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May 5, 2022 

 

The Center for Rational Living is pleased to submit a proposal for the Adult Drug Court 

Treatment Program for the County of Pinellas. Over the last 25 years, CRL has focused on 

providing quality treatment to the mandated substance abuse populations. All of CRL's treatment 

is done under the Department of Children and Family Services License (#1045809) and meets 

65D-30 codes. CRL also believes in providing therapy to our clients, and therefore requires all 

our therapists to have a minimum of a master’s level education. This allows us to provide top 

quality services to our clients and to the drug court. 

 

The Center for Rational Living is bidding for Drug Court Division N and Z, Group 2 (OP II), 

Group 3 (OP Ill) as well as post-treatment drug screens for both groups. CRL is currently 

providing OP II and OP III treatment for Drug Court Division N and these programs are meeting 

the Pinellas County Drug Court's stipulated structure. This includes but is not limited to; two 

hour groups, twice a week for a minimum of 24 sessions for OPII and four days a week for a 

minimum of 48 sessions, placement of clients in group program within 14 days of referral, group 

times in both the day and night, individual sessions, random drug testing (minimum of once a 

week with no less than a six panel test), community support substance abuse meetings, referrals 

to the appropriate outside agencies, submitting treatment updates and recommendations in a 

timely manner to both the Pinellas County Drug Court and the client's probation officer and 

providing a CRL representative in the court house for the client's judicial review. 

 

The aforementioned services are understood to meet the drug courts current needs. The Center 

for Rational Living is willing and able to provide services to both Drug Court divisions N and Z. 

CRL understands that additional challenges have come up and we have responded to meet these 

challenges. CRL will continue to keep an ongoing, open dialogue of the needs of the drug court 

and the clients, to make additional modifications to the treatment and reporting structure as 

deemed necessary. 

 

Over the last nine years, the Center for Rational Living has helped individuals in the Pinellas 

County Drug Court system live a healthier, clean and sober life. The staff of the Center for 

Rational Living has enjoyed working closely with the Drug Court staff in a professional, 

therapeutic way that has led to so many successful outcomes for people participating in the Drug 

Court program. CRL looks forward to continuing this mission of providing the best quality 

services to both the individual client and the Pinellas County Drug Court. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Leanne Cura, M.A., President 
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Section B – Special Conditions  

2. Proposal Requirements 
 

 

a. Qualifications and Experience  

 

The Center for Rational Living is pleased to submit a proposal for the Adult Drug Court 

Treatment Program for the County of Pinellas. Over the last 32 years, CRL has focused 

on providing quality treatment to the substance abuse population. With the last 25 

focusing on the mandated substance abuse populations. Additionally, starting in October 

2007, CRL opened a Pinellas County office utilizing Pinellas county's requirements for 

outpatient level II and III programs. During this time, the Center for Rational Living was 

rewarded a partial contract for the drug court's (Division N and Z) outpatient services 

which began in October 2010, and again in 2017. All of CRL's treatment is done under 

the Department of Children and Family Services License (#1329AD167801) and meets 

65D-30 codes. Additionally, CRL is CARF accredited and meets all standards set by the 

national accreditation agency.  The Center for Rational Living (CRL), Pinellas County 

vendor number 69821, has been a contracted provider with the Department of 

Corrections to provide outpatient substance abuse treatment services to offenders since 

1996. During that time, CRL has developed positive relationships with the contracted 

managers and designees to ensure clients receive needed services. 

 

CRL also believes in providing therapy to our clients, and therefore requires all of our 

therapists to have a minimum of a master level education or a certified additions 

professional. This allows us to provide top quality services to our clients and to the drug 

court. CRL will be conducting all therapy with in house clinicians, without the use of 

subcontractors. Currently on staff we have the following individuals ready and able to 

work with the drug court clients 

 

 

- Leanne Cura, M.A., B.C.P.C. - President/CEO/Therapist: Ms. Cura has been with the 

Center for Rational Living since 1999. Ms. Cura has a Master's degree in Mental 

Health Counseling and Gerontology from the University of South Florida. She has 

worked with wide range of populations including: court mandated, marriage and 

family, substance abuse, children and teenagers, hospice, chronically mentally ill, 

dual diagnosis, and gerontology. She has been extensively trained and utilizes 

Rational Emotive Behavioral Therapy (REBT), Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), 

Solutions Focused Therapy, and Family Systems. Ms. Cura has 24 years' experience 

in Substance abuse. She has worked with the Department of Corrections, DUI- 

Counterattack and Drug Court providing outstanding services. Leanne Cura is a 

Board-Certified Professional Counselor. 

 

- Bradley Callahan, LCSW-Clinical Director/Therapist: Mr. Callahan graduated with 

honors from the University of South Florida with a Master's degree in Social Work. 

He has obtained his LCSW and is a Certified Supervisor for Licensure. Mr. Callahan 

has worked with wide range of populations including: court mandated, military, 

substance abusing, children and adults, foster family, chronically mentally ill, dual 
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diagnosis, and mental health. He has been extensively trained and utilizes Accelerated 

Resolution Therapy (ART), Rational Emotive Behavioral Therapy (REBT), Cognitive 

Behavioral Therapy (CBT), Solutions Focused Therapy, Reality Therapy, MATRX 

and Seeking Safety. Mr. Callahan started working at the Center for Rational Living in 

June of 2006. For the past fifth teen (15) years he has been Director of Substance 

Abuse Services and a therapist for CRL. Mr. Callahan will perform therapist 

responsibilities in additional to being a qualified professional/clinical supervisor for 

this contract. He has extensive experience working with the mandated population and 

the organizations connected to the clients, i.e., Department of Corrections, Drug 

Court and the military. Mr. Callahan's dedication in the field of social work has 

allowed him to fine tune his skills as a highly effective therapist and supervisor. In the 

last thirteen (13) years he has almost exclusively focused on forming and operating 

therapeutic programs which serve Drug Court clients. 

 

- Ruth W. McLauchlin, CAP: Ms. McLauchlin graduated from University of South 

Florida in May 1994 with a Double Bachelor of Arts Degree majoring in Criminology 

and Psychology. This was followed by a Florida Certification Board Certificate as a 

Prevention Professional in September 2002, Addiction Professional Certification in 

July 2011 and International Certification in Alcohol and Drug Counseling in July 

2011. She is currently working with drug court mandated clients in both, traditional 

and intensive substance abuse treatment programs. She has been trained in REBT, 

CBT, Reality Therapy and Solutions Focus Therapy.  

