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Update on Priority Items
 Beach Nourishment

• HB 1213 has passed 2 of 3 committees, SB 1590  has passed 1 of 3 committees. 
Both bills update the beach nourishment ranking criteria, focus efforts on inlet 
sand management, and require DEP to develop a 3-year work plan. 

 Construction Licensing Board 
• HB 1441 has passed all committees of reference. Was amended to allow the 

appointment of an individual from County Consumer Protection to the PCCLB.

 Flood Insurance 
• SB 420 has passed 2 of 3 committees. The bill extends current law that enables 

companies selling private flood policies to set their own rates without needing 
approval from state regulators, and increases intervals for revisions to the flood 
loss projection models to every 4 years. 

 Regional Transportation
• SB 1672 and HB 1243 reform TBARTA’s membership structure. Both have passed 1 

of 3 committees. 
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Update on Priority Items
 Vacation Rentals

• HB 425 prohibits any regulations by local government and has passed 2 of 3 committees. SB 
188 allows local regulations as long as they are applied universally. SB 188 was postponed in 
its second committee, but may be heard at a future committee meeting. 

 Vehicles for Hire (Transportation Network Companies) 
• SB 340 and HB 221 would provide statewide regulatory guidance for transportation network 

companies (TNCs) like Uber and Lyft. HB 221 passed the full House, SB 340 passed all 
committees and was placed on Senate floor calendar. 

 Local Tax Referenda
• HB 139 and SB 278 require local government sales tax referenda to be held on the date of a 

general election and receive a supermajority vote. HB 139 has been amended to provide an 
effective date of July 1, 2018. The Senate bill was amended to take effect July 1, 2019. 

 SHIP/SAIL (Affordable Housing)
• Although the trust funds will collect about $292 million for affordable housing, the draft 

Senate budget only allocates $162.4 million of the funds into affordable housing while the 
House and the Governor propose spending only $44 million, diverting the rest to other 
projects.
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Other Items of Interest
 Community Redevelopment Areas (CRAs) 

• HB 13 creates new reporting requirements for existing CRAs, changes 
criteria for use of redevelopment trust fund proceeds, and phases out 
existing CRAs. HB 13 passed 2 of 3 committees, and SB 1770 passed 1 of 4 
committees. 

 Cell Phone Tower Preemption
 SB 596 and HB 687 prohibit the Department of Transportation and local government 

entities from prohibiting, regulating, or charging for the collocation of small wireless 
facilities in public rights-of-way under certain circumstances. SB 596 has passed 2 of 3 
committees. HB 687 has passed 1 of 2 committees.

 Homestead Exemption
 HB 7105 and SJR 1774 propose an amendment to the Florida Constitution to increase 

the current homestead exemption for non-school property taxes by $25,000 (creating an 
exemption of $75,000 for the first $100,000 of the value of homestead property). 

 According to OMB’s analysis and the Property Appraiser’s analysis, this could result in at 
least a $21M impact to Pinellas County. 
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Appropriations Requests

 Request for Lealman Community and Recreation Center 
appears in the Senate Budget for $2M. 

 Request for the Tampa Bay Center for Innovation appears 
in Senate Budget for $3M. 

 Other Items
• $10M for Lake Seminole Sediment Removal (not in Senate 

Budget)
• $1.5M for Sanitary Sewer Improvements in City of St. Pete 

Beach (In Senate Budget)
• Treasure Island Pinellas County Shore Protection Project is on 

track for funding in the amount of $2,530,000
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Questions? 
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