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#53 Resolution No. 05-245 adopted permitting the use of golf carts, with conditions, west of 
Alternate U.S. Highway 19 for the areas of 0zoni  and Crystal Beach. 

Public Worlts Director of Transportation Peter J. Yauch indicated that a petition with 130 
names has been received from residents in the Crystal Beach area, as well as letters from 
the Ozona Village Improvement Society representing approximately 65 golf cart owners, 
requesting the designation as Golf Cart Communities. He conducted a Powerpoint 
presentation, a copy of which has been filed for the record, and provided statutory 
definitions of golf cart and low-speed vehicle, applicable state statutes, and local traffic 
data; whereupon, he recommended denial of the request based on traffic safety concerns. 

Commissioner Stewart returned to the meeting at 8:33 P.M. 

Sergeant Glenn Luben, Sheriffs Traffic Enforcement Unit, presented the Sheriffs Office 
position in opposition to the request; referred to National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NTSA) standards; and responded to queries by the members. 

With the permission of the Chairman, comments were received from the following 
individuals: 

Neal Valk, Crystal Beach 
Pet Mahara, Crystal Beach 
David Dunbar, Ozona 
Ann Wickstrom Neyrey, Ozona 
Brian St. Andrew, Crystal Beach 
JoAn Totty, Palm Harbor 

During discussion and responding to queries by the members, Mr. Yauch, Attorney 
Chumti, and Ms. Mahara provided input. 

Motion - Commissioner Latvala 
Second - Commissioner Harris 
Vote - 5 - 2 (Commissioners Welch and Stewart dissenting) 
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Recommended Action: 

I RECOMMEND THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BCC) DENY THE REQUEST FOR 
DESIGNATIOIV OF THE CRYSTAL BEACH AND OZOIVA AREA AS GOLF CART COMMUNITIES BASED UPON 
TRAFFIC SAFETY CONCERNS. 

Summary ExplanationlBackground: 

The BCC has received a series of requests to allow golf carts to be used along the roadways of Crystal Beach and 
Ozona. These include a petition signed by approximately 130 residents of Crystal Beach; a letter from the 
President of the Ozona Village Improvement Society (OVIS), written on behalf of over 65 golf cart owners in Ozona; 
and a subsequent letter from OVIS, dated May 24, 2005, to Commissioner Latvala, which proposed a draft BCC 
resolution that would permit, with certain restrictions, golf cart usage in Ozona and Crystal Beach. This agenda 
item has been developed to respond to these requests. 

The primary concern with golf carts on public streets is safety related. Golf carts are exempt from almost all of the 
safety standards applying to automobiles. They are not required to have doors or bumpers, and are not subject to 
any crashworthiness testing. While the use of the golf carts can have a positive impact on mob~lity, fuel usage, and 
pollutant emissions, their safety is in question when mixed with typical automobile traffic. 

Section 316 of Florida Statutes (F.S.) addresses the traffic laws pertaining to the use and operation of motor 
vehicles in the State of Florida. In general, F.S. 316.212 prohibits the use of golf carts on public roads. However, a 
county may designate certain roads for use by golf carts, but to do so must first determine that golf carts may safely 
travel on the road, considering factors including the speed, volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic using the 
road. 

Both Crystal Beach and Ozona have participated in the County's Residential Traffic Program, indicating that 
speeding has been a concern. With the speeds and volumes within the desired cart use areas, County staff cannot 
determine that golf carts can be used safely along these roadways, as required under F.S. 31 6.21 2. 

The Pinellas County Sheriff's Office Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) staff and the County Attorney's 
Office staff also recommend against this designation. 
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The attached Staff Review and Recommendations Report is an informational report, which expands upon both the 
benefits and the drawbacks of permitting the use of golf carts on County Roads in the Crystal Beach and Ozona 
areas. A Discussion section is included within the report, which addresses a variety of questions that have been 
raised about the issue. 

In conclusion, the Pinellas County Department of Public Works 1 Transportation Department recommends against 
the designation of either the Crystal Beach or Ozona communities as Golf Cart Communities. Golf carts should not 
be permitted to be operated along the County's roadways in this area. 

Fiscal lmpactlCostlRevenue Summary: 

No fiscal impacts are anticipated. 

ExhibitslAttachments Attached: 

Staff Review and Recommendations Report 
Petition from Crystal Beach 
Letters from Ozona 
lWemo to Sheriff Jim Coats 
E-mail Memo to Commissioner Latvala 
Article on Neighborhood Electric Vehicles 
Power Point Presentation 
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RESOLUTION NO. 05-245 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PINELLAS COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS PERMITTING THE USE OF GOLF CARTS, WITH 

CONDITIONS, WEST OF ALTERNATE US HWY 19 FOR THE AREAS OF 

OZONA AND CRYSTAL BEACH. 

WHEREAS, the Board has received requests from representatives of the communities of Ozona 
and Crystal Beach to permit the use of golf carts on community streets in those areas, and 

WHEREAS, Golf carts provide an alternative for in-neighborhood local trips that is quieter and 
less intrusive than passenger vehicles, as well as if electric, the carts are emissions free; and 

WHEREAS, State Statutes 316.212 authorizes the Board of County Commissioners to permit the 
use of golf carts with conditions and for designated areas in any unincorporated area; and 

WHEREAS, Golf carts by State Statute definition are vehicles that are incapable of exceeding 
speeds of 20 miles per hour; and 

1 

WHEREAS, Golf carts are not permitted unless autl~orized by the Board; and 

WHEREAS, the Ozona and Crystal Beach communities have established a community use for 
golf carts within their community street system; and 

WHEREAS, for the purpose of this resolution the southern boundary of Ozona is the intersection 
of Orange Street and Alternate 19 and the northern boundary of Crystal Beach is Ulelah Avenue 
and Alternate 19; and 

WHEREAS, there are no posted speed limits in this designated area higher than 30 miles per 
hour; and 

WHEREAS, the communities have identified a reasonable proposal to permit the use of golf 
carts on the community street system; and 

- 

WHEREAS, this proposal includes the provisions as noted to require the standard safety devices, 
to be operated by licensed drivers only, use limited to authorized area and limited to vehicles that 
are incapable of exceeding 20 miles per hour; and 

WHEREAS, it is the Boards intent by action of this resolution to authorize the use of golf carts 
in these communities with the identified limitations in this proposal, and in accordance wit11 
other State law provisions, and 

WHEREAS, the policy for the Pinellas Trail will continue to be a non-motorized facility to 
preserve this corridor as a safe environment for pedestrians and cyclists; and 

WHEREAS. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PINELLAS 

COUNTY that in a regular session duly assembled on this 18 day of October the Board finds that 
golf carts equipped in the manner prescribed by this Resolution may safely travel on or cross the 
public roads or streets within the geographic boundaries described in this Resolution, considering 
factors including the speed, volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic using these roads or 
streets, and hereby permits the use of golf carts in the Ozona and Crystal Beach Coininunities 
with the stipulations to include the following provisions: 

A. Required equipment for the golf carts are headlamps, stop lamps, turn signal 
lamps, tail lamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, windshields 
and seatbelts. 

B. The golf cart operators must possess a valid driver's license. 
C. The areas encompassed by this authorization are the community areas of Ozona 

and Crystal Beach located west of Alternate 19, north of Orange Street and south 
of Ulelah Avenue. 

D. The golf carts authorized for use are incapable of exceeding 20 miles per hour. 

This Resolution shall become effective upon its adoption. 1 

Commissioner Latvala  offered the foregoing resolution and moved its adoption, which 
was seconded by Commissioner Har r i s  , and upon roll call the vote was 

AYES Morroni, Ha r r i s ,  See l ,  La tva la ,  and Duncan. 

NAYS and Stewart .  

Absent and not voting None. 
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Introduction 

The Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners has received a series of requests to 
allow golf carts to be used along the roadways of Crystal Beach and Ozona. These 
include a petition signed by approximately 130 residents of Crystal Beach and from the 
President of the Ozona Village Improvement Society, written on behalf of over 65 golf 
cart owners in Ozona. 

The correspondence from these communities describes golf carts as environmentally 
friendly and compatible with the surrounding area. The writers note that golf carts are 
already in widespread use in the area, although the Pinellas County Sheriffs Office has 
been warning users of golf carts that their use on the road system is against current traffic 
laws. 

This discussion paper is intended to review the key issues and to make recommendations 
toward the resolution of these requests. 

i 

Florida Law 

Florida law makes a distinction between two types of vehicles that are similar in function 
but significantly different in design - "golf carts" and "low-speed vehicles". These are 
both defined in Florida Statutes, subsection 320.01: 

"Golf cart" means a motor vehicle that is designed and manufactured for 
operation on a golf course for sporting or recreational purposes and that is not 
capable of exceeding speeds of 20 miles per hour. 

"Low-speed vehicle" means any four-wheeled electric vehicle whose top speed is 
greater than 20 miles per hour but not greater than 25 miles per hour, including 
neighborhood electric vehicles. Low-speed vehicles must comply with the safety 
standards in 49 C.F.R. s. 571.500 and s. 316.2122. 

Section 316 of Florida Statutes addresses the traffic laws pertaining to the use and 
operation of motor vehicles in the State of Florida. Two subsections specifically address 
the use of "golf carts" by the public; the sections of particular relevance to the request 
have been highlighted in italics: 



Crystal Beach Area 



Ozona Area 



316.212 Operation of golf carts on certain roadways.--The operation of a golf 
cart upon the public roads or streets of this state is prohibited except as provided 
herein: 

(1) A golf cart may be operated only upon a county road that has been 
designated by a county, or a city street that has been designated by a city, for use 
by golf carts. Prior to making such a designation, the responsible local 
governmental entity must first determine that golf carts may safely travel on or 
cross the public road or street, considering factors including the speed, volume, 
and character of motor vehicle tragic using the road or street. Upon a 
determination that golf carts may be safely operated on a designated road or 
street, the responsible governmental entity shall post appropriate signs to indicate 
that such operation is allowed. 