 

- Patrick Smith, MSW-Clinician: Mr. Smith graduated from Salisbury University with 

a master’s degree in social work and is currently working on his Doctorate in 

Community Counseling specializing in Traumatology. Mr. Smith started working at 

CRL in June of 2020. He is currently working with drug court mandated clients in 

both traditional and intensive substance abuse treatment programs. He has been 

trained in REBT, CBT, Reality Therapy, Solution Focus Therapy, and Accelerated 

Resolution Therapy (ART). Currently, Mr. Smith is a registered intern working 

towards his LCSW. 

 

Upon receiving the contract for outpatient substance abuse services CRL will increase the 

number of primary counselors as needed. The Center has a core group of trained 

clinicians who are available to begin the project and ensure there are no waiting lists for 

assessments or treatment services while additional staff is hired. 

 

The Center for Rational Living is bidding for Drug Court Division N and Z, Group 2 (OP 

II), Group 3 (OP Ill), which includes post-treatment drug screens for both groups. CRL is 

currently providing OP II and OP III treatment for Drug Court Division N and Z, with 

these programs meeting the Pinellas County Drug Court's stipulated structure. This 

includes but is not limited to; two hour groups, twice a week for a minimum of 24 

sessions for OPII and four days a week for a minimum of 48 sessions, placement of 

clients in group program within 14 days of referral, group times in both the day and night, 

individual sessions, random drug testing (minimum of once a week with no less than a six 

panel test), community support substance abuse meetings, referrals to the appropriate 

RFP # 22-0317-P(LN) 
RFP Title:  Adult Drug Court Treatment - Division N and Z

ATTACHMENT 2 
Page 95 of 159



5 

 

outside agencies, submitting treatment updates and recommendations in a timely manner 

to both the Pinellas County Drug Court and the client's probation officer and providing a 

CRL representative in the court house for the client's judicial review. 

 

To date the Center for Rational Living has been servicing the north and south county 

population with two office locations (Clearwater and St. Petersburg).  Additionally, CRL 

has a color code system for clients' court ordered to have continued drug screens for up to 

an additional 40 weeks post-treatment. Community based substance abuse meetings are 

not a stipulation for treatment but are encouraged by staff for clients to attend. 

 

The aforementioned services are understood to meet the drug courts current needs. Center 

for Rational Living is willing and able to provide services to both Drug Court divisions N 

and Z. CRL understands that additional challenges have and will arise and are willing to 

respond and meet these challenges. CRL will continue to keep an ongoing, open dialogue 

of the needs of the drug court and the clients, in order to make additional modifications to 

the treatment and reporting structure as deemed necessary. 

 

Over the last 15 years, the Center for Rational Living has helped individuals in the 

Pinellas County Drug Court system live a healthier, clean and sober life. The staff of the 

Center for Rational Living has enjoyed working closely with the Drug Court staff in a 

professional, therapeutic way that has led to so many successful outcomes for people 

participating in the Drug Court program. CRL looks forward to continuing this mission of 

providing the best quality services to both the individual client and the Pinellas County 

Drug Court. 

 

CRL’s references provided in Section D include: Curt Murtha P.A., Daniel Hartpence 

P.A., Michael Mastrogiovanni P.A, and Marc Pelletir P.A. All have shared past and 

current clients with CRL for the past several years.    
 

b. Methods for Scope of Work 

 

The Center for Rational Living is submitting this proposal to provide community-based 

Group 2 (OP2) and Group 3 (OP3) substance abuse treatment services, and for Pinellas 

County. The Center will provide substance abuse orientation, intakes/assessments, 

individual counseling, treatment plan reviews, group counseling, aftercare, substance 

abuse education and referrals to other treatment services. In addition, the Center will 

provide urine drug screen testing, both during and post treatment as required by the court. 

All services exceed applicable local, state, and federal regulations. CRL is licensed and 

audited by the Department of Children and Family Services (License number 1045809) 

and the last audit in May of 2020 resulted in a score of 98.8% and rating of Exemplary 

Practices. 

 

The Center for Rational Living has a successful twenty-five-year history of providing 

substance abuse treatment services to the criminal justice population. CRL utilizes 

Rational Emotive Behavior Therapy/Cognitive Behavior Therapy as the evidence-based 

practice to assist clients in addressing substance abuse and criminal thinking. The goal of 

the approach is to help clients recognize, change and cope with thoughts that lead to self-
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defeating behaviors. The structured approach is well received in both group and 

individual settings and can be done in brief treatment setting. These services will be 

available in multiple locations in the county. CRL offers both a north county location in 

Clearwater, FL and a south county location in St Petersburg, FL. Both offices are located 

on major bus lines for easy accessibility for the drug court clients.  

 

Research has shown that cognitive-behavioral coping skill therapies lead to a significant 

decrease in rates of duration, frequency, and quantity of one's substance use. In addition, 

many evidence-based practices for reducing criminal thinking focus on the cognitive 

behavioral model. 

 

The Center for Rational Living has an outstanding staff all of whom have a master's 

degree at minimum. All staff members are highly skilled in their ability to provide quality 

substance abuse treatment. CRL fully understands the requirements put forth in this 

request for proposal for outpatient services. The Center for Rational Living has 

demonstrated its ability to manage a contract of this scope. CRL currently and will 

maintained the required levels of insurance and endorsement in accordance with the 

insurance requirements in Section C of the RFP. The Center for Rational Living has in 

place backup systems to protect the personal and health information of the client. CRL 

follows all HIPAA rules and privacy regulations. CRL has implemented security 

processes and will continue to do so as technology changes. 

 

The Center for Rational Living's goal is to continue to provide outstanding treatment 

services for defendants in Adult Drug Court, as well as continue to work closely with 

Pinellas County Drug Court staff.  

 

c. Statement of Work 

 

CRL will provide the following services to meet or exceed the requirements for Group 2 

(OP2) and Group 3 (OP3): 

 

1. CRL will conduct OP2 and OP3 to meet and/or exceed all requirements set forth by 

the RFP.  
 

2. OP2 and OP3 will be offered in both north (Clearwater) and south (St. Petersburg) 

county.  
 

