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Pinellas County Ho . e Rule Charter begins itself as a County. Then (it) quickly shapeshifts 
from it's statehoo into "Special law" (2.01), lnterlocal Agreements (2.04cnp), establishing 
Jurisdictional law ( .02b). 
It establishes a Tra, sfer of Function and Power (2.04q). 
The Charter fortkn ghts a 3rd Party land acquisition (2.04d) 

In time and course the County "no longer" exists as a County Utility. But as a 3rd party 
jurisdictional Facir · an (independent) Party establishing its own powers of taxation (2.02 b) 
giving rise to 3rd p ' y law. And 3rd party taxation "Directly'' in the form of a~ (2.04r). 

The Home rule ch ; 1 er interlocal agreement is a 3rd party Facility, acquisition of property. 
And is "in reality'', 1 political process of usurpation. 
It's a process amo ting to the aiding and abetting of a government within a government. 
The interlocal nucl '. ar arrangement, of the charter, is an internal political time bomb, claimed 
as process due in t e 14th Amendment. 

r 

The charters "inte al arrangement" is completely unsound/unwarranted in its devefopment. 
The county charte and it's interlocal compacts claiming to be just and equitable (2.02b) is 
artificial, improvid nt and fails at being legitimate. 
Both the county artd its subsequent partnerships "thereof' are totally unworthy of heading 

" up a civilized natio . 
Both the Utility an · Facility "hand in Hand" are in "high seas'' default constitutionally .... on 
both sides of the i . e. 

Furthermore, the unty's Private/Public "interlqcal" Partnership thereof with the Reclaimed 
Water Facility hav :,v10 a e m Religious rig ts twice in section 2.02e f the charter, by 
failing to comply wrth the availability fee. Thereby, implicating both entities in violation of 
the law! 1

1 
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Pinellas County Home Rule Charter Page 1 of 13 

PART I 

CHARTER* 

'---~~------· ----------
* Editors Note: Printed her@is the county's charter, being Laws of Fla. ch. 80-590, § 
1. The charter was effective upon approval at referendum . The charter was approved at 
an election held on Oct. 7, 1980. Amendments are indicated by (Parenthetical hjsfo:@) 
notes following amended provisions. The absence of a history note indicates that the 
provision remains unchanged from the original charter. Obvious misspellings have been 
corrected without notation. For stylistic purposes, a uniform system of headings, 
catchlines and citations to state statutes has been used. Additions made for clarity are 
indicated by brackets. 

Preamble 

Article I. Creation of Government 

Sec. 1.01. Body corporate. 373 ,01 q C, 5'j An./t:.~1il<. 
Sec. 1.02. Name and cou nty seat. 

Article II. Powers and Duties of the County 

Sec. 2.01. Powers and duties. 
Sec. 2.02 . Security of rights of citizens. 
Sec. 2.03. Exercise of powers. 
Sec. 2.04. Special powers of the county. 
Sec. 2 .05. Contractual services and transfer of contractual services. 
Sec. 2.06. Limitation of powers. 
Sec. 2.07 . Annexation .. 

Article III. Legislative Branch 

Sec. 3.01. Board of county commissioners. 
Sec. 3.02 . Enactment of ordinances and reso lutions. 

Article IV. Administration of County Government 

http ://www, pinellascounty .org/homerul.htm 9/10/2009 



Pinellas County Home Rule Charter Page 2 of 13 

Sec. 4.01. County administrator. 
Sec. 4.02. County attorney. 
Sec. 4.03. County officers. 

Article V. General Provisions 

Sec. 5.01. . Effect on local county laws. 
Sec. 5.02. Special laws. 

Article VI. Charter Amendments 

Sec. 6.01. Proposed by county. 
Sec. 6.02. Charter initiative. 
Sec. 6.03. Charter review commission. 
Sec. 6.04. [Placement on ballot.] 

Article VII. Severability 

[Sec. 7.01. Provisions severable.] 

Article VIII. Transition Provisions 

Sec. 8.01. Proceedings continued. 
Sec. 8.02. Outstanding bonds. 