(2) A golf cart may be operated on a part of the State Highway System only 
under the following conditions: 

(a) To cross a portion of the State Highway System which intersects a county 
road or city street that has been designated for use by golf carts if the Department 
of Transportation has reviewed and approved the location and design of the 
crossing and any traffic control devices needed for safety purposes. 

(b) To cross, at midblock, a part of the State Highway System where a golf 
course is constructed on both sides of the highway if the Department of 
Transportation has reviewed and approved the location and design of the crossing 
and any traffic control devices needed for safety purposes. 

(c) A golf cart may be operated on a state road that has been designated for 
transfer to a local government unit pursuant to s. 335.04 15 if the Department of 
Transportation determines that the operation of a golf cart within the right-of-way 
of the road will not impede the safe and efficient flow of motor vehicular traffic. 
The department may authorize the operation of golf carts on such a road if: 

1. The road is the only available public road along which golf carts may travel or 
cross or the road provides the safest travel route among alternative routes 
available; and 

2. The speed, volume, and character of motor vehicular traffic using the road is 
considered in making such a determination. 

Upon its determination that golf carts may be operated on a given road, the 
department shall post appropriate signs on the road to indicate that such operation 
is allowed. 



(3) Any other provision of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, a golf cart 
may be operated for the purpose of crossing a street or highway where a single 
mobile home park is located on both sides of the street or highway and is divided 
by that street or highway, provided that the governmental entity having original 
jurisdiction over such street or highway shall review and approve the location of 
the crossing and require implementation of any traffic controls needed for safety 
purposes. This subsection shall apply only to residents or guests of the mobile 
home park. Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, if notice 
is posted at the entrance and exit to any mobile home park that residents of the 
park utilize golf carts or electric vehicles within the confines of the park it shall 
not be necessary that the park have a gate or other device at the entrance and exit 
in order for such golf carts or electric vehicles to be lawfully operated in the park. 

(4)  A golf cart may be operated only during the hours between sunrise and 
sunset, unless the responsible governmental entity has determined that a golf cart 
may be operated during the hours between sunset and sunrise and the golf cart is 
equipped with headlights, brake lights, turn signals, and a windshield. 

(5) A golf cart must be equipped with efSlcient brakes, reliable steering 
apparatus, safe tires, a rearview mirror, and red reflectorized warning devices in 
both the front and rear. 

(6) A golf cart may not be operated on public roads or streets by any person 
under the age of 14. 

(7) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable 
pursuant to chapter 3 18 as either a moving violation for infractions of subsection 
(I), subsection (2), subsection (3), or subsection (4), or as a nonmoving violation 
for infractions of subsections (5) and (6). 

316.2125 Operation of golf carts within a retirement community.-- 

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 316.212, the reasonable operation of a 
golf cart, equipped and operated as provided in s. 3 16.212(4), (5), and (6), within 
any self-contained retirement community is permitted unless prohibited under 
subsection (2). 

(2)(a) A county or municipality may prohibit the operation of golf carts on any 
street or highway under its jurisdiction if the governing body of the county or 
municipality determines that such prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety. 

(b) The Department of Transportation may prohibit the operation of golf carts on 
any street or highway under its jurisdiction if it determines that such prohibition is 
necessary in the interest of safety. 



Subsection 3 16.2122 addresses the use of "low-speed vehicles": 

316.2122 Operation of a low-speed vehicle on certain roadways.--The 
operation of a low-speed vehicle, as defined in s. 320.01(42), on any road as 
defined in s. 334.03(15) or (33), is authorized with the following restrictions: 

(1) A low-speed vehicle may be operated only on streets where the posted speed 
limit is 35 miles per hour or less. This does not prohibit a low-speed vehicle from 
crossing a road or street at an intersection where the road or street has a posted 
speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour. 

(2) A low-speed vehicle must be equipped with headlamps, stop lamps, turn 
signal lamps, taillamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, 
windshields, seat belts, and vehicle identification numbers. 

(3) A low-speed vehicle must be registered and insured in accordance with s. 
320.02. 

(4) Any person operating a low-speed vehicle must have in his or her possession 
a valid driver's license. 

(5) A county or municipality may prohibit the operation of low-speed vehicles on 
any road under its jurisdiction if the governing body of the county or municipality 
determines that such prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety. 

(6) The Department of Transportation may prohibit the operation of low-speed 
vehicles on any road under its jurisdiction if it determines that such prohibition is 
necessary in the interest of safety. 

In summary, the County can designate specific County roads for use by golf carts, based 
upon a study that considers the safety aspects of doing so, with considerations toward the 
speeds, volumes and characteristics of the other vehicles already using the roadways. 

Low speed vehicles (including neighborhood electric vehicles), as defined in the Florida 
Statutes, are already permitted to use any street with a posted speed limit of 35 miles per 
hour or less, unless the governing body of the County determines that their use should be 
prohibited in the interest of safety. 

Benefits of Golf Cart and Low Speed Vehicle Usage 

Golf carts and low speed vehicles have been widely used in some retirement 
communities, such as Sun City Center, in Hillsborough County, and some planned 
communities, such as Peachtree City, Georgia. Peachtree City was mentioned in some of 
the correspondence received from the Ozona proponents; it has been reported that there 
are over 9,000 registered golf carts in Peachtree City, which also has nearly 100 miles of 
paved golf cart paths. 



Typical "Golf Cart" 

Typical Low Speed Vehicle / 
Neighborhood Electric 
Vehicle 

In 1998, the Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) at the University of 
South Florida looked at the use of golf carts, noting that they and other neighborhood 
electric vehicles "...show great promise for use as an alternative mode of local 
transportation, especially for senior citizens, children, and people with disabilities who 
may not have access to personal automobiles." They noted that the use of golf carts also 
contribute to reductions in noise and air pollution. 

Concerns with Golf Cart Usage 

The primary concern with golf carts on public streets is safety related. Golf carts are 
exempt from almost all of the safety standards applying to automobiles. They are not 
required to have doors or bumpers, and are not subject to any crashworthiness testing. A 
typical golf cart weighs (without batteries) about 600 pounds; a medium size SUV 



weighs about nine times that much - a collision between the two would not fare well for 
the golf cart. 

Low speed vehicles have additional safety features, as required by Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard No. 500 (49 CFR 571.500), including headlamps, stop lamps, turn signal 
lamps, tail lamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, windshields, seat 
belts, and vehicle identification numbers. Typically, they may weigh about twice the 
weight of a golf cart - but still not a good match for collision survival with a larger 
vehicle. 

The Traffic Enforcement Team of the Pinellas County Sheriffs Department has noted that 
most of the carts currently in use in the areas requesting the golf cart designation do not 
include the basic safety devices that would be required by law. 

Review of Traffic Characteristics in Ozona and Crystal Beach 

Per F.S. 316.212, prior to designating a roadway acceptable for golf cart usage, Pinellas 
County must first determine that golf carts may safely travel on the public road or street, 
considering factors including the speed, volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic 
using the road or street. 

Both the Ozona and Crystal Beach areas are relatively self-contained communities. 
Bounded on the west by the Gulf, and the east by Alternate US 19, they are primarily 
residential in nature, with some small commercial areas, including restaurants and shops. 
Most of the roadways are asphalt, and most do not have curb-and-gutter. Generally, there 
is no street lighting within the areas. Speed limits throughout are 25 miles per hour, with 
the exception of the southern end of Orange Street, which is 30 miles per hour. 

Residents in both the Ozona and Crystal Beach areas have requested the County's 
Residential Traffic Management (RTM) program staff to address vehicle speeds and 
volumes. A summary of the traffic studies performed in the Ozona area is shown in 
Table 1, and the studies in the Crystal Beach area are summarized in Table 2. On the 
streets studied in Ozona, the Sth percentile speeds varied from 29 to 43 miles per hour 
(in 25 mile per hour speed zones), and volumes ranged up to 2,745 vehicles per day. In 
Crystal Beach, the measured 85th percentile speeds varied from 35 to 39 miles per hour 
(25 mile per hour speed limit), and volumes ranged up to 4,726 vehicles per day. 

Under the RTM program, speed humps were placed along Ridge Road and Lagoon Road 
in the Ozona area, and speed humps and a four-way Stop were installed on Avery Avenue 
in the Crystal Beach area. In addition, to help relieve traffic volume concerns, a 
connection to the signal at Alderman Road and U.S. Alternate 19 was made from Avery 
Street via Bruce Drive. 



Table 1 - Ozona Area RTM Data 

Roadway 

Pennsylvania Avenue 
West of High Pines Court 

Lagoon Drive* 
East of North Street 

Ridge Road* 
East of North Street 

Table 2 - Crystal Beach Area RTM Data 

24-Hour Traffic 
Counts 

Orange Street 
South of Lagoon Drive 

2,046 vehicles / day 

357 vehicles / day 

720 vehicles / day 

The Ozona Village Improvement Society's President, Peg Mahara, in a May 24, 2005 
memo to Commissioner Latvala, offered four considerations: 

38 mph 

29 mph 

85" Percentile Speeds 

Shore Drive 
West of North Carolina Avenue 

Ozona Drive 
North of Shore Drive 

* Speed Humps have since been installed on Ridge Road and Lagoon Drive. 

2,745 vehicles / day 

Roadway 

Crystal Beach Avenue 
East of Hanby Street 

Vincent Street 
South of Maryland Avenue 

Georgia Avenue 
East of Broadus Street 

Mayo Street 
South of Maryland Avenue 

Mayo Street 
North of Avery Avenue 

Equipment that would be required for the golf carts are headlights, stop lamps, 
turn signal lamps, tail lamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, 
windshields, and seatbelts. 

NB or WB -- 

41 mph 

34 mph 

30 mph 

The golf cart driver would be required to have a driver's license. 

SB or EB 

1,102 vehicles / day 

755 vehicles / day 

43 mph 

30 mph 

34 mph 

32 mph 

24-Hour Traffic 
Counts 

4,726 vehicles / day 

2,155 vehicles / day 

756 vehicles / day 

950 vehicles / day 

79 1 vehicles 1 day 

34 mph 

32 mph 

35 mph 

8sth Percentile Speeds 
NB or WB 

38 mph 

39 mph 

36 mph 

38 mph 

35 mph 

SB or EB 

36 mph 

38 mph 

33 mph 

36 mph 

35 mph 



The area encompassed by the authorization would include the community areas of 
Ozona and Crystal Beach, west of U.S. Alternate 19. 

