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BY ASHLEY GURBAL KRITZER

The building of
Amazon's Seattle
headquarters in 2016.

mazon.com is on the hunt f
ond corporate headquarters
sive deal worth §5 billion in capital

investment and 50,000 new j vhs witl
the potential to rrtrlr.u'u-.'i'\ alter
Tampa Bay's economy. il the pr

landed here

The 5¢& based e-commer

i

on Sept. 7, seeking sites |
with room to expand

request for proposals

giant pu

W corporate camp

io 15 years, up o s

million square feet. The

]nh“, Amazon said. is more than $100 .04
It is the exact type of economic

that Tampa Bay’s business 3

Tech jobs that pay more th

al household income

prominent, Cons
If Amazon’s sec y land any

where in Tampa Bay, it w seal the reg)

an economic powerhouse and finally erase its linger

ing stigma as a k-office
hub for call centers

It will be an increc
nomic developers in
acknowledge this. Both cities h:
pose: The 85-acre Tropicana Field site, which is p
for redevelopment, and Water Street Tampa, 5tr
gic Property Partners’ $3 billion, mixed-use district

KWalerT

LiL IF

y competitive process;

a and St. Petersburg

bvious sites to pro

1AVE

downtown Tampa

*Most Fortune 500 headquarters — they don't
[move] to a market. They're born and grown there,”
said Craig Richard, president and CEO of the Tam
pa-Hillsborough Economic Development Corp. “50
this is a rare opportunity.”

Richard wouldn't commerit directly on whether his
group will pursue the project; the EDC’s policy. he says,
is to “not comment on any open and active projects.”

L.P. DuBuque, president of the St. Petersburg Area
Economic Development Corp., said he will be discuss
ing with his counterparts — including Richard - how
to respond to the RFP.

“St. Pete is 100 percent
“and we’re going to find the best process, m
we can present St Peteasas =

The two groups were slat

meet on Sept. 21 to
discuss whether a joint bid is feasible. Amazon said in
its proposal that it "encourages” the submission of only
one proposal per metro area. Proposals are due Oct. 19

*“We really have to work together as a region to sell them
why we can support 50,000 jobs,” DuBuque said. “Once
we sell the region, it becomes a real estate decision.”

DuBuque was previously with the Tampa-Hillsbor
ough EDC before he became the first-ever chief of the
5t. Pete EDC in October 2016

A joint proposal from both groups, DuBuque said,
would be “something this community has never seen
before.”

*Trust is a big issue when you talk about this type of
collaboration,” DuBuque said. “Our relationship bodes
well for us being able to do something successfully.”

The RFP puts most major markets in North Amer
ica in the running: Amazon says it prefers a met
ro area of more than 1 million people, *a stable and
business-friendly environment” and communities that
can get creative with available real estate. It is open to
urban and suburban locations, as long as the area is
able to attract and retain a talented workforce

CONTINUED ON PAGE &
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@ Proximity to population

@ Proximity te international
awport: wants to be
within 45 minutes of a major
international airport; both
the Trop and Water Street are
well within that boundary.

@ Accesst

@ Building req

o i

The new Tampa skyline once
Water Street is completed

Aerial view
of Tropicana
Field in
downtown
St. Pate

" the regeon that could work

3 and Tropscana Fusld
v @nd netaineng talent

HERE’S HOW THOSE PROPERTIES STACK UP TO THE RFP:

ass treneit: This is one of Tampa Bay's biggest downfalis. Tampa Bay
Lightning owner Jeff Vinik — one of the partners behind Water Street Tampa — has
said that the region’s lack of transit is its “Achilles heel” when it comes 1o economic
_ Amazon wants acCess 10 Mass ransit at 1s site

Tampa Bay's economic development leaders say they don’t think the region’s lack
of transit disqualifies it.

| don't think anything at this point blackballs Tampa,” Richard sasd. “We have a
the necessary ingredients for any headguarters. The most important ingredient =
access to talent. We have the talent. and we can attract talent”

However, even in Orlando — which has spent $1.3 ballion on SunRail. & commuter rad
lina — business leaders say the city lacks the kind of transt nfrastructure Amaron wants

*Mass transit will need to be enhanced and likely expanded” Dawnd Glass, founder
and axecutive producer for digital conference OrlandoiX. told the Orlando Business
Journal. “We have SunRail, but it doesn’t run frequently enough durnng the day and
doesn’t run on nights and weekends ~

iy The initial phase, which Amazon wants ready by 2019, is at
least 500,000 square feet. The company will consider existing buildings and 100-
acre greenfield sites that are development-ready with utility infrastructure in place.
Amazon is also open to urban infill sites and redevelopment plays.

district is within walking distance of the waterfront master plan
Bay — a plan that includes 8 million mmdmmumﬁx m‘rm
mm,hmmdﬂ‘nwhommxhdmﬂadmuﬁmm.
:-hmotuwnmfwmswm declined comment
RFP emphasizes Amazon's commitment 1o sustainable, ener, icient
mmmmnmmmummmmmﬂﬁm
mwﬂmw: - mmwmbw
ot the edge of St Pete’s i
nel“l‘w-hhntm.m:ﬁd. S et b
mmhmhmmm-udmmmm
they're moving forward on i” DuBuque said. Wmﬂnminrmnag;:':dm
Mnuhﬂrlunmdnwmﬂﬂdwwmﬂmmh us”
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Amazon's RFP
[ beyond real et
development 1Ind
coverage and fibe
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centers in Ruskin a
sortation Gcility ir

In Ruskin and Lake
has blown past the
bers that wer

BEYOND REALEST/

it pol
of Texas,
wess Journal, a
hat Amazon’s
eadquaners

bids is unprecedented and could result
in an expens dcting war

=Bt this leads 0 the “winner' scurse’
— the city that wins this competition
may forgo future vy for imfra-

iotfercash
in meal

structure improver
grants to Amazon so large 1
daollar terms, on the wh by
COMIMLUIMITY Ty EIvE up me e Lham i
gains,” Jensen told the PRI

In Tampa Bay and throughout Flord
da. the majority of Amason s in
have been in the form of tax abaternent
and rebates

FIERCE COM

asatech hubir

Google among its

consultant 1o help purs
'LI".!J..
After crunching the nun
New York Times Upshot d
ver the best choice for An
0SS 10 talent and mass (ransi
Stmucthure among the top reas
There's also Austin, Texas, w
1BM, Apple and Samsung alrei
offices, BEving it a leg up v
access o tech talent
The Tampa Bay region is certainh
underdog in the fight for Amazon s
ond headquarters. But between \a
SI.I!.'EIT'.I.H'[],'I‘:I, the Tropicana Fields
velopment and potential for ecur
ic developers to collaborate, this ars
in a better position than its ever [
for landing a mega deal like Ama




