\b of the hG1ir, br1..1sh G\';lG\inst the cheek or the slow lin':lerin':l of his 

_ _ ___ i~_"'._C}:_i:,.,v_el"~"'.:t::)i:,':Jl:JLI sho1..1ld hc::1ve_l_'l~!_l,,_yo".'""t.':i:,!_l,,_el"_:''_~hen I CG1He~_':1:''l_':1:',:,_t~e_l"1 __ the 

_i:,_':1~Y-"'_E>_~f>l:l!:1Se I ':lot l_'l"IS the so1..1nd ~-~e_r__l,,"l':_';l_i'::1':L".'l' _ _the phone. No one believed me. I 

____ -~~-!:1:'_s1..1pp_1:Jl"t s'lstem to ':let rr,'lself off this horrible roG1d, 

ThG1t is when I decide~ _:t::i::i_~':_':::'_l'!'e __ ~dependent. T odG1'1, I'm GI differei::i_!!'':!:~l:':1_:_ I ____ _ 

leG1rned I control the roG1d I trG1vel. I CG\n hop on G1nd off G1nd s1..1pport m'lself. I moved 

01..1t the ho1..1se before I even t1..1rned ei':lhteen1 ':lot GI job, G1nd pG1id Yrl'I own bills. Now 

G1bo1..1t to ';lrG1dt.1G1te hi':l\., school G1nd G1ttend the Universit'I of Sot.1th Florid.::\, Never 
------"-----"---------------'--------------

G\';lc::\i., l_'lill I _r_:_ely_on someone else to SG1ve me: f!iy c,~~!t::"l!:I': _ Wr::\S __ ri,:,_! _ GI ~".'':1:'f> _ i., _ _t~': l"l:lr::\~- _ 

_____ __ !~c::\!:_le_f_t_':1:'':__~_l"oken G1nd_b__r_:".'~~:~:_(:t:_1s1G1s _"'.l_'l~'::-::".'P CGIII to embrG1~e Gln'/thin';lli_fe __ _ 

___ t~rows G1t me G1nd t1..1rn it into Gin opport1..1nit'I. ____________ _ 

-----------·~---·-······-~··--- --·---------
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The ride to his houSe is nothin'3 new, nothir'k3 "n'to.milia.r to my 17 yeo.rS. \\lo.1Kin'3 ln, there ore no li'3hts, o.nd I ~n ~rely 

See, bui- I Know e,.,c.tly H,e room. No i-ime is w..si-ed. For lioLArS I do wh..i- I need i-o -l'or "pk.c.e i-o si-"y-l'or the ni-3ht. Ye<arS 

e<arlier, 11,.,d re"d " book th.,t involved c.h<art\c.ters so desper.,te to SLArvive l-1,ey LASed their bodies to P"Y -l'or wh<at they 

needed. I did not re"liu, I wowd L:.ter -l'ind myself in " similo.r position, s..yin-3 I woLAld never lower myself to SLAci. " level. Now 

It's 11:00 p.m. I jLAsi- -3ot o-1'-I' worl<, c.ompletin-3 t\nother ei-3hteen hoLAr d.,y: sc.hool1 worl<, homework, " c.OLAple hoLArS o-1' 

sleep in between, then it sto.rts over 0.'30.in. 11m elho.us+ed, bt...t I ho.ve nowhere to sto.y, ho.\t\n'3 been kicked o.P.P O't o. 

'triend's couch dL4e to too 'ml:!ny lo.te ni,:,hts O't worK. 
,------~·---➔-•-··· -------·-··-···-----··-··---------------------

I Know wh<at I h<ave to do ton~ht.1-l'eel dirty, LASed, nothin-3 more th<an "n object rented -l'or the ni-3ht then thrown 
--- ---➔------ ---~--- -· ----------- ------------------------·-·--··--------

t\Wt\Y• With no pk.c.e to st"y .,nd work the nest d.,y, I do t\nyth~ t\nd everythin'3 in order to not sleep oLAtside dLArin'3 i-1,e 

middle o.f winter ond still mo.ke it to work on time to keep my job o.t H,e bu.r'3er joint, Ftve Gu:ys. 

Time po.sses slowly. I o.rn niAmb. I f"eel nothln'J other H10.n impo.tienc.a 'tor +ha sleep H,o.t will eventuo.lly come one.a my 

debt is p<aid -l'or the ni'3ht. I cl.oose to bl=i( cut bec.<aLASe I wowd r"ther not remember the "bLASe my body is SLA-l'-l'erin'3, 

the sleep I Know I've h<ad to et\m-

lt's too '3ood to be trLAe- A-l'ter s..=i-l'ic.in'3 my body in order to P"Y -l'or wh.,t my money caLAld not, I'm told to '3et oLAt 
--····---·- ··--·-·-·--------------------····----------·-··--···-- -------

.. t three in i-1,e mornin'3· I -l'eel cl.e.,ted "nd -l'LArioLAS bec.<aLASe we "'3reed to the terms be-l'oreh<and. I let mySelf be fooled 
-- -·--·-···-------- - -· ···-···-------·------➔- .. ➔~··-----------------------

..,d h<ave no ""Y o-1' '3"inin'3 b<ac.K wh<at ""s '3iven to me th<at ni'3ht: sht\lne1 disrespect, ..,d "be,d repLAt.,tion. It's SLAddenly 
1--------------------------

so cle<ar I need him more th"n he needs me. v!,th now\.,ere to "!", I be'3 -l'or " ride c.loSer to my job but -l'ind myeelf "lone ..,d 

in the cald with nothin'3 on bLAt my work shirt "nd je"ns - e,.,c.tly ,..1,.,t I tried to "void. Fin<ally -l'indin-3 " little LAnloc.Ked 

Mi<at", I wed'3e myself inside <and Se<arc.h the c.<ar for "nythi"':l th<at c.cukl Keep me ""rm. It's -l'i-l'ty de'3rees OLAtside t\nd i-1,e 

""r provides h<ardly t\ny relief. Shiverin'3 t\nd LAnc.omfort.,ble, I -\'"m.,Uy doi.e o-1'-I' l<nowin'3 I ht\ve worl< very soon. 

A 'few times I o.lmost dropped oLott of school - the eo.sier c.hoic.e - bu.t- I'm protAd to so.y I o.m ln the lntemo.+ionG'il 

&cc..c\lo.u.reo.te Pro'3ro.m (18). I ho.d. to leeim to beileinc.a 0i job, f"ind. 0i plo.c.a t-o sleep, o.nd ein 18 workloo.d.. In my experience, 

poverty o.nd hordship sho.dow lo.c.k of' ed"'c.o.-tion. \.Jhen 1 ~ homeless, f'ew +hin,:,,s mo.ttered t-o me. I f'oreed n--.yself' -to CDl"a 
--- 1-····-··- --------------- . ···-·-.. ·-·-·--

o.botA-t work, shel-ter, school, o.nd. tro.nsp,orh~-tion. I wo.s d.e-termined. to s-to.y in school, despi-te rny e"Xho.tA.s-tion. My desire to 
----------··-······ .. -·-· .. -··· -·-~ ----·-- --· ·--··--· .. ------------ --·---··-- .. ~ - -------·-- --------

hoLASe to hotASe, never l<nowin'3 when I woiAld. be Kic.ked otAt. I ho.d problems be inc_, on independent, 1Andero.'3e shAd.en-t o.nd 

can-l'ided in " scl,ool soc.i<al worl<er. She tokl me "bo"t St.,rtin<3 Ri<3ht, Now cSRNl, whicl, is " pro<3rt\tn helpin<3 homeless 

teens. I ""5 c.oLAntin<3 down the d.,ys LAntil my ei~hteenth birthd..y when I wculd be le'3"1 to interview -l'or the pro'3r"m, 

withotAt my po.rents' consent. DIA.rin'3 t\,e interview, I WG\S nervcus eind. sc.o.red. btAt deSperG\te to '3e-t otAt ofr tny CtArrent 

si-t""tion. 

I don't o-l'ten <3et " bre..K in li-l'e. \.Jhen I w<aS "c.c.epi-ed into the pr0<3"t\lT\1 it -l'elt SLArre<al. SRN '3"ve me <an opport...nity, 

me pion my 't"'ture so I'm never +r~ped in o. situo.-tion like my pG\St. No lonc_,er do I heive to borter my body. I o..m respected 

'toe.us on my 'tu.ture. 