All golf carts that would be utilized in the community would be required to 
provide ownership contact information to OVIS and the appropriate Crystal 
Beach Community Organization. Only golf carts with a top speed of 20 mph 
would be permitted. 

Crash History 

There is not a significant crash history within the limits of either Ozona or Crystal Beach. 

Accident data to identify any trends for golf cart or low speed vehicle crashes are 
unavailable, either state wide or locally. The standard crash report does not have a field 
to identify a vehicle as either a golf cart or low speed vehicle, and due to the very low 
number of these vehicles on the roadway, crash numbers are minimal. 

However, there has been a fatal crash involving a golf cart in Pinellas County. In July 
1999, an 82-year old golfer was killed at the intersection of Cinnamon Hill Boulevard at 
Shelly Drive, in the Highland Lakes area of Palm Harbor, when he turned left in front of 
an on-coming car. The local condominium owners' association had allowed golf carts to 
use the roadways when traveling to and from the golf course, apparently based on an 
older version of F.S. 316.212 which, at the time, included the provision "A golf cart may 
be operated within a l-mile radius of a bona fide golf course and only when being used to 
transport the owner or operator between his residence and the golf course". 

A second golf cart fatality occurred in March 1986, also in the Highland Lakes area of 
Palm Harbor. However, this fatality was not caused by a crash; supporting materials 
collapsed while a resident was working on his cart. 

Discussion 

During the preparation of this agenda item, first as this issue was discussed internally by 
County staff, and later through comments from the public following media attention, a 
number of discussion questions were identified. It seems appropriate to include these 
discussion items as part of this paper: 

Why is there a concern about golf carts? The National Highway TrafSic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) investigated the use of golf carts in 1999, noting that the on- 
road use of golf carts had already resulted in some deaths and serious injuries. As input 
to this investigation, the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) estimated an 
average of 222 on-road golf cart injuries per year over the period from 1993 through 
1997. During the same time period, NHTSA's Fatal Analysis Reporting System (FARS) 
showed a total of nine deaths of golf cart occupants in on-road crashes - eight of the nine 



due to collisions with other vehicles; one due to leaving the road and ejecting the 
passenger. 

Is this high? In terms of raw numbers, you would have to say "no". In 2003, there were 
42,643 persons killed and 2,889,000 persons injured in motor vehicle crashes in the 
United States. Golf cart injuries and fatalities account for a very small percentage of 
injuries and fatalities nationwide. 

The dilemma is determining the relative exposure of crashes involving golf carts to all 
crashes. Nationally, the fatality rate for all crashes is 1.48 fatalities per 100 million 
vehicle miles of travel. We have nowhere near that exposure for golf carts. A good 
analogy is the question "What's a safer pet - a dog or a crocodile?" Pet dogs kill far 
more people than pet crocodiles. But, most people would agree that the crocodile would 
not make a safe pet. 

But what about other lightweight vehicles? Bicycles, motorcycles, motorscooters, 
and mopeds all weigh less than golf carts, and they're permitted on the roads. Why 
not golf carts? There are indeed lighter weight vehicles that are legal on the roads. 
But, the key diflerence is that they are already legal. And, their use comes with a price -- 
of the 103 motor vehicle fatalities in Pinellas County in 2003, 5 were bicyclists and 22 
rode motorcycles, motorscooters, or mopeds. In addition, there were 27 pedestrians 
killed. And, this is with statutes that deal specifically with bicycle, motorcycle, and 
pedestrian safety. If golf carts were permitted to be used on roadways, the exposure, and 
most likely the injuries and fatalities, would increase. 

But you build bike lanes ... Yes, in an eflort to provide greater separation between 
motor vehicles and bicyclists. We also have built an extensive trail system to try to 
separate bicyclists from motor vehicles. 

The small motorized skateboards - they're illegal. Do the law enforcement agencies 
enforce their use? Yes; the Pinellas County Sherifs  Oflice reports that they routinely 
ticket operators of go-carts, go-peds, and the small motorized skateboards for illegal 
operation on public roads. 

Why permit a Low Speed Vehicle and not a Golf Cart? It's small and lightweight 
too. The Low Speed Vehicle falls under NHTSA's jurisdiction as a motor vehicle, and is 
covered by specific safety requirements in its design and construction. It does still sufler 
from the same low-mass design, and probably would not hold up well in a collision with 
a larger vehicle. But, it does have higher conspicuity and crash avoidance requirements 
(headlights, taillights, turn signals, brake lights, mirrors, etc.) and factory designed 
seatbelts. It's already legal on roadways with speed limits of 35 mph or less, unless the 
County decides to prohibit them along specific roadways. 

If there is a concern about speeding in the area, why not just reduce the speed limit 
to 15 mph to reduce the average actual speeds and make it safer? The speed limits 
within both the Ozona and Crystal Beach area are 25 mph. Many traflic engineering 



studies, conducted over several decades in all parts of the country, have shown that a 
driver's speed is influenced more by the appearance of the roadway and the prevailing 
trafSic conditions than it is by the posted speed limit. Therefore, some drivers will obey 
the lower posted speed while others will feel it's unreasonable and simply ignore it. This 
has been the basis for the positive trafSic calming measures used in our residential Traflc 
Management program, instead of just reducing speed limits. 

What has been the experience in local areas that permit golf carts? As mentioned 
earlier in this report, there has been a fatal crash involving a golf cart in Pinellas 
County. In July 1999, an 82-year old golfer was killed at the intersection of Cinnamon 
Hill Boulevard at Shelly Drive, in the Highland Lakes area of Palm Harbor, when he 
turned left in front of an on-coming car. 

Residents in Sun City Center, in southern Hillsborough County, have about 4,000 carts 
that are used on the local streets. They have regulations on their use, including 
prohibitions against use at night and on crossing State Road 674 (permitted at only four 
locations; driving a golf cart along SR 674 is prohibited. A Hillsborough County 
Sherifs  spokesperson indicated that he thought that golf carts were a positive in Sun 
City Center; the very wide roads help the dual use. He said that they have very few 
crashes considering the amount of use that they get on the roads. But, he noted that they 
have had two recent fatalities - one where someone fell out of a cart, and one where a 
cart was impacted by another vehicle. He said that they did not really have a speeding 
problem within the residential areas. 

Is there a compromise position that would allow golf carts to be used in Ozona or 
Crystal Beach? The goal of the prohibition is to maximize the safety of the public. 
Three primary areas related to safety include: 

The reduction o f  exposure. The reduction of exposure consists of minimizing the 
opportunities for a crash with a motor vehicle to occur. For example, the 
Pinellas Trail system, with its exclusive right-of-way and limited roadway conflict 
points, reduces the exposure for bicyclists and pedestrians to have a crash 
involving a motor vehicle. Special golf cart paths have been used extensively in 
Peachtree City, and to a lesser extent in Sun City Center, to minimize the 
exposure to motor vehicle crashes. 

The avoidance o f  crashes. Where conflicts between golf carts and motor vehicles 
do exist, it is important to maximize the avoidance of crashes. This can be 
accomplished through driver education (OVIS' proposed requirement to limit golf 
cart usage to licensed drivers helps to ensure some level of driver training and 
maturity); increased conspicuity of the vehicle (lights and reflectors are proposed 
by OVIS, but already required by state law for night operation); special trafSic 
control restrictions (lane designations, similar to bicycle lanes, might be an 
option); and speed management techniques (such as the County's Residential 
TrafSic Management program) might all help to avoid crashes. 

The crash-worthiness o f  the vehicle. Should a crash occur, how well does the 
vehicle protect its occupants? The golf cart provides minimal protection in 



comparison to automotive standards. The Low Speed Vehicle, with its Federal 
Safety requirements, is better, but still not up to automotive standards. But, it is 
legal without any County action. 

Any compromise position would have to be reviewed on its merits of enhancing safety in one or 
more of these areas. StafS is willing to review and make recommendations upon any proposed 
compromise positions to see ifthe safety issues are enhanced. 

Recommendations 

The Pinellas County Department of Public Works I Transportation Department 
recommends against the designation of either the Crystal Beach or Ozona communities as 
Golf Cart Communities. Golf carts should not be permitted to be operated along the 
County's roadways in this area. 

While the use of the golf carts can have a positive impact on mobility, fuel usage, and 
pollutant emissions, their safety is in question when mixed with typical automobile 
traffic. Both Crystal Beach and Ozona have participated in the County's Residential 
Traffic Program, indicating that speeding has been a concern. 

With the speeds and volumes within the desired cart use areas, County staff cannot 
determine that golf carts can be used safely along these roadways, as required under F.S. 
316.212. 

However, the use of low speed vehicles (including neighborhood electric vehicles), with 
their additional safety features and increased mass, is already permitted by Florida 
Statute. The Public Works I Transportation Department recommends continuing to allow 
their use as permitted by law until such time that additional experience with their use 
identifies more significant safety concerns. 



incl~~djng KtVs: anti niany siatcs arei~'r ade. 
q u a t e l ~  conr~~olling wlicrc the  NEVs can be 
used. Several states have passrd l a w  essen. 
tially allo\~in,o such \!ellicles on streets with 
speed limits up to 35 or eve11 40 mph. 

Under fetleral sal'c>l!; sr;inda~~ds. NEVs 
belorig in the class of "lo\\:.speed vchiclcs." 
\\:hicil the Sational Highnay Traflic Sairty 
.4drninistration defines as I,a\-ir~g top spccds 
ol'2? t,n 25 nlpti. .An\. golf cart 0 1  other I O I I I , -  

\vJ~eelcci inoto~.izcd vehicic w ~ r h  a top speed 
in that ranpc qualilies for rhc class. (Golf 
carts typically haye top speeds below; 20 
nlph. although it  s pussible Lo get oncs ihai 
go about 25 ~nph . )  

Lo\v-spweil \,el~ic:les including NEVs are 
cscnlpt f i ~ ~ r i \  almost all safety star~dnrds 
app1,ving to cars. All that's required is some 
basic safrty rquipment - \.t~indshicId: ~ni r -  
rors. lieadligl~ts, si;:-a1 lights. tail and brakc 

have doors or bumpers, and t.hey're not 
requiretl ro meet any crashworthiness tests. 