3. OP2 and OP3 will be offered during the day and evening/night for both locations.  
 

4. CRL will offer weekly orientations for both locations for the OP2 and OP3 

programs. 
 

5. CRL will conduct orientations for clients on dates set by the drug court. Once the 

orientation is complete, CRL will conduct an intake/assessment within one week of 

orientation date. Once intake/orientation is complete, the individual will start the 

group sessions the following Monday. This will ensure all individual will start within 

fourteen (14) days from referral.  
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6. OP2 group sessions will be held two (2) times per week for a minimum of thirty-two 

(32) sessions (sixteen (16) weeks). Each session will be two (2) hour session. 
 

7. OP3 group sessions will be offered with a step-down component. OP3 will start with 

individuals attending group sessions four (4) times per week for a minimum of forty-

eight (48) sessions (twelve (12) weeks). Once the forty-eight (48) sessions are 

completed successfully, the client will step down to two (2) times per week for a 

minimum of twelve (12) sessions (six (6) weeks) 

 

8. CRL will attempt to offer one (1) OP3 time slot specifically for veterans of the US 

military. Availability of a veterans only group will be based on total referrals and 

ability to staff the group. This group will be held either at the north or south location 

based on staffing and court’s preference. The veteran’s group will meet all of the 

OP3 criteria listed above. 
 

9. CRL will offer individual sessions to clients who could benefit from one-on-one 

therapy in addition to the group sessions set forth in OP2 and OP3. 
 

10. CRL will conduct urine analysis (UA’s) on average once every four sessions or one 

(1) per week using no less than a six (6) panel test. All results will be uploaded into 

the drug court tracking system.  
 

11. CRL will have a color code system in place for clients required to receive post 

treatment UA’s. Client will be required to call a dedicated color code phone line. If 

the client’s color is called they will have between 10am and 7pm to show at their 

designated office to provide a sample. All results will be uploaded into the drug court 

tracking system.  
 

12. CRL will provide court reports to court staff no later than forty-eight (48) hours prior 

to the client’s court hearing.  
 

13. CRL will provide probation and PTI officers monthly updates of client’s status 
 

14. CRL will provide monthly invoices for all work rendered in previous month no later 

than thirty (30) days post end of billing month. The invoice will break down the 

number of session/post-treatment UA per client, by week and day. Additionally, 

CRL will provide signed attendance sheets per client to verify dates attended and/or 

post-treatment UA’s received.  
 

15. CRL will provide a staff member to attend the weekly court dates. The CRL 

representative will provide updated information and therapeutic assessment for all 

clients on the court docket.  
 

d. Compensation 

 

Pricing is inclusive of all requirements for services as specified in the Scope of Work; 

including compensation for all standard day-to-day administrative, reporting, court 
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appearances, communication with the County or Court, overhead and internal expenses; 

including administrative support, office supplies, consumables, other consulting services, 

special presentations, regular and certified postage, computer/soil ware usage, telephone 

charges, emails, electronic data transmission fees, standard copier usage, and fax charges, 

etc., (i.e., inclusive of all costs). 

 

Pinellas County will compensate the Contractor for services as specified in the Scope of 

Service, as delineated below: 

 

Group: 2 Outpatient Level II $40.00 per counseling session w/ drug screen.  

 

Group: 3 Outpatient Level III $40.00 per counseling session w/ drug screen.  

 

$25 per post-treatment drug screen, as ordered.  

 

Offender Co-Payment 

 

A copay additional to the $40.00 paid by Pinellas County of $7.00 per counseling session 

is recommended by the Center for Rational Living. The purpose of the $7 copay is to 

minimize the cost of treatment to Drug Court as well as to allow the maximum amount of 

clients to be served. More importantly, copays create an environment where clients have 

more of an investment in their treatment and recovery. CRL has had a long history of 

positive treatment outcomes based on minimal copay investment from clients. 

 

The Court and the Center for Rational Living shall agree upon the co-payment rate in 

writing. The Court is not responsible for collecting any payment from the offenders, 

including collection of overdue or unpaid amounts the offender might owe to the 

Contractor. Offenders will be required to pay all fees in full prior to successfully 

completing treatment. 

 

The Center for Rational Living shall provide a receipt to the offender for payments made 

to CRL and shall follow acceptable accounting practices and procedures in processing all 

co-payments. CRL shall require the offender to sign an attendance report/sign-in sheet for 

each treatment event. The attendance report/sign -in sheet shall identify the date, time, 

place, treatment counselor, and co-payment amount paid by the offender. The offender's 

signature on the attendance/sign-in sheet will verify the offender's attendance at the 

treatment event (individual session group session, assessment, etc.), and the co-payment 

the offender made for treatment on that date. 

 

Value-Added Services 

 

CRL will conduct and include the following services at no additional cost to the Court 

 

1) Orientations for all clients entering Outpatient II & III 

2) Substance Abuse Training for Court Staff 

3) Background checks for all CRL employees 
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4) Court appearances by CRL staff for offender's judicial reviews 

5) Only Master level counselors. 

 

If requested by the Court and at no cost to the Court, the Center for Rational Living shall 

provide up to twenty (20) hours of substance abuse training for Court employees. Training 

topics, time allocations, and the number of Court staff to be determined by the Contractor 

and the Contract Manager, or designee. 

 

 

e. Exceptions to RFP 

 

CRL is not asking for any exceptions to the RFP 

 

 

 

E. Scope of Work 

 

1. Target Population 

 

a. The Center for Rational Living was established in 1989, with Vincent E. Parr, 

PhD. as the president. In 2000, CRL became Curaparr Corporation DBA Center 

for Rational Living. The primary business is providing substance abuse treatment 

services at the outpatient level of care, mental health counseling and 

psychotherapy services. 

 

Over the last 25 years, CRL has focused on providing quality treatment to the 

mandated substance abuse populations. During this time CRL has worked with 

Department of Probation and Drug Court referred clients. This has allowed CRL 

to have a comprehensive understanding of the needs of the not only the clients 

attending CRL, but also their referral sources.  

