Young, Bernie C

From: Cher Tanner <mscher@tampabay.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 9:19 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: [BULK] Be heroes for health & keep our mask order in place

Importance: Low

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Commissioners,

It would be highly irresponsible on your part to remove the mask order at this time. A positivity rate of 4% is a certainly not
the number to think it's time to start letting down our guard. Especially since we know the amount of testing is in itself
insufficient. Bars are opening up @ 50% capacity, shortly thousands of citizens will be early voting and coming together on
election day without masks and we have an onslaught of tourist coming from all over our country carrying who knows
what! Good Grief!

Keep our county safe for all of the citizens. We've been advised on how to do that. Do you think you know more than Dr.
Fauci? Do you think DeSantis does? What about Donald Trump who has done EVERYTHING to allow this pandemic to flourish in
our nation? Instead of being responsible, his priority was to keep the stock market high in order to win his re-election; so, he
turned masks and social distancing, our only protective behaviors, into political fodder. And consequently, the United States of
America is the absolute worst case scenario of any developed (and undeveloped) nation in the world. And you want to stop
using the only protective behaviors we have available to us at this time?

Let the anti-maskers, anti-vaxxers & liberty demanding, locked and loaded whiners make all their noise. You need to be the
voices of reason, science and facts. Flu season is upon us and will exacerbate this already horrific situation. Nearly 200,000
Americans are dead because of our non-existent federal response which did not demand for all of us to wear masks and social
distance like the rest of the world has done!

Have the courage to stand up for the health and well-being of the citizens of your county. Don't blow your opportunity to be
heroes! And

for all you do ...

Take A Bow!

Sharyn Tanner

2009 Bay Blvd.

Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785

Remember the words of Margaret Mead: “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only
thing that ever has.”




Young, Bernie C

From: Tadlock, Martin <mtadlock@usf.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 11:57 AM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: [BULK] mask mandate

Importance: Low

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Commissioners,

As Regional Chancellor at the USF St. Petersburg campus, | highly encourage you to support keeping the
mask mandate in force in Pinellas County. We are experiencing very low positivity rates on this campus by
following the protocols that protect our students, faculty, staff and community members. Those protocols
include mandatory mask wearing in all of our facilities and even outside when unable to physically
distance. It's working.

If we relax any of those protocols, we risk becoming a 'hot spot' as you have seen happening in some
locations across the country. That will result in another shut down of this campus and closure of
businesses. The impact on our economy will be devastating and the impact on people's lives much worse
than is currently the case. We need to climb out of this pandemic together, and that means with ALL of us
working together.

Our USF Health leaders in the medical field, our public health leaders, and our scientist working on this
virus all support keeping mask wearing as required.

Please do not lift the restrictions.

Thank you.

Martin Tadlock
Regional Chancellor

USF St. Petersburg
727-313-6717 ©

140 7t Ave South, BAY 214
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

9/’ SOUTH FLORIDA | #ONEUSF
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Young, Bernie C

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Importance:

Jan Ritz <grasshopper1211@gmail.com>

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 10:15 PM

Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Long, Janet C; Peters, Kathleen; Seel, Karen; Welch, Kenneth;
Gerard, Pat

[BULK] Mask Ordinance Repeal

Low

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing you to urge you to keep the mask ordinance in place in Pinellas County until there is a vaccine. We are a
very densely populated county and our vulnerable populations need to be protected at the grocery store, pharmacy,
etc. We have already had enough deaths in our county....let’s not increase those numbers just as flu season is upon us.

Let’s listen to the scientists, not the whiners! Masks worn properly save lives! Please do not repeal the mask

ordinance!
Thank you!

Jan Ritz, Gulfport




Young, Bernie C

From: Darren Ginn <darrenginn@att.net>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 5:34 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: [BULK] Mask Ordinance

Importance: Low

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Commissioners,

It is of the utmost importance that people keep wearing their masks in all indoor establishments. Along with so many
concerned citizens in the community, we realize the political pressure which is coming from many other citizens who
think that mask wearing is an infringement of their rights.

We are all aware of the deep divides between people regarding this critical issue alone but logic, common sense,
rationale, science, concern for each other and unity must prevail in helping give everyone the best odds at not
spreading or contracting this current corona. With flu season bearing down on us, we need an ongoing mask
ordinance for extra protection.

Misinformation, here-say, blatant lies, propaganda, etcetera are tearing apart society while too many people play
Russian Roulette with this entire situation.

Please keep the mask ordinance until this current corona is well under control. This must not be about politics but
must be about public safety which you as commissioners are in part responsible for.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Darren Ginn



Young, Bernie C

From: Bradley M <bamuhs@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:30 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: [BULK] Please DO NOT repeal mask ordinance

Importance: Low

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,

I understand that you have been urged, and plan, to consider this Thursday proposals to repeal the mask ordinance
that was adopted to help stem the spread of COVID-19.