-------··--···----········-·---·-·--·-------

------···---················ 
Philli ----·····-···· p ····- ·--··--

----~-----·- ·····-···-··--------- ----- ··--·-·-····----· -·------

______ -·_-··_--P_-h_,_ifie_13r0icl1A0i-t-ecl fromS-t-einbrenn~r Hi~_h-­

School aincl pro1Aclly serves in -t-he Uni-t-ecl 

_________ S-t-_ai_-t-_e_s_M_ai_r_i_n_e_C_o_rps. He wais recen-t-ly __ 

_______ ·-·_···_······_·······_··········_· e~mo+~~-.. ±"E °' Laince Coq~orail. 
---------··--- ····-··--···-···········-·------·---------·-·· --
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the doorw01y, S1Arprised he WO\S 01Skin':l f'or my help. My d"'d, 0\ stron':l m01n, never 

showed we01kness. 'with no or01n':je jJAic.e in the f'rid<:3e, I improvised with SIA<:JOlr 

.w01ter. He '1"lped it down, pl01ci':1':t~is h01n~e>~':!'.~~~~=-=~i~~e WO\S tired of' 
1 ___ e_ve_r_'t~!':1.':l:~':\>Jt::1=_1:':5~"'UY=!:e>i:::,~~!:.l\>J\!:':1':=-s_'=d -teO\r oi:i_his -tO\c.e. I h01d no._i~="'--·· 

__ , ___ h_o_w_t_o ~=l_p_:_~_':_w~ ~!:':':1:::.~':d in swe01t 01nd ':lt::l=ein':l f'or 01ir. ___ . _. . _ ·---

1 didn't_kne>w_~C>\>J_~t::\~-IT"ly_~~!:-~=!:.'s illness rMII'{ wO\S. He told me the p01i11 ':'"'s 0\ 

symptom of' f'or':lettin':l to t01ke his insiAlin. A week I01ter, he WO\S di01<:Jnosed with 

stom01ch C-0\nc.er. I c.oJAldn't believe it. One of' my ':lre01test -te01rS is losin':l~m~y ___ _ 

p01rents bef'ore they See me become S1AcceSS-t1AI. T 01kinci in the news 01bo1At 

C01ncer WO\S overwhelminc:i- I knew he WOIS be':linnin':l to die. ~------------------
_ __,,_ __ l~':lrew 1Ap m01inly with my mother who WO\S 1An01ble to m01int01in 0\ st01ble home. I 

__ :::le01ned my=i:11.'.__t::111~ Wt::\s_hed my clothes 01t ~~!:=~C>C>_~!:':=!:t::\IA':t::\':1!:s_e>11t::\r_'i'':l"lt::\r.. __ _ 
b"'sis. I linked up with "' b"'d crowd to rebel "'':l"'inst my mother. 'tJhen I tJArned 

_____ ~-IT"l~t_lT"l_:>ther moved O\WO\Y 01nd I h01d no choice bJAt _ t_o_mov':"_ in with my dO\d. I 

---·--- ____ -~i~_rit:>_! re01lly knt:>~-.~~IT"l_\'I':_~_: ________ --·---·----· _____ _ 
It WOIS my -t01ther's mission to "m<'lke 0\ m01n 01At of' me.11 He m01de me '='~e_t_01 ___ _ 

-tJAll-time job 01nd st01rt p01yin':l bills. I WO\S only 0\ senior in hi<:Jh school. It WO\S 

exh011AStin':l to work 01nd keep 1Ap in school. My dre01m of' ':jr01d1A01tin':l WO\S slowly --1------
d et er i or 01 tin ':l- My -t01ther 01nd I bJAtted he01ds. He b01rely spoke to me iAnless it 

WO\S yellin':l 01At orders. He WO\S never proJAd of' me or showed 01ny 0\-t-tection. I 
--+-----~-

:: r. t::1 ~ = ~. '3 ~ i ~ t::\ 119.-:' _:r_o ~ele.5-~':P~=r:~ IT"l'f d':::isions f'or t~': ... ~~t"r:':.: ~i:t:_~_t_h_e ___ _ 
C01ncer riddlin':l his body} he beC01me violentl'l__t::\_11':j_r_'{: I ~=It lil<e 0\ b!Arden. I 

-·················t···--·--n···e······e·····d········e·····d······· to le01ve, bJAt h01d nowhere to eSC-Olpe. I conf'id':~ iri IT"IY school mentor 
__ t::\~C>~!:_IT)y sit1A01tie>_n w~o p~!: IT"lt>_i11 .. ::::'':1tt::\:::!: \'li!:h St01rti11'.l Ri':l~!:,_~e>~ (~~~?: _________ _ 

'tJith SRN I -toJAnd 0\ home where I 01m h01ppy 01nd f'eel welcomed. They provide 

in continJAin':l my ed1Ac01tion 01nd enco1Ar01':jed to do well in school. I'm on tr01ck 

to ':jr01d1A01te f'rom hi':lh school 01nd will be the f'irst of' my siblin':ls to <:JO to -----~ "--------
c.o II e ':le - I h01ve 0\ pl01n f'or my -t1At1Are, which inc.lJAdes -tlAlf'illin':l my dre01m to serve 

in the milit01ry. I'm on my_~t::\_'l_!:e>.~.:::e>IT"li':1.':l someone ':1e>!: i:,nly I COin be proJAd ~> __ -·­

bJAt my p01rents COin be _proJAd of' O\S well. I sei:_t::1_':jre01t -t1At1Are __ t::\he01d of' me 01nd 

____ l.\>JiU~ork h01rd to p1ArS1Ae my dret::\IT)S. -------···· ......... ··-···---



----·---·- --*-----·--·- - ---------·-

···-········-····---······· .. ---- - -·- ·R~~d~ll ~r"d~"+ed f'rom Arm.wo_o_d~H~i~-_h---~·····-_····-_-1 

~c.hool "nd will e"rn his B"c.helor's of' 

_---_·······_········_········_·····_·-_--··_······ _______ f'_r_o_m_C_o_"_s_+_G\ __ r_._C_~rolin" Uni~~rsi+y. __ ·········-···-

--·--······-···-·····-·····-··········-····-f········· 

-·•·•···-·--··--·--·. ~-·······-····---- -·- ······---·--··-··-······--------·-·--·--

.........................•...•....•..................... -. .. -......... _. .. _.,. ......... _ .......... ., .. ----····-··--------- ········ 

-----------····-··--··········--···-·--·-···---·--····-·-···-··-····-·--·-····-

-----·---·--···-·······---···-



I threw the first p1Anc.h. Then ':llAnS stArted shootin':l And I r~n behind ~ =r- I felt 

A b1Allet -rl't ri':lht pASt the left side of 'm'f "tAc.e. M't mind went blAnk ... After thAt 

dA'f, I stopped p1Attin':l 'm'fself' in those sit1AAtions, ':livin':l 'm'fSelf' A C-1Ar-rew. I did not 

WAnt to die. 

_ I Ii~""~ in_ !~e pro jec. ts, -tlAII of' bA~ e""opl"" 'm'f entire c.~il~~='()-~ ::: ~"IA':l deAlers!_killers 

And rApists. People wo1Ald visit OIAr home, IA'f their ':llAnS down ~nd st~rt 'meASIArin':l__ _ ___ _ 

drlA':lS- I leArned how to br.,,,~ dow_n weed 'l_lAic.kl't· I sold pills, sho! ';l~r:is-An~~~~=-~ _____ _ 

people. M't morn hAS spent A lot of' 'm'f_lif'e in_jAil. _ I do not know 'm'f -tAther._ This WAS 

~n norrnAl-

StArtin':l hi':lh school I decided to c.hAn':le 'm'f life b't triAI And error. I ~ssoc.iAted 

with different people, Ac.tin':) how the't WAnted, not reAliz.in':l I j1ASt needed to be 

me. M't j1Anior 'feAr of hi':lh school I WAS ':liven the opport1Anit't to join ~ non-profit 

expenses,_A job And e\'Tl(:)!i'?n__~-~IApport. I knew I needed !h_"":':"ee'?r:..!: __ ~-~~-°-':r:.""°-'''Y 