PREAMBLE 

---·-------

Wherea~he board of county commissioners of Pinellas County, Florida, present! 
derives~legal authority from a combination of general laws e so oca 
app~~sti-Lq which appl on ly to Pinellas ~ounty, and@e~al la~~ al l of whi~C<fibam~ID 
from'l:11 o he State of Florida, and b1~-ra1C:f Lf.tJy Erit.>iY\Eti11-Teo 

pn.E,et-1ks1::~i:;d11n.1:~ t 3a tl:V 'Pia.e<-1' f/Jfr!J7,tl,,.J ,f1LJ1µ5{..11.~£W>) /ln.r.a,;/ $m,.,i ·z 

Whereas,.(Qfil!fil)thisCL®aara'Me§la~'t'Re powers,~ and(eesponsibilities)of the board 
of county commissioners are difficult, if notOrnposs1ble to defin~and , , . ? 73 01

0/Js":> 
, ,,.,.,{;;JO(.;IL LEllj /lln:1',Ht..lAl .,. • Ii_,· 

Whereas, the only legat:metHoa)ivailable to the board of county commissioners to 
define@)powers, duties, and responsibilities under the Constitution of the State of 

7 Florida is the:'.}ldop~10::B)of a Home Ru le Charter, and ~..toLt> . , 
t,)l Ct,,-1 ft' rv'f)"I • 

Whereas, the board of county commissioners(Qelieves that sudm))charte should be 
@nceivea)ir(the interest)of cooperation with the municipalities an ot er overnmenta · 
Jld.@)of this county, with the integrity of the rights of the municipalities guaranteed . 

... return to top r: F ,,. 
~------'N\_c-_""r_H ..... _o .... l) ......... Q .4-Dop1i~t;. o'fd&n. lti::W.n.es:r.':?; 1,.p1-JL1G11E.o 

€MJl/tf1,~l._ Fn.c.,.,... lu..1':>LA-r,;~G 

~ B:1,;S.,-t \2:,l'l-1;-r1-l8tu,.J 

ft'> D e-<l.Ab-ED. 

ARTICLE I. 

CREATION OF GOVERNMENT 

http://www. pinellascounty .org/homerul.htm 9/10/2009 
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l. ' 
l),~-c~ ._--( 7 ---~-----:-,~~- l~VY . 

!>FF"-~-
]v.rti>I) (.It"~ I 

(d)(AcquisitiorD development and control of county-owned parks, buildings, 
_L1:rl: and~county-o~~ed property. Cor.ft>CLllfe'\'l l,s'> _ _l'!:Pp,,11;-ry 
Aro~6"lr l,BEIL-ry,?fl.l>ff;IL-r'/ r L,i=c f;oo ·?iH·" i.JT,l,-..., ~ vi~i~ 

(e) Development and operation o _ u 1c ea or \..welf~_r~ servite~ o~ ilitie.S' 1tJ P,,4,., -s c....,,4-r,;, 
( C"ZuJJ-fy J C •1n:e,-, ~~c.,vr...,f-f ~--i.~f_r<'"Tf 
~ t"' I I..U>Gtr-·ll.AT£ ' c;1 ;,,·u:J' f>,,,.i,. '(,ia, ,n;..t~, -lt£Ef1,J6 

http://www. pinellascounty. org/homerul .h~rii1.:>1tf~-·"A !"°D 9 I 10/2009 
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-, J1. b /) p. p;({' ~·~ r .... 
/ (p,,,L, ~ 

d' in Pinellas County. 

(f) Operation, development and control of the St. Petersburg-Clearwater 
International Airport. 300·~~ts1r'~~· ~ E ·o ,t-1, 

, ~" .. -1Yl'LC: ,.,.i,r1c..'ftJ£ no• r1 e· 1 
"'i 110r(\ • 

(g) Design, construction and maintenance of. ma o raina e~ _st ms in both 
the incorporated and unincorpo.rated area.. i'~":'"~\....-s 10 1,;sj,:,luu n.i'O /}$5 '"'c , .\ 

12....., ,/ '"''1> fff ,,,:ti fi,,.;{,f•"'s' srnr.,,. /53 03(1){/11) 
I.Pl'l>ll"'" If> , .,.. ~ 

(h) Design, construction anfl maint~nance of county~ in accordance with 
I U, t ( t>,J>i,'V-f,<J ,I, 7 
aw . s ,,.,,r C<>""' ' ,,, .. J • .• ~ 

HDo"i1fl...,iO [ rl~1·:f_t:"- -
i!.ES108,115. 