In other words, KEYS aren't goirig to  dn 
much to  protect their occupants in any kind 
or crash. It's casy LO iinagirlc ~ l l i a t  \vould 
happen i f  sucli a vehicle weighing 1.300 
pounds were 1-0 get hit bv a sport utility vehi 
cle weighing three or four tilnes as  much. 'The 
NEV wouldn't even fare well in a collision 
witl~ a snrall car, \+~Ilicli still would outweigh 
the NEV by a thousand pounds or 1nol.c. 



State emissions laws are  spu1.1.ing sales: 
il111011~1i & U s  iircv~'~ mrs.  ~1ie j1-c  being 
[ )ud i~ r j  on [he ina1.1cer along with electric 
c.::rs u:itlr: califor~liis nlaridate for zero 
rrln~csio~~s \:eliit!c.s. (The 11iandale goes iilro 
ellec:i next !?as and silnilar la\i3s ha\,e I m n  
~.~;c,crcd in Ma,cjacl~uccrts ~ I I I ~  Ne\l; York.) 
To in!npl\, with tliis la\+. electric 1-eliicles 
inus( accou~il  [or 2 pcllcenr ol dli auio~nilk- 
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~liousands  his yea]. alone. 

So fa. i \ ~ o  1n4or aurorilakt.:~ have gotten 
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vehicles (:ailed GE!:ls througil its i,ecpnrly 
iiccjl~ired subsitliary, Global Electric h)lotor. 
cars. Ford has the Th!nk Neighbor. Iridepen- 
de i~t  manufac:turers including Lee lacocca's 
Lido Molors. \I'csle~n GollCa~., arid Ccilurnbia 
ParCar also arc producing XEVs. 

Besides zero rrnisrions laws, [as  incen- 
tives [or electric \!~l~icles in CaliTosnia and 
other stales arr Iic;ll~ing lo sjlnr NE\i sales. 
Close to 6.i10U NEYs \vere sold in Arizona, for 
example, when the state brielly oSl'ttretl a 
510,000 tax credit io\\ :a~d tile puicl.~abe of 
z~1 .0  cnlissioris \.chicles. 

St1,eel legal doesn't mean street safe: 
The 111.oblen1 wirh all tliis ~~'c, .ssulr  is that 
man)- stales don't have adequate YE\: la\\ls. 
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other \!el~icles going 35 mph. 
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presunie a collision rate equal to that of cars 
ancl  rucks, there will be a couple or thou- 
sand crashes annually invol\;itlg lo~11-speed 
\wl~ic.ies. That could result in several hun 
drcd scrious 01. fatal i~ljuries, none orwhich 
\ ~ o u l d  happen if the states would brha\:e 
resj)onsil~ly and lirnit the operating environ- 
nlellts of these vehicles." 

General hlotors has faker1 the lead 
anlong automakers lo bring this issue t o  
pvenimcnl  attention, lobbying California 
ofljcials to change state la\vs to sestrict low- 
speed veliicles to streets witli 25 rlipt~ speed 
Iirnits or less. The company also recently 
petitioned the federal government to 
change tllc safety standards. Gencl-a1 h1oto1.s 
\l1nnrs t\2;0 l l e ~  recluirer~ients - labels iden- 
~irying che safety hazards associared with 
opc~.ating lo\$,-speed vclliclcs in nlixed traf- 
fic: ant1 atldit.ional c:orispicuity fear~~r.es that 
\vould nlakc these vehicles more visible. 
Anothel request is to lnoniror. crashcs and 
illronn state agencies or [he polentia! for iI 

safvc!: problc~n. 

There still aren't many NEVs on the streets, 
so their crash experience is limited. 
However, the National Highway Traffic 
Salely Administration has looked at golf 
cart crashes, finding at least nine deaths 
on public roads between 1993 and 1998. 
Eight of the nine deaths occurred when the 
gol f  carts collided with cars or trucks. The 
young male driver of the car1 shown above 
died when his vehicle was struck in the 
side by a sport utility vehicle. 
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.On November 5, 2004 I was instructed by my supervisor, Lieutenant Dioquino, to 
evaluate the feasibility of authorizing the use of Golf Carts, on the county roadways, 
within the Crystal Beach community. Based on my review of the Florida State Statutes, 
our directed patio1 requests, and my knowledge of other such requests, I must 
recommend the authorization to operate golf carts on the public streets, of the Crystal 
Beach community, be denied. 

Currently, Florida State Statute 316.212 prohibits the operation of golf cafth on any state, 
county, or local roadways unless such state, county, or local roadway has 6een designated 
by the individual governmental entity, for use by golf carts.' However, prior to this 
designation, "the responsible governmental entity must first determihe-that golf carts may 
safely travel on or cross the public road or street". Factors such as speed, volume, and + 
types of vehicle using these roads must be considered. Based on a traffic study 
comp.leteh in 2003, by Pinellas Cohty's Residential Traffic Management Program, a 
speeding problem was identified on severd of their streets. 
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PINELLAS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE /44b 

INTER-OFFICE MEMO 

DATE: November 15,2004 

TO: . Sheriff Jim Coats, via Chain of Command 

Qyfl 

Since 2001 to day, the Traffic Enforcement Unit has documented complaints of 
speedingin the Crystal Beach area, and has generated directed patrols for each complaint. 
Sir;ceT2Of)l the Traffic Enforcement Unit has responded to the Crystal Beach k a  41 
times and issued a total of 94 citations. These citations encompassed both speeding and 
stop sign violations, which are primary causes of motor vehicle crashes. The Traffic 

T 

Enforcement unit continues to monitor vehicular traffic within this community in hopes 
of-chaiigkig brivcr behavim. 

The Cjstal  Beach comrnudity is not the first community to request authorization to 
operate Zblf carts on the roadways of Pinellas County. The Highland Lakes community, 
in North Pinellis, requested their roadways be.designated for use by golfbearts, however, 
this request wd$ denied by the Board of County Commissioners. Unlike the Cjstal 
Beach community, the Highland Lakes community does encompass a golf~cou~se that 
residents,are utilizing. However the Highland Lakes community's roadways have a 
higher volume of motor vehicle traffic on them than does Crystal Beach. If one 

I 

-. 

office of the Sheriff 

FROM: Sgt. Timothy W. Pelella #52610 // f l ~ ~ d "  
Special Operations Divkion 
Selective Traffic Enforcement Program 

SUBJECT: GOLF CART OPERATION, CRYSTAL BEACH, FLORIDA . 

~ B G B " E ~  
DEC 1 s 2004 

PUBLIC WORKS 
DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION 



c o h u n i t y  is granted authorization then other communities would follow suite shortly 
thereafter. Also, if citizens were granted authorization to operate a golf cart on the 
roadways within their community, I would fear that the boundaries of the community 
would eventually be broken thus causing a violation of Florida State Statute, subjecting 
the operator to a $1 14.50 moving violation. 

Based on my evaluation I do not believe golf carts can be operated, safely, on the 
roadways of the Crystal Beach community. Secondly, by authorizing such use of the 
roadways and allowing golf carts to interact with motor vehicle traffic the potential for a 
crash is increased. Based on this thought I would recommend that General Counsel for 
both the Sheriffs Office and Pinellas County evaluate this topic for any possible liability. 



Barclav. Dawn 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Reed, Linda 
Monday, October 17,2005 8:09 AM 
Barclay, Dawn; Anderson, Velyn D. 
FW: #53, BCC 10.18.05 Regular Public Meeting Agenda, Golf Carts in Crystal Beach, FL 

Original Message----- 
From: Rose, Nancy 
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2005 7:20 AM 
To: Reed, Linda 
Cc: Yauch, Pete; Wicks, Keith; Klug, Della A; Ramaciere, Kelly 
Subject: Re: #53, BCC 10.18.05 Regular Public Meeting Agenda, Golf Carts in Crystal Beach, 
FL 

Good morning, Linda, happy Monday. Just wanted to forward you the email below from a 
citizen regarding item #53 on tomorrow's agenda to incorporate into the record, many tx, n 

----- Original Message----- 
From: Spratt, Stephen 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2005 6:13 PM 
To: Wicks, Keith; Yauch, Pete; Rose, Nancy 
Subject: FW: Golf Carts in Crystal Beach, FL 

----- Original Message----- 
From: jr282@msn.com [mailto:jr282@msn.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2005 9:34 AM 
To: Spratt, Stephen; Roiland, Michael R; public, a£; Latvala, Susan; Welch, Kenneth T; 
public, af; Morroni, John 
Subject: Golf Carts in Crystal Beach, FL 

This information is the result of an online customer service form submission from the 
Pinellas County web site. 
general information is the nature of this e mail message-text Crystal Beach is no longer a 
quaint community & is not a golf course community. If people want to use golf carts they 
need to move to-a golf community. The growth over the years in Crystal Beach has grown 
immensely & you need to consider that each home in Crystal Beach has at least 2 vehicles. 
The speed limit is 25 & most people go even faster. Driving golf carts in Crystal Beach 
are accidents just waiting to happen. We drive on streets in Crystal Beach; not golf cart 
lanes. If residents want to drive golf carts in Crystal Beach the carts need to meet the 
25 mph speed limit, should be required to have tags & meet all requirements that a 
registerd vehicle must have; otherwise we are going to have unlicensed drivers behind the 
wheel. Do you want the responsibily of a child falling off the back of a golf cart onto a 
public road!! 
email jr282@msn.com 
The following recipients received this information. 

