
1Our Vision: To Be the Standard for Public Service in America

Development Review Services
&

Planning



2Our Vision: To Be the Standard for Public Service in America

Liens, Foreclosures, Demolitions
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Mission
Pinellas County Government is committed to 
progressive public policy, superior public service, 
courteous public contact, judicious exercise of authority, 
and responsible management of public resources, to 
meet the needs and concerns of our citizens today and 
tomorrow.
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Strategic Plan
 Ensure Public Health, Safety, and Welfare

• 2.1 - Provide planning, coordination, prevention and 
protective services to ensure a safe and secure community

 Foster Continual Economic Growth and Vitality 
• 4.2 – Invest in communities that need the most
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Problems: An incomplete tool box
Policy Direction:
 Liens
 Foreclosure
 Condemnation / Demolition

 Local Government Examples
 Gap Analysis
 Recommendations 
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Liens
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Lien Types
 Lot Mowing

 Lot Clearing

 Securing 
Property

 Demolition
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Lien Type – Special Magistrate

406

553

8



9Our Vision: To Be the Standard for Public Service in America

Lien History
 Special Magistrate began in 2008

• Initial term 10 years
• 10 year renewal
• Homestead

 Voluntary Settlement

 Involuntary Settlement (foreclosure)
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Lien Settlements (voluntary)

 Current Property Owner

 Future Property Owner

 Methodology
• Notification
• Standard Procedure
• Hardship Review
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Lien Releases
 Partial Lien Releases 

 Full Lien Releases

 Lien Foreclosure
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Property Foreclosure
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Compliance Tools
 Temporary 

Injunction

 Permanent 
Injunction

 Foreclosure
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Foreclosures
 Process

• Evaluation
• Legal 

 Relocation

 Ownership

 Utilization or Disposal of Property 
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Demolitions
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Condemnation & Demolition
 Commercial – Building Official
 Residential – Housing Official (Code Enforcement)

 Property owner authorization or Condemnation
 Structural Report
 Demolition Contractor
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Local Government Examples
 City

• St. Petersburg
• Clearwater
• Tallahassee

 County
• Pasco 
• Hillsborough

 Law Enforcement
• Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
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Gap Analysis
 Ordinances

 Policy 

 Organizational Resources, Ability 
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Recommendations
 Pursue injunctions and foreclosures to reduce liens 

 Condemn and Demolish properties  

 Disposition of properties obtained via foreclosure
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Recommendation (continued)

 Address unintended consequences
• Displacement
• Relocation
• Affordable Housing
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Next Steps
 Evaluate Code for necessary changes
 Develop Legal Process > In-house/Outside Counsel
 Develop Assistance Resources
 Initiate Action – Priority Basis
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