Please DO NOT repeal that ordinance. Instead, please follow the science that tells us this pandemic is nowhere near
over, and may be poised to become much worse in the coming months.

Among other things, the data suggesting or reflecting recent reductions in community transmittal rates reflects
reductions that must be attributed at least in part to the wearing of masks in public places in Pinellas County. If
nothing else, it would be unwise to repeal the mask ordinance right on the heels of reopenings underway in schools,
colleges and universities, not to mention the bar and restaurant reopenings also now underway in earnest.

It is beyond dispute that this is a reasonable measure to take to protect public health and safety under the
circumstances. Our numbers are just now beginning to reflect that we are getting a handle on community

spread. Repealing our county’s mask ordinance must be delayed until we see how things work out in the coming fall
and winter months.

Lives are literally at stake. Please make the right decision.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,

Bradley Muhs
Resident, Safety Harbor

E| Virus-free. www.avast.com




Young, Bernie C

From: Mark Peterson <mark@stellarnet.us>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:06 PM

To: Gerard, Pat; Long, Janet C; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Peters, Kathleen; Welch, Kenneth;
Seel, Karen

Subject: Continuation of Pinellas County Face Covering Ordinance

CAUTION:

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

> Dear Pinellas County Commissioners:

>

> | am aware that the Board of Commissioners may be considering whether
> the ordinance referenced above should be continued or should be

> abandoned. My understanding is that there is some sentiment and

> possibly pressure from citizens to discontinue the ordinance as they

> believe that the requirement to wear a mask indoors is an infringement
> on their rights. | implore you to continue the face-covering

> requirement, or even to increase the situations under which one must
> wear a face covering to be more comprehensive and protective.

>

> Science has proven that the COVID virus is spread through droplets

> that are airborne and that travel far greater distances than

> originally thought. Furthermore, wearing a mask greatly reduces the

> chance that a person infected will spread the virus. Since it has

> also been discovered that persons can be infected and contagious

> without even having symptomes, it is even more critical that everyone
> wear a mask to protect from becoming ill and to prevent the spread

> from asymptomatic carriers. Respected medical journals, such as the
> New England Journal of Medicine, are publishing scientific articles

> with significant data proving that wearing of masks greatly reduces

> transmission.

>

> As our children and teachers go back to school and our bars reopen,

> please do not allow the removal of face coverings be another piece of
> tinder on this fire.

>

> | implore you all to consider our community's need to continue the

> Ordinance that was so wisely adopted.

Sincerely,

Mark Peterson



Young, Bernie C

From: kathleen kelley <katkelley610@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:49 PM

To: Gerard, Pat; Long, Janet C; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Peters, Kathleen; Welch, Kenneth;
Seel, Karen

Subject: Continuation of Pinellas County Face Covering Ordinance

CAUTION:

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Pinellas County Commissioners:

| am aware that the Board of Commissioners may be considering whether the Pinellas County face covering ordinance should
be continued or abandoned. My understanding is that there is some sentiment and possibly pressure from citizens to
discontinue the ordinance, as they believe that the requirement to wear a mask indoors is an infringement on their rights. |
implore you to continue the face-covering requirement, or even to increase the situations under which one must wear a face
covering to be more comprehensive and protective.

Science has proven that the COVID virus is spread through droplets that are airborne and that travel far greater distances than
originally thought. Furthermore, wearing a mask greatly reduces the chance that a person infected will spread the virus. Since
it has also been discovered that persons can be infected and contagious without even having symptomes, it is even more critical
that everyone wear a mask to protect from becoming ill and to prevent the spread from asymptomatic carriers. Respected
medical journals, such as the New England Journal of Medicine, are publishing scientific articles with significant data proving
that wearing of masks greatly reduces transmission. As someone who works in the pharmaceutical industry in R&D, and who is
currently working on COVID treatments that are in clinical trials, | understand the importance of these measures. Any
preventable illness or death that might occur at my place of employment due to someone not wearing a mask in public could
mean someone taken away from the important work of getting these treatments and vaccines into the marketplace as quickly
as possible.

As our children and teachers go back to school and our bars reopen, please do not allow the removal of face coverings to be
another piece of tinder on this fire.

| implore you all to consider our community's need to continue the Ordinance that was so wisely adopted.
Regards,
Kathleen Kelley-Peterson

St. Petersburg



Young, Bernie C

From: Gina Gallo <ginamgallo@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:40 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Continue the mask ordinance

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Good Afternoon, Commissioners -

I am writing in support of continuing the mask ordinance in Pinellas County for the foreseeable future. In the
absence of state and national policy based on science and public health, we are relying on you to keep our citizens
safe and to keep Pinellas on the right track. Masks and social distancing save lives and enable us to reopen the
economy. Please continue this policy. There are far worse things than being inconvenienced by a mask.

Best,

Gina Gallo
419 Davison Ave NE
Saint Petersburg, FL 33703



Young, Bernie C

From: Trini Rivera <trinir642@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 11:53 AM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Coronavirus Mask Ordinance

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Commissioners-

I saw in the news that you will be considering repealing the mask ordinance in Pinellas County.

