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RESOLUTION NO. 20 -_____
ORDER PROVIDING FOR DELEGATION OF EMERGENCY

EXTENSIONS

WHEREAS, in response to the emergence of a novel coronavirus and
the respiratory disease it causes (“COVID-19”), the World Health
Organization (WHO) has officially characterized COVID-19 as a pandemic
that constitutes a Public Health Emergency of International Concern; and

WHEREAS, on March 1, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis issued
Executive Order Number 20-51, declaring that appropriate measures to
control the spread of COVID-19 in the State of Florida are necessary, and
accordingly the State Surgeon General and State Health Officer declared that
a Public Health Emergency exists in the State of Florida; and

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis issued
Executive Order Number 20-52 declaring a State of Emergency for the state
of Florida in furtherance of efforts to respond to and mitigate the effects of
COVID-19 throughout the state, and has extended the State of Emergency in
subsequent Executive Orders; and

WHEREAS, since that time, the Governor has found it necessary and
appropriate to issue additional Executive Orders to slow the spread of
COVID-19, and has modified existing restrictions to implement a phased re-
opening process, and has provided parameters for the conduct of permitted
business operations, directed compliance with health and safety practices as
established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and
elaborated other restrictions and modifications to previous orders; and

WHEREAS, in order to fully and effectively respond to the developing
threats posed by the novel coronavirus and its associated disease (COVID-
19), and in coordination with ongoing emergency actions by the state and
federal governments, the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
(Board) passed Resolution 20-16 declaring a state of local emergency in
Pinellas County (Resolution), and subsequently extensions and orders have
been issued continuing the state of local emergency based on ongoing threats
and taking whatever prudent action is necessary to ensure the health, safety,
and welfare of the community; and
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WHEREAS, in order to support and accomplish the public health goals
required by the response to COVID-19 and to implement the guidance of the
CDC as fully as possible, additional orders extending the state of local
emergency in Pinellas County are likely to be necessary; and

WHEREAS, Section 252.38(3)(a)5, Florida Statutes, provides
authority for a political subdivision such as Pinellas County to exercise
emergency powers; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to §252.38(1), Florida Statutes, and Pinellas
County Charter section 2.04 (k), the County has jurisdictional authority over
the entire county for emergency management purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND DECLARED by
the Board of County Commissioners of Pinellas County, Florida, this 22nd
day of September 2020:

The County Administrator is expressly delegated the authority to
extend the declaration of state of local emergency as many times as
necessary.  This delegation of authority does not require further action by
this Board, and is granted whether or not a quorum of the board is able to
meet; any procedures set out in the Pinellas County Code that may be
interpreted to be in conflict with this grant of authority are hereby waived.

Effective Date; Duration.

This Order is effective immediately upon filing with the Clerk of the
Circuit Court.

This Order is in addition to the Executive Orders issued by Governor
DeSantis.

This Order applies to incorporated and unincorporated areas within
Pinellas County, but has no application outside of Pinellas County.

This order and prior resolutions and emergency orders remain in force and
effect unless modified or superseded.
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Commissioner _________________________ offered the foregoing
Resolution and moved its adoption, which was seconded by Commissioner
_____________________, and upon roll call the vote was:

AYES:

NAYS:

ABSENT AND NOT VOTING:

Long

Welch

Gerard, Long, Seel, and Welch.

Eggers, Justice, and Peters.

None.
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