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Pinellas County Commission June 7, 2017

The Declaration of Independe‘nce States that Mankind is more disposed to suffer while Evils
are sufferable. Pledging thi suffer to be of “sacred” honor. M this g‘é\ber as a creator.

Claiming this evil to be Natures’ God.
Mn as “Lord”, in the signing in, of the Constitution.

Respecting the establishment of no religion in the 1st Amendment.

Based on Thomas Jefferson’s Freedom to “Depart from Almighty God”.

“Faithfully” executed in Article 2 section 3 of the Constitution.

“Spiritually intent” on destroying Christianity thru the reclaimed water variance. Stating the
literal owing of religion, while birthing water jurisdictions under the 14" Amentgment.

Explain to me how anyone, anything or “IT”. As in “IT”S” jurisdiction in the 14" Amendment
can declare itself to be of such eviHendowed as Lord, to be of sacred honor, to have
Nature, departed from Almighty I(\zod respecting no religion, faithful in |ts executlon,
spiritually intent on destroying Christianity--- Yet, in/of itself, is claiming not to bg\a Religion.

Explain to mewhlch is claiming Nt& slgemgﬁn(d‘owed powerful sacred honored

splrltual faithful, evil, S|gned in as a Ior senstitronatiy=ce| rarted AHRigRty=Got;
1S fseH—H s=G8d) As not bemgi\ofg ﬁellglous test in_Article 6 of the

constltutlon?

1ug Consetet
Is the “Qualification Requisite” in Article 1 section 2 "appropriating direct taxation”... Is this
evil, not levied as a religious test in Article 6, As electors in the state, as branches of the state
faithfully executed under the 14" Amendment. As being “from the.g tate, within itself”
(birthing within itself), in Article 2 section 1 and the 12" Amendment? Placing others in
bondage (not disallowed by the 10th Ag\endment)o the privileges of water, in
Resolution 95-286, Is this not a test,rpf a rellglous nature in Article 6 of the constitution?

B LA memrei S = '*HE MO x FacAToA qfﬂum Reardts vreem TWF‘N\M& AT Hot A V.,M»fa.J of

Has the devil dressed itself-up in the constitution as happiness, liberty, attempting to appear Ca-wl Um‘;?
as God? Lockinc, Forn RELIEF SEBH As“TEnEoF" t4 TAE AV AnerpmauT,

How can | pledge allegiance to a flag (of all things), that has no actual face. Or the liberty (of
such) for which “it” stands. When it stands as a Departure of Almighty God claimed as a
sufferer of evil. Pledging itself as “it” ?

This issue is out of control.
Its time to go to court and talk about this.
And has been for a very long time.



- Transcript of Declaration of Independence (1776) (print-friendly version)
www.ourdocuments.gov May 5, 2016

Transcript of Declaration of Independence (1776)
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, andfo assumeyamong the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's Gog/entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their

ith certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the govemed, —That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn ¢(fhat mankind are more
disposed to suffer, whileevils jre sufferablethan to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they
are accustome when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Govemment, and to provide new Guards for their future security.—Such has been the patient sufferance of
these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Govemment. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance,
unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people,
unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from
the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people.

- He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected,;
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at
large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of
invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing
the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
. establishing Judiciary powers.

<&  He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a muiltitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass
our people, and eat out their substance.
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.. Transcript of Declaration of Independence (1776) (print-friendly version) Page 2 of 4

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our

legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and

unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should

commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing

therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an

example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering

fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to

legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War

against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of
. ourpeople.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of

death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy

scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized

nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against

their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves

by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the

inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is

an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

in every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our
repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked
by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the
voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemniy publish and declare, That these United Colonies
are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to
the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and
ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War,
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the

i rotection of divine Providence, we mutually’pledgejto each other our Lives, our Fortunes and ou

%
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Go Washington - President and deputy from Virginia
New Hampshire - John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman
Massachusetts - Nathaniel Gorham, Rufus King
Connecticut - Wm Saml Johnson, Roger Sherman

New York - Alexander Hamilton 2
AGDIL L (uen.