County Administrators Office sspratt@co.pinellas.fl.us Commissioner Susan Latvala 
slatvala@co.pinellas.fl.us Commissioner Kenneth T Welch ktwelch@co.pinellas.fl.us 
Commissioner John Morroni jmorroni@co.pinellas.fl.us 



Kennedy, Brenda 

From: Meaders, Jerry 
Sent Monday, July 26,2004 9-34 AM 
To: Latvala, Susan 
Subject Fwd' Re: Crystal Beach Golf Cart designation petition 

~ol low Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Statur: Red 

Dear Conunr. Latvala: 

Attached is the response I have received to my inquiry in connection with Mr. 
Valk's petition. Based on this information, my legal recommendation would be against going 
forward with approving a golf cart community designation in Crystal Beach. I would be glad 
to discuss this matter further, and would be glad to frame a response to Mr.  Valk's 
correspandence if you prefer that I 
should do this rather than yourself. 

Jerry: 
We are of the opinion that the designation of a roadway for golf cart usage should be 
reserved for those roadways where traverse by golf carts makes logical sense, e.g. 
roadways that: 
1. Run adjacent to or in close proximity to a golf course, 
2. Divide a mobile home park. 
We are not aware of any such conditions existing in Crystal Beach. The closest golf 
course would be at Alt.19 and Curlew Road. Golf cart operators are unlikely to drive 
their carts that far to play a round of golf. 
Furthermore, we do not believe golf carts ~hould interface with traffic an 
arterial roadways such as Alt.19 Vehicles are more prone to traffic 
conflicts when there is a substantial difference in the speeds of the moving vehicles. 
In a community, such as Crystal Beach, where drivers would not normally expect to see 
golf casts, (there are no golf courses there) the designation would be contrary to normal 
driver expectation. If drivers do not expect a roadway condition to exist, the likelihood 
for traffic conflicts increases: 
this would be a compromise to traffic safety. In recent studies, we documented excessive 
speeds on a number of the roadways in Crystal Beach: this includes the community's primary 
access Crystal Beach Avenue. 
We do not think that the proposed designation as a "Golf Cart Communityn is the way to go. 

>>> Jerry Meaders 7/22/2004 2:14!38 PH >>> 
Jim and Winston: 
I have received siqned petition for designation of Crystal Beach, "gn all roads west of 
palm harbor ~oulevard a/k/a Alt. 19,. as a Golf Cart Communityn. 
As I discussed with Winston not long ago, we can provide, by ordinance I believe, for 
designation of a road as traversible by golf cart. Please let me know how we should 
proceed. It may be that the issue of safety should at least be looked at, as well as the 
position of law enforcement within the municipality, if there is one at this location. 
thanks. I need to hear something as soon as possible to respond back to Commr. Latvala. 



To: 

RE; 

Attached is a petition submitted by Mr. Neil Valk and signed by residents of Crystal Beach 
requesting that the BCC designate Crystal Beach a s  a "Golf Cart Ccfmmunity". , Can you 
please let me know what fi.uther action must be taken to accomplish this, 'if possible, for the 
Crystal Beach community? Thanks. 

. . 



t PETITION \O 

We, the undersigned, do hereby make a request to Pinellas County Roard of County Com~issioners to designate Crystal Beach, Florida as 
a Golf Cart Community, permitting the use of golf qrts on all road& west of P4m Harbor Boulevard alWa Alt. .l" in the community named 
Crystal Bewh .as per ttrrched drewing 7 



PETITION \ 5 - 

We, the nqdergigned, do hereby make. a r ~ n e s t  to Pinclla~ County Board of Connty dormnirsionen to designate C~yml Beach, Florida as 
8 'Golf Cart Community, permitting the are of golf cafts.on all roads west of Palm Harbor.Boule~ard ma Alt. 19 in the community nqmed . . . - 
Crystal Beach as per attached drnwing 

SIGNATURE PRnVT NAME ADDRESS . . - TEE # 

246  . 6 & c c 1  5 - b a  'v+' Back " 781 - 0SL  

loo K k U .  - ... . . . . N . 7% - 6 8 ~ ~  
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We, the . . .  nndcnigned, do: hereby m,al&ig:rqpqst . .:>!. . .  - . . . .  t i  Pinellas County ~ d a r d  o$ County Commirsioners to deaignate.,CEystta~:.:.Beaeh, Florida as 
Golf c.*rt com~onity, pumitwg &b ~ & : d f  m* on w& of p a b  b b o r  bblmard .Itla & i9 .b :&a;mmmmniQ nrmd 
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We, the undersigned, 40 hereby makc a request to Pinellas County Boprd of County Cemmiasioners to d&ignate'Cqstal Beach, Florida as 
a Golf Cart Community, permitting the one [of golf arts on ell roads w e ~ t  of Palm Harbor Boirlgward a/k/a Alt, $9 in the community named 
Crystal Beach as per attached.drawing 

- PRliVTNME ADDRESS I . . .  T&L # 



PETITION 

We, the undersigned, do hereby make a request to Pinellas County bard of County Commissioners to designate Crystal Beach, Florida as 
a'Golf Cart Community, permitting the nse of golf carts pn all rorrdu wed of Palm Harbor Boulevard alkla Alt. 19 in the communtty named 
Crystal Bsach a6 per attached. drantDg * 
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' We, the undersigned, do hereby make a w e s t  to Pinellas County Board .of County Copmissioners to designate Crystal Beach, Florida as 

use of e l f  carts on all road8 west of PaGn Harbor Bodward a/k/a Alt 19 in the community named 
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We, the undersigned, do hemby make a request to Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners to designate Cyst.1 Bath, Florida 6 
a Golf Cart Community, permitting the use of golf carte on all roads west d Palm Harbor Boulevard &a Alt. 19 in the community named 
%rya.fal Beach as per attached drawing 

SIGNATURE P m N M  ADDRESS - TEL # 
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PETITION 
. . 

We, the undersigned, do hereby make a wquest to Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners to designate Crystal Beach, Florida as 
a Golf Cart Community, permitting the use of golf c a h  on all roads west of Palm Ha;-bor Boulevard aMa Alt. 19 in the community named 
C ~ y s t d  l3eac.b as per atteched drawing 
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PErll70N 

We, the undersigned, do-hereby make a request to Pinellas Co~nty Board of County Commissioners to designate Crystal ~ e a c h ,  Florida as 
a Golf Cart Community, permitting .#the use of golf &rts oh all mads rest 6f Palm Harbor Boulevard a/k/a Alt. 19 in the community named 
Cry~ta! Beach as per attached drawing 

1 



PETITION 

We, the undersigned, do hereby make a request to Pindas County Board of County Commissioners to designate Crystal Beach, Florida as 
a Golf Cart Community;permitting the use of golf carts on ail rbrds vest of Palm Harhr Boulevard dkh Alt. 19 in the community named 
Crystal Beach a? per attached drawing 
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We, the undenigned, da hereby mqke r pc9uest to Pinelbs Canoty Board of County Commissio~cn to dajbmb Crystal &JIB F 1 ~ r i d ~  8s 

r Golf Cart Community, ppamittiqg the a c o f  8df.l.i en nu ma& ~ l t  of hL 8 . r ) n B o ~ k v d .  .IW. AIL 19 in the 
Cyrtal Beach .S per 8- dm* - ._ 
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W% the undersigned, do hereby make a request to PindIas County b a r d  of County Commissioners to designate Crystal Beach, Florida as 
a GoV Cart Community, permitting the use of golf cakts on a11 roadsnest of P a h  Harbor Bou1evard &a Alt 19.h the community named 
Crystal B ~ c h  % per nttaehd drawing 
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1 IMPORTANT REMINDER) Elves Wanted 
In order to continue your OVlS 

"Recycling/Trash Pick-up Benefit" 

for 2006, which amounts to a 

$1 08 per year savings 

per household, you 

. .  s sup par^ and effo&s$z our commun&. 
. . . . . . . .  . . , . .  , . . . , , . . ... . . . . 

2 

for the 

6th Annual 
Golf Cart 

Holiday Parade 
Sunday December 18 

5:00 p.m. 
Meet at the Ozona Pig 

The more elves the merrier!!! 
Decorate your cart and 

join us in this annual 
tradition. 



School has begun, busses are transporting kids, and 
we Ozonians are warmly moving into the Fall season! As 
we journey through 2005, our Ozona OVIS community 
dreams and goals are becoming a reality. 

For example, the $10,00 Trail Landscaping Grant 
awarded OVIS is now completed providing Ozona with 
20 new white crepe mrytles, 20 new live oaks and five 
new palm trees along the Pinellas Trail between Alt. 19 
and Orange to PennsylvaniaNirginia. 

Your OVIS membership "Re-cycling / Trash 
Pickup" benefit for 2005 has collectively saved Ozona 
residents over $16,000.00. This is a wonderful way to 
both save money individually on an essential service to 
collectively provide financial support locally to your 
community organization. Your OVIS Board members 
appreciate and thank you for your membership and your 
many kind donations. 

The $120,000.00 Ozona Village Hall Grant is 
unfolding. The  planning, bidding and permitting 
processes are completed. A contract for the renovation 
work has been awarded. The next phase involved our 
actual building repairs. We feel fortunate to have this 
opportunity to  renovate our 106 year old historical 
community building. Now, we'll get to create our legacy 
and contribution to Ozona's history. For instance, we will 
soon have central AC and a ADA compliant rest room! 

Our traffic calming initiatives continue and we 
caution all our residents to be slow and careful while 
driving in our community. We have many walkers, 
joggers, children and animals sharing our streets! 