(i) Implementation of, regulati~ns and program for protection of consumers. 
tie, p,.,.., { "'ry11,1;,11s 

(j) Implementation of . nimar'-control1 regulations and programs. 

~6',.llf 
(k) Development and implementation of · preparedness programs. 

ji>) pllOl)l:"'._~ lf\JIYUIIAf .,F lfi.110/1vJ11(fr... 

(I) Coordination and Jmplementation of(fiFe pr6tectr<ID for the unincorporated 
areas of the county. 

http://www. pinellascounty .org/homerul.htm 9/10/2009 
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Sec. 2.oshco,ntractual servic~s and .tran~er of ~o~\ractua~ services. 
l)W"'-W Sv"e Lii: bl P11.11/1Ll:Cili'S.' f!o"(,.!-i>~,s~,t,,.e'M> 1,.J1!:iL.le>{,"L . 
ron.,usrl _,,,:;: u,,r'\ /.. 

Additional services may be<furnisbem withi .he municipalities when the county is 
requested to do so by a majority ofe of ig_g _ 7ftr:19 ·ood-'1of the mun}.cipality and is 
so authorized by a majority vote of the board of county commissioner7 1.f F ff.>elr-) 

fA tfr~ ~ 6.rtei.it"€A 

Sec. 2.06. Limitation of powers. CJ~ • 0 _ . ';) , 1 Jd£f.ll'I- /1tAc..rz.EGrl'G.JT. 
c , ';) r'o~. 1,,)11'111..l A- CDbV f'l ----

. I v ftll-111,u. ,:f 

A ppl, ~11 il" 

b1$-ro.1c..-C , _,. 1~-ren.J.oc....,L LP-'"'/ , 
Th~~ shall no ave the power, under ai:iy circumstances, to abolish any - · 7 
municipality or in ny manner to change the status, duties, or responsibilities of the l>·~"'·~ ;·,;r' · 
county officers ecified in section aJ, aFf. VIII of the state constitu'tio,D) The~ J"'"" 
s J~FG· · 

0we"r§-<tb ensure that pro e s1 uate wit in municipalities shall not be 
subject to fo erv1ce$, en er e county exclusively for the benefit of the 
property or residents in unincorporated area.s, no ro er s1 ua e · S~r-i ~ 
unincorporated areas be subject to taxation for service · . the county fllift 
exclusively for the property or residents within municipalities, all in accordance with the 
laws of the State of Florida and the Constitution of the State of Florida@S they no~ 

r v1 e or as they may be amend(:'!d ~ro~@me 1o ti~. , . 
C..e,..i',-<.f1,;f,ol'J ) fi ,1 I CoJ.io;,'f,-rv·r,.,,J 

Sec. 2.07. A nexation. 'f;:J'/ ! 
An:1'.,c.t!" 5,r;;c. . H• rwf_ l>'f>t'of'.SoPcnJJ . 

· g in i ·· harter shall prevent a muniap1ality from annexing an unincorporated 
area into its unicipalC155iTifcla 1es except that all annexations shall be in accordance 
with the x . and criteria for voluntary municipal annexation, including the 

e inea ion o areas eli ible fo annexa ion· adopted by ordinance under the authority 
elsewhere provided for in this Charter. EfV\;,.i&t-ft 1>oM~)~ / 53 .D3(5") 
(Ord. No. 00-66, § 3, 8-22-00) 
Editors Note: Ord. No. 00-66 was approved by referendum Nov. 7, 2000 . 

