
 

 

July 2, 2021  
 
Josie Benwell, M.S., ENV SP  
Project Coordinator  
Pinellas County Public Works  
22211 US Hwy 19 N.  
Clearwater, Florida 33765  
 
Subject: Letter Agreement Terminating Agreement No. 19CF0001790  

Roosevelt Creek Channel 5 Improvements (W214)  
 
Dear Ms. Benwell:  
 
The Southwest Florida Water Management District (District) is in receipt of the enclosed 
correspondence from Pinellas County (Cooperator) requesting termination of the above-
referenced Cooperative Funding Agreement (Agreement). This letter agreement constitutes 
the parties’ mutual consent to terminate the Agreement, effective upon the date of the 
Cooperator’s countersignature hereof. The parties agree the District has no obligation to 
reimburse the Cooperator for any expenditures made by the Cooperator under the 
Agreement.  

 
Please have a signatory with authority to terminate the Agreement, sign and date the original 
letter agreements and return one fully executed agreement to Brian Bickhardt, Procurement 
Specialist, Southwest Florida Water Management District, 2379 Broad Street, Brooksville, 
Florida 34604-6899 or email to Brian.Bickhardt@watermatters.org. If you have any 
questions, please contact Brian Bickhardt at (352) 796-2711, extension 4135.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Amanda Rice, P.E.  
Assistant Executive Director  
 
Enc.: Cooperator’s Correspondence  
 
cc: Jennette Seachrist, Director, Resource Management  

Eric DeHaven, Assistant Director, Resource Management  
Randy Smith, Natural Systems & Restoration Bureau Chief  
Nancy Norton, Contract Manager  
Karen Frazier, Accounts Payable Lead  

 
PINELLAS COUNTY  
 
By:       _________________________________________ 
                                                                                   Date 
Name:  _________________________________________ 
          
Title:     _________________________________________ 
             Authorized Signatory 
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Nancy Norton, P.E. 

Senior Professional Engineer, SWIM Program 

Southwest Florida Water Management District 

2379 Broad Street 

Brooksville, FL  34604 

 

Subject:  Roosevelt Creek Channel 5 Improvements (W214) Cooperative Funding Agreement 

19CF0001790; Notice of Intent to Effect Termination 

 

Dear Ms. Norton: 

 

Please accept this letter as written notice of intent to effect termination for the subject Cooperative 

Funding Agreement (CFA) (the “Subject CFA”) concerning modifications to Roosevelt Creek Chanel 5 

(the “Project”). 

 

Pinellas County (the “County”) breached the Subject CFA by failing to award a contract for Project 

construction by April 30, 2019.  See Agreement Exhibit A, Page 3.  Accordingly, per Section 11 

(“Default”) of the Subject CFA, the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) may 

terminate the Subject CFA by delivering a written “Notice of Termination” to me (Josie Benwell) at 14 

South Fort Harrison Avenue, 4th Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756.  The County has no intent to cure its breach 

of the Subject CFA within the thirty days afforded by Section 11 of the Subject CFA. 

 

Although the County solicited bids for the Project, only two qualifying bids were submitted, with the low 

bid exceeding the Project engineer’s estimate by 86%.  The County rejected these two bids and plans to 

rebid the Project following minor modifications to the plans, specifications, and engineer’s estimate.  The 

County is hopeful that these modifications – as well as provisions for a temporary dewatering area – result 

in a successful bid.  For your reference, internal County documents reflecting bid rejection and bid 

tabulation are attached.   

 

The County is aware that a new CFA will be required prior to rebidding the Project.  To that end, the 

County intends to resubmit the Project for cost sharing through the FY22 Cooperative Funding Initiative. 

The County is appreciative of the opportunity to partner with SWFWMD on this Project and apologizes 

for any inconvenience that termination of the Subject CFA may cause.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Josie Benwell 

Project Coordinator 

Public Works 

Stormwater and Vegetation Division 

 

Attachments:  Rejection of Bid Memo, Bid Tabulation 
 

cc: Rhonda Bowman 

 Susan Goebel-Canning 

 Jim Bernard 
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