Both Ozona and Crystal Beach have held 
community meetings, written our County commissioners 
and signed petitions requesting a "Golf Cart Friendly" 
designation. Safety issues include that only licensed 
drivers be allowed to drive them. As a community, we 

I O ~ E I  mg:HImGTs 
AA - 000292 1 

Joseph L. Oliveri, AIA 
Principal Architect 

AROO 14028 
32707 US Hwy. 19 Phone 727-78 1-7525 
Palm Harbor, FL 34684 Fax 727.78 1.6623 

Email: design@oliveriarch.com 

Oflkc (727) 945-0500 Fax: v27) 937-5607 
Celiular: (727) 460-6905 

@+ Web: www.westshorefirs1.c 

Chris Painter 

3 1 1 Orange St. 727-773-0744 
Ozona, FL 34660 (OPIG) 

P.B. & J Ceramics 1 
Post Office Box 279 Ozona, Florida 34660 I 

Phone: 727-784-1323 Fax: 727-786-7432 

UNIQUE GIFTS 
Website: www.pbandjcerarnics.c om 

Peg - Barb - Judy - 
must adhere to the golf cart safety issues as we move 
forward. Walt Anderson 72 :-789-5275 

Our dreams are becoming realities! We are so Director of Operations FAX 727-786-0022 
fortunate to live in Ozona - our isolated and quaint 0 - 7  
coastal community. Thank you for  supporting and 
contributing to Ozona. F.E.A.S.T., INC. 

Sincerely, I 32756 US Hwy. 19 North I 
Pi? jhw&m 
OVIS President 

Palm Harbor 
P.O. Box 21 54 9:00 a.m.-12:OO Noon 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682 Tuesday-Friday 



OZONA NEWS 

Molly Goodheads 
Invites You To Attend Their 
20th ANNIVERSARY PARTY 

Wednesday September 14,2005 
Ozona is one of the oldest towns in Florida. The 

town of Ozona was established in 1885 and 100 
years later, in 1985, Laurel Flowers came into town 
and opened a small bar and restaurant called Molly 
Goodheads. 

On Wednesday, September 14, Miss Molly 
Goodhcads invites everyone to her 20th 
Anniversary Party. You know nowadays it is rare to 
celebrate any anniversary, because of your 
patronage, Miss Molly i s  throwing a party to 
specially thank all her patrons over the past 20 years 
for their loyalty and support - as well as her staff, 
who has been with her for many years, Chef Fox, 
who has always kept up the the quality of her food - 
to the servers, who have served many plates of her 
food and always kept a smile and greeted hzr guests 
- to the bartenders, who have served many a drink 
over the years, Miss Molly is almost 21 years old 
and next year they will be able to serve her a drink in 
her own place. 

So, mark your calendar, and head over to Molly 

Eit ergetic Touch Massage, Pnc. 

I Massage and Personal Training 

I ma43447 

Eileen T. Newsome, LMT, CMI' L maketheecc.com 

John Thurmond 
Owner 

P.O. Box 471 
Ozona, FL 

Honey Do Lawn Care 
34660 I do what your honey won't do. 
Home (727) 786-1 043 
Cell (727) 686-2686 
Call for free estimate 

Goodheads on September 14th, the party starts at 
6:00 p.m ..... ? There will be live 
entertainment by Two Week Notice (no pun 
intended). Complimentary food, drink specials, face 
painting by Lacey the Clown, prizes and giveaways 
like our famous I Survived Molly's Anniversary 
Party t-shirts. Come join us, fun for the entire family 
and have the kids meet "Miss Molly" in person. 

Just a reminder - in keeping with Molly's 
tradition, we are having our  Annual Fishing 
Tournament in October (date to be announced). 

RAW EAR 

40CI Orange Street Ozona, FL 
727.786.6255 

Direczions: Take Tampa Road (wesf) over Alt. 19 to the end, make a 
right on Orange Street, *lolly's is on the right. 

SALES SERVICE REBUILTS ACCESSORIES RENTALS 

FAIRWAY 
GOLF CARTS,  OW^. 

(727) 787-4664 
993 Florlda Ave.. Palm Harbor, FL 34683 

1-800-682-5796 FOX 787-981 2 



OZONA NEWS 

To Ozona: In Search of 
My Grandmother's Childhood 

by Rosemary Franklin 

Mother repeatedly told me as a child: "Your 

great-grandfather and Mr. Whitehurst settled the 
west coast of Florida and grew oranges." Somehow 
my mother, Mary Elizabeth, remembered the name 
"Mr. Whitehurst" after her mother, Rosa Lee Futrell, 
told her the story. 

Crucial names: William V. Futrell, my 
great-grandfather, Mary Elizabeth Futrell, the wife 
he deserted in Mississippi, leaving her one daughter, 
Annie, and taking my grandmother Rosa, age four, ' 
on a long trip to the west coast of Florida and to a 
little settlement called "Yellow Bluff", probably in 
the year 1878. Walton Whitehurst had preceded him 
after the War by about 10 years. 

In 1878, the orange was a delicacy, and Futrell 
had a vision of developing the fruit, planting 
hundreds of the trees, and making a fortune. Since 
then, the "developing" fever has struck thousands of 
entrepreneurs like by great-grandfather. 

Futrell bought a considerable number of acres, 
perhaps from Whitehurst, and decided to lay out, on 
forty of these, "town lots." Another vision of 
development had struck him: attracting people with 

Free Estimates ResidentiaUCommerciaI 

TjGiiia 
ROOFING,,INCC 

Shingle Tile Metal Flat 
Roof Ventilation Skylights Repairs 

www.daneriferoofingim.com (727) 771 -8747 
400 Tampa Road Fax: 771 -8276 
Palm Harbor FL 34683 Lic. #RC0067235 

Phone: (727) 784-791 1 
Reverend Robert Fortner 

Unity Church of Palm Harbor 
"On Earth as it is in Heaven" 

1960 Tampa Road 
1 P.O. Box 1863 

Palm Harbor, FL 34682 

health problems to settle here or at least to visit. A 
few years later, Mr. Eavy built "The Magnolia Inn" 
for that purpose. 

After his arrival in Yellow Bluff, W.V. Futrell 
soon "married" a woman named Ellen. They had a 
child in 1880 named Emma Wayne, who died in 
1885. I can only wonder how my grandmother 
accepted Ellen has her mother, but she was only four 
when she was taken from her birth mother, and she 
must have grieved over the death of Emma. In my 
recent visit to Ozona, I uncovered these facts about 
Ellen and Emma, facts that my grandmother never 
told my mother. Evidently, Ellen was a pianist, for 
Rosa matured and became a splendid pianist, earning 
a bachelor's degree in music from Stetson University 
and eventually going on for  study in Berlin, 
Germany prior to WW I. 

Rosa's is a much longer story. Briefly, she and 
her father and Ellen left Florida, probably after the 
"Great Freeze" of 1895, and settled in Albuquerque, 
NM, a new frontier. He built a furniture store in 
"new" Albuquerque, and Rosa opened a studio. 
Teaching was the work of her life as it was my 
mother's and mine. Now I am making a journey to 
Albuquerque to unearth more information for my 
work in progress, a novel about Rosa, whom I 
never new. 

Pine Island Florida Getaway 
Contact 

Lany  Guilbault 
(727) 781-4779 

P.O. Box 783 
Ozona, FL 3 4 6 6 0 - 0 7 E 3  

email: larryguilbault@hotmail or 1 
www.pineisland-flor~da.cori L _I 

' J  

. WOODCHIPS FIREWOOD 
EREE ESTIMATES TREE REMOVAL SPECIALIST 
24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE TRIMMING AN3 TOPPING 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED STUMP REMG /AL 



OZONA NEWS 

Ozona Welcomes 
The 

Conscious Connection 
Most of us have seen the sign out front. The 

one that says, you know, Conscious something or 
other. If you take a closer look, the sign is actually 
an invitation of sorts. It reads "Make the Conscious 
Connection with Spirit for mind and body wellness." 
The Conscious Connection, a holistic healing center 
is located in downtown Ozona. Located next to the 
Ozona post office, the center is comprised of several 
free-standing buildings, quaint cottages, and a cozy 
cafe. 

This creative co-op houses many different 
businesses. Upon entering the center you will 
discover an eclectic gift shop filled with items 
designed to create balance ritual and special meaning 
into your daily life. A brochure is offered in the 
reception area that list the services offered and if you 
would like, a tour of the cer.ter is given. Many of the 
services are related to alternative health and wellncss 
such as acupuncture. massage and yoga. But upon 
f~~rther  mingling, you will discover businesses such 
as the DelMonte Art Studio where you can paint 
your own pottery or ma5terpiece. Search a little 
further and you'll discover a tranyi~il inviting spa. 
Each business owner at the center dcnates time in the 
reception area to meet and greet visitors and offer 
personal tours of the forever growing facility. 

The Practitioners offel a variety of services in 
fuli anci half day Retreat Packages til at are custom 
tailored to the individual with much attention to 

Specked Trout Murim 
up- - 

Ron Spicuzzo 
Manager 

727-786-9566 
369 Bayshore Dr. (Ozona) W e t  Slips/Boat & Trailer 
Palm Harbor, FL 34683 Storage with Ramp Access 

detail. Each retreat is designed to heighten awareness 
and sooth the soul. All services are also available in 

single sessions. 
The Center is becoming well known for the 

classes and workshops offered. The focus of all of 
the workshops and classes are to empower 
individuals through self discovery, innate abilities to 

encourage healing and optimal wellness. 
The mission of The Conscious Connection is to 

provide a safe environment where individuals and 

families can explore a little deeper and transform to a 
lifestyle that balances spirit, mind, and body. 

The Conscious Connection staff is offering a 
special gift certificate to Ozona residents. Stop in for 

a tour and pick up your gift certificate to be used 
towards many of the services offered or a custom 
wellness Retreat Package. Visit online at  

www.makethecc.com for a complete list of classes 

and services offered. 

The Conscious Connection 
204 & 306 Orange Street 

Ozona, FL 34660 
727.785.4444 

PHONE: 1727) 464 3270 
FAX.  17271 464-3022 

SUSAN LATVALA 
CHAIRMAN 

PINELLAS COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

315 COURT STREET 
E-Mail: slatvala@co.pinellas.fl.us CLEARWATER. FLORIDA 33756 

CALL - A  - HEADS 

Seafood & Fun 

400 ORANGE AVENUE 
P.O. BOX 6827 

OZONA, FL 34660 



OVIS Highlights ... 
I Making The Trail Green 
OVIS sponsored a landscaping grant for the Pinellas 
Trail for Ozona. This was a County community 
enhancement grant for $10,000. The project includes 
the planting of live oak trees, sable palms, and crepe 
myrtles between Pennsylvania Avenue at the north 
end of the overpass at Alt. US 19. The project is now 
complete. It should be noted that live oaks are the 
type of oak tree found naturally in Ozona, and get to 
be a very large, mature tree. It should also be noted 
that the typical oak planted as part of these projects 
is much smaller, and is not found naturally locally. 
The palm trees have been planted along the p0r.d just 
south of Florida Avenue and will add to the views. 
The crepe myrtles will have a white flower and have 
been planted at several locations at both the south 
end of the Trail segment, and also mixed with the 
palm trees. This landscaping should add not only 
beauty to the Trail, but will also for the long haul, 
add shade. 