This is extremely concerning!

I have worked as an occupational therapist in home health for seven years in Pinellas County. As you well know, so
much of our older population is at risk due to the Coronavirus. Even some skilled nursing facilities and

assisted facilities had to be shut down. From personal experience so many of our seniors live alone and get very little

help from the outside world.

These circumstances put our entire Pinellas County population at risk! I personally am at risk with an autoimmune
disorder and my mother also has an ultra rare autoimmune disorder.

Knowing that everyone has to wear a mask makes me and my mom feel much safer when we have to go to the
grocery store or go shopping for essentials. If people are not made to wear masks, it will be mayhem and a guarantee
that the virus will again spike.

More people will surely die!

Please be conscionable. Please use your common sense.

Most people are already used to wearing the mask. It has become a habit to put in on before entering any
establishment. Going back will make us go back and have to start all over again.

Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely,

Trini Rivera
Pinellas Park



Young, Bernie C

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

CAUTION:

Nani Wells <nrowen@mac.com>

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 8:58 PM

Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

DO NOT repeal the face mask mandate!

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

County commissioners Please DO NOT repeal the mask mandates. The numbers are getting better but we just had a holiday
weekend, bars opening up, and flu season approaching. | ask that you consider this and not repeal the mask mandate. | feel if
you do cases will go up again. The mask mandate is helping and will continue to help especially with the approaching flu

season.

Thank you,

Nani Wells

St. Pete resident

Sent from my iPad



Young, Bernie C

From: Nicole Huau <nicnole@att.net>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:28 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Do NOT repeal the mask mandate

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear County Commissioners,

| am writing you today to ensure that the mask mandate stays in place. Pinellas Co has done a great job
(compared to other counties of the same demographics/population size) keeping COVID-19 infection rates
low week after week. We are by no means out of the woods and it is concerning that schools have just
started, bars are now opening up and flu season is around the corner. Now is not the time to let our guard
down and face a resurgence and possible shut-down.

My aunt died on July 17, 2020 from COVID-19. She was only 69, in a nursing home. | had not seen her
since February and my last time speaking with her and seeing her was in the hospital on a Facetime call.
And then | hung up and waited for the nurse to call me back and confirm she had passed away. No one in
our family could be with her and it haunts me to this day. Please, | implore you, keep our community safe
so that we can continue to enjoy what we have access to currently. It would be detrimental to go
backwards at this point. Once you remove the mask mandate it will be nearly impossible to put it back into
place... Please keep us safe!

Thank you for your consideration.
Concerned St. Petersburg resident,

Nicole Huau
813.215.3754



Young, Bernie C

From: Connie Bailey <cabailey7@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 8:47 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Face Masks

CAUTION:

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

PLEASE Commissioners do not rescind the mask laws in Pinellas County. It will contribute to more people getting sick and more
people passing Covid to others. This is about everyone’s health backed by SCIENCE!!

Connie Bailey

Largo, Florida

Sent from my iPhone



Young, Bernie C

From: Mamutaj, Amy <amamutaj@usf.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 9:19 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Keep the Mask Mandate in Pinellas County

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom it may concern,

The Pinellas County Commissioners are meeting this Thursday, September 17, 2020 to discuss lifting the mask
mandate that requires masks to be worn in public places. The Commission has been inundated over the past several
weeks with well-organized and vocal anti-mask advocates emailing and calling in to public meetings, demanding the
ordinance be repealed.

It is critical that Pinellas County Commissioners also hear voices reflecting sound science and a concern for public
health and safety. Instructions for commenting on keeping the mask mandate at this Thursday’s Board of County
Commissioners meeting are below.

Dr. Angus Jameson, the medical director for Pinellas County Emergency Medical Services, described the COVID-19 as
an unpredictable new disease that medical experts are still studying. Although disease rates are lower than they
were at the peak of the pandemic, the epidemic is far from over. Consider the following:

1. Thedrop in local disease and death rates are because we are wearing masks; wherever there are no masks
(North Dakota/South Dakota, for example) the highest increases have been observed.

2. If we stop wearing masks the risk of increased disease and death will rise again, as we have seen in other
parts of the world, requiring repeated shut downs.

3. We have just begun to re-open and re-enter bars— we risk inviting the virus to spread more freely by
encouraging more interaction without masks.

4. Hillsborough County continues with a mask ordinance. In a regional economy with many people commuting
between counties we need consistent mask mandates. Committing to stopping this deadly virus is the surest
path to full economic recovery.

5. We are a tourist economy — people will be coming here from all over the country and world. Adherence to
the mask mandate will reduce the likelihood of disease transmission brought from areas experiencing a
resurgence of cases.

6. The highest infection and mortality rates are among people of color, the elderly and essential service
workers. These disproportionately harmed groups need us to wear masks to protect their health and their
lives.