_ .. _';l()in';l to c.hAn':l_""_l'Tly_l\-r"":. :i:i,""f'r:.'?':fA~ l'T)°-'~""-!!'"" _!"~~~·:::l'Jill I ';l':."'-~-~°.'.!:"".or end 1Ap in 
jAil? \-Jill I rnAkeAn~hin':l of rnylif.,,,? I WASworried 'm'f pASt_wo1Ald~tc.h LAp withrne; ____ _ 

___ -~11_"!::~e times I WAS Arrested; All the times I didn't tAKe :_9-_\.,_,:,()) seriolASl'f; A~_!!1_.,,,_tirn"".:_ __ 

I lost 'm'f temper. Those times hAve c.hAn':led forever. The pro':lrA'm 'mAde 'me 

pArtic.ipAte in leAdership =rrips, DAie CArne':lie, work pArt time, never miss school, 

!~"" less tro1Able I will ':I""! in_!'?: B.,,,in_':l ~~:'Cl"':."".e°.'!'."": me for th.,,,_r""~_l _w_o_rl_d_. __ _ 

.. I live Alone in_l'T)y own Ap~rtrnen!_!his 'f""Af'be=1Ase_l~n_':':li~""':'i:':_~--'m'f morn. <;:he 

lives in A S'mAII trAiler with nine people And there is no room for me. I need to stA'f 
····-··---·-f······- . --·------- - ·-··· --·-----·····----·-···-··--·--········ -·······-·-·- ··---······· ··-·······--······-···--· -· .. -- -~--

--()~\'T)'j _e()_:!!ive pAth. I hope _ _l_w_i~_ ~-"" _i:>1At:tA_n_~it,_':l_ ni:>t_oi:i_ly ,:,n_ !~"" Jield A_n_din__the_,.in_':l 
b1At in the c.lASSroorn. I will work for it be=1Ase I don't WAnt An'fthin':l hAnded to me. 

Abide b't A C-1Ar-tew I set for 'm'fseW. If I =n 'mAke it from A terrible nei':lhborhood to 

-------------------···---·-----



------------·--··-----,--

____ R_ai~haiel _____ _ 

---- _______ .. , .. -•.---•····-····---·---·--··-···-··--·--

Cen+er ain~ris c.urren+l'i °' .freshmain ai+ 
---·--··· ...... _ .. ________ ..................... -------·-····· .. ····· ....... ., ............ ____ ·····-···-···-·····-· .............. _,,., ...... . 

-·-··-·-····-··········----------

-·······---------·---·······--··-·····---- ---- ·-······-···-·-··--···I···---··---··--

··-------·-· ·-·---- ·•• .. ·• ···---•--- ··--•··---· ·-·-·-·---------

-··--····--···· ····-····--·-··---··•-······-·--------



''YOU vJORTHLESS BITCH!" erupts o"'t di my f.,ther's mO'-'th. My p<>rent's "r'l"'ment domin<>tos the room, de.,fenn~ the 50'-'nd di°"" 

out cf t\,e room, I See mv .f'a.ther spit i, her f'c.ce. In one swift movement, he bunc1es rnv mom's delic.o.te bodv into the kitd,en wo.lL A 

p<>im'w ~"'""" distorts her f.,c.e, she looKs Iii<,, " r"-,JolL My mom l'.,lls to the floor, rove<>fin~ " hob in the w..11 resemblin~ her silho .... tto. I 

-.c.he to protect my mother; her wMry body is no m..tc.h to my l'"ther's wro.th. At 1.2 y....s old, I try to 5"'mmon the =~e to sto.nd 

-----···--·-··-··--·--·--·····-····-··--·----·----·-·-·-
my p<>rents. I slept in the fi~n~ roo>n on "dn~y so'/., with my brother. One ni~ht, my mother's bon..-c.hilfin~ sc.r..,m sto.rtled me °"'t di" 

------·--·······---···-····-· ···--·· -·-···-··-··------- --- -· - - -- ~--

ot rny teo.rreyed mother. lnturk:\ted, rn'l 'ta.H,er tv.rned his wrc.th on me, prM.d,in13 how I needed to respect hil1\. I re.fusad to reSpec.t 

I needed to esc.o.pe H,is \ivi,13 nicj,,hno.re. I c.onfessed seven 'ieo.rs of' domeStic. violence, tn'{ deepest Secret, in a, SlA.ieida note. I sloW.'i 

me. As I held my br..,th I hoo,rd the sd/t p<>tter ol' footsteps; rny fittle brother w..ll<ed i,to the kite.hen. Looi(.,~ into his eyes, I felt-

..sho.med. I c.owdn't bo.ve hirn .,b, •. In "sin~I• moment, I decided I WO'-'ld never let the "c.tions di my "b...sive l'.,ther control >ny life. 

Neitl'ler CIT mv po.rents worked, which reStA!ted U'\ our f'o.m~v bein13 c.hronic.o.lv \.iomeless. h S\1 yeo.rs, I f'~ five evictions in seven eitieS, 

··--·····---·----·-· ·--- ·---- ------- ----··-····-···-·-·--·-··-
the fines of c.ol<e "s his medicine. My mo>n wO'-'ld be hi~\, on p<>inkilbrs while rny d"'1 1"'icl<ly snorted f,nes di white powder thr°"'~\, " c....t 

str .. w. At one point, I tho ... ~ht rny f.,ther ho.d "job "t Ho,ne Depot. He periodic...iy c...me home with expensive tools we h.,d to hide ""°"'"d 

S<>W my f.,ther bein~ dr~~ °"'t di the store in ho.ndc....1'fs. 11 ... icl<ly re..lized he w..sn't workin~ for Home Depot; he w..s Selin~ stolon tools. 

T.he lo.st tone I 5"W my d.,d wo.s Dec.ember 2'1, 200~. Christm..s E,e momin% my d"'1 stepped O'-'t di tho <>p<>rtment to r"'""" erro.nd. 

<>rrested shortly .,Her he bl't. At tho time, my mother W"5 i, reho,b. She c.o.me beck when she fo ... nd o...t o.bo...t my f.,ther's 

--------- -------------------·--·---··- ----·- --•·-··-----------

vJe st"yed i, friend's hO'-'Ses, b...t .........i1y ho.d to P"Y rent. I tooK on "p<>rt time job whilo "ttendin~ school to P"Y the bils. My motl,er still 

didn't work o.nd I didn't m..l<e eno...~h to 5"'pport o.i three di '-'S. Evenrn..lly, we rOJ1 O'-'t di loved ones willin~ to hep. /It- 17 ye<>rs old, my 

l'o.rnuy fin..ly w to sep<>Mte. My brother W"5 sent to five in l'hkl,,phi.. with my f.,ther, who WO.S recently rdo..sed from j .. il. I st .. yed with 

the l'o.ther ol' my best friend on " ternporo.ry besis. 

Evenrn..lly, my 'l"'id..nc.e c.o"'"5elor c...lled me down to her dif\c.e. I repeo.tedly c.hol<ed on sylbblos "5 I confessed rny stn.~~bs; bfostered 

Sep<>ro.tion di my fo.rnuy. She recommended me to "proo/"m helpin~ homeless teens c...lbd, St<>rtn~ Ri.y,t, /low. A few d..ys l..ter, I w..s 

<>c.c.epted nto the pr~r"m o.nd felt the we'Jht ol' the world lift from rny showders. They provide me with the sto.bb homo I need. \.Toth 
----------------·-··----- --·--

their help, I pl..n to .,ttend c.oll~ ""d become " soc.i,,I wc,-1(,,r. My pw-poso i, life is to ~ivo b.,c.k to thOSe who lost hope. I rof"'5o to follow 

the -footsteps o't 11'1)' porents. l'tn detennined to worK ~o.rd1 ~chieve 'Y'e~tness o.nd help tny comlflimity . 
. .. . ·······. ···--·······-·-·-·· -----····-··-··············---·-·•--------·- ----················ 

o.nd Set "~ood •"'->npb for rny brother. I dreo.rn di 1,.,,i,~ the f.,..nc.i,,I sto.blity to help my brother P"'r5"'e" c.ole~ ed...c...tion Md 

o.cl,ieve his dre~IT\S. The ~ncestrt:J c1"ins ~ pover-hf will be broken bv me. Suecess is no lon'38r on option, but ~ ltf'estyle. 