 

b. CRL has provided community-based outpatient substance abuse treatment and 

aftercare services to the criminal justice population since 1996. The Center has 

provided Outpatient and Intensive Outpatient Day/Night services to the Pinellas 

County Drug Court Division N (2007-current), Outpatient and Intensive 

Outpatient Day/Night services to the Pinellas County Drug Court Division Z 

(2017-current), Department of Corrections (Hillsborough 1996- current and 

Pinellas County 2007-current), DUI-Counterattack (Hillsborough 1996- current), 

Sun Coast Safety Counsel (Pinellas 2008-current), clients referred by defense 

lawyers and self-referred clients. Prior to 1996, CRL provided mental health and 

substance abuse treatment to self-referred clients since 1973. 

 

CRL held the Day/Night Intensive Outpatient Treatment contract for the 

Department of Corrections from 1996 to 2008. CRL chose not to continue with 

contract due to budget cuts. 
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CRL currently provides services for clients referred from Pinellas County Drug 

Court Division N, DUI-Counterattack (Hillsborough), Department of Corrections 

(Hillsborough and Pinellas County, FL), Sun Coast Safety Counsel (Pinellas 

County) and self-referred clients. 

 

CRL utilizes available community resources to link clients with services not 

provided at the Center. In the event a client has a need to additional services, the 

staff have working relationships with a variety of community resources such as 

the local detoxification providers, mental health centers, providers of services for 

clients with HIV. CRL is aware of the array of issues criminal justice clients may 

be experiencing and understands the key to successful outcomes for substance 

abuse treatment as reducing recidivism is in networking and partnering with 

community resources. 

 

CRL has an existing group of counselors who are committed to the Center's goal 

of providing quality services. The existing staff will be immediately available to 

provide services outlined in this proposal. In addition to their experience in 

providing substance abuse treatment, the counselors have backgrounds in, 

cognitive behavioral counseling for anger reduction, faith-based counseling, and 

holistic approaches to recovery. 

 

CRL has consistently had positive results on annual monitoring visits/evaluations 

with the Department of Corrections for past contracts held by CRL and by 

Division of Children and Family licensure audits. 

 

The outpatient group curriculum will utilize evidence-based practices associated 

with Rational Emotive Behavioral Therapy and Cognitive Behavioral Therapy. 

The minimum credentials of the group facilitator will be a master's level inter in 

the counseling field with prior experience in counseling and/or working with the 

criminal justice population. They will be supervised by a qualified licensed 

professional following the guidelines found in 65D-30. 

 

For the last ten (10) years CRL has been providing services to anywhere from 

sixty (60) to one hundred twenty (120) Pinellas County Drug Court clients at a 

given time. During said time, CRL has provided group therapy, individual 

therapy, UA’s, court reports and a weekly court liaison. This experience has 

allowed CRL to structure their outpatient programs to specifically meet the needs 

of the Pinellas County Drug Court and their clientele. 

 

c. Starting in October 2007, CRL opened a Pinellas County office utilizing Pinellas 

county's requirements for outpatient level II and III programs. During this time, 

the Center for Rational Living was rewarded a partial contract for the drug court's 

(Division N and Z) outpatient services which began in October 2010, and again in 

2017.  
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All of CRL's treatment is done under the Department of Children and Family 

Services License (#1329AD167801) and meets 65D-30 codes. Additionally, CRL 

is CARF accredited and meets all standards set by the national accreditation 

agency.  The Center has provided Outpatient and Intensive Outpatient Day/Night 

services to the Pinellas County Drug Court Division N (2007-current), Outpatient 

and Intensive Outpatient Day/Night services to the Pinellas County Drug Court 

Division Z (2017-current), Department of Corrections (Hillsborough 1996- 

current and Pinellas County 2007-current), DUI-Counterattack (Hillsborough 

1996- current), Sun Coast Safety Counsel (Pinellas 2008-current), clients referred 

by defense lawyers and self-referred clients. Prior to 1996, CRL provided mental 

health and substance abuse treatment to self-referred clients since 1973. 

 

d. CRL will provide all substance abuse therapeutic services for appropriately 

referred clients under the CRL umbrella of care. For clients who require 

additional services, CRL will utilize the local network of mental health 

organizations, transitional housing, residential substance abuse treatment 

providers, occupational services, department of corrections, housing serves and 

any and all services which can help the success of the individual.  

 

Consultation or referral arrangements will be made where psychiatric, medical or 

other social services are deemed appropriate. CRL shall refer all offenders 

assessed who require a treatment modality, other than Outpatient II or III 

Substance Abuse treatment services, to an appropriate Court treatment program. 

Exceptions to this requirement shall be considered on a case- by-case basis and 

shall be approved, in writing, by the Contract Manager. 

 

 

2. Services to be Performed 

 

b. Group 2 – Outpatient Level II Services for Drug Court  

The services to be provided under this Contract shall include an Outpatient Level II 

Substance Abuse Treatment Program for adult offenders on community supervision 

with the Pinellas County Drug Court (PCDC). The program shall provide quality 

short term substance abuse treatment for offenders who are not in need of residential 

treatment and are not in prison confinement. All services will be provided in 

accordance with Chapter 65D-30, Florida Administrative code. In addition to the 

standards proscribed in 65D-30.010(1), each defendant/respondent will be provided 

with counseling services that are consistent with Drug Court Level II outpatient 

treatment. The following required services exceed the standards for outpatient 

treatment as defined in 65D-30.010(1). 

 

The Center for Rational Living will provide the following services to defendants and 

respondents within 14 days of receipt of Court referral: 

 

i. Services will be offered in both north and south Pinellas County 
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ii. Group counseling shall be available day and night. Services will be provided in 

both north and south Pinellas County. 

 

iii. Group counseling shall consist of a minimum of sixteen (16) weeks, two (2) 

times per week, two (2) hour sessions of treatment, meeting the criteria for an 

Outpatient II program set forth by RFP. Individual sessions will be offered on an 

as needed basis. 

 

iv. Screening: The Center for Rational Living conducts intake screenings of 

offenders within 10 days or less of receipt of the Drug Court’s referral. The 

purpose of the intake screening is to determine the offender's appropriateness and 

eligibility for the recommended substance abuse treatment services. 

 

The rationale for the recommendation or action taken as a result of the screening 

will be documented and shared with the referring Drug Court and/or probation 

officer. All offenders identified during the intake screening who are identified as 

having a substance abuse problem (by admitted drug usage, positive urinalysis, a 

drug offense, significant other reports, etc.) will be entered into the appropriate 

treatment level regardless of whether the offender admits to a drug problem or 

desires to enter treatment. 