7. Wearing a mask is inconvenient, but they are the best way to stop this disease and get our economy working
again. There are many precedents for rules that protect public health, such as anti-smoking laws. Mask
ordinances a life-saving policy tool.

| urge you to not lift the mask mandate, in doing so you will inadvertently harm and potentially end hundreds, if not
thousands of lives. Please think of the larger picture and long-term future instead of the uncomfortable, short-term,
present day. It is now more than ever that we need to embrace our compassion for one another and show mutual
respect by wearing a mask, no matter how inconvenient it may seem. In doing so, you are showing that you care for
the lives around you and your community. We need to protect our community and demonstrate that they matter.
By lifting the mask mandate, you are giving a death sentence to your community and their loved ones. Don't be the
reason that people must leave their loved ones to die alone in a hospital. Don't be the one to contribute to the
increasing infection and death rate. Don't life the mask mandate and DO better.

1



Stay safe and thank you,
Amy Mamutaj



Young, Bernie C

From: Susan Schneck <susan.k.schneck@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:13 PM

To: Gerard, Pat; Seel, Karen

Subject: Keep the Mask Mandate

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Commissioners Gerard and Seel,

As a concerned county citizen I ask you to please keep the mask mandate in place. I've been so proud of the safety
steps Pinellas County has enacted during this time even when our state's leadership has downplayed the priorities of
wellness for all. Please continue doing what you know is right. We have made progress, but until we have zero cases,
we are not finished with the need to take protective measures!

In addition to the logic that it's just the right thing to do if we really care about the well-being of everyone, we have
promised potential visitors that it's our way of life in the just launched Visit St. Pete Clearwater tourism campaign,
Spread Out. Mask Up. In words and illustrations, it promises that people are wearing masks as well as taking other
precautions to help people feel safe about vacationing here: https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/info/st-
peteclearwater-travel-awareness

Certainly a lot of effort, planning, and expense has gone into this campaign that was designed to be used for a
significant time period to bring higher levels of tourism, and income, to our county once again. Imagine people
deciding to vacation here based on these promises only to arrive and find that masks are now optional in all the places
they plan to visit.

I'm fearful what lifting the mask rule will do in our schools. A good number of parents objected to their students
having to wear masks at school, and this would just fuel those objections all over again. Having a husband who
teaches, I've heard first hand of the many difficulties teachers are dealing with in an already intensely stressful
situation. I can't imagine what this would do to encourage that many more to leave their positions as they see yet
another way in which they aren't being valued.

Once the rule is gone, should numbers rise again, it will be near impossible to reinstitute the mandate. Though this is
not something we want to see happen, we can't be confident that it won't. Why go there, risking a relapse? There are
many rules that keep societal order that may be "inconvenient" to many of us, yet of course we would not think of
breaking them as the safety of our community would be negatively impacted. I just don't see how wearing a mask is
any different.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Schneck

433 20th Street SW
Largo, FL 33770
727-422-7600



Young, Bernie C

From: Jaime King <ddtking2002@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:51 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen
Subject: KEEP THE MASKS!!!

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

I am a middle school teacher in the highest risk category. Please don't kill me! Keep the mask mandate in place so
those at risk can be safe, PLEASE!

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android




Young, Bernie C

From: Sharon Winters <swinters@tampabay.rr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 3:40 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Keep the Pinellas Co. Mask Ordinance

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

I urge the Commission to keep the countywide mask mandate in place. There are a number of reasons why I support

this:

The drop in local disease and death rates are because we are wearing masks; where people are not wearing
masks, the highest increases have been observed.

If we stop wearing masks the risk of increased disease and death will rise again, as we have seen in other parts
of the world, requiring repeated shut downs.

We have just begun to re-open and re-enter bars— we risk inviting the virus to spread more freely by
encouraging more interaction without masks.

Hillsborough County continues with a mask ordinance. In a regional economy with many people commuting
between counties we need consistent mask mandates. Committing to stopping this deadly virus is the surest
path to full economic recovery.

We are a tourist economy — people will be coming here from all over the country and world. Adherence to the
mask mandate will reduce the likelihood of disease transmission brought from areas experiencing a resurgence
of cases.

The highest infection and mortality rates are among people of color, the elderly and essential service workers.
These disproportionately harmed groups need us to wear masks to protect their health and their lives.

Wearing a mask is the best way to stop this disease and get our economy working again. There are many
precedents for rules that protect public health, such as anti-smoking laws. Mask ordinances a life-saving
policy tool. j

Thank you for consideration and your service to the County,
Sharon Winters
806 18th Ave. NE

St. Petersburg




Young, Bernie C

From: Pop Goes the Waffle <hello@popgoesthewaffle.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 8:43 PM

To: Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch, Kenneth
Subject: Keep the Pinellas County Mask Mandate

CAUTION:

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Good evening,

| heard what | hope is a vicious rumor - the the commission is considering removing the mask mandate on the midst of this
pandemic. Please continue to make choices that protect the citizens of this county based on CDC/WHO John’s Hopkins and
other MEDICAL/SCIENTIFIC guidelines. Not based on pressure from local residents who think their life experience makes them

the best judge of how our elected officials handle this pandemic.