.... return to top 

ARTICLE III. 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

Sec. 3.01. Board of county co 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/homerul.htm 380,08 
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:5'ati·'l-bi.!.(,"''> A11-"( • " l i;i -, f 

~

.. ,· StSL'CI.!'~ ({.. f!'IIF's f} I .- , . o· oo ~"""t.i~·'iA.r.,~" ,, .IM1 . J 
'l)Stl'.J (l,lt~b \ r-~ IO ~ fit~o.J}$1'fli" t Jr -J'(.)r'l,,l) l)l'-1 ' 0 , 

co\,j ~~~rJt-/ . h b . 
(...\D -' nearly a in o u a 10 s pract1c e, and eac commissioner eing nominate 

elected only by t e ua 1 1e e ec o who reside@ the same county commission ,..a~is-:-t --,.ric--"'-..,.. 
as the commissioner, and with three of the seven commissioners being nominated and 
elected at large. Each of the three at-large commissioners shall reside one in each of 

re distric@ the three distric@ together, c~ n tnet'-ecoJ,J ]1t and as nearly 
ua in o u a 16 as practicable. Initial redistricting shall be accomplished by the Board 

of County Commissioners in accordance withe..fction l(e) of Article VIII of the Florid~ 

1 
•• ~O, Constitution. The election, term of office, and compensation of members shall all be in 

accordance with general law. 
(Laws of Fla. ch. 99-472, § 1) 
Editors Note: The changes authorized by Laws of Fla. ch. 99-472 were approved by 
referendum Nov. 2, 1999. 

Sec. 3 .. 02. Enactment of ordinances and resolutions. 
"lfl'"''~c,..1>F j).e,<,ol v'1'13 BtU. o~~~L~F '(rl'1., f 1.,,' ., ~e;s~51••.,:.,,u. Ji (5--7-) . 

n "'("i1'l.~ fvl~lc?An.11.A" ·~ fl,<& IUW~~lf of {; H -, -c..o 
All~and(resolut1ons)shal1 be passed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the 
members of the board of county commissioners voting, in accordance with the 
procedures established by general law. -

.... return to top 

ARTICLE IV. 

ADMINISTRATION OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

Sec. 4.01. County administratqr. 

(a) There shall be a county administrator selected and appointed by the 
affirmative vote of five (5) members of the board of county commissioners, 
who shall serve until such time as he shall be removed either by a vote for 
removal of four ( 4) members of the board of county commissioners voting for 
removal in two (2) separate meetings of the board, spaced not less than two 
(2) weeks apart, or by a vote of removal of five (5) members of the board of 
county commissioners. - . . 

Ao, 6:ir-11s.sior1rrn.~ PA,1.1'-1'1 rNl' 

(b) The county dmTn1sfrator shallb~ -_ 1me position . He shall serve at the 
( Qlea's~reJof the board of county commissioners and shall be@ppointeCiJsolely 

on the basis of his executive and administrative([ualffrta"tio Q__s~ 

-Qt/~ I 
j 0r ... s1>1~r'1~ ... I · 

(c) The county administrator shall have the following duties: . / c..,-i-1 .... } 
~'l}-~riu.A"'!_;..J>) '!_m :,Jl\i'~ j) hl.D,v, Lft,.1',(A•?r~1>·. rn r.; p V ' 

(1) To administer and carry out the 'directives and policies issued to '"'f'lf.tl i> C.r. ,;,1\..,·, 
him by the board of county commissioners, acting as an official F.. r- /.~.rris(t..lotAl 

body, except that he shall not be directed or given authority to make 'fr'- ,11-0 n , .,-
appointments of members to any county boards, commissions or ·Dcl)c:t.;,p v1iT. 
agencies. 12..,~,ts. (' 

(2) Subject to the provisions of county(~~-service plans, to W,T, I-~ 
select and employ personnel to fill all vacancies, positions or 
employment after the board of county commissioners has authorized 

http://www. pinellascounty .org/homerul.httn 9/ 10/2009 
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that such vacancies, positions or employment be fi lled. Employment 
of persons in unclassified positions sha ll be subject to confirmation 
by the board of cou nty commissioners. 

(3) To supervise al l departments, department heads and employees 
of the board of county commissioners and, in his discretion, to 
terminate for cause the employment -of any employees of the board 
of county commissioners. Termination of persons in@nclass1f1e°g) 
positions shall be subject to confirmation by the board of county 
commissioners. 

