
 
Honorary and Philanthropic Naming Rights Policy – Philippe Park  
 
 
Summary – For many years, Mr. Louis Claudio has addressed the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 
and the Parks Advisory Board (PAB) appealing for renaming of Philippe Park to recognize the Tocobaga 
Indigenous People who occupied much of Pinellas County prior to European settlement, including their 
capital city being where Philippe Park is today.    
 

• Previous actions on Mr. Claudio’s request to rename Philippe Park: 
 

o October 2015 – Parks Advisory Board, by motion, recommended the BCC consider “a name 
change be made from Philippe Park to Philippe-Tocobaga Park.” 

o October 2016 – Parks Advisory Board, by motion, renewed previous approval of 
recommending a name change to Philippe¬-Tocobaga Park. 

o January 2017 – Parks Advisory Board was briefed on the Honorary Naming Rights Policy and 
advised the BCC will decide whether to move forward with the requested renaming process. 

▪ See attached PAB Minutes  
o Park Sign Updated – In 2017, the County added “Historic Site of the Tocobaga Capital City,” 

to the Philippe Park entrance sign as a compromise action. 
▪ See attached January 22, 2017 memorandum from Parks Director with picture of 

the modified sign. 
 
Conclusions – Parks are only one category of properties/facilities covered by the naming policy. 

 

• The current policy does not clearly anticipate a process for renaming existing properties or the 
criteria by which decisions would be made to change names on parks, buildings, bridge, facilities. 

• Removing names and renaming parks/facilities, etc.  will open precedent setting considerations.  i.e., 
We have also people wanting to change name of Ft. DeSoto Park. 
 
 

Attachments 
 

• Park Advisory Board Minutes – April 2015 through April 2017 Re: Philippe Park Renaming 

• January 22, 2017 Parks Director Memorandum to County Administration 
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