 

If requested by the Court or Department of Corrections, a urinalysis will be 

completed during the intake process if the screening indicates the offender is 

appropriate for Outpatient Substance Abuse Treatment Services. The urinalysis 

will be done at no cost to the Court or Department of Corrections.  

 

In the event an offender fails to appear for a scheduled appointment, the Center 

for Rational Living will advise the referring Court or probation officer via email. 

 

Assessment: Each client who attends an intake screening appointment will 

complete a physical health history and psychosocial assessment. The forms for the 

physical health history and psychosocial assessment will conform to the 

requirements of Rule 65D-30, F.A.C. and any revisions/updates. The physical 

health assessment and psychosocial assessment will be completed within the time 

frames specified by Rule 65D-30, F.A.C. and any revisions/ updates. 

 

Center for Rational Living will notify the Court if any subsequent 

recommendations are made. 

 

Written Progress Reports for each offender in treatment are to be completed by 

the Contractor on a monthly basis and distributed to the Supervising Officer by 

the first (1st) day of the following month. Additionally, Contractor will submit to 

the Drug Court reports at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the offender's 

judicial review. Contractor will follow up the report by attending the judicial 

review to provide any additional information needed by the court. At minimum, 
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the progress report must include information on the offender's drug screens, 

participation, attendance, progress in the program, and prognosis. 

 

v. Within 30 days of referral by the Court, the individual treatment plan will at a 

minimum contain goals or objectives addressing substance use, criminal thinking, 

the offender's financial responsibilities for treatment services and the fact that the 

offender is on community supervision. A sample individualized outpatient 

treatment plan is included in this tab. 

 

Treatment plan reviews will be conducted in accordance with the requirements 

and time frames (within every thirty (30) days) of Rule 65D-60, F.A.C. and any 

revisions/updates. The treatment plan reviews will be completed with the 

counselor and offender during a face-to-face session. The treatment plan reviews 

will be reviewed by a qualified professional.  

 

CRL shall notify the offender's supervising Probation Officer, PTI Officer and 

Court in writing of an offender's discharge from the program. 

 

Additionally, a written Discharge Report shall be completed by CRL for each 

offender discharged from the program and submitted to the offender's supervising 

party and PCDC. This Discharge report must specifically state when an offender 

has been successfully or unsuccessfully discharged from their treatment program 

and must outline an aftercare plan and/or additional treatment recommendations. 

 

Offenders may be discharged from the program when one of the following 

conditions is met: 

 

Successful Discharge 

An offender must meet the following criteria to receive a successful discharge 

from the program: 

1) Offender must have successfully completed all required components of the 

program described in this contract; and 

2) Offender must have demonstrated the ability to appropriately cope with 

everyday stress without resorting to substance abuse. 

3) Client has fulfilled or made significant progress toward treatment plan goals 

 

Unsuccessful Discharge 

Offenders may receive an unsuccessful discharge from the treatment program for 

violation or for non-compliance with program rules and/or for failure to meet the 

requirements of a successful discharge as outlined above. The Contractor shall 

take the following steps in order to complete an unsuccessful discharge on an 

offender: 

1) The decision to discharge shall take place following a clinical staffing session; 

2) The final decision shall be made by the Clinical Qualified Supervisor 

3) The supervising Probation Officer, PT Officer and PCDC shall be notified; 

and 
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4) Supporting rationale for the discharge shall be documented in the offender's 

clinical file.  

 

Administrative Discharge 

1) a medical or mental health condition which prohibits an offender from 

participation in the program; 

2) expiration of the offender's sentence 

3) death of an offender; or 

4) other approved reasons outside the control of the offender or program and 

unrelated to program compliance 

 

vi. Random Urine Drug Screenings or Oral Swab Drug Screenings will be given 

on a random basis at least weekly for multiple drugs during the course of 

treatment and up to 40 weeks post treatment on a frequency basis as ordered by 

the Court. 

 

CRL shall conduct random and unannounced urinalysis at a minimum of one 

urinalysis every seven (7) days on average for each offender participating in 

accordance with Drug Court protocol. All test results shall be reported to the 

supervising Probation officer in monthly reports and to the court at the offender's 

judicial review. Documentation of all test results shall be maintained in the 

offender’s clinical file and recorded on the drug courts urinalysis log detailing the 

dates, drugs for which the offender was tested, and the results of all urinalyses for 

each offender. 

 

CRL will use a "full panel" test (i.e., test for a minimum of six (6) drugs) for all 

offenders for the course of treatment. Any deviation from this testing procedure 

must be approved by the Contract Manager or designee. 

 

In the event of a positive, the treatment counselor is required to contact the 

supervising Officer, Court and to convene a meeting of the treatment team to 

discuss sanctions to be applied. The treatment staff shall notify the supervising 

Officer, in writing, of all positive urinalysis results and admissions to drug usage 

within seventy-two (72) hours of knowledge thereof by the Contractor and shall 

notify the Drug Court at the offender's judicial review. 

 

 

vii. Participation by clients in community self-help groups, such as NA or AA, 

will be encouraged. Attendance at these meetings shall not, however, constitute 

part of the requirement for substance abuse counseling. 

 

viii. Counseling groups will be no larger than 20 persons per group. 
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CRL will provide Adult Drug Court with the following: 

 

i. Center for Rational Living will provide notification of client’s arrival for 

screening process inclusive of client’s acceptance or non-acceptance into 

treatment setting.  

 

ii. Center for Rational Living will provide notification of treatment start date to 

Drug Court. 

 

iii. Center for Rational will provide evaluation recommendations to the Drug 

Court. 

 

iv. Center for Rational Living will provide reports for judicial reviews no later 

than 48 hours prior to a regularly schedules judicial review hearing (including 

attendance, UDS results, treatment progress reports); Reports will be 

electronically submitted to the drug court via secure connections, which can 

include direct submission through the drug court's web-based drug court case 

management system. 

 

v. Center for Rational Living will provide immediate notification of termination, 

discharge, or elopements. 

 

vi. Center for Rational Living will provide immediate notification of violation of 

terms of treatment (i.e., failed drug screens, missed treatment appointments, etc.) 

 

vii. Center for Rational Living will provide immediate notification of 

hospitalization or significant disruption of treatment process 

 

viii. Center for Rational Living will provide discharge information will be 

supplied to the Court, and a copy will be forwarded to the Department of 

Corrections 

 

ix. Center for Rational Living will make court appearances as required by the 

court. 