( 4) After policy has been established by the board of county 
commissioners, to supervise all aspects of carrying into effect(fil&D) 
policy to its completion. He shall thereupon _report or order a full 
report to the board of county commissioners of the action taken 
upon such policy and directives of the board of county 
commissioners. 

(5) To perform such other duties as may be required of him by the 
board of county commissioners, acting as an official body, or by this 
Charter. 
(Ord. No. 00-69, § 2, 9-12-00) 
Editors Note: Ord. No . 00-69, amending subsection (a), was 
approved by referendum Nov. 7, 2000 . 

Sec. 4.02. County attorney. 

(a) There shall be a county attorney selected by the board of county 
commissioners who shall serve at the pleasure of the board. The office of 
county attorney shall not be under the direction and control of the county 
administrator but shall instead be responsible directly to the board of county 
commissioners. 

(b) The county attorney shall be an attorney licensed to practice law in the 
State of Florida for at least three (3) years. Upon appointment, he shall be 
employed full time by said county. The county attorney shall employ such 
assistant county attorneys and special assistant county attorneys, on either a 
full-time or part-time basis, as may be necessary, upon approval of the board 
of county commissioners. w,,-r€rt.u"' s.r:-ruT,~,-i ''-rr1&n.GDF'' 

.1) si<L\c.,1 (c) The office of county a rney shall be responsible for the representation of 
' -~ - ~ government, th card of county commissioners, the coun~t..,.Y...,___ 

\l-Eh\ administrator, ons 1 1ona o ice and@D other departments)(Qivision§) 
regulatory boards an9 9..~,Zi) boards of county government in all legal 
matters relating to tliEfira I responsibi lities. The office of county attorney 
shall prosecute and defend all civil actions for and on behalf of county 
government and shall review all ordinances, resolutions, contracts,~ n s nd 

(Ether written instrument~ q7-103 CJS-ZB&> I 
IZ (p -~OCI _:.lK Q ops , 

Sec. 4.03. County officers. c..,,--z~ 

http://www. pinellascounty .org/homerul.htm 9/10/2009 
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This document [Charter] shall in no manner change the status, duties, or responsibilities , 
of the [following] county officers of Pinellas County: But ~1Y( A&i..rr (l Ee,.1 0 '-', i),~-ta.,c:..i'1 -.Io,,, ,-> /""~ 

The clerk of the circuit court, property appraiser, tax collector, sheriff, and supervisor of 
elections . 

.... return to top 

ARTICLE V. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 5.01. Effect on local county laws. 
~ lo11S-r,'fJ11op 

All@:xist1ntj law~ ordinances, resolutions, rules, regulations, and policies of the county 
shall remain operative except where inconsistent or in@irect conflict with this Char~!) , 
until amended or repealed by the board of cot:mty commissioners. ~AT, 

7 ,:. r,. i ' ('s"l'.dl"Lt • '? 
• • r (2. ed AI fY\ "' " Ir' :f, i>,-i · 

j i,il,l'>i>IL1'io,,I • .... '\) A ,a..~i\rll.t::'' A ppl..,t.-1\ I 

relating to or affecting Pinellas Count 
bich apply only to Pinellas Coun , 

except those laws relating exclusive to a municipa lity, the sc oard or 
one of the boards, authorities, istncts r councils listed i section (b) and 
except those laws dealing with saltwater: fishing, wetlan s aquatic preserves, 
or bird sanctuaries, shall bec_ome county ordinances of Pinellas Count and 
shall remain in full force and effect to the extent e are n in on 1c · it h 
this Charter, subject to amendment or repeal by the board of county ~ '}. 
commissioners. .... t,..)~.o(El'.2- . :: ~ 

ll..n :1'ri ,,u" ' .,,, 'o,1? , ,.; 
J.,,n,- '~t)1 £>\I ,:: j,.l.V 

(b) This document shall in no manner change the status uties or "S\) <1-~ \b<\b ~~ 
responsibilities of the fol lowing boards, authorities, districts and councils : 
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority, Emergency Medical Services Authority, 
Fresh Wa er Conservation Board Indian Rocks Special Fire Control District, 
uvenile Welfare Board, License Board for Children's Centers and Family Day 