_··· _·····_··-··_··-··_·······_·-·_-·-_·····_····---·---·--.. -.. -.. __ -._-=_-=_-=_-=_-_-_-_-_·-··_······_···· ·_······_··-_·-·~---~---_-_-_-_··_· ···_~h_······~-· ;,qlAell . ------

----·- ·- -···--···---·-----

T ec.hnic.01I Hii3h ~c.hool 01nd is C.l,\rrent-lv in her 

________ s_e_n_i_o_r ye01r "'+ Florid"' S+01+e Universi+y) __ 

..... .. --e~rsl,\inc.i.~!3.;;:c.h;Ior's in Bioloi:3✓ w,+h elG\~S t~=~·=== 
----- ··;;:++~;.:;d Medic.OIi School in +he F"'IL 

............ _ ............... •-·---··-·-----

- ..... -··-----·-·· ···---·-----------

----------··- -·····--···---···-·········· -·-··--·--- ··- .. ,.______ . -··-··-··- ·············-·· ··-···· .. ·· .. ··· ... - ··-······ ---

" 

------------••-•••--•T-- -------•----•-•-•••••••-

STARTING 
RIGHT, 
NOW 

·--·--··•--· -------



Do '{01,1 know who.+ it's like to be sittinc:, on the b1,1s1 lo.1,1c:,hinc:, with '{01,1r f'riends 

witho1,1t o. co.re in the world o.nd notice ever'{ sinc:,le item +ho.+ wo.s ever inside '101,1r 

ho1,1se now plo.ced in the driveWo.'{!' The denio.l ins+o.n+l'I soo.ked into In'{ mind. Tho.+'s 

not In'{ ho1,1se1 c.o.n'+ be. Mo.'{be the neic:,hbors o.re ho.vine:, o. c:,o.ro.c:,e so.le. As the 61,\S 

o.pproo.ched the corner of' In'{ stop, reo.li+'{ smo.cked me in the f'o.ce . 
... ... ... - -R.;,;;;cJ;,;:;~- my hol,\s.;,·f'rom +h .. corner nev.;,r f.;,i·Fso ion~-in iny li'~f'~e-. ~F~e_o._r_

1 
_c_o_n~f'~1,1sion, .. 

o.nc:,er crept "P on me simiio.r to o. h1,1nc:n ti~.;,;:;·;;i:;if;;.--st~Kin~-its pre'{- F,;:;;;.11'{ I 
.......................... reo.ch.;,J inymo+i:;;;.;:;;·+i:;.;,1oofof d .. sp;;;ir. on ··i.;,.;:; f;;;~iinm .. d,;;;f ,.ly w;;;rn .. d ;;;;;;.··· 

.. veryt:hinc:, ho.d c:,one wronc:,-••'l."ickl'i. Th,. police told her 01,1r 1;;;ndlord took tho1,1so.nds 

- -;;f her ho.rd eo.rned mone'{ o.s "rent" 6"+ never po.id the mor+c:,o.c:,e o.nd ins+eo.d let 

it f'o.11 into f'oreclos1,1re. There wo.s no WO.'{ In'{ mother wo1,1id c:,e+ her mone'{ bo.ck. 

Tho.+ do.'{ ho.d +o be one of' the worst ones of' In'{ 17 '{eo.rs of' lif'e1 61,1+ the 

ho.rdest po.rt wo.s wo.Kinc:, 1,1p in the morn1nc:, o.nd <:301nc:, to school o.s If ever~hinc:, wo.s 

normo.l. Tho.nkf'1,1ll'i, I wo.s blessed with o. stronc:, mother. \-Ji+h her stronc:, will, the help 
-from 1;.;;;;p1;;.··;;i.;;; ;::;;.;:;;;. ;;;bol,\Fus;;;;:;J ·;;;-~.:;;;;;F;;;:;~;;;n,;,.;;.+ion--;;;Four. side, 01,1r wors+· 

nic:,h+mo.re is now in the po.st. · ·· · 

-------- . E'.di,;~fion is·;;;;:;J will-c.ontm1,1.;, tob.;, ;;; pr .. doinin;;;nf p;;;rFof ··;;;;y-iif.;,:11m onl'f the 

---- p-;;,rson I o.m todo.'{ b.;;c.;;.us .. -of the lessons leo.rned thro~h-th.;, obs+o.cles o.nd 

sit1,10.tions I wo.s f'orced to f'o.ce o.nd overcome, 61,1+ leo.rninc:, f'rom the 11reo.l world;,-­

isn'+ ever'{+h,;:;;-School is o.lso o.s impor+o.n+, if' not more, o.s Knowf;;.d'3e <:3e+s 'lo" 

m1,1ch f'o.r+her in lif'e. This cho.ro.c+eristic o.lso j1,1stif'ies In'{ reo.sonin<:3 to become o. 

po.rt of' the medico.I f'ield bec.o.l,\Se '{01,11re c:,iven the wonderf1,1I opport1,1ni+'i to spreo.d 

'io1,1r knowled<:3e to help people live o. heo.l+h'i, lonc:,er lif'e. 
···--·-·--:r-r-;;;;f'~-S~---t=O be o.no-t-her s·h::\-t-is-t-iC~ I re~USe t-o pl,,\-t- -m'I ed~~+ion in jeopo.rdy. i············-·······-···-··-···· 

ref'1,1se to c:,ive 1,1p. I'm p1,1tt1nc:, In'{ o.11 into In'{ ed1,1c.o.tion o.nd determined to 

c:,r;;;J1,1;;.+,;from medico.I school o.nd I will not let o.n'{one or ;;;ny+h1n~l;;;1;::Cm;;. h;;.ck. 

. I've .. xperi .. nced lif,. o.+ its wors;;. o.nd seen the detriment it co.1,1sed to those I love 

--Md I wo1,11d never wo.n+ to see them in s1,1ch o. sit1,10.tion like +ho.+ o.c:,o.in. Theref'~o_r_e~l~­

m1,1st be s1,1ccessf'1,1i1 determined, ho.rdwork.in<:3 o.nd f'eo.rless not on1'( for me, 61,1+ 

f'or those +ho.+ meo.n the world to me. 

.. ·-··-«-···----·---···---------

(------------· -··------··----·-··-·-



_______ ······_·····_········-····-··---=----· ~h~q1Aille 

..................................... 

_________ H_il_ls_b_o_r_o_lAqh Comm1Ani+y Colleqe. He is 

--- ················-·················· ······················• 

----- ------·--·--····-------

------··-·-·-···-·-----·--·- ----

················································-·-----

.r 

STARTING 
RIGHT, 
NOW 

----····-········•························· 

-··-···-···------·--······ ------· ·------, 

--------···-· ··--·-

.......................... 



.... ----·---- ..................... _ ... _____ .. _ .. __ . ________ _ 
sister's soeW ,.,..l<or to ¥rd pbeos to r •• .nd • job. l\,e soeW wo&r referred us to • ..i,;te Wy, \fid(, Sokol;!(, ..l,o lwl founded • ncn-~w - ~tc.rfu~ 

--- -······- ----~·-·---··- ····-- ---~---.. ·-· - -·-·-·-·--·- -------·-· 
R'~ht, flow -whose purpose SorVeS to pro,klo hoines MO support ho.,,.\ess MO needy f.lTil;.. to """'r• • fo.- cl,onee for tt,,,;,. youth to eomploto h"Jh scl,ool, 

mys.Ir wwh posit,. peoplo, I needed bettor h,l,;ts. I WOS offended Md responded •=•....,1~ My demeonor beeomo hostle, "t\n't nothn' .... ~ wwh the 

friends I <JOt, I fJ<e my homo boys. We lnUjht f•e no'l"ti,e lifestyles but tl,,,y or• pos;t.e ro'l'I~" ~ eneour~ me to t'.,d friends my "'lo, 'l"t oet.e ;,, 

be;,,~ bool<ed MO 01<tted MO tol<on to jol. I hoord from my ount;. thot ti,,, pofiee lwl roklod Frorl< D's house MO orreSted Boo Boo too. He went to pr;..., 

tor two yoors. Ho""') ti.em tol<on ""'"Y wos "' omen thot God wos tok'~ to mo tl.-ou+ them. I could see thot rny rnom r..Dy wonted th;. he\>, n,;. wos 

God.'s onswer to her Pf"'lers. 

fimo_ n,;. wos oD port of the ~RI/ f'l'"'f'Oln. 1 wos r..Dy reody to tell I.er "no tlwl<s." &.t, my rnom 'l"t •II ernotion,,l 

