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Nguyen, Julie

From: Andrew Dietsch <andrewjdietsch@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 6, 2025 9:13 AM
To: Eggers, Dave
Subject: 2271 Keystone Road Tarpon Springs - Proposed Institutional Rezoning

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 

This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender  

You have not previously corresponded with this sender.  
    Report Suspicious    

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing as a long-time resident of Keystone Road and Tarpon Springs to strongly oppose the proposed rezoning of 
2271 Keystone Road. This area is already under tremendous pressure from traffic congestion, and adding a third private 
school along this short stretch will significantly worsen the situation. 

Keystone Road was never designed to handle the level of daily traffic that now passes through it. During school hours, 
congestion becomes dangerous and unpredictable, with long backups, speeding, and frequent near-misses involving 
pedestrians and cyclists. Adding another high-traffic use such as a private school will put both residents and commuters 
at greater risk. 

The pattern of mixing commercial developments into residential areas has already diminished the quality of life for 
those of us who live here. The constant increase in noise, traffic, and activity has made what was once a quiet and 
family-friendly community far more stressful and less safe. I live off Westgate Road, where a commercial building is also 
being proposed at the end of our residential street — yet another example of how piecemeal zoning decisions are 
eroding the residential character of our neighborhood. 

Beyond the safety and quality-of-life concerns, these zoning decisions also have a negative impact on property values 
and discourage long-term residents from maintaining and investing in their homes. It feels as though the needs of the 
community are being overlooked in favor of short-term development interests. 

For the sake of the residents who have built their lives here, I respectfully urge the County not to approve the rezoning 
of 2271 Keystone Road. Please prioritize the safety, peace, and well-being of this community over continued 
overdevelopment. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Andrew Dietsch  
Tarpon Springs, FL 
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Nguyen, Julie

From: Maria Santiago <santiagos5@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 6, 2025 2:12 PM
To: Eggers, Dave
Subject: Say NO to 2271 Keystone rd rezone request

 

This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender  

You have not previously corresponded with this sender.  
    Report Suspicious    

 

Say NO  
 
Please say no to the 40,000 square-foot school trying to move into our neighborhood.  
 
 
This is a residential area with just over 100 new homes in planning and development.  We do not 
want the property re zoned to institutional. This project will hurt our traffic patterns, our natural 
surroundings/animals, the flow of the area as well as the residents goals for our community.  
 
We love driving home and spending time in our green spaces. Don’t allow us to become another 
heavily paved, high traffic stereotype Florida neighborhood.  Our communities growth is based on our 
aesthetic.  No one wants to live in the strip mall cities. 
 
I understand the institutions goals and please know they do not fit in with our community goals. Our 
views should carry heavier weight. 
 
 
Maria P Santiago 
East Lake Homeowner  
760-908-9931 
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Nguyen, Julie

From: James Martin <jmmartin7106@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, November 7, 2025 9:22 AM
To: Eggers, Dave
Subject: 2271 Keystone Road

 

This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender  

You have not previously corresponded with this sender.  
    Report Suspicious    

 

Good Morning, 
 
My family and I live at 125 Knollwood Road, and we would like to voice our concern about the proposed space at 2271 
Keystone Road. We’re not in favor of having another facility, building, or land use change on Keystone. We moved here 
because we didn’t want to be surrounded by commercial facilities. 
 
We strongly discourage any changes to the land use for this address and any other future sites on Keystone. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jean-Marie and Heather Martin  
 
 
 
(M) 813-495-8178 
jmmartin7106@gmail.com 
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Nguyen, Julie

From: Joyce Drees <joycedrees7@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, November 7, 2025 12:24 PM
To: Eggers, Dave
Subject: !!!!!!! NO !!!!!!!!! to the school at 2271 Keystone Rd. and the additional traffic !!!!!

 

This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender  

You have not previously corresponded with this sender.  
    Report Suspicious    

 

 
Rick & Joyce Drees  
459 Knollwood Rd 
Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688 
 
We vote NO  to a 40,000sq ft school on property designated as a GREENBELT for preservation of our neighborhood. We 
already deal with TOO many cars driving through and congesting our residential neighborhood due to the Plato 
Academy and the second school directly across Keystone. Please do not let our neighborhood be destroyed ! 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Rick & Joyce Drees 
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Nguyen, Julie

From: Jaz Hambleton <jaz.hambleton@outlook.com>
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2025 2:35 PM
To: Eggers, Dave
Subject: Opposition to Proposed 40,000 sq. ft. School at 2271 Keystone Rd

 

This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender  

You have not previously corresponded with this sender.  
    Report Suspicious    

 

Dear Commissioner Eggers, 
 
 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed 40,000-square-foot school 
at 2271 Keystone Road. As a resident living directly across the street, I am extremely 
concerned about the impacts this project will have on our safety, environment, and 
overall quality of life. 

Traffic & Safety Concerns 

Keystone Road is already a high-speed, high-volume corridor, and county discussions 
have highlighted safety hazards where the Pinellas Trail intersects this roadway. Adding 
135 additional school-related trips during peak hours would create new conflict points for 
pedestrians, cyclists, and children using the trail. 