Care Homes Mos uito Control District of Pinellas County,(Ozona-Palm Harbor-
er sta! Beach S ecial F Co Distric Pinellas County Construction 
Licensing Board, Pinel las County Industry Council, Pinellas County Planning 
Council, Pinellas County Personnel Board, Pinellas County Water and 
Navigation Control Authority,<e]nellas Park Water Management Distr@ Pinellas 
Police Standards Council, and Pinellas Sports Authority . ,;i_ .I c/ 

C -'i;p.,D7. £LE<-\0fl> ( 
. O~fl· c,f '(YIG fS,f:l-f • 

(c) In order to provide government which is responsive~ o the peo@ t he ~s 1;,ioio&fl. I 
powers granted by this Charter shall be@nstrued l1berall2) in favor of the 
county government, except in those areas where(![nsd!ction is grante~ or <i2 .. 
reserved to, the municipalities. This Charter shall not be construed to - v J IGO 
authorize or grant power to county government to perform services with in the 
various municipalities beyond those specifically enumerated in this Charter.~ ll-/cJ 
The specified powers in this Charter shall not be construed as limiting, in any , ,. i , , 
way, the general or specific powers of the government. fl_t-SE 1J.icfll1'Dli!ICa. 

-r rto.s $p&:., h€_il 
f ooJE-1\-S I A ~H,JJ4 

·,H/3 
http://www. pinellascounty .org/homerul.htm 9/1 0/2009 J I.Jfl.iSi),Lfoo--1 
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... return to top 

ARTICLE VI. 

CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

Sec. 6.01. Proposed by county. 

The board of county commissioners by ordinance passed by an affirmative vote of not 
less than majority plus one (1) member shall have the authority to propose 
amendments to this Charter. Any such amendment shall be subject to referendum at the 
next scheduled countywide election; provided, however, the board of county 
commissioners may call a special referendum election for said purpose. Said referendum 
shall be called by the board of county commissioners and notice of said referendum, 
together with the exact language of the proposed amendment, shall be published once a 
week for four ( 4) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county, 
the first such publication being at least forty-five ( 45) days prior to the referendum. 
Passage of proposed amendments shall require approval of a majority of electors voting 
in said election on such amendment. 

Sec. 6.02. Charter initiative. 
7 Vc>'1En.., 

1) Amendments t h Charter may be proposed by a petition ned y 
registered lee or qual to at least ten (10) percent of the mber o 
registered '@the county at the ti.me of the last pr eding ge eral 
election. No more than forty_ ( 40) percent of those regist ed e ec ors signing 
petitions shall reside in any one (1) at-lar e coun co mi sion district No 
more than thirty (30) percent of those eg1s ere ec or signing petitions 
shall reside in any one (1) single-member count commission 1strict Such 
petition shall be filed with the clerk of the circuit court in his capacity as clerk 
of the board of county commissioners, together with an affidavit from the 
supervisor of electionS,f2$J..tlfying the number of signatures which has been 
verified as registered~of Pinellas County at the time the signature was 
verified. Each such proposed amendment shall embrace but one (1) subject 
and matter directly connected therewith. Each charter amendment proposed 
by petition shall be placed on the ballot by resolution of the board of county 
commissioners for the general election occurring in excess of ninety (90) days 
from the certification by the supervisor of elections that the requisite number 
of signatures has been verified. However, the County Commissioners may call 
a special referendum election for said purpose. Notice of said referendum, 
together with the exact language of the proposed amendment as submitted on 
the petition, shall be published by the board of county commissioners once a 
week for four ( 4) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the county, the first such publication being at least forty-five ( 45) days prior to 
the referendum. Passage of proposed amendments shall require approval of a 
majority of electors voting in said election on such amendment. 

