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Weedo(e)n Island
Weedon Island Preserve

Old Tampa Bay

St. Petersburg

Tampa

• Located on Tampa Bay in Pinellas County
• Weedon Island Preserve, 3000+ acres
• State, County, Private ownership, county 

management
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Weedo(e)n Island Site

• Type site of the Weeden Island Culture
• Burial mound excavated by Smithsonian, 

1923-1924
• Salvage excavation by Sears, 1962
• Listed on National Register of Historic 

Places, 1972
• Comprehensive survey of Weedon Island

by USF, 2004-2005
• Survey of Gateway

Tract by SEARCH, 2007
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AWIARE

• Established 2007, incorporated as 
non-profit, 2008

• Board of Directors, professionals & 
non-professionals

• Acquired Research Station, 2010
• Remodeled house for lab, offices, 

dormitory
• Upgraded bathrooms for ADA
• Visioning Meeting & 5-Year Strategic 

Plan, 2013

To promote and facilitate archaeological research, scientific exploration and
education at the Weedon Island Preserve and adjacent Gulf Coast region.
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Research Station
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Weedon Island Canoe
• Discovered in 2001
• Exposed, mapped, and sampled in 2007
• Excavated in 2011
• Preserved in PEG for 3 years
• Slow drying for 1 year
• Grand opening of 

display, October 2015
• 2 C14 dates, cal.

AD 777-1013
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Excavations

UM

UM

USFSP
AWIARE
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USF St. Petersburg Excavations
2007-Present

• USF-St. Pete archaeological field  
school begins in 2007

• Research focusing on domestic area  
• Subsistence data, possible residence
• Experimental archaeology
• 4 C14 dates, cal. AD 894-1256
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University of Michigan Excavations
2013-2015

• Magnetometer survey identified
features, shell deposits

• Focused testing followed by block 
excavations

• 6 C14 dates, cal. AD 994-1397 
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AWIARE Looters’ Trench Excavation
2014-2016

• Hands On Weedon project
• Volunteers & students
• Over 4000 volunteer hours
• Cleaned trenches, 9 1x1 m tests
• Documented strata in midden ridge
• Pit features, post holes
• Ceramics 75% Pinellas Plain
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What Have We Learned?

• Aeolian sand deposition began at least 5000 years ago.
• Sea level rose to near its current level by ~3400 BP. 
• Sea level may have retreated below current levels several 

times.
• The site was occupied as early as the Middle Archaic (~5400 

BP).
• The Weedon Island site contains a significant Safety Harbor 

component.
• Different parts of the site date to different time periods. 
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• Data support in-situ development of Safety Harbor from 
Manasota and Weeden Island-related cultures.

• Safety Harbor subsistence  as marine oriented, with an 
emphasis on oysters, marine gastropods, and fish obtained 
from Tampa Bay.

• Subsurface features, including post molds, are common.
• Canoes, possibly catamarans, were used to exploit the 

resources of Tampa Bay and interact with neighboring 
communities.

• The famous burial mound reflects a specific slice of time in 
the site’s history; where were people who occupied the site 
during other periods buried?

What Have We Learned?
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Events & Programs

• Pottery Potlach, 2009
• Meeting of the Working Group on Florida 

Lithic Resources, 2013
• Monthly Archaeology Lectures (co-sponsor 

with CGCAS)
• Boy Scout Merit Badge Program (in 

cooperation with CGCAS)
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Junior Archaeology Camp

• Two one-week camps for kids 7-11 years of age
• In cooperation with FPAN and CGCAS
• Teaches basics of archaeological excavation, 

lab work, Florida prehistory, ecology, site 
preservation
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Newsletter
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www.awiare.org

Web Site
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