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Project Abstract

In an effort to prevent termination of parental rights, treat substance abuse, lower the
incidence of drug exposed newborns, improve family functioning, and reunify families,
Pinellas County will launch a Family Dependency Treatment Court (FDTC). FDTC
consists of judge-supervised, comprehensive drug treatment of parents who have been
adjudicated dependent with substance abuse being a primary cause of the child neglect
or abuse. FDTC is a voluntary, one-year program that involves recurrent appearances
before a drug court judge, substance abuse assessment and treatment, parenting
classes, and frequent random drug testing. The children of the participants also receive
services through court-ordered case planning. Operation of the FDTC will follow the
Ten Key Components of a Drug Court and the Common Characteristics of Family
Dependency Treatment.

Eligible participants meet the DSM-IV criteria for drug/alcohol dependence, are at least
18 years of age, and are parents or legal custodians who have custody or who are
requesting custody/reunification. The project aims to serve 30-35 parents and their
children annually.

The effectiveness of the FDTC will be assessed through the annual data reporting
capturing changes in substance abuse patterns, drug court graduations, recurrence of
child abuse, improved parenting skills, family reunification, and incidence of termination
of parental rights.
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