 

x. Center for Rational Living will provide client-related data and status 

information in a manner and format as required by the Court.  

 

xi. Center for Rational Living will provide a weekly written report to Court on 

treatment availability status and size of wait lists. 
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c. Group 3 – Outpatient Level III Services for Drug Court  

The services to be provided under this Contract shall include an Outpatient Level III 

Substance Abuse Treatment Program for adult offenders on community supervision 

with the Pinellas County Drug Court (PCDC). The program shall provide quality 

short term substance abuse treatment for offenders who are not in need of residential 

treatment and are not in prison confinement. All services will be provided in 

accordance with Chapter 65D-30, Florida Administrative code. In addition to the 

standards proscribed in 65D-30.010(1), each defendant/respondent will be provided 

with counseling services that are consistent with Drug Court Level II outpatient 

treatment. The following required services exceed the standards for outpatient 

treatment as defined in 65D-30.010(1). 

 

The Center for Rational Living will provide the following services to defendants and 

respondents within 14 days of receipt of Court referral: 

 

i. Services will be offered in both north and south Pinellas County 

 

ii. Group counseling shall be available day and night. Services will be provided in 

both north and south Pinellas County. 

 

iii. Group counseling shall consist of a minimum of twelve (12) weeks of four (4) 

times per week group sessions followed by six (6) weeks of two (2) times per 

week group sessions. All groups will be two (2) hour sessions of treatment, 

meeting the criteria for an Outpatient III program set forth by RFP. Individual 

sessions will be offered on an as needed basis.  

 

iv. Screening: The Center for Rational Living conducts intake screenings of 

offenders within 10 days or less of receipt of the Drug Court’s referral. The 

purpose of the intake screening is to determine the offender's appropriateness and 

eligibility for the recommended substance abuse treatment services. 

 

The rationale for the recommendation or action taken as a result of the screening 

will be documented and shared with the referring Drug Court and/or probation 

officer. All offenders identified during the intake screening who are identified as 

having a substance abuse problem (by admitted drug usage, positive urinalysis, a 

drug offense, significant other reports, etc.) will be entered into the appropriate 

treatment level regardless of whether the offender admits to a drug problem or 

desires to enter treatment. 

 

If requested by the Court or Department of Corrections, a urinalysis will be 

completed during the intake process if the screening indicates the offender is 

appropriate for Outpatient Substance Abuse Treatment Services. The urinalysis 

will be done at no cost to the Court or Department of Corrections.  

 

In the event an offender fails to appear for a scheduled appointment, the Center 

for Rational Living will advise the referring Court or probation officer via email. 
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Assessment: Each client who attends an intake screening appointment will 

complete a physical health history and psychosocial assessment. The forms for the 

physical health history and psychosocial assessment will conform to the 

requirements of Rule 65D-30, F.A.C. and any revisions/updates. The physical 

health assessment and psychosocial assessment will be completed within the time 

frames specified by Rule 65D-30, F.A.C. and any revisions/ updates. 

 

Center for Rational Living will notify the Court if any subsequent 

recommendations are made. 

 

Written Progress Reports for each offender in treatment are to be completed by 

the Contractor on a monthly basis and distributed to the Supervising Officer by 

the first (1st) day of the following month. Additionally, Contractor will submit to 

the Drug Court reports at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the offender's 

judicial review. Contractor will follow up the report by attending the judicial 

review to provide any additional information needed by the court. At minimum, 

the progress report must include information on the offender's drug screens, 

participation, attendance, progress in the program, and prognosis. 

 

v. Within 30 days of referral by the Court, the individual treatment plan will at a 

minimum contain goals or objectives addressing substance use, criminal thinking, 

the offender's financial responsibilities for treatment services and the fact that the 

offender is on community supervision. A sample individualized outpatient 

treatment plan is included in this tab. 

 

Treatment plan reviews will be conducted in accordance with the requirements 

and time frames (within every thirty (30) days) of Rule 65D-60, F.A.C. and any 

revisions/updates. The treatment plan reviews will be completed with the 

counselor and offender during a face-to-face session. The treatment plan reviews 

will be reviewed by a qualified professional.  

 

CRL shall notify the offender's supervising Probation Officer, PTI Officer and 

Court in writing of an offender's discharge from the program. 

 

Additionally, a written Discharge Report shall be completed by CRL for each 

offender discharged from the program and submitted to the offender's supervising 

party and PCDC. This Discharge report must specifically state where an offender 

has been successfully or unsuccessfully discharged from their treatment program 

and must outline an aftercare plan and/or additional treatment recommend at ions. 

 

Offenders may be discharged from the program when one of the following 

conditions is met: 
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Successful Discharge 

An offender must meet the following criteria to receive a successful discharge 

from the program: 

1) Offender must have successfully completed all required components of the 

program described in this contract; and 

2) Offender must have demonstrated the ability to appropriately cope with 

everyday stress without resorting to substance abuse. 

3) Client has fulfilled or made significant progress toward treatment plan goals 

 

Unsuccessful Discharge 

Offenders may receive an unsuccessful discharge from the treatment program for 

violation or for non-compliance with program rules and/or for failure to meet the 

requirements of a successful discharge as outlined above. The Contractor shall 

take the following steps in order to complete an unsuccessful discharge on an 

offender: 

1) The decision to discharge shall take place following a clinical staffing session; 

2) The final decision shall be made by the Clinical Qualified Supervisor 

3) The supervising Probation Officer, PT Officer and PCDC shall be notified; 

and 

4) Supporting rationale for the discharge shall be documented in the offender's 

clinical file.  

 

Administrative Discharge 

1) a medical or mental health condition which prohibits an offender from 

participation in the program; 

2) expiration of the offender's sentence 

3) death of an offender; or 

4) other approved reasons outside the control of the offender or program and 

unrelated to program compliance 

 

vi. Random Urine Drug Screenings or Oral Swab Drug Screenings will be given 

on a random basis at least weekly for multiple drugs during the course of 

treatment and up to 40 weeks post treatment on a frequency basis as ordered by 

the Court. 