Other communities have experienced similar issues. In Sheboygan, WI, residents raised 
serious concerns that a new middle-school site would create unsafe congestion during 
drop-off and pick-up windows. London traffic studies documented that school-run traffic 
contributed to a 27% increase in local air pollution and worsened traffic flow during peak 
times. 

Keystone Road already handles approximately 28,000 vehicles per day, and adding 
concentrated school traffic would significantly worsen congestion, noise, and danger to 
anyone using the trail crossing. 
 

Environmental & Wildlife Impact 

This project also raises major environmental concerns. The parcels along Keystone Road 
serve as important green buffers that support local wildlife, including birds, turtles, and 
small mammals that depend on these spaces for habitat. 
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Large institutional construction on this scale inevitably leads to: 

 Habitat destruction & wildlife displacement 

 Stormwater runoff increases, which can affect nearby waterways and the Pinellas 
Trail corridor 

 Air quality degradation from months of heavy construction equipment 

 Permanent loss of green space in an already developing corridor 
 

EPA research confirms that school siting decisions like this—particularly on fast, auto-
oriented roads—contribute to increased emissions, traffic congestion, and environmental 
degradation. Studies on habitat fragmentation also show that developments of this size 
negatively affect biodiversity and water quality in surrounding areas. 
 

Community Quality of Life 

A 40,000-square-foot facility of this scale is out of character with the surrounding 
residential area. It would permanently alter the quiet, peaceful environment that current 
residents rely on. The increased noise, traffic, and lighting from a major school campus 
would reduce the livability of the neighborhood for everyone who lives nearby. 

Community groups have also noted that this project is nearly double the size of 
comparable nearby private schools, far exceeding what this location can reasonably 
support without significant negative impacts. 
 
 

Request 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to vote NO on the land-use change and 
construction of the proposed school at 2271 Keystone Road. The safety, health, 
environment, and quality of life of existing residents and trail users must be prioritized. 

 
 

Thank you for taking the time to consider these concerns and for your continued 
commitment to representing our community. 

Sincerely, 

Jaz Hambleton  
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Resident, Keystone Road Area 

Jaz.hambleton@outlook.com 

717-736-1377 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Nguyen, Julie

From: Pinellas County Clerk of Court <noreply@mypinellasclerk.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2025 3:38 PM
To: BCC Agenda Comments
Subject: NEW BCC AGENDA COMMENT

  

Topic Case FLU-25-08 for Ignite Academy 

BCC Agenda Date 11-18-2025 

Agenda Item Number 60 and 61 

Citizen Name Jazmine Hambleton 

Phone +17177361377 

Email Jaz.hambleton@outlook.com 

Address 1855 Lexington Place  
Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688  

Comments 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed 40,000-
square-foot school at 2271 Keystone Road. As a resident living directly 
across the street, I am extremely concerned about the impacts this 
project will have on our safety, environment, and overall quality of life. 
Traffic & Safety Concerns Keystone Road is already a high-speed, high-
volume corridor, and county discussions have highlighted safety hazards 
where the Pinellas Trail intersects this roadway. Adding 135 additional 
school-related trips during peak hours would create new conflict points 
for pedestrians, cyclists, and children using the trail. Other communities 
have experienced similar issues. In Sheboygan, WI, residents raised 
serious concerns that a new middle-school site would create unsafe 
congestion during drop-off and pick-up windows. London traffic studies 
documented that school-run traffic contributed to a 27% increase in local 
air pollution and worsened traffic flow during peak times. Keystone Road 
already handles approximately 28,000 vehicles per day, and adding 
concentrated school traffic would significantly worsen congestion, noise, 
and danger to anyone using the trail crossing. Environmental & Wildlife 
Impact This project also raises major environmental concerns. The 
parcels along Keystone Road serve as important green buffers that 
support local wildlife, including birds, turtles, and small mammals that 
depend on these spaces for habitat. Large institutional construction on 
this scale inevitably leads to: Habitat destruction & wildlife displacement 
Stormwater runoff increases, which can affect nearby waterways and the 
Pinellas Trail corridor Air quality degradation from months of heavy 
construction equipment Permanent loss of green space in an already 
developing corridor EPA research confirms that school siting decisions 
like this—particularly on fast, auto-oriented roads—contribute to 
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increased emissions, traffic congestion, and environmental degradation. 
Studies on habitat fragmentation also show that developments of this 
size negatively affect biodiversity and water quality in surrounding areas. 
Community Quality of Life A 40,000-square-foot facility of this scale is out 
of character with the surrounding residential area. It would permanently 
alter the quiet, peaceful environment that current residents rely on. The 
increased noise, traffic, and lighting from a major school campus would 
reduce the livability of the neighborhood for everyone who lives nearby. 
Community groups have also noted that this project is nearly double the 
size of comparable nearby private schools, far exceeding what this 
location can reasonably support without significant negative impacts. 
Request For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to vote NO on the 
land-use change and construction of the proposed school at 2271 
Keystone Road. The safety, health, environment, and quality of life of 
existing residents and trail users must be prioritized. Thank you for taking 
the time to consider these concerns and for your continued commitment 
to representing our community.  

Your Stand on the Issue Oppose 
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