


What is Human Trafficking?

• Florida State Statute 787.06- Human Trafficking

• “Human trafficking” means transporting, soliciting, recruiting, harboring, providing, enticing, 

maintaining, or obtaining another person for the purpose of exploitation of that person.

• The Legislature finds that human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery. Victims of human 
trafficking are young children, teenagers, and adults.

• The Legislature finds that victims of human trafficking are subjected to force, fraud, or coercion 
for the purpose of sexual exploitation or forced labor.

• Force, fraud, or coercion not needed for a juvenile case*



The Tampa Bay Human Trafficking Task Force   

January 2020 through September 2020 

• Sex trafficking
o Member agencies opened 107 new investigations 
o Member agencies reported 34 resulting arrests from investigations.
o Member agencies reported 79 potential victims involved in investigations 

with 10 of the victims identified as 17 years of age or younger.

• Labor Trafficking
o Member agencies opened 7 new investigations and identified 15 potential 

victims. 







Non-Government Organizations (NGO)

• Community partners are pivotal to the success of law enforcement’s 
proactive action against human trafficking

• NGO’s directly partner with law enforcement to provide immediate, on 
scene services for victim’s of human trafficking

• NGO’s often times provide wrap around care for the victim, to include:
• Trauma informed counseling
• Case management
• Shelter/housing needs
• Vocational/Skill training
• Medical/Dental needs
• Legal assistance and guidance





Human Trafficking Resources

• Polaris Project includes numerous training resources, statistics, 
and operates the national human trafficking tip line

• National HT Tip Line, Call 1-888-373-7888
• For victims of Human Trafficking, Call 1-888-373-7888 or text “BeFree”  

(233722)
• https://polarisproject.org/

• The Blue Campaign, sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, provides training and resource material

• https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign

https://polarisproject.org/
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign


Contact Information

Nathaly M. Patterson

• 727-422-3592 (Cell)
• 727-893-4874 (Office)

• Nathaly.Patterson@stpete.org
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