I swollowed rny prklo, b;t- tl.e bullet MO told Ms. \f,d<; th.t I would enter the pr"'l"om. ~ let rne Know thot tl,,,ro wore r"'l""ernents "'" I dkln't reolly 

-~- - ----------- ·····-----·····-·----··-----------------·--~·-·-··-··-
m,,,ke it out of tny sitl.4,::\tion into " better life. So1 s\.ie ~ wilfo,'3 to bend. the rules encl c_,o Ol4t on " 101'1, for tne eincl my fAtnily. On tl,,e WDrf to the c.,,r1 I cc:uld 

tel rny ITIOIT\ w,::i,s rerleYed oV her burden, 
. .... -·----- .... -........... _ .. ______ .. _ .... _ ..... - ----- ------

One yeor pOSSed MO I wos bod( ;,, sehool, pbyn~ footboi I "'°'ed o=ss town so I wosn't hon~"'J o.t wwh my ho.,,;.s oft..,_ I wos st.y..._, out of troublo 

Two ond • h.W yeors l.ter, I orn eomin~ nto my s.n'« yeor of h"Jh scl,ool. I hove tot.!~ turned rny life or..nd MO orn &,"'J • better lifestyle todo~ I hove 

I l<now W,,"t is il1"4>0rto.nt o.nc:l si.:y,if'IC,&\f\t. My iihmtions OJ"e positive encl my o.c.tions ore heartf'elt . 
........ _"-••-···· .................... ·--·-··-------- - -··-····-········-·-·"···-··--- -----

My porspoet.e;.;,, order, I eon See ti,, b½ p;,,,twe md re.!w, how ti,, fittlo th;.._,., [J<e hope, f•rtl; hord won< "10 ded;,,,.tion pby nto thot pie.two- I 
------------·········-~----.•·-·-····-·---------------

md tho power ;t bestows "Po" mo, I w.nt to cl,on'l" ti,, work! oro.nd rne os I Know w to be • ,.,..\d fc,o ti,, better. 

CoUe.je ;. tho ned- step ;., th;. jo.rney, Not en~ ;,, • seholostie son<o, but ;,, • si,;,.;i-..i s.nse. I Know if ~•en tl.e 0f1>0Mwlwy to ottend • Unwerswy, I wll 

scl,oo\ sp;,.;t ond rnost m,p,,+mtly, • sp;,.;t- of life. 



--·-·-·--···-·--· -----------·--··-···-·-··· .... - .. ----------------------- --····-··------··I-·-·--·-•-

-------- - -....... ---·--··- Sky~ ___ , ___ _ 

_____ --_-····_-_---_--_·s_rzyi_'3rc::\cll,\G\+~~r-f'rom +he ln+;;;;rn~+,onc::\1 

BG\CCG\IG\IArec::\+e Progrc::\\1'\ G\+ king High School 

_____ G\_n_d_grc::\cll,\G\+ecl f'rom H1e Universi+y of' Floriclc::\ 

_______ ··· -~~ffE~J~-~~~~-lc,ris J;;;;~r~~1nH1s+l?r:Y:_?b;;;;--,-----

--- - -················ _ '=:C>\'Y'\pl~+ecl G\ P os+ BG\c~IG\1Ar~0"te in Bici:M~cl~'=:0_1_, 

.. - .......... _.,. ______ .. _ ........ . 

~ciences f'rom +h6: Universi+y__E!_ So1A+h Fforiclc::\ 

G\ncl elc::\nS +o en+er Meclicc::\I School in +he Fc::\11. 

---------··-··-·-···-1-·· 

--·--- -- ··------

----- --·-·-·------------·.. ·-··!-.. ---·-

. ---··-···-·· .. ······ .. ···1•·-···---··----· 

--····-·····-· ... · ... · ... • ............... _ ..... -----------

(G1J ~riE~:NG -__ -_ --------·-······· --- ---- __ -__ - ---- - I --- . 



SRN is • non-pro!'ot 11,.,t pr..des • sol.et n,,rl,,,r ol' 1,o..,i.ss yoi.,th •n opportuniry to obt•in • h½l,er edueotion t\,r""'Jh ""'"torsl.p. B.tcr• join"') 
·---····- ·--·····-· .. -·--------------------·· .. · ............ _, ...•.. ------------

·-·--------------- -----·------·~···--·-· ··-··------·-------------

··-···----.. ,----------

""F• l'rom thr .. to f•o inter,iews • do.y. I•"' ....Jy to hee, yow story i..t I just need Y"" to kn,-,. tho r..lity 11,.,t Y"" "'½ht not bo rubnitt.J." I nod 

---+--------·-·--·-·-----------

----------------------·--···-·--

profcund obsto.clas I h:\ve overc.otne Md t\,e opp«"hmities I hoive ~d to c.re&1te for myself", £Ad, e,perienee \.iDS opened" neli P"i'Je i, ln't book of' rite. Ec,d, 



--------•··----- ·-· ·-· ··• ---····- T G\'Ylor _ ··----

~ncl received ~ B~c.helor's in Soc.i~l \-Jork 

~rom s~in+ Leo Universi+y. She is C.IArren+ly __ _ 

_____ c._o_m_··· el~+~nc,·~·M~s+er.sPro~r~m ~or Soc.i~l 

---·- ··-···-·-------------------

······---·-··· ···-··················------

W.-. . \ STARTING 
_.· RIGHT, 

' . NOW 

--1·· 



-- --JL-lly -toL-1rth .. .lnd~--;;,den~DG1y .... G1t 17 ... yoL-1 do not WG\nt thG1t to be literG\I. BL-It, 

----,;, rny c.&1Se ... JL-1ly -toL-1rth-isthe dG\y I left horoe. 

I le-tt GI note on the kitchen tG1ble, <3rG1bbed GI bG1'3 -tL.\il o-t clothes, rny c.&1t G1nd rG\n. 

- -ThG1t very dG1y, I '3G1ined stren<3th G1nd hope -tor rny -tL-1tL-1re. 

My rnorn hG1d Gin L.\nr;;;iistic ide(:\I .... (:\ dG1L-1<3hter stG1yed hom;;;-+-o cleG1n hoL.\Se. In 

-- -- -i0th~r;;.J .. ;Tw;;.s-;;.i1o ~ .. ;;.;.;;;,J--,Irop--o~t, (:\~;;.inst rny ownwm:,-~L.\Sed so roL-1c.h­

cororootion Cl w;;.nted :i:;,-~;, to school) sh .. -decided she didn't WG\nt roe G1rOL-1nd G\nd 

- plG1ced roe bG1c.k in school -tor my 11th <3rG1de yeG1r-

Th-;;.t yeG1r rny mom sp~;.;;;~-i--of-cootroi;1~0-s~in_'3_=-~t-od~y-o~f' her two yoL-1n<3er 

- ~~She be<3G1n dri;;k\n'3 G1'3G1in, G1nd YnG1rr1ed GI roG1n G1-tter only knowin'3 hiro for 

three weeks. They sepG1rG1ted, seven weeks IG1ter, leG1vin<3 L.\S horoeless. I WG\S -torced 

to rnove in with roy friend so I coL-1ld -tinish oL.\t roy 11th <3rG1de yeG1r. My roother 

moved in with roy L-1ncle ... so I thoL-1<3ht. 

T L-1rns oL.\t she hG1d moved in with G1nother YnG\n- Once school WG\S over G1nd SL-1\'nroer 

be<3G1n, 11,;;.dtomove i;;;.;:;:k 1nwithm~mi,in.B .. in-i+1,,.,:.,.;:;,+:1,1,,.;:;;.;;:,.s G\w-tL.\I. vJ;;.-i-C:1,,;:;~---

---- ·- her drink G1nd rr,GII{,. bG1d decisions becG1rne too YOL.\ch for roe to endL-1re. 