We are not out of danger and it is your responsibility to do what is in the best interest for the SAFETY of the residents of
Pinellas County.

Please keep the mask mandate in place!
Sara Fludd
Pinellas County Resident

Owner, Pop Goes the Waffle

Sent from my iPhone



Young, Bernie C

From: Carol Levinsky <levinsky.carol@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:13 PM

To: Peters, Kathleen

Subject: Mask Mandate

- This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

To the County Commissioners:

My name is Carol Levinsky and I live in Pinellas County in Palm Harbor. I am writing with regard to the county's
consideration of rescinding the mask mandate on either October 1 or 6. I would attend the meeting except for the fact
that [ am a senior citizen and [ am immunocompromised as is my husband. We have been following the guidelines
set out by our scientists and Dr. Fauci, wearing a mask, hand washing and socially distancing. We have only begun to
venture out to the grocery store and feel safe enough because everyone is wearing a mandated mask.

I understand that you are considering rescinding the mask order because the positivity rate is down. Masks etc are
exactly why the rates are down. It would be illogical to rescind the mandate as masks are helping us reach our goals
of flattening the curve. Rescinding the mask mandate does not mean the virus has gone away and will stay away.

If you rescind the mandate, my friends and I will never feel comfortable or safe going out and spending money. This
economic recovery for businesses is dependent on people like me and others who want to support local businesses but
aren't willing to sacrifice their health in doing so.

The end date of the mask mandate should be dependent not on an arbitrary date but when the science dictates it is safe
to do so. I would also encourage you to demand that accurate data about COVID cases and deaths are accessible from
the state. There is a lack of trust in this administration as to the true data that is out there.

The argument that mask wearing is an infringement of a person's civil liberties is unfounded. As citizens of this
country, we do what is necessary for the greater good especially during this worldwide pandemic. Wearing a mask
should not be a partisan thing, it should be a human thing...compassion for your fellow Americans. Mask wearing can
do no harm but can only do a world of good for those who are compromised.

I have been in my home since March. As with many people, I miss my family and my friends. As a senior, I don't
have infinite years to enjoy my retirement, to travel and to embrace my grandsons and children. I am willing to
sacrifice a year to hopefully have many years to do those things that I hold dear. I am asking you to stay the course
and support the science so all of us, young and old, can live our best lives.

Thank you for your consideration. I am counting on it!

Sincerely,

Carol Levinsky

levinsky.carol@gmail.com

508-944-3541




Young, Bernie C

From: Hillary Van Dyke <vandykehillary@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:06 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Mask Mandate

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Please do not repeal the mask mandate. It is a big part of the reason why Pinellas has kept its numbers in check.

Consider this: if you repeal the mandate, you’ll be putting our teachers in harm’s way as it will lead to the mask
mandates at schools to be repealed.

People can handle discomfort for the sake of public health.

Hillary Van Dyke

"Words are, in my not-so humble opinion, our most inexhaustible source of magic." -Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows



Young, Bernie C

From: Vanessa Cunto <vanessa.c.designs@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:19 PM

To: Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch, Kenneth
Subject: Mask Mandate Vote

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen after reading that the county is looking to get rid of the mask mandate that
has been in place. I am very worried that getting rid of the mask mandate will allow for the numbers to surge. We are
the most densely populated city in Florida, and we have been able to keep under the 5% positivity rate precisely for
the reason of putting mitigation protocols in place, like masks. I know people are tired of them, but this is a public
health issue. If we don't have masks to slow the spread, what will protect us?

St Pete Resident,

Vanessa Cunto



Young, Bernie C

From: Cynthia Raskin <cynraskin@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 11:19 AM

To: Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch, Kenneth
Subject: Mask Mandate

CAUTION:

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

| am writing to plead that it is mandated to wear masks as much as possible. | have two cousins who contracted the virus early.
Both contracted it through droplets, and both were very sick. My daughter’s best friend has been sick for four months with
difficult symptoms, including lesions. | know five additional people who battled Coronavirus, and luckily survived. Their doctors
have pleaded that if the victims and perpetrators wore masks, tens of thousands would have been saved from the disease. If
you are unclear about the disease, go to a hospital and see it up close. You wouldn’t wish this on yourself or family members.



Young, Bernie C

From: Tracy Mills <tracylmills3@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 10:18 AM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Mask ordinance

CAUTION:

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Pinellas County Commissioner's,

First of all Thank you for all you do for our Beautiful County.

| am writing you to beg you to vote FOR the mask ordinance to remain in place. | am a single Hairstylist. No other income
coming into my home. | was off a total of 14 weeks due to the Pandemic. And now can only work part time to limit the amount
of people in our Salon. Point being, | cannot take anymore time off.. It is IMPOSSIBLE to safely distance from our clients while
doing hair! Quite honestly, | do not feel very safe with the masks. | can’t imagine working without them! | care for my Mother
who has Congestive heart failure and my Grandson who was born 11 weeks early spending 2 1/2 Months in the NICU.

