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COMMISSIONEH

November 9, 2017

Mr., Kenneth T. Welch

Vice-Chair, Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
315 Court Street

Clearwater, FL 33756

Re: City Council of St. Petersburg Resolution No. 2017-631

Dear Mr. Welch:

Pursuant to City Council of St. Petersburg Resolution No. 2017-631; enclosed please find a copy
of City Council of St. Petersburg Resolution No. 2017-631, which was passed on November 2,
2017.

If you have any questions regarding this transmittal, please do not hesitate to contact my office at
any time.

Sincerely,

Chan Srinivasa
City Clerk

Enclosures

cc: Ms. Janet Long, Chair, Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
Mr. Dave Eggers, Commissioner, Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
Ms. Pat Gerard, Commissioner, Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
Mr. Charlie Justice, Commissioner, Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
Mr. John Morroni, Commissioner, Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners
Ms. Karen Seel, Commissioner, Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners



NO. 2017-631

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ST.
PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL REQUESTING
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF PINELLAS COUNTY FLORIDA TO STUDY
THE IMPACTS OF RESIDENTIAL WOOD
BURNING DEVICES AND IF NECESSARY,
ADD CRITERIA TO THEIR COMPREHENSIVE
AIR QUALITY ORDINANCE TO FURTHER
ADDRESS IMPACTS FROM RESIDENTIAL
WOOD BURNING DEVICES; REQUESTING
THE BOARD ALLOCATE ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF
THE AIR QUALITY CODE; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in the past few years there have been studies released by the
scientific community showing that smoke from wood burning residential devices contains
particulate matter in a type and number that is dangerous to human health. Most of these studies
have been conducted by cities in the western United States; and

WHEREAS, the City of St. Petersburg has received citizen complaints related to
smoke and air quality degradation and these complaints result from usage of large wood burning
devices such as barbeque grills in residential zoning districts; and

WHEREAS, the regulation of pollution and air quality is preempted to the
counties under state law, and Pinellas County has enacted the Pinellas County Comprehensive
Air Quality Ordinance to regulate the same; and

WHEREAS, Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners is the rule-making
authority of Pinellas County under the Comprehensive Air Quality Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City would request that the County do further research into the
effects of large residential wood burning devices which is specific to Pinellas County and
considers the unique population, topographical and atmospheric conditions of our region; and

WHEREAS, if the County performs such investigation and research collected
shows a potential for health hazards related to residential wood burning devices, the City would
request these findings be incorporated into new regulations to limit the impacts from residential
wood burning devices; and

WHEREAS, the current Comprehensive Air Quality Ordinance and the Pinellas
County regulations regarding open burning address issues of smoke and odor from residential
sources which can become nuisances. However, Pinellas County does not currently allocate
resources and staff for night and weekend investigations into complaints; and
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WHEREAS., the complaints received by the City related to large residential wood
burning devices have been referred to County enforcement agents. and such agents™ responses
have been limited by the distance from their operational base in Clearwater and the days and
hours of the complaints.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of St.
Petersburg, Florida that this City Council requests the Board of County Commissioners of
Pinellas County to direct Pinellas County staff to investigate and research the potential health
impacts in residential zoning districts of wood burning devices and to amend its Comprehensive
Alr Quality Ordinance to address any impacts from residential wood burning devices.

NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this City Council requests that
additional resources be allocated to enforcement of the current Comprehensive Air Quality
Ordinance and any future air quality regulations which may be adopted by the County. so that
response times to complaints in the City of St. Petersburg may be improved.

This resolution shall become eftective immediately upon its adoption.

Adopted at a regular session of the City Council held on the 2nd day of

November, 2017. .
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. e -
Datden Rfce. Chair-Councilmember

/ Presiding Ofticer of the City Council

Chan Srinivasa, City Clerk

ATTEST:
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