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BY JOSH FIALLO
Times Staff Writer

Pasco County will open up
the next round of vaccination
appointments at Saint Leo Uni-
versity for the coming week
starting at 2 pm. today.
There will be 700 appoint-

ments available each day on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the cam-
pus, located at 33701 State Road
52 in St. Leo.
As usual, a reservation is

required in order to receive a
vaccine, according to the Florida
Department of Health in Pasco
County.
Those 65 and older seeking a

COVID-19 vaccination must reg-
ister for an account in advance at
patientportalfl.com/s/ or by call-
ing 844-770-8548.
Those who have accounts will

receive an alert that appoint-

ments are available.
Then they can use the same

portal, patientportalfl.com/s/, to
register for an appointment or
call 844-770-8548.
Residents must bring a photo

I.D. to the appointment.
Those who register online

must bring a printed or digital
copy of the email they received
from county health officials,
including theQR code.
Vaccines will only be given

to Florida residents, officials
say. But Floridians who have an
address outside of Pasco County
are eligible to receive a vaccine at
a county clinic.
There will be no first-dose vac-

cinations in the coming week
at the Sears Auto Center at Gulf
View SquareMall at 9409 U.S. 19
in Port Richey. That location will
only be handling second-dose
appointments on Tuesday and

Thursday.
Those awaiting their sec-

ond dose of the coronavirus vac-
cine who registered online will
receive an email from CDRM
Health No-Reply and this email
address: no-reply@cdrmhealth.
com.
The emails should go out by

Monday.
Those who did not register

online will receive a phone call

and must bring the vaccination
card they received at their first
appointment.
Second-dose vaccinations

will not be given out without an
appointment.
Vaccines will only be made

available for Florida residents.
Floridians who have an address
outside of Pasco County are eli-
gible to receive the vaccine, how-
ever.

Pasco to offer
first-dose vaccine
appointments
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A National Guard soldier helps with directing seniors who are receiving the COVID-19 vaccination
in the parking lot of the Gulf View Square Mall in New Port Richey.
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DAYTONA BEACH— A Flor-
ida teenager was sentenced
to 45 years in prison Friday, a
month after pleading guilty to
charges of killing his mother
and disposing of her body
during an argument over his
grades, prosecutors said.
Gregory Ramos was 15 when

he killed Gail Cleavenger in
November 2018, court records
show. During a hearing Fri-
day, the judge said the sen-
tence would be reviewed after
25 years, and Ramos would
stay on probation for the rest of
his life once he’s released from
prison,WESH reported.
Ramos, 17, pleaded guilty in

December to charges of first-
degree murder, tampering with
evidence and abuse of a dead
body.
Investigators said Ramos

confessed to strangling his
mother after they argued over
his grades.
The judge allowed Ramos’

84-year-old grandmother to see
him up close during Friday’s
hearing. She said she would
always be with her grandson
and prayedwith him, the televi-
sion station reported.

The teen’s aunts and uncles
sharedmemories of Cleavenger
and told the court they felt as
though they had lost her and
her son.
Ramos was emotional as his

family members spoke, the sta-
tion reported. He also apolo-
gized to his family, adding that
he was not making excuses for
his actions.
Two of Ramos’ friends were

also charged as adults with
accessory after the fact to
first-degree murder. While
they were not present when
Ramos killed his mother, they
were accused of helping in his
attempt to cover up the crime,
according to records and inves-
tigators.
Investigators said it took

Ramos about 30 minutes to
strangle his mother with his
bare hands. He then put her in
a wheelbarrow, pushed it out-
side and loaded it in the family
van, records show.
Ramos asked his friends to

help stage a burglary at his
home, investigators said.
Because he was a juvenile

when arrested, he cannot be
sentenced to mandatory life
without any chance of release.

Teen gets 45 years for
killing mom during
fight over grades

BY ERIN BLAKEMORE
Washington Post

When researchers learned a
new species of lichen unique to
Florida had actually been mis-
identified more than a century
ago, they had one burning ques-
tion: Is it still in thewild?
C. timucua was last collected

from Florida’s Ocala National
Forest and O’Leno State Park in
1985. But at the time, researchers
didn’t realize it was a unique spe-
cies.
That changed recently, when a

pair of lichen researchers study-
ing a database of recently digi-
tized lichens realized some grew
far outside their described range.
When they investigated, they

found that it wasn’t out of range
— it was a different species that
had been miscategorized. They
named it Cora timucua in honor
of the Timucua people, a group
of Native Floridians who were
driven out of existence by dis-
ease, warfare and their enslave-
ment by European settlers in the
18th century.
Is the lichen extinct, too?
Researchers suspect not.
“The million-dollar question

is, ‘Where is this lichen?’ ” Lau-
rel Kaminsky, a digitizationman-

ager at the Florida Museum of
Natural History who helped con-
firm the lichen’s uniqueness,
asks in a news release.
Lichens are dual organisms

— a symbiotic relationship
between fungus and algae. Since
fungus can’t use the sun for pho-
tosynthesis, some partner up
with algae, which are then able
to thrive in environments where
they could never survive alone.
Unlike moss or plants, lichens
don’t have roots or leaves.
“The optimist in me says it’s

still out there,” Kaminsky says.

Scientists seek help
from the public in
finding unique lichen
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