Please consider the Professions that are in danger everyday while making your decision.

Masks are working! We have proven that, with our County’s drop in numbers. | understand it is not pleasant,believe me! |
struggle everyday! Sometimes | have it on 10 hours a day! It is what we need to do for our community and loved ones..

Thank you,
Tracy Mills

Sent from my iPad



Young, Bernie C

From: P Lytle <sunnidaze2013@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 7:33 AM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Mask ordinance

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

[ am a 73-year old Pinellas resident who has self-quarantined, worn a mask and ignored the urge to shop and eat in
restaurants, for both myself and my neighbors.

The fact that science says Covid and the annual flu will both intersect this Fall and create even more sickness and
death certainly appears to be a good reason to continue the current mask ordinance.

Follow the science, which has seen a drop in Covid since the mandatory mask wearing has gone into effect, and
continue the good job that Pinellas County has done in the fight against this scourge.

I don't want to put my life in the hands of the people whining about wearing a mask - those who are selfish and only
care about their comfort rather than the well-being of their family, friends and neighbors.

Please stand strong and keep the mask ordinance in place for the good of ALL Pinellas County residents

Thank you.
Pati Lytle
Gulfport, FI.

Compassion is the radicalism of our time. Dalai Lama



Young, Bernie C

From: STEPHANIE BLACKMAN <sbarrese@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 7:57 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Masks are needed!

CAUTION:

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

County commissioners,
Now is not the time to rid the mask mandates. Our county numbers are improving because we are following guidelines. Please

do not make a mistake that will send us back to where we were.

Stephanie Blackman
Concerned Pinellas County Citizen

Sent from my iPhone



Young, Bernie C

From: Marlene Hooten <marlene@luckysewandsew.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 10:50 PM

To: Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Long, Janet C; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch, Kenneth;
Gerard, Pat

Subject: Masks are the least we can ask people to do... Please

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

| wanted to thank all of you for all the work you are doing on behalf of all Pinellas County residents.

We will all be happy to see 2020 in the rear view mirror. | listened to part of the County commission meeting last week where
a small number of people were advocating that you eliminate the mask ordinance. | would strongly advise against doing

that. Please don’t be baited into setting a date or setting some criteria that would be the bar for lifting this mandate. The
reason | say that is someone in my family works in one of those “Essential” businesses that stayed open to provide for the
things that other people must have. In the beginning it took a while for these companies to implement cleaning, social
distancing and mask requirements. National companies like Home Depot, Publix, Lowes, Target and many others now require
all their employees to wear masks for 8, 10 or 12 hours while they work. These policy changes were put in place corporate
wide in all states to protect their most important resources their employees and their health. In addition Doctors, Nurses,
hospital staff and EMTs and others continue to serve all people unselfishly wearing masks every shift they work. There are
literally thousands and thousands of Pinellas county residents that are going to work in these “Essential” businesses every
day. Wearing masks for these “Essential” workers will still be required by their employers even if you lift your mandate. What
that will lead to is a bunch of inconsiderate, selfish people roaming the stores and getting into employees faces while they
refuse to social distance or wear a mask. This was what was going on in the very beginning because it was made into a political
issue by Donald Trump and still is — so sad. To say that wearing a mask is forcing someone to wear a “medical” device is just
Nonsense — how selfish! Facebook Drama queens!

| think it has been proven over and over and over that the only things that are providing any defense to getting and/or
spreading the virus is to practice social distancing, wash hands and wear a mask when you are near other people in

public. Most people now are being compliant when in stores and | do believe that is why our numbers are going down. But
the Virus is not gone.

Also please remember our kids and grandkids have mostly not been in school since March. Now they have only been back in
school for a while so that experiment is just starting. So would kids not need to wear masks in school? Florida now has
decided that it is a good time to re-open bars and the normal annual Flu season is coming soon. We all know that there are
many inconsiderate people out there that will do whatever they want to do because they only think of themselves. One fact
that you may think about is the pandemic of 1918 called the Spanish Flu killed 675,000 Americans and we are on track to hit
400,000 dead Americans by the end of this year with Covid19. One would think we could have done better than this over a
hundred years later. My friend in London, England sent me an email asking “What is wrong with America?”

My ask of you is to keep the mask ordinance in place at least through the end of the year so people can have some
certainty. Maybe just maybe we can get our numbers down around one percent like New York — where they still have a mask
mandate in place or maybe not Flori-DUH!

Marlene Hooten

Clearwater, Florida




Young, Bernie C

From: Gayla Larson <nbslarson@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:36 PM
To: Gayla Larson

Subject: Pinellas Should Stay Masked Up

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

You and the Commission are meeting this Thursday, September 17, 2020 to discuss lifting the mask mandate that
requires masks to be worn in public places. I know you have been inundated over the past several weeks with well-
organized and vocal anti-mask advocates emailing and calling in to public meetings, demanding the ordinance be
repealed.