 

CRL shall conduct random and unannounced urinalysis at a minimum of one 

urinalysis every seven (7) days on average for each offender participating in 

accordance with Drug Court protocol. All test results shall be reported to the 

supervising Probation officer in monthly reports and to the court at the offender's 

judicial review. Documentation of all test results shall be maintained in the 

offender’s clinical file and recorded on the drug courts urinalysis log detailing the 

dates, drugs for which the offender was tested, and the results of all urinalyses for 

each offender. 
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CRL will use a "full panel" test (i.e., test for a minimum of six (6) drugs) for all 

offenders for the course of treatment. Any deviation from this testing procedure 

must be approved by the Contract Manager or designee. 

 

In the event of a positive, the treatment counselor is required to contact the 

supervising Officer, Court and to convene a meeting of the treatment team to 

discuss sanctions to be applied. The treatment staff shall notify the supervising 

Officer, in writing, of all positive urinalysis results and admissions to drug usage 

within seventy-two (72) hours of knowledge thereof by the Contractor and shall 

notify the Drug Court at the offender's judicial review. 

 

vii. Consultation or referral arrangements will be made where psychiatric, medical 

or other social services are deemed appropriate. CRL shall refer all offenders 

assessed who require a treatment modality, other than Outpatient III Substance 

Abuse treatment services, to an appropriate Court treatment program. Exceptions 

to this requirement shall be considered on a case- by-case basis and shall be 

approved, in writing, by the Contract Manager. 

 

viii. Participation by clients in community self-help groups, such as NA or AA, 

will be encouraged. Attendance at these meetings shall not, however, constitute 

part of the requirement for substance abuse counseling. 

 

ix. Counseling groups will be no larger than 20 persons per group. 
 

 

CRL will provide Adult Drug Court with the following: 

 

i. Center for Rational Living will provide notification of client’s arrival for 

screening process inclusive of client’s acceptance or non-acceptance into 

treatment setting.  

 

ii. Center for Rational Living will provide notification of treatment start date to 

Drug Court. 

 

iii. Center for Rational will provide evaluation recommendations to the Drug 

Court. 

 

iv. Center for Rational Living will provide reports for judicial reviews no later 

than 48 hours prior to a regularly schedules judicial review hearing (including 

attendance, UDS results, treatment progress reports); Reports will be 

electronically submitted to the drug court via secure connections, which can 

include direct submission through the drug court's web-based drug court case 

management system. 

 

v. Center for Rational Living will provide immediate notification of termination, 

discharge or elopements. 
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vi. Center for Rational Living will provide immediate notification of violation of 

terms of treatment (i.e., failed drug screens, missed treatment appointments, etc.) 

 

vii. Center for Rational Living will provide immediate notification of 

hospitalization or significant disruption of treatment process 

 

viii. Center for Rational Living will provide discharge information will be 

supplied to the Court, and a copy will be forwarded to the Department of 

Corrections 

 

ix. Center for Rational Living will make court appearances as required by the 

court. 

 

x. Center for Rational Living will provide client-related data and status 

information in a manner and format as required by the Court.  

 

xi. Center for Rational Living will provide a weekly written report to Court on 

treatment availability status and size of wait lists. 

 

3.Approach (Best Practices, Models, Timeline): 

 

a. CRL currently has a Pinellas County OP2, OP3 and color code post-treatment drug 

programs and staff in place. If rewarded the upcoming contract, CRL will be able to 

adjust and continue current services to deliver services immediately.  

 

i. The current staff has an established working relationship with the Pinellas 

County Drug Court staff going back fourteen (14) years. CRL will 

continue to have open dialogue with the judge, lawyers, drug court 

manager and case managers. This communication takes place via email, 

phone and in person.  CRL will enter all UA results and court reports into 

the drug court database. While having daily interaction via email and 

phone. In person communication will occur during pre-court staffing, 

scheduled meetings and site visits.  

 

ii. CRL has worked closely with the Pinellas County Drug Court in many 

crisis situations since first working together in 2007. CRL has open 

communication with the drug court team and will alert them of any and all 

crisis situations. CRL has utilized the walk-in policy implemented by the 

court to staff and have the client seen by the judge immediately. If the 

situation is of immediate danger, CRL will call the proper agencies to 

ensure the safety of the individual and others.  

 

b. The Center for Rational Living has a successful twenty-five-year history of providing 

substance abuse treatment services to the criminal justice population. CRL utilizes 

Rational Emotive Behavior Therapy/Cognitive Behavior Therapy as the evidence-

based practice to assist clients in addressing substance abuse and criminal thinking. 
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The goal of the approach is to help clients recognize, change and cope with thoughts 

that lead to self-defeating behaviors. The structured approach is well received in both 

group and individual settings and can be done in brief treatment setting. 

 

Research has shown that cognitive-behavioral coping skill therapies lead to a 

significant decrease in rates of duration, frequency, and quantity of one's substance 

use. In addition, many evidence-based practices for reducing criminal thinking focus 

on the cognitive behavioral model. 

 

c. Clients will enter the OP2 or OP3 treatment level which will consist of group sessions 

as outlined in Section E, 2, b, ii and Section E, 2, b, iii. Prior to starting group 

sessions, each client will attend an assessment which will identify the individual 

needs of each client. This will be followed up with a treatment plan update within 

every 30days. Client’s treatment will be geared towards the needs presented by each 

individual. This individual approach can include topics discussed in group sessions 

and additional individual sessions when the groups are not meeting the needs of the 

client.  

 

d. CRL utilizes Rational Emotive Behavioral Therapy approach which research has 

shown cognitive-behavioral coping skill therapies lead to a significant decrease in 

rates of duration, frequency and quantity of one's substance use. The therapeutic 

model used along with random UA’s helps the client develop accountability, along 

with healthy living practices.  

 

e. CRL recognizes the fluid nature of individuals and agencies. Due to this, CRL is 

constantly evaluating current situations and adapting to meet the growing and 

changing needs of our clients and referring agencies. This is done by continuous 

communication with the drug court and department of corrections. Once an area of 

need is identified, CRL works with said entities to find ways to best meet the needs of 

our clients and referring agencies.  

 

f. CRL attends court sessions on a weekly basis. While in court, CRL staff often speaks 

with potential clients as to the nature of the program and what the client is hoping to 

achieve while in drug court. CRL reaches out to clients when appropriate to help 

assist in the clients success and build a healthy therapeutic relationship.  