--- -----T-w;;.s-t=ir .. ;,fofbein'3 G1bL-1Sed;;.;:;d;:;,;~1 .. C:f,.J:-So, I rnG1de the hG1rdest decision, 

c.&1L-1sin<3 roe to becoroe independent G1nd live withoL-1t GI rnorn. LeG1vin<3 roG1de roe GI 

leG1der G1nd showed roe 'tL-IGllities I never thoL-1<3ht I h(:\d. These skilisw,11 rnGlke roe 
SL.\CceSS-tL.\I in cofie'3e this coroin'3 yeG1r, bec.&1L.\5e G1lon<3 with let;\dershi_p_c_o_ro_e_S ____ _ 

responsibi(~T o this dG1y, I do not re<3ret the choice I YOG1de. I thG1nk God everydG1y 

for stG1ndin<3 by roe eG1ch step o-t the WG\Y· I hope I G1ro G1ccepted into St. Leo 

- -□;:;wersity G\nd CG\n f'~[fill roy dreG1mof-bein<3 the -tirst colle'3e edL-1c.&1ted person in 
····-·········· --··-my···:v~vntiy~·- ····· .. ··-··-· ... " ______ _ 
-·-·--·····-··- ·-·----------------------···----••.o•-··-····· 

--+------------·-·-------·--·- -------------··--·-··-·-·--·-·--··-.. -·------- -------

....................... ·····-··- -·-············- -····-··-·-·-··--···-··-·-

·····---·······-····------- ·················---··--···-····'"·-··--- ---------



----- ---·-·--·---··-· ---------·--·------- _____ ._. __ Jieyenn~-- _____ _ 
--------·---- - -···-------------·-

~nd received ~. B~c.helor's o-r English -rrom 

__________ +_h_e_U_n_i_ve_r_s_i_+y o-t ~oiA+h Florid~. ~he 
I 

______ C._IA_r_~~~:tLY works~~:=:_0_T e~c.hin9 ~~~':?_~-~w,+h· 

- -- -c;+:,;:~~-~c.h~':?_I~, ~ none!:_o-ri+ +hroiAgb_ = 
Americ.ore_s. ~he ~!so works -tor Ed1Ac.~+ion -----------

Firs+, ~n ln+ern~+ion~l Come_~ny +h~+ 

___________________ tE!l~c.hes _ English. 

---·--····------------··- -- ---· -

-------------------·----------,1---·-·---·--

(-1) ~~E~:N G =··--_-_·--_-_---_----_-·_ ~--_·-_---·-_----_-----_----_--_----=======----_---_-· =---··-



------···---···-··-···-···-········-····· 
f,s+s ll<o I .... A """" not his child. I bo~.,, to hAto hnn. 

-----········-··-- ··---·--··-
Sd.ool boC-M>o M iss .... I wculd o.otno to sc.hocJ o=h dAy so "'""'PPY And o>rpty from my lite At homo thAt I 'l"t mys.It into A lot di trouble. I 

1·--··-···-··-·· -- ·-------· 
tolt rJ<. ;f I =tod ""tin school onou+ my dAd wculd ~"• mo A [.ttlo ba- ol' his Attontion. It didn't w..-l<. I WAS j,.st lobe\od AS tr""blo. 

At twelve, I so.w ITl'I mother for +hei .f'll"St +ilT\e since I \1110.S f'our, But our relo.tio~ip WM short lived. when she wc.s sent be.ck to prison. My -i'o.ther 

For the no.t c.a..tple of' yeors my li-fe WC.S: o, f'\o.:\+. I ho.cl no reo.l home o.ncl wc.s very unsh,,ble. My f'reShtncm yeDl' I No:\S seot to Uve wiH, my 

schoo\ I hAd to c.\o.,, whAto,or sl.e wontod bol'c:,-o sl.e .J\ow,,d mo to do my sd.oo\..,,-1(. ~ tho timo I finished, I wculd bo too sleepy to do homew..-k, 

c.o.lASin~ my ~ro,des to be low. I wc.s forced to live wit\., tny 13r~l'l"IO#ier until December 2'i 2004. On +Mt dc.y, tny '3,ro.nc:lmotker wo.s U'I " 'ttt of' rru,e, 

---- ·---~ ---·-·······---··-·----------··-- -·· ···-·---------·--····---~---.--------

next da.y, StG\rMr"ll) JCaJ'llAO.ry of' Ulto, I decided. to st"nve to c:lo better o.nd. c:,e+ 01At of +\,is flte, 'tJhen the semester sto.rtecl, I w«; "-'+e o.hrcst 

to bo"'J ther. soma dAys And I.to. ~h ;i. WAS wd r,,.,~ pllow to post I mMA'J"d to \<,,op doc.ont ~rAdos, jo;, tho school t,mis teAm, And pASS 

t\.iere took hours, I wc.s livi~ with tny motl,,er, her bo~riend.1 o.nd. rny old.or sister inc. one bedroom du.pb1. Th., spo,c.e wc.s vary c.rowd.edj I sbpt in +\.,a 

IMYkJ room on one C(:!Ucl, while my sister slept on H,e other. My sister «id mother ore n½ht time people1 so they would stAy up L:\te1 ~ too m.tch 

picl(" few tha.t fit ther procy-M°'• Another stuclent Md I were c.hosen cut OT six. There tny frVe be~n to ~e. I s½,ned" c.ontrc.c.t, o.i,reeinl) to 

-------------------·-·--· -·----·-··· 
I ha.ve proven I o.lT'I c. f'l':}hter. I ha.ve proven I Atn resil'ien+. I ha.ve proven 1 Al'n not o. 'lu.rH-er. And I Wcw.Ald. love Hie opportunity to prove~+ I o.lT'I 

wrlhy ol' bein~ Admtted into USF St. Poto. I wMt to ensw-o I do not end "I' ll<o tho rest di my tAmly, I !<now thAt thr~~ oduc.Atic,,, I CM 

------------. -·--·-··········---·· 
esc.ope homelessness. I eJreo.dy ha.ve tc.Ken the steps to prove tny stre~ ~ de+ermiM+ion. I c.m like c.n ~ tree. 

TI,. stro"'l"st o.I< of tho l'orest is not the cno ti.At is protoc.tod from tho storm And hidden l'rotn tho sun. It's tho ono thAt st.,,ds ;, the 

-N"l'oloon H~ 
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\>J",th my h ... d down, I enter tho room not wc.ntin~ to See the ~ew in .front of mo, I stc.nd in tho doorwo.y, silent~ S>Arntnonin~ the 

""'"'"o/' to bol< up c.nd see my morn. l\,,e si<y,t di her brin~ me to my l<ne.s, Un=trolcl,le te<\l'S stre<1rn down my f<1c.e, As I w<1lk towo.rds 

the ~t my body treirl,les. 1 r ... c.h down to touc.h her f<1c.e1 but 'luicl<ly pull <1wo.y1 the coldness of her skin Sc.«es me. I see bruises on 

her body, evidence di the p<1in she endured until her fin.I d<1y, As I tell her my I.st ~odbye1 I h..ve the strc.n~est s~tion she wll open 

her eyes. I wc.nt her to w~ up c.nd hu~ mo, but it never ~pens. My mother died, when I w~ on~ 17 yeo.rS old, from " hernorrh<1~• in the 

My f<1ther stru~~led deeply <1Her my morn's ~in~. lnste<1d di de,,Jin~ with his p<1in, he selfishly S<1tur .. ted himself with ,alcohol to 

..c.hieve nuirl,ness. My sister c.nd I were c.,u<i\,t in the middle of this inevit<lhle storm. Alcohol consumes everythin% deterior .. tin~ the lil'e 
.. --·····---- --------

di the ..ddic.t c.nd everyone surroun,:l~ thorn. 
·--· -----.. -······· 

My mother c.nd f"ther's "ddic.tions st<>rted with c.n o=ion,,J bottle di wrie "t n"3ht1 which turned into three or .four bottles " d..y. 

1-w,dl.s di vodk<I littered the .floor di our home. My f"tl"'r re'3"1""~ dr<>nk hirnsell' to the point di <1lc.ohol poisonin~, I diten missed sc.hool 

to st"y horn.o c.nd hep him sober up for work. It - " c.onst<111t b"ttle to ~t rny f<1tl,,,r out di bod. I'd Ii.ft my d..d from his urrie s~d 

bed, c.<>rry him to the sl,ower <111d w"tch <Ner him in ~ he stM"ted Seiz.in~. Around Febru..ry, he hit wh..t I hoped w~ roc.k bottom. '.Jhile I 

lod<ed "fter him one d<1y, I re<>h.ed his drunken st .. te = worse thc.n ~- He couldn't w<1l< or t<1l<. '.Jhle I c.<>rried him, he o/ow limp c.nd 

stopped breo.thn~. I fel to the .floor to Gldrninister Cl'R. His eyes were wide open; stM"i~ b<1c.k "t me ~ I .frc.ntic.,,J~ pumped his c.hest. 