It is critical that our Commissioners also hear voices reflecting sound science and a concern for public health and
safety. Instructions for commenting on keeping the mask mandate at this Thursday’s Board of County Commissioners
meeting are below.

Dr. Angus Jameson, the medical director for Pinellas County Emergency Medical Services, described the COVID-19
as an unpredictable new disease that medical experts are still studying. Although disease rates are lower than they
were at the peak of the pandemic, the epidemic is far from over. Consider the following:

1. The drop in local disease and death rates are because we are wearing masks; wherever there are no masks
(North Dakota/South Dakota, for example) the highest increases have been observed.

2. If we stop wearing masks the risk of increased disease and death will rise again, as we have seen in other parts
of the world, requiring repeated shut downs.

3. We have just begun to re-open and re-enter bars— we risk inviting the virus to spread more freely by
encouraging more interaction without masks.

4. Hillsborough County continues with a mask ordinance. In a regional economy with many people commuting
between counties we need consistent mask mandates. Committing to stopping this deadly virus is the surest
path to full economic recovery.

5. We are a tourist economy — people will be coming here from all over the country and world. Adherence to the
mask mandate will reduce the likelihood of disease transmission brought from areas experiencing a resurgence
of cases.

6. The highest infection and mortality rates are among people of color, the elderly and essential service workers.
These disproportionately harmed groups need us to wear masks to protect their health and their lives.

7. Wearing a mask is inconvenient, but they are the best way to stop this disease and get our economy working
again. There are many precedents for rules that protect public health, such as anti-smoking laws. Mask
ordinances a life-saving policy tool.

Please vote to continue the mask mandate for public places. Thank you.

Gayla Larson




Young, Bernie C

From: Beth A. Cronin <BCronin@trenam.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:06 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Cc: Beth A. Cronin

Subject: Please DO NOT repeal mask ordinance

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

This is the only email address | ever use, so please understand my comments are offered in my capacity as an individual citizen
of Pinellas County, and not on behalf of my law firm.

| understand that you have been urged, and plan, to consider this Thursday proposals to repeal the mask ordinance that was
adopted to help stem the spread of COVID-19.

Please DO NOT repeal that ordinance. Instead, please follow the science that tells us this pandemic is nowhere near over, and
may be poised to become much worse in the coming months.

Among other things, the data suggesting or reflecting recent reductions in community transmittal rates reflects reductions that
must be attributed at least in part to the wearing of masks in public places in Pinellas County. If nothing else, it would be
unwise to repeal the mask ordinance right on the heels of reopenings underway in schools, colleges and universities, not to
mention the bar and restaurant reopenings also now underway in earnest.

It is beyond dispute that this is a reasonable measure to take to protect public health and safety under the circumstances. Our
numbers are just now beginning to reflect that we are getting a handle on community spread. Repealing our county’s mask
ordinance must be delayed until we see how things work out in the coming fall and winter months.

Thank you for your consideration.

"TRENAM 50  BETHA. CRONIN | ATTORNEY

Dir: 727-824-6149 | Fax: 727-824-6118 | email | vcard | bio

200 Central Avenue, Suite 1600, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Main: 727-896-7171 | www.trenam.com

Please visit our website for the latest in COVID-19 Legal Updates.

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail transmission, and any documents, files or previous e-mail messages attached to it may contain confidential information that is legally
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of any of the information contained in or attached to this transmission is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify us by reply e-mail, or by telephone at the direct dial number above and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving in
any manner. Thank you.



Young, Bernie C

From: sarah davis <sarah.g.davis@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 5:04 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Please do not repeal the mask ordinance

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,

My name is Sarah Davis and I have been a resident of Pinellas County for most of my life. I am proud to be from
here, and I have chosen to live here as an adult because I love the area and the community dearly. I am writing to you
today to ask you to please not repeal the mask ordinance. Pinellas has been a leader in terms of keeping COVID-19
infection rates relatively low, and removing the mask ordinance would put that success at risk.

I have health conditions that qualify me as high risk for COVID-19. My parents, both Pinellas residents for 30+ years,
are both old enough that they are also high risk. I rest easier knowing that we are safer in Pinellas county than we
would be in other parts of Florida, due in no small part to your leadership. Please do the right thing and continue the
ordinance. The lives of your constituents are on the line, and this is an easy and powerful way to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Sarah Davis




Young, Bernie C

From: Stephany Muhs <slavin.stephany@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:55 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Please DO NOT repeal the mask ordinance

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,

| hope you are well. | understand that you have been urged, and plan, to consider this Thursday proposals to repeal the mask
ordinance that was adopted to help stem the spread of COVID-19.

Please DO NOT repeal that ordinance. Instead, please follow the science that tells us this pandemic is nowhere near over, and may be
poised to become much worse in the coming months.