I Stop Signs 
Making Traffic Calmer 

Over the past few years, OVIS has hosted several 
community workshops with the County staff 
concerning making traffic calmer in Ozona. As a 
result of those meetings a number of projects were 
implemented. However, no traffic calming changes 
were permitted on Pennsylvania Avenue and Orange 
Street, because they were designated as collector 
roads, carrying community traffic. The community 
had desired to add stop signs at several locations, to 
provide for safer entry unto these roads, and also to 
slow the traffic down. Recently these roads were 

Penny LJakubas 
Assistant Vice Pres~dent 
Branch Manager FL 

sWusT SunTrust Bank. Tampa Bay 
Mail Code FL-Dunedin-0266 
1010 Curlew Rd 
Dunedin. FL 34698 
Tel 727.736.7202 
Fax 727.736.7205 
Toll Free 800.786.8787 
penny.jakubasOsuntrusI.com 

re-designated in a way where some limited traffic 
calming, such as stop signs, are now permitted. 
Therefore, the County Commission was able to 
consider several stop sign proposals that had been 
developed through earlier community workshops. At 
i ts  July 26th meeting the BCC approved the 
following stop signs, that will soon be installed. The 
locations are: 

Pennsylvania Avenue and Ryan Woods Lane 
Orange Street and Tampa Road 

Orange Street and Florida Avenue 
Orange and Shore Drive 

The Pennsylvania stop sign should slow the traffic 
down along this roadway, and also make it safer for 
the children and others that a re  at  the Ozona 
Elementary School,  which is located on this 
roadway. The stop sign to be installed on Orange and 
Tampa Road will not only make this intersection 
easier for the people to enter Orange Avenue from 
Tampa Road, but this will also slow the traffic down 
in the business area to the north, where there is 
considerable pedestrian traffic. The other two stop 
signs on Orange Street at Florida Avenue and Shore 
Drive will make it easier for people to more safeiy 
enter the roadway from adjacent residences and 
businesses, and will also slow traffic down on thc 
roadway itself. These new stop signs shoulci 
complete the traffic calming program that was begun 
several years ago by the Ozona Community in 
cooperation with the County. 

Earhart 
Realty 

(727) 733-7 17 1 
Fax (727) 733-8282 2032 Bayshore Blvd. 
www.charlieearhart.com Dunedin, Florida 35698 



Raw Apple Cake 

112 Ib. butter or oleo 
2 cups sugar 

4 eggs 
2 cups flour 

2 tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp, baking soda 

1 tsp, salt 
4 cups sliced raw apples 

(peeled and cored) 
1 cup raisins 

1 cup chopped nuts 

Cream butter and sugar, add eggs 
and beat till fluffy. 

Sift dry ingredients together and 
add to first mixture. 

Beat till batter is creamy. 

Fold in (by hand) apples, nuts and raisins. 

Pour into a greased and floured 
9"x13" pan. 

Bake at 3500 for 1 ' 1 2  hours. 

- Submitted by Nancy Hart 

Household/Business 
Electronics and Chemical 
Mobile Collection 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 22, 
2005. The mobile collection unit of the Pinellas 
County Utili t ies will be at  the Palm 
HarborlCountry side Home Depot located at 30 144 
US Hwy. 19 N. For more information on this and 
other mobile collections or the permanent location, 
contact Pinellas County Utilities at (727) 464-7500 
or visit www.pinellascounty.org1utilities. 

The HOUSEHOLD MOBILE COLLECTION 
is FREE for residents. 

What to bring: 

Chemicals: automotive fluids, cleansers, fertilizers, 
florescent bulbs and other mercury containing 
devices, fungicides, herbicides and pesticides, house- 
hold batteries, paint, paiilt remover, paint thinner, 
pool chemicals, solvents, wood preservatives. 

Electronics: TVs, VCRs, cell phones, computers, 
copiers, fax machines, monitors, printers, stereo 
equipment, telephones, etc. 

What NOT to bring: 
Automotive batteries, biological waste, empty paint 
cans, explosives, fire extinguishers, propane tanks, 
radioactive waste, smoke detectors. 

How to package and transport chemicals: 
1 .  Do not mix chemicals together. 
2. Keep products in original containers if 

possible. 
3. Place containers into cardboard boxes, 

use crumpled newspaper to prevent 
breakage. 

4. Place leaky containers in clear plastic 
bags and transport in boxes with newspaper 
padding. 

5. Put boxes in the trunk or in back of vehicle 
away from passengers. 



Ozona Village 
Improvement Society, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 81 
Ozona, Florida 34660 

Learn from the past, plan 
for the future, 

and live in the present. 

I Cultivate good manners. 
Be humble. Get organized. 

Strive for excellence, 
not perfection. 

Be even kinder to unkind people. 

Every day take a 30 minute 
walk in your neighborhood. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

Permit No. 7103 
Tampa, FL 

Ozona Village Improvement Society Membership Dues 

Name: 

Mailing Address: 

City: State: Z i p :  
Please use this page 

and make Phone: Date: 
your check payable to: 

0.V.I.s. Email Address (optional): 

Mail check and form to: a Individual Membership - $5.00 a Family Membership - $10.00 
O.V.I.S. 

P.O. Box 81 
Ozona, FL 34660 Other Donation - Please Specify: 

Your dues help support the 
distribution of the Ozona News 

and the upkeep of the 
Ozona Village Hall. 

TO OUR SPONSORS ... 
We thank you, our sponsors, for your cooperation and continued support. 

If you would like to be a sponsor in our fall newsletter 
please make your check payable to: O.V.I.S. and mail to 

O.V.I.S. at P.O. Box 81 Ozona, FL 34660 



OCT-18-2W5 1 4 : Z  PINELLAS COUNTY PLANNING 

r\ PINELLAS COUNTY 

600 Cleveland Street Suite 750 Clearwater, Florida 33755 (727) 464-8200 Phone 
(727) 464-8201 Fax 

October 18,2005 

Ann Wickstrom Neyrey 
P.O. Box 937 
Crystal Beach, FL 34681 

RE: Golf Cart Crashes in Ozona & Crystal Beach 
b Location - Ozona & Crystal Beach 

Dear Ms. Neyrey: 

Enclosed are the crash reports you have requested. 

'NOTE: Information will reflect only data entered in our system and not all 
incidents that may have occurred! 

Should you have any questions, please contact Jackie Zakrzewski at 
(727) 464-8200. 

Enclosure 

cc: Beth Wininger 
Risk Management 

PINELLAS AREA TRANSPORTATJON STUDY 
MPO WEBSITE: ww.c6.pinet/as.fl.us/mpo 



PINELLAS COUNTY COUN'I'Y WtI)E CRASH DATA CENTER I oil 812005 
1KC'U)ENTS RY INTERYEC'1'ION 

b I - ..-- .-. -.-..--I.,"--.--.-- .--- _-- -..----....--. 
DA'CE: 10/20/2004 TIME: 12:lO fIsMV VO: 75284686 MliF7CTI PALI'I'Y: 25 INV: 00 

VEl.lICLE: 1 VEH1C:UTYPE; Othcr 
ULXIVBR-ACE;: 62 SEX: M 

DRUG USE: 5 Had Been L)rinkin:; 
DIRECTION: w 
MOVEMENT: 01 Straight Aiiead 

ROAD WAY LOCA'I'LON: 03 Shoulda 
, . .  . 

CONTRIBUTING CAUSE; 03 Failed tn Yield Right-oC- Way 

CIARMPUL. EVENT: 03 Col w/ MV in Trans (Anglc) 

VEHICLE : 2 VPILICIdE TYYE: PickupiLight Truck (2 reo 
DRIVER- AGE: 52 SEX: M 

DRUG USE: 1 Nor Drinking or Using Drugs 
DIREC'1'lON: s 

M0VE:MEXT: 01 SbrightAhead 
ROADWAY LOCATION: 01 01, Road 

CON'1'NRI.:'I'lNC CAUSL: 

HAKMPIlL EVENT: 

. - - - . - _ _ L _  --.I_.------.--- * - _  - _ -  _r.----.C_--I.---..--.---.--- 

'CHAFFIC CONTROL: 01 No Control 
SI'1'E F,OC:A'MOS: 01 Not At k~tersectirzn/WXi~ry/Bridge 

ROAD CONDITIONS: 01 N'o Defects 
KOADSUKEACE: 01 Dry 

LIGHTING: 01 Dayli~llt 
VISION 0RSL'KUC:TED: 01 Vision Not Obscured 
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CC: Memkrs, Board of County Commission I 

August 19,2004 

TO: Cornmissloner Susan Latvala, Chalrrnan 

FROM' Peg Mahara, PresMent,  zone Village Irnprovemenf 

RE: Deslgneting Orona a GoR Cart Community 

I 

On the behalf of over 65 OoK Carl owners in Orona. I have h e n  o~ked, to 
and reiy.test that you, our County Cominissioners, designate Ozona as a Golf 
Cart Community- I 

Pinellas County Board of County Commksbners 
1 

I 
~eue;ltl~, several Gotf Cart owners' state that they have been threatened ith 
$1 50.00 tickets from the Sheriffs patrolling the oms and rucfely treated. I 4 s  
one who experienced thb as well Surely, them are mow important crirni~l 
issues for Vleee afflceI-6 to do than to spend their time and effort gMng 
@OH cart reside- a hard time. 