2) The sponsor of a petition amendment shall, prior to obtaining any 
signatures, submit the text of the proposed amendment to the supervisor of 
elections, with the form on which the signatures will be affixed, and shall 
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obtain the approval of the supervisor of elections of such form. The style and 
requirements of such form shall be specified by ordinance. The beginning date 
of any petition drive shall commence upon the date of approval by the 
supervisor of elections of the form on which signatures will be affixed, and said 
drive shall terminate one hundred eighty (180) days after that date. In the 
event sufficient signatures are not acquired during that one hundred eighty 
(180) day period, the petition initiative sha ll be rendered null and void and 
none of the signatures may be carried over onto another identical or similar 
petition. The sponsor shall submit signed and dated forms to the supervisor of 
elections and upon submission pay all fees as required by general law. The 
supervisor of elections shall within forty-five (45) days verify the signatures 
thereon. Notwithstanding the time limits hereinabove signatures on a petition 
circulated prior to one general election sha ll not be valid beyond the date of 
that election. 

3) If approved by a majority of those electors voting on the amendment at the 
general election, the amendment shall become effective on the date specified 
in the amendment, or, if not so specified, on January 1 of the succeeding year. 

(Amd. of 11-03-98; Ord. No. 00-68, § 2, 9-12-00) 
Editors Note: Ord. No. 00-68, amending subsection 1), was approved by 
referendum Nov. 7, 2000. 

Sec. 6.03. Charter review commission. 

(a) During the month of December, 1985 and every six (6) years thereafter, 
there shall be established a charter .review commission composed of thirteen 
(13) members. The members of the commission shall be appointed by the 
board of county commissioners of Pinellas County from the following groups: 

(1) One (1) member from the Pinellas County Legislative Delegation 
residing in Pinellas County; 

(2) One (1) constitutional officer; 

(3) One (1) member from the elected city officials; 

(4) One (1) member from the elected board of county 
commissioners; 

(5) Nine (9) members from the public at large, none of whom shall 
be an elected official. 

Vacancies shall be filled within thirty (30) days in the same manner as the 
original appointments. 

(b) Each charter review commission shall meet prior to the end of the third 
week in January 1986, and every six (6) years thereafter for the purposes of 
organization. The charter review commission shall elect a chairman and vice­
chairman from among its membership. Further meetings of the commission 
shall be held upon the call of chairman or any three (3) members of the 
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commission. All meetings shall be open to the public. A majority of the 
members of the charteli review commission shall constitute a quorum. The 
commissio ma • do t other rules its o erations and proceedin s as it 

eems eslra ,The members of the commission shall receive no 
compensation but shall be reimbursed for necessary expenses pursuant to law. 

(c) Expenses of the charter review commission shall be verified by a majority 
vote of the commission and forwarded to the board of county commissioners 
for payment from the general fund of the county. The board of county 
commissioners shall provide space, secretarial and staff assistance. The board 
of county commissioners may accept funds,~ and services for the 
charter review commission from the state, the government of the United (t)'I'' 
States, or other sources,@E!!s)x(i5rivate) "'fi,lt ELE':ro _ ..... 1> 

~j toftlr:. 

(d) The charter review commission shall review; on behalf@ the c1tlzenj;'of ~uf'\ 
Pinellas County, the operation of county government in order to recommend 
amendments to this Charter, if any. 

(e) Each charter review commission established pursuant to this section shall 
complete its review and submit a report to the citizens of Pinellas County by 
July 31, 1986, and each six (6) years thereafter. Included within the report 
shall be any proposed amendments to the Charter, together with the wording 
of the question or questions which shall be voted on at referendum. Proposed 
amendments may, at the discretion of the charter review commission, be 
included in a single question or multiple questions. The board of county 
commissioners shal l call a referendum election to be held in conjunction with 
the 1986 general election and each six (6) years thereafter, for the purpose of 
voting on the proposal or proposals submitted by the charter review /k'f',;AL'. 
commission. Notice of each such referendum, together with th~ 
l.anguage of the proposed amendment or amendments as submitted in the 
report of the charter review co mmission, shall be published by the board of 
county commissioners once a week for four (4) consecutive weeks in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county, the first such publication being 
at least forty-five (45) days prior to the referendum. Passage of proposed 
amendments shall require approval of a majority of electors voting in said 
election on such amendment. · 
Editors Note: Amendments to § 6.03 were approved at referendum in Nov. 
1984. 
(Amd. of 11-3-98) 

Sec. 6.04. [Placement on ballot.] 