 

g. CRL offers a post treatment color code UA system which the drug court utilizes for 

continued monitoring of drug court clients. Additionally, CRL is open to clients who 

complete the OP2 and OP3 programs contacting and engaging with CRL staff. CRL 

has the “alumni status” which allows a client to come and sit in their old group for no 

charge. CRL doesn’t want financials to be a barrier for an individual reaching out for 

help. Once the client reaches out, CRL will sit with the client and help construct a 

treatment plan for the individual. This can include but is not limited to attending 12 

step meetings, increasing support system or re-enrolling in a program.   
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h. With CRL having an established drug court OP2 and OP3 program, there are 

minimal, if any, barriers to implementing the contracted programs.  CRL will use 

communication with the drug court team to identify any barriers and to overcome 

them.  

 

i. CRL has demonstrated with its current and past contacts with the drug court a 

willingness to attend off sight court dates and meetings. CRL will continue to have a 

staff representative at judicial review court dates and any meetings with the court 

staff. 

 

j. CRL currently has two locations in Pinellas County that meet all of DCF 65D-30 

requirements for a substance abuse facility. These locations are fully licensed by DCF 

and are operating under all local and state laws. CRL has locations established in 

Clearwater and St Petersburg to allow accessibility to both the north and south 

populations of the county. Additionally, CRL’s locations are situated on major bus 

lines allowing accessibility for individuals without personal transportation.  

 

k. CRL will provide foreign language interpreters in order to effectively communicate 

with clients during delivery of service when needed.  

 

l. CRL is requesting a $7.00 per session co-pay additional the $40.00 per session 

contracted rate. This co-pay will be made known to all clients at time of orientation. 

CRL will be responsible for all collections of co-pays. All payments are recorded on 

the client’s daily sheet which will be provided to the court for billing purposes. 

Receipts will be provided to clients for payments made.  

 

m. CRL will provide drug court with weekly orientation calendar logs for each location. 

The log will include the clients name, treatment level, phone number and court ID 

number. CRL will update the court post orientation of which individuals attended or 

no showed. For the individuals who showed, CRL will provide a start date. This start 

date will be no more than fourteen (14) after the referred date.  

 

n. Qualifications of treatment staff are an important component of the Outpatient Level 

II & III Substance Abuse Treatment Program. All professional staff/agencies 

performing Outpatient Level II & III Substance Abuse Treatment services shall do so 

in accordance with all applicable local, state, and federal laws, rules, and regulations. 

The Contractor shall provide the Court a copy of the counselor's and supervisor’s 

resumes upon request. 

 

Acceptable Counselor Qualifications are as follows: 

(1) a master's degree from an accredited college or university in any of the social 

sciences and one (1) years of professional experience in chemical addiction 

counseling; or 

(2) a master's degree from an accredited college or university in any unrelated area of 

study and two (2) years of professional experience in chemical addiction 

counseling; or 
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(3) a Ph.D. from an accredited college or university in chemical addiction counseling; 

or 

(4) a Ph.D. from an accredited college or university in any unrelated area of study and 

one (1) year of professional experience in chemical addiction counseling; or 

(5) Certification as one of the following: Certified Addictions Professional (CAP), 

Certified Criminal Justice Addictions Professional (CCJAP), Certificate Associate 

Addictions Professional 1 or 2 (CAAP), Certified Criminal Justice Associate 

Addictions Professional 1 or 2 (CCJAAI)); or 

(6) CRL shall maintain job descriptions for all positions. 

 

CRL Staff Scheduling 

CRL shall provide staff to deliver the services described in this Contract. CRL 's staff 

shall be scheduled to work during the hours offenders are available, including 

morning, day and evening hours, so that services are convenient for the offenders as 

determined by the Contract Manager, or designee. 

 

CRL Staffing Levels 

CRL shall ensure the provision of sufficient staff and treatment space to provide the 

services listed at the approved site, based on appropriate funding, in order to ensure 

that there will be no waiting lists for assessments or treatment services. The 

Contractor shall comply with all counselor-to-client ratios established in applicable 

sections of Rule 65D-30, F.A.C. 

 

Staff Vacancies and Absences 

CRL shall have and utilize a written back-up plan and staff fill- in for assessment and 

treatment staff who may be absent from work (i.e., unexpected emergency, illness, or 

vacation) to ensure that treatment services to offenders (i.e., assessments, groups, and 

individual sessions) will not be canceled or rescheduled. CRL shall inform the 

contract Manager (or their designee), in writing, of all staffing emergencies, 

vacancies, changes, etc., within five (5) working days. Quality Assurance In 

accordance with Rule 65D-30.004(2), F.A.C., CRL shall have a quality 

assurance/quality management program which complies with the requirements 

established in Sections 397.4 19, Florida Statutes, and which ensures the use of a 

continuous quality improvement process. 

  

i. CRL will have no more than a 45 to 1 ration of client to 

clinician. This is the acceptable ratio outlined for group therapy 

in DCF’s 65D-30 

ii. Bradley Callahan, LCSW will be the clinical supervisor for the 

drug court OP2 and OP3 programs. He will supervise all 

program clinicians and be the point of contact the drug court 

manager. Additionally, Mr. Callahan will maintain a case load 

of drug court clients and attend the court judicial reviews.  

Currently on CRL staff, Ruth McLauchlin, CAP and Patrick 

Smith, MSW Registered Intern will be clinicians working with 
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the OP2 and OP3 clients. CRL will be looking to hire an 

additional clinician to fulfill the final opening. 

 

iii. CRL will be able to accept referrals day one of the contract and 

will be fully staffed within forty-five (45) days of contract 

award. 

 

o. CRL will track staff hours and time spent working on drug court contract on a weekly 

time sheet.  

 

p. In addition to paper files, CRL uses a secure computer program to track client’s bio 

data, treatment start and end dates, treatment level and last group attended. 

Additional, CRL is familiar with the drug court ETO data system for communicating 

UA results and court reports. All information is stored and shared in accordance with 

HIPAA Laws. 

 

q. CRL has a series of surveys the clients will take the beginning, middle and end of 

treatment to self-report their treatment experience and how one is progressing or 

regressing. CRL also monitors the clients progress with their monthly treatment plan 

updates and court judicial review. With the monthly monitoring CRL can adjust 

treatment to help meet the needs of the client. Completion of the program will require 

sustained absences for a minimum of 30 days. Once an individual completes the 

program successfully, CRL has the color code system in place the drug court can 

order for a client to have continued accountability.  
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