Among other things, the data suggesting or reflecting recent reductions in community transmittal rates reflects reductions that must be
attributed at least in part to the wearing of masks in public places in Pinellas County. If nothing else, it would be unwise to repeal the
mask ordinance right on the heels of reopenings underway in schools, colleges and universities, not to mention the bar and restaurant
reopenings also now underway in earnest.

It is beyond dispute that this is a reasonable measure to take to protect public health and safety under the circumstances. Our
numbers are just now beginning to reflect that we are getting a handle on community spread. Repealing our county’s mask ordinance
must be delayed until we see how things work out in the coming fall and winter months.

As a Teacher, | am also concerned how this will confuse our students that are required to wear masks at school. It may be
inconvenient, but lives are literally at stake. Please make the right decision.

Thank you for your time & consideration.
Sincerely,

Stephany Muhs
Safety Harbor Resident



Young, Bernie C

From: Susana Darwin <susanadarwin@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:02 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Please do not rescind the mask mandate.

CAUTION:

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Esteemed Commissioners,

It's too soon to rescind the mask mandate.

We don’t have enough data from schools starting up at all levels to make this call.

When the numbers go back up, it’ll be on you. If the continue to go down because we keep wearing masks, it’ll be on all of us.
Hold firm.

Thank you,

Susana Darwin
St. Petersburg



Young, Bernie C

From: Swarna Mohan <swarnamohan@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:32 PM

To: Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Subject: Regarding the Mask Mandate

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you
are expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Pinellas County Commissioners,
I am writing to you regarding the upcoming discussion on the Mask Mandate.

This pandemic has left us with very few tools to protect ourselves and those around us. We
are being asked to do simple things like wear a mask, practise social distancing, and avoid
large crowds. In the large scheme of things, when it literally could make the difference
between life and death, I don't think it is a tremendous amount to ask of ourselves. I say
ourselves, because this is a national issue - it is not a partisan issue. The pandemic doesn't
pick and choose between Democrats and Republicans. We are all in this together and we are
all facing one common enemy - COVID-19.

Dr. Angus Jameson, the medical director for Pinellas County Emergency Medical Services, described COVID-19 as
an unpredictable new disease that medical experts are still studying. Consider the following:

1. Locations where mask wearing is not mandatory have seen the highest increases in cases.

2. Our neighboring county, Hlllsborough County, continues with its mask ordinance. Because our regional
economies are so closely intertwined, it makes sense for adjacent counties to have the same policies. Think
back on how NY, NJ, and CT all acted in concert for the same reason. Look at their numbers now.

3. People come to visit our world class beaches from all over the world. We depend on tourism and we want
people to come. Adhering to the mask mandate will reduce the likelihood of disease transmission by people
arriving from areas where there is a resurgence of cases.

4. One thing that has been documented is that the elderly, people of color, and essential workers, are all being
disproportionately affected by the pandemic. We owe it to them to weak masks to protect their health.

To conclude, yes wearing a mask is an inconvenience. But it is one of the few tools that we have to protect ourselves
from this deadly disease. Let us not politicise a simple measure that could help protect all of us. Keep the Mask
Mandate in place. It is saving lives. Look at the numbers.

Sincerely,

Swarna Mohan

1582 Guld Blvd.
Clearwater, FL 33767



Young, Bernie C

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

CAUTION:

Dan Alpert <dialpert@gmail.com>

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:23 PM

Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Dan Alpert

Support Indoor Mask Mandate

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Please vote to keep the current mask mandate in effect for Pinellas county. It’s working but we are NOT out of the woods yet.
With more people venturing out to visit loved ones in nursing facilities, as well as kids in school, people going to
restaurants/bars and shopping, we cannot let down our guard. Hopefully your decision is led by science and we can get to a
day after day decline in cases for atleast 14 days before changes are made, along with improved access to testing, contact
tracing and eventually a vaccine.

Thank you,

Dan Alpert
9872 Oaks Lane
Seminole, FL 33772
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

CAUTION:

Dan Alpert <dialpert@gmail.com>

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 2:23 PM

Long, Janet C; Gerard, Pat; Justice, Charlie; Eggers, Dave; Seel, Karen; Peters, Kathleen; Welch,
Kenneth

Dan Alpert

Support Indoor Mask Mandate

This message has originated from Outside of the Organization. Do Not Click on links or open attachments unless you are
expecting the correspondence from the sender and know the content is safe.

Please vote to keep the current mask mandate in effect for Pinellas county. It’s working but we are NOT out of the woods yet.
With more people venturing out to visit loved ones in nursing facilities, as well as kids in school, people going to
restaurants/bars and shopping, we cannot let down our guard. Hopefully your decision is led by science and we can get to a
day after day decline in cases for atleast 14 days before changes are made, along with improved access to testing, contact
tracing and eventually a vaccine.

Thank you,

Dan Alpert
9872 Oaks Lane
Seminole, FL 33772