"CALL 'Ill", I sc.r..,rned to my sister ~ she rM into the room. Fn,,Jly, he lot out" bi~ 'J"SP .,,..d stmed bre"thin~ ~"in. ,-- His problem worsened eo.c.h d..y. He lost his job, bils be~n plin~ up c.nd we were evicted on Mother's D<1y; the frst one since my morn 

-·····-·---··-··· ........ _. 
return to T "'°P" for "DW court d..te. The rnomin~ we left, l,e - too into,ic.,,ted to w.Jk, nonetl.eleSS drive, '.Jhile I drove JO I.ours, the 

c.« reeked di urne from my d..d peoin~ on l,irnsell'. '.Jhen we M"rived in T "'°P", my l'.,ther dis..ppeM"ed to drink. The sec.ond ni~l,t we were 

ti.ere, he h..d " ment,,J br...kdown Md tl,re"tened S>Aic.ide. vlithout i,osit"tion, I told l,irn to ~t in the c.<>r <1ncl dr<Ne to the top di " 

p,u-1(111~ 'l"""o/'· '.Jhen we ro..c.hed tl,o top I boked i,irn in the eyes c.nd S<1id, 11.l...rnp! See wh..t ~pens to your .f"rnily!" He st<>rted sobbin~. 

My f"ther "c.rn,ally hit roc.k bottom. 'we drove home to Now Orle..ns the ne,t d..y c.nd ehec.ked l,irn into" bn~-term reh<lh. 

At the end di the S>Arnmer, 11,..J to ~ " decision - drop out di school c.nd st"y witl, my f"rni~ or return to T "'°P" to fnisl, hi~I, 

-------·--··-·--··--·····-··--·-··-···-·-·-·-·-·-----·--·-·-.. - .......... ,_ ........ _ ................. ____________ . ______ _ 
rny d<ld's history, Deterrnned to ~o to c.ollecie, I chose to fo,ish sc.hooL My f .. tl.er's CM' w~ repossessed c.nd I stru~<Jied to find " W"Y 

·-·-· -- - ------•--···-- ··-------

f<>c.e ~ I bo..rded the bus, lo<1vin~ rny sister c.nd ~c.ndp<>rents bel.ind, but burst into tee.rs~ tl.e bus pulled "W"Y· '.Jhen I M"rived., 

T "'°P" I h..d nowhere to st"Y· My school soc.;.! worl<er c.nd princ.ip,,J rec.ornrnended mo to" pr~r<>rn c.o.Oed Stmin~ Ri<y,t, Now tSRNl. ~N is 

" proo/"'" l,epin~ l,orneleSS teens witl, housin~, st"blity "nd "c.<>dernic.s. After internewn~ with tl.e pr~r"rn, I pr"yed every ni~l,t to be 

<>c.c.epted. Sl.ortly "fter, rny pr"yers were c.nswered c.nd I w<>S ..drnitted into tl,e prOo/"'°· 

I'm determined to S>Ac.c.oed in f,fe c.nd set"~ ex..rnple .for my sister. I pbn to "ttencl c.oll~, obt .. in c.n ----- in entrepreneursl,ip 

Md st<>rt rny own business. I dre"rn di cr..,tin~" non-prdiit for kids with p<>r•nts S>Afferin~ .from "ddic.tion. I I.ope to ere<1te " Sp<>c.e ________ ................... - .. 
wl,ere kids ec.n ~ wl,en the stress c.nd ernotion,,J toll frorn their p<>rents becomes too much, which is" feefu,~ I know oJI too welL I'd Iii(,, to 

pr<Nide thern with st<lhi6ty ,J,ile l,elpin~ the p<1rents down the re<>d to recovery. Ultitn<1te~, hepin~ thern boc.orne "f .. rnily "~in. I wisl, to do 
------------

fo, others ,J,"t StM"tin~ Ri~l,t1 Now is doin~ for tn• - ~ivi,~ me"" opportunity to S>Ac.c.eed. SRN provides me witl, 1,ope "ncl li<y,t, ..!,en 
·-------~----·-···-··-------------

everyone else threw tt'le 0,.w0,.-y. 

As I stood beside rny rnorn's C<>Sket I rn..de two promises to her. l\,,e first promise w~ to never drink. l\,,e sec.one! = to "c.c.ept MY 

c.h<lien~ lil'e throws c.nd conquer it witl, rny l,e.,d l.eld hi~h. It tool< " ..1,ile to "c.c.ept the obst"c.les lil'e threw "t me. However, I le<>med 

c.ornpk,c.enc.y is the enemy di prOo/eSS· \>J"iti, the l,elp di St<>rtin~ Ri~ht, Now, I wll not on~ "dvc.nc.e, I wll e,c.el c.nd S>Ac.c.eed. 



Yves --------------------------------------i--

---··-··-----··--·-··---·-··-·-·- ---- --------·--···· ··-···· ····-········-·---· ·-··· 

---- -----y~;;sgr;;;du;;;t-ed from BI;;;k~-Hi~h_:= 

~c.hool aind is C.L,\rrent-ly I::\ -treshrnc::\n 

G\t- Florid<::\ ~t-1::\t-e Universit-y. 
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I o.rrive "t the H,.iti "irport 1,old""'3 "one-""'y tid<et to tr"vel to the United St"tes to <JO meet" IT\M I h"ve never 1net, rny 

'"ther. I "rn terri..ied ot le"vi"'l rny rnorn. ' ""' only Seven yeo.rs okl. T e<>rs l"loln down rny cheel<s "5 rny rnorn so.ys "one d..y, "" wll 

See e"ch other "'lo.in." I teo.r she will tor')et "bout rne1 her only doM<Jhter. My mother Ctlirns me clown; convincin') rne le"vin') her is 

the best option, I wa h..ve " better [1fe, she tells rne. I do not ""'"t "life with01,1t rny rnorn. '""' le"v"'l rny ilt'foverished l.orne in 

H..iti n p...rS1Ait ot the Arneric.M Dre<>rn, A fli')ht "ttendo.nt comes to ')•t rne. '""' "Pprehensive, b...t <JO with her "5 rny rnorn tells 

rne she will come on the pkme soon, I M,iOIASiy ""it tor rny rnorn to d "P the "isle, b...t she never "PP•=· I heo.r the en')ines roo.r 
··--······---·· -··---········--'"··. ·-··-· ···---·------

Mel the he"vy plo.ne door cloSe, I look oot the window Mel see rny rnorn ..,.,in') to me frorn the t<>rrn<>e, A fli')ht "ttendMt helps rne 
----- --····· ·-

b...cl<le rny se"t belt "5 rny body is trozen, Everythn') becomes very reoJ. I ""''" ')ooclbye to rny mother tor the !,.st time. 
-··----·----

',J\,en I o.rrive in the US, the •l>3ht "ttend..nt t..Kes me to the b,.'3'3"'3e "re<>, where everyone is speo.l<in') En~ish. I ""' fri.ihtened 
-------- ----·--·-- ····--·--------·--·---·-·-··-··-- ---------· 

becc,IASe I CM
1t 1,1nclerst"ncl o.nythin')· A IT\M ...,.ll(s up Md shows M ID. The "ttenclo.nt ho,ncls rne ott to "str""'ler, rny '"ther. 

I h,.d re"d c,bo1,1t Americc, - " pl<>ce wirh shiny streets Md be<>1Atif1.1l l.ornes. 8 ... t reolity hits 'l1.1icl<ly "5 I come foce to foce 

wirh rny hOIASe bcc,ted n "dirty, dM')erolAS nei')hborl.ood c.o.lled "the projects". In M inst<>nt, I lose "8 I.ope tor" better fife. We 

live in" hOI.ISe wirh two other '"rnilies. It is cr"ll'fed, I sleep on the co.rpet in" lo.r')• room. I h..ve no bed1 not even" rn"ttress. 