Any other section of the Pinellas County Charter, chapter 80-590, Laws of Florida, 
notwithstanding, except for any proposed amendments affecting the status, duties, or 
responsibilities of the county officers referenced in §§ 2.06 and 4.03 of this Charter, 
charter amendments proposed under § 6.01 (proposed by Pinellas County Commission), 
§ 6.02 (proposed by citizens' initiative), or § 6.03 (proposed by a Charter Review 
Commission) shall be placed directly on the ballot for approval or rejection by the voters 
and it shall not be a requirement that any such proposed amendments need to be 
referred to or approved by the Legislature prior to any such placement on the ballot. 
However, any charter amendment affecting any change in function, service, power, or 
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regulatory authority of a county, municipality, ors e · a istrict may be transferred to or 
performed by another county, municipality, or s eda istric only after approval by vote 
of the elect~£f,~tJ£~>Jrfi.QSferor and approval by vote of the electors ~f ~ach 
transferee.~amenWments proposed by the Board of County Comm1ss1oners must be 
approved by ordinance passed by a majority plus one member. The power to amend, 
revise, or repeal this Charter by citizens' initiative shall not include amendments relating 
to the county budget, debt obl igations, capita l improveme1 programs, salaries of 
county officers and employees e v r col lection of ~, or the rezoning of less 
than 5 percent of the total land area of the cou nty. 
(Laws of Fla. ch. 99-451, § 1) 
Editors Note: The additions authori 
referendum Nov. 2, 1999. 

ed by Laws of Fla. ch. 99-451 were approved by 

UA"11?n- \),>1'.fL((..,: Lr: iJ'( 
..... return to top '' 'b,cctt-rel Jli'3,.,3.l l.o 7 (!-o) 
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)LL&6.A L. Ari,... ' L Ellf 
ARTICLE VII. 

SEVERABILITY 

If any article, ection, subsection, sentence, cla use, or provision of this Charter is held 
mva I or un onstitutiona such inva lidity or unconstitutionality shall not be construed to 
ren er inva I or unconstitu~_;o~al the .remain in~ provi~(ons of this Charter;, / 

\/Etl, ~t H~ll &if J~t=LP I /Jt/:xl.)ltA5L€ tlrtD o~Sue.5-rAr1c,',4L l. re um 6 fop - · 

ARTICLE VIII. 

TRANSITION PROVISIONS 

Sec. 8.01. Proceedings continued. 

All petitions, hearings and other proceedings pending before any office, officer, 
department or board on the effective date of this Charter shall be continued and 
completed under Charter government. 

Sec. 8.02. Outstanding bonds. 

All bonds, revenue certificates, and other fina ncial obligations of the county outstanding 
on the effective date of this Charter shall continue to be obligation@th~ county, 

' f ~ 

.... return to top Bv1 J,f o, ttl ~ !), S, ·7 1e,T , 

t>fL 1r1F . 
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The Board of County Commissioners 
values your participation 
Please fill out this card if you wish to speak or record 
your sentiment regarding an agenda item or general 
topic. Individuals wishing to speak may do so for up 
to three minutes when called to the lectern. 

l!l Citizens to be Heard 

D Agenda Item 

Agenda date: UJ /;c; /, S<" 
v 

Agenda item number (NOT case number): _____ _ 

Speaking: 

For D Against D Undecided D 

Waive speaking: 

In Support D Against D 
(The Chairman will read this information into the record.) 

Address: 

Zip: 3?tf3 

Email: ________________ _ 

Please refer to the Pinellas County Commission 

Public Participation & Decorum Rules for details. 

Visit Pinellas County online at www.pinellascounty.org 

Pinellas County complies with the America~s with Disabilities Act. To obtain accessible 
formats of this document, please call V/TDD (727) 464-4062. 
Funding for this document was provided by the Marketing and Communications Department. 
500 copies were printed at a cost of $10.25 or $0.021 each. 7/16 