Residents of Ozbne have been ~ l n g  golf carts for ovkr 6 yssn to pi& up heir 
mall &the Post Office, visit neighbor$ and eat at local restaurants. Ozona, 
reeidents view these a~tib'itje~ as environmentally wise and less polluting for sudr 
short excursion8. 

On three occasions when emergency vehicles including fire-truck, ambula ce 
and EI could not find en my them to the la my 
golf cart was welcorned and appreciatedl 1 

I 
Another exampie, durlng last week's hurricane scare, the gol cads assMefl 
people rnovlng their cars to high ground, helped carry plywood for stom , 
preparations and helped transport people during the hurricane evacuation 

I 
Each Deccmber fqr five yeen, the wOzona Golf Cart Holiday Parade' has @n a 
souroe of great community spirit, pride and creativity. The local press w t i i  
newapeper articles and takes pidures and many specbdm line the parad? route 
to enjoy two hours af pure jay. Last year, the Sun City Golf Cart parade 
cowdinetor evcn called to enmurage our holiday baditlon and encouraged us (D 
continue to offer such po~itive. community involvement activities. I 
We are a safe, low density, special end isolated villege. bur financial fnveftment 
in our Golf Carts as an alternate electric form of neighborhood travel is vat and 
environmentally advantageous r' 

i 
Please give wr Ozone &rnunity the right to be a Goif Cart Friendly vill ' . 4" 

I 
I 
1 
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I, 

5 0 ~  dwwu& 
0. ?J&? 5. 

P.O. Box 81 Ozona, Florida 34660 

May 24,2005 

TO: ~ ~ ~ s s i o n e r  Sopa0 

~ w l ~ r e ~ ; ~  d f  0 uj FROM peg - 
CC: Members of the Board of County (hnmissionas 

As YOU may be aware, there has been wmiSidWb1e community hMTn in rm@g the uu of golfoif ~ t ,  ' 

om co-uniiy. Sps i f idy ,  fbi. discussion has b a n  mdemy within the rommunitia of Omn6 ud 
C r y d  Beach. Last fall you b o d  a workshop rneehg with OYlS at our Hd with the mbjccf king goLf 
m~ we. w m  several dozen people i. attendance rho p r d d d  an e x 4 W  SO- board fa 
G* a wrkable &. It was r e c o w  tbat the Comty CommiSsion by m o l u t i o ~  can wt 6PLf 

a m-uoig. h. workshop gmvp believed (bat such s inoludm wodd pmG& a vehicle fa 
defmiag sde prnni~es f a  such golf cart use. Therefore, the meeting resulted in a set of ronclwions that 
w mptable U, the community if golf carts were permitted. The EondUsiofls were as fouo~s: 

h ~ e q u h d  eqVpmC"Rl for the Golf Car@ are k d l m p s ,  Hop I-, turn ti& lmp~ Tail 
1- reflex reflectom, @g brakes, r&ew minors, win- and geatbelts. 

8. Golf Cart driver would be required to have a driver's licensc. 
C. m area enmrnpsd by this authoktion arc the wmmmuol~ areas of Ozona and Crjsrnl 
wb, west of Alt US Hwy 19. 

D. ~ 1 1  &If carts that would be utilbd in the comm~ty must provide o m d p  mattad 

information to OVIS and the appropriate Crystal Beach Community o f e o a  

?,in A would asme that the gdf carts have h the appropriate "fq q u p m a  to ensure &a€ the vehkie 
itself was not deficient in that 

p o ~  B em- that the only people driving the goolf cats  ar of legal age witb a drivers lice-. We do 
brimx ~s is bprtant initidre and wodd remedy some m c e &  people have with mdn sge driving. 

p 0 a  c deefeg the area to b e.ncompscd. which includes the v q  essay defbable commmjtia of Oz013a. 

md msd Bmh, west of Alternate 19. This would ensure W the golf carts wodd be wed for co~l lmrrni~-  
destinations. 

Pa& D l i t s  the a&Mon to golf carts cats are incapable of exceeding 20 mph. 'This pmvi6on is 
& e w e s  ntb the r ~ l u t i o n  is in coafonnance with Fed& d e s  on the subjd. 

Tci&;st you in &ng this to the BCC for consideradoa, I am attaching a draft resolinion that we have 
mvi-d md find acceptable. We do believe such a resolution would make the u r  of golf carts in our 
Eomm*g &, it defines a set of da that must be followed We Y B W-UGQ' ~ Y l d  b 
iomfoublr G b  e n f ~ r c e ~ t  of these des .  Iflbac is we can do to assi~t you in 
mmid&rn by the Board of this mat&r. We wodd k mox thall thanlli~p n. be bf of~isUmCe. 
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TO: Commissioner Susan LatvaIa, Chairpcraon 
Pinellas County Board of County Comrnissimcn 

- 
CC: Members, Board of Pinellas County Commission 

FROM: T. Richard and Denna V. Bennett 
48 Bay Stred 
Omna, FL 34660 

DATE. August 20,2004 

RE: Designating Ozona as a Golf Cart Community 

Dear Ms. Latvala: 

This letter is to cncourage.you, and all members of the Pinellas county Board of 
Commissioneas, to endorse and approve designating Ozona, FL as a Golf Cart 
Community. As you how, Ozona is a safe, low density, 'Old Florida" village. Golf 
c a m  have become part of Ozona's landscape, and add to the charm and character of the 
neigbborbo~d. Many residents and visitors have commented to us that they were 
attracted .to the community because of the many golf carts in use. Friends gather and 
meet by carts and each December Ozona sponsors a golf cart parade with dozens of golf 
cats decoxakd foi Christmas. 

Not only do golf carts add to the quality of life in Ozona, they are adding to the quality of 
our environment. We think the county commissioners would well serve the community 
by encouraging golf cad use. Everyone would agree that reducing tbe number of cars on 
county streets could have significant impacts in reducing pollution and road taxes, There 
is a community in Peachtree City, Georgia that bas some 6,000 golf carts and 300 miles 
of golf cart trails. Most days there are more golf carts in the super market parking lot 
tbm cais. Perhaps a worthwhile effort for the county would be to commission a study of 
the costs ad benefits of opening tbe Pinellas trail t~ golf carts. Adding just a few golf 
cart crossings would allow people to grocery shop, and to pick-up videos or prescriptions 
and the like. At the very least we would like to sek use of carts on the trail between 
Ozona, Palm Harbor and Crystal Beach. 

Please designate Ozona as a golf cart community and carefuIly consider what you can do 
beyond Ozona concerning golf carts. Let's be kind to the environment and help to makb 
Pinellas County a better place to live and work. 
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Mr. h d  Mrs. Timothy M o m  
316 Lagoon Drive 
Post Office Box 461 
Ozona, FI 34668 

August 21,2004 

Attention; Ms. Susan Lahala, CbIrperson 
Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners 
315 Court stred- 
Clearwater, Florida 

RE: Ozom Village and Golf Cart transportation 

DearMs.Latva]a: 

We are residents ofthe quaint PineUas County town called Ozom we were also fortunate 
to meet with you last  yea^ at o w  tom ball in regards to the speed humps installed on 
Ridge R o d  and Lagoon Drive. OUT home is l d  on Lagoon Drive and we own a Golf 
Cart cumntly used stricdy for r e k t i o n  and as means to do "in townn traveling. We 
visit friends and neighbors on our golf cart, check our mail at the post office, park and 
use the Marina (when hating or swimming) and last school year we drove to and fiom 
O m  Elementmy in our cart as parking is a MAJOR issue there. Tbe school line is 
typically backed up to Alt 19 for as long as 30 minutes.  Golf cart use in Omna is both 
environinentally fkifriendly and part of the Ozona charm, since we are not a main 
tboro- or heavily traveled town I believe our community and its environment 
would benefit by the legal use of Golf Cart ~ p o ~ n  within a planned arm andfar 
for q x d i c  uses. I also imagine smne common-sense rules and. guidelines would be. 
applicabk to ukeep it safe" so to speak. Perhaps with your bclp wt collld implement a 
SAFE, FUN and LOGICAL Golf-Cart program considering such things as . . . 

1. Age requirements for safe operation of all golf carts to diswurage abuse and 
unsafl: travel by underage children whose parents may nat be aware of the 
dmgm or may not be aware their child is operating one of these carts while 
visiting a friend or relative. 

2. Use in a responsible manner (i.e. ... yielding to traffic, safe speed, ligbts, minors, 
reflect- etc.. .). 

3. Ifnecessary Wagging" or purchasing a "permit for usen, some way for the State 
and/or County to benefit fbancially'fiom our choice to use such vehicles. 
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4. P d s j o n  for our annual Holiday Parade of Carts, which is similar to the 
Holiday Boat Parade, put on each year, even if such permission would q u i r e  
writtem notice to the County providing the details of such event 

We are open to any REASONABLE solution to h e  "Cart Dilemman allowing the legal 
and safe use of such carts, as roadside ticketing by officers seems inevitable. ~ e ~ a t k e  
reinforcement (ticketing) doesn't seem beneficial to either officers or the citizens of I 

Ozoma ! 
i 

The Momssey's 
Tim.and Richelli 
3 16 Lagoon Drive, &om 
727-787-2469 or 727-647-0015 

We respectfully request your review and careful thought as to our next oompliance step 
toward legal use of our e l d c  Golf Carts. Perhaps a community vote or petition could 
be wnsiderad. _-. - _- - 
We respect and appreciate any feedback you may have, thanking you in advance br your 
~oonsideratitm, 

P.S. -PROPOSED GoIf-Cart traffic area could include all of "legally descnid" Ozona with a 
possible restriction of rime for our main drag ''Orange Street'' (ie. a curfew type situation 
safety purposes due to out-of-town bavelers visiting the restaurants along orange St. -NO 
CARTWG AFTER IOPM or so-g agreeable). A sign at eaEb entrance to our community 
noting for safety purposes that our town has "Golf Cart" shared roe& would be heIpful. 

, 



BCC Meeting Date 10/18/05 

Item # 53 

Please see BCC Meeting Date 10/18/05 , item # 

52g for advertising information. 
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