There is no "ir conditia,in') Md we sh<>re oor roorn with b...<JS o.ncl rodents. My d"d is bo.rely o.ro1,1nd Md I rniss rny rnorn. I le<>m I.ow 

to t,.Ke co.re ot rnyself' - rn,.ke food, """" rny clothes, ')et rnyself to school, '°'"tever it t,.Kes to SIArvi,e . 
............... .. -···-·· . ··- ............................................. ···-···- ---·-----········· 

I throw rnys..lf' into scl.ool, le<>min') E"'llish 'l"icl<ly. kids b1.1Dy me, rn..kn') f1.1n ot rny thick H"iti,,,r, "ccent. I WMt so b<>dly to fir 
---- -

in Mel not be te<>Sed. 
-··· ·····-·-

As if life is not b,.cl eno"'}", rny -!'"titer loses his job. He becornes "busi,e, be"tin') 1.1s "ncl b"rk"'3 orders for us to cleM the 
--· -----.. -·-·-- ----····-·-········-··-···-·-·------- -

house o.ncl cook his food. I ""' now only 12 He rn,.kes " "'le thet we were only "llo..,cl to <JO to school Mel then come str<>i')ht home. 

'tie o.re not "llo..,cl to pby 01.1tside or le"ve the hol.lSe, My life 'l"ickly rnrns into " prison Sentence. His ''new ')irlf'riencl ot the week" 

rnoves into o...r home Md never offers help or even tries to know lAS- I lo"') tor "st.,ble fo.rnily with po.rents w\,o rn,.ke rne feel loved. 

I lived lil<e this for ye"rs. One d"y, rny ji,inior ye<>r ot hi<Jh school, I went to rny nei')hbors to ""'" rny h..ir done, When rny cl"d 'lot 

home, he ""'5 infori,,ted i ""'5 not there. He st<>rted bM'3""'3 on doors, lookin') for me. My friend's morn cc,rne 01,1tside to cc,lm hirn 

down o.nd let hirn know I W"5 ok. 81,1t1 he insisted I le<>v• "t thet rnornent. ',J\,en we ')Ot home, he s.,id "this will te"ch yo1,1 not to clo 
- .. -·-·---- -···- -···-·-··--- -..... ·-···· ···-···· ... , ....•.... .. ,---·--·--······-·-····· 

th,.t "'l"in, 11 Md l,.shed In• wit\, " belt ,.cross rny <,rrn. I never tried to r"tion..lize his fits becc,use H.ere W"5 never " re"5on, 'tihen 
------- -------

I wo1,1ld try to defend rnyself "'J"nSt his bl"loltolity, he wo1.1kl yeD "t rne to "'"'" iV I did not lil<e it-1 known') I h"d no where to <JO· He 
............... , .......... . ... 

wowcl tell me "yolol better hush "bo1,1t this "t school." I hie! rny rno.rks 1.1nder clothi"'l 1.1ntil they foded. He W"5 "1'r"id I woold try to 
----- ----------- ·-

r1.111 """'Y so he hie! <>II ot rny cloe1.1rnents, inclwclin') my p<>Ssport <>nd soci,,I Se=rity co.rd. Sometirnes, "5 punishment I he wo1.1ld rn,.ke 

rne sleep on the porch with only " j,,.cket to keep rne """"' or to I.ISe "5 " pllow. I l'elt dirty Md <>Sh..rned. 

I event1.1"lly broke down ""cl tole! the soci.J worker <>t rny school w\,"t W"5 ')Oin') on. She l,,d<ily h,.cl rne interview for St<>rtin') 

Ri')ht, !low /SRI/). My fother W"5 el"ted th,.t I W"5 no lon')•r his b...rclen. My older brother h"cl been throo')h the s.,rne sit1.1"tion - he 

is frorn Mother rnother - Md ""'5 "lre<>dy in SRI/. I now h..,e" pe<>cef1,1l pk,ce to c"'1 hOtne. I don't h..ve to worry "bo"t not h<>vin') 

" bed or food. Ancl I now See "prornisin') fut....e """"cl ot me. After hi.ih scl,ool, I will enter colle')• Mel srndy soci.J work. !low th,.t 
. ......... -.•·--··-··- ··----··· ·--------·----.- ............. ... .., ... .., ....... _ ··-·- ···-· ···············-····--·-·-

SRI/ is" p<>rt of rny fife,'""' SIAre I cc,n re<>ch rny 'loo.ls. I WMt to be finMci.Jly st<>ble Md be "ble to S1Apport rny f"rnily while '3""'3 
----·- ----- -----·--·-···-- --··--···· ·--·- -- .... 

b,.ck to rny cornrn1.1niry. I W<>nt to eventu..lly tr"vel to H,.iti, J,.rnc,icc, ""d Africc, Mel help prevent h1.111'3•r ""cl cle<>th r"tes by 
·······-··- ·······----

cc,rryin') rneclicine to prevent clise<>Se. 
----- ... .-. -----·-···· -------

It h"5 been 10 lon')S yeo.rs since I h..ve been reunited wirh rny rnorn. But, I h..ve never 'liven 1.1p hope th..t one d..y "" will See e<>ch 

other "'3"in.1 ""'" rn"cle ecl...cc,tion rny prioriry becc,USe I hope to rn,.ke her pro1,1cl. I WMt to sl.ow her rny hi')h scl,ool Mcl colle')e 

diplorn"5 Md sho.re rny knowled<Je b"d< in her hornek,ncl. 
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My mother's boyfriend molested me ni'3ht ~f'ter ni'3ht~~il I w~s 14 ye~rs ol,:C--R;-­

wo1Ald w~tch ~s i dressed myself for school ~nd "~ccident~llyn w~iK into the 

b~throom ~s I b~thed ~t ni'3ht. One ni'3ht ~s I l~y So1And ~sleep1 he cr~wled into my 

bed. -After th~t ni'3ht I I w~sn't the s~me little '3irl ~nymore. He pir~ted my 

innocence. I WOIAldn't d~re s~y ~nythin'3 ~n,:Csf~i my mom's h~ppiness. M~ny ni'3hts -1-
cried my eyes o;:;_f ,- ~f'r~id of the world. I thoiA'3ht-~od-h;;:d '3iven-up-onm.;;. 1-w;;:s no 

lon'3er mommy's little C~mille. I didn't Know who I w~; ,Fw~s ;s if h.;; Kidn;pped my 

--- -td-.;;;ntity ~lon'3 with my chiklhood. 
------------- ----September 20101 lmmi'3r;;:fion took my mother ~w~~from me. Mymoth-;;.r i:;;;:.;r 

never been in ~ny tro1Able ~nd i co1Aldn't 1Anderst~nd why they deported her. Th~t 

d~y w~s like livin'3 ~ perm~nent ni'3hhn~re. 
--'--

Ever since then I've h~d to work lon'3 shif'ts with no leis1Are time. I moved into my 

best friend's ho1Ase1 sleepin'3 on her livin'3 room floor. I h~d no where to '30• Until 

recently, I w~ re-t'-;rredt-;;--St~rtin'3 Ri'3ht1 Now. 'v>ilth their help, I h~ve ~n 
_ , ;;:p-.;;rfm-.;;;nf-, ;;:-b-.;;;.;:i"';,.;:i-;;: ;:;:;.;;nfor-: 

w;;:tc.~-,~~---m~···moti.,er strlA:,e:,le +o····pr·ovid;·-~or lAS, mo.d~---m~--t'oc.us on m-y ......... -~··· .. ····-- -···--·-"'" 

---;;,d;:;.-~hon:Tspendco..:;ntI.;;ss holArS b1Aryin'3 my he~d in bool<s.-There1S only on-.;;;-fhin~----

---T~oCIAS on - my-coll-.;;;~.;;;;:;:,i-;;:;ission.1 w~nt the opport1An1t~-fot;;:k.;;--c:;;:,;-.;;;of-ot~~-~-

becomin'3 the best niArse possible. 
--'---.. -

"Only,f' yoiA1ve been in the deepest v~iley ~n yolA ever Know how m~'3n1ficent ,Fis--
to be on the hi'3hest mo1Ant~in" -Rich~rd Nixon. I Know I ~n re~ch my person~! 

SIAmmit, 

-----····- ---··--------

················---·-·····-·-·'" ........... _______ _ 
...... ___ ............ , ........................................................................ _ 

--------------------·-···----------
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STARTING 
RIGHT 

. ' NOW 

Starting Right, Now ends homelessness . 
for youth through one-on~one .. 

mentoring, providing a stable home, 
obtaining em.ployment, teaching 
financial literacyflife i;kills and · 

.. promoting educational achievement 