W
New Jersey - Wﬂm David Brearley, Wm Paterson, Jona. Dayton

Pensylvania - B Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, Robt Morris, Geo. Clymer, Thos FitzSimons,
Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson, Gouv Mortis

Hm Rvén,
Delaware - Geo. Gunmng Bedford jun, John Dickinson, Richard Bassett, Jaco.
Broom

Maryland - James McHenry, Dan of St Tho Jenifer, Danl Carroll
e Bl
Virginia - JoJames Madison Jr.

North Carolina - Wm Blount, Richd Dobbs Spaight, Hu Williamson

RaseEnss
South Carolina - J @e:@g? Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Charles Pinckney, Pierce
Butler
Georgia - William Few, Abr Baldwin

Attest: William Jackson, Secretary

The Amendments

The following are the Amendments to the Constitution. The first ten Amendments
collectively are commonly known as the Bill of Rights. i
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- Amendmen Freedom of Religion, Press, Expression. Ratified 12/15/1791.
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Amendment 2 - Right to Bear Arms. Ratlﬁed 12/15/1791. V4
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Amendment 3 - Quartering of Soldiers. Ratified 12/15/1791. As Fk o 1ol Aat B Séetinn z
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& _€Ownen)nor in time of war, but in a manner to bg prescribed by law’ R
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Amendment 4 - Search and Selzure Ratified 12/15/ 791
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Ny olS The right of th be secure in their pe ousgé, papers, and effects, against
Q‘{;‘A WOTE - unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not/be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but
cause, supported b 0 a.nescnbmg the 14 WL
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Amendment 6 - Right to Speedy Trial, Confrontation of Witnesses Ratified w\‘\
12/15/1791. 3 ! ,. f»: M.ﬂ T
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agains@ to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses u@ favor, and to have
the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment 7 - Trial by Jury in Civil Cases. Ratified 12/15/1791.

Cﬂ-""“"“*L O 4 ol posicies \m.cﬂ WATEL
PrssecoTior® IS o COmmmmiaw: Where the @Al n controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 2

right o ‘2.11 by jury shall be pres.erved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re- QoAD"
examined in any Court of the United Smtthl:an according to the rules of ﬂm@@*\dﬂb\\v i
law. FAMEMIA Not co,.st:to"'f’" f

Amendment 8 - Cruel and Unusual Punishment. Ratified 12/15/1791.

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.~ Quitk DEnTH ¢
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Amendment 9 - Construction offConstitution. Ratified 12/15/1791. o5t B a-f""“
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Amendment 10 - Powers of the States and People. Ratified 12/15/1791. foationts llua.a.sm: K S8
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The@oWERdnot delegated to the United Sta.te@ﬂl'e égnstitution, a6t prohibited by it to ju,:g 3»4(;'
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the@gopIEy- Pavy LEa&p/Ilmu NE, » e
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Amendment 11 - Judicial Limits. Ratified 2/7/1795.
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0 extend to any suit in law
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The ﬁlectors shall meet in their d ‘,’.?tLe, l‘)x ballot fgr Presidernt and

Vice-President, one ogg_l%‘%,ﬁt least %?1}. not lz?_ fn,emhalamtqz the same state with Y R
,i‘. they STl Bamme n(theipbatlots the Persbii Voted for as President, and in 1N ]0F THE Stpvs
5895 ballots the 5 Voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make disEnel lists Srarore 1S 3.90
of all.p&fez%gi o0 101 as Presidg &an‘gb £ all pexedas voted for as Vice-President and of
the number. icy ofes, or eachg’wﬁlgl lists ?ﬁE{f S sign and certify, and transmit sealed
to the(§eaDo! the government of the United Statesgdirected o the President of the Senate;

The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of t{le Senate and House of
Representatives, open all theEificatey: and the votes shall then be counted;

The ﬁé?szgi‘x having the greatest Number of votes for P, ?§i1dent, shall be the President, if
suc}e ggmtv)de'{ be a majority of the w;lé?le xsmmber of and if no pefven
- “ﬁmajority, then from the Q@"having the highest numbers not exceeding
TwWo /@on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose
c-m.,-‘;‘m.o-u immediatet_lglb?' ballot, the President. But in c]%pbsing the President, the votes shall be
taken bygStates, the represe"r‘litﬁion from, state having one vote; a quorum for this
23 _—<purposeshall consist of a Eie]:lm‘l')‘er ogé?'éfﬂ rs from two-thirds of the states, and a
M"T majority of all the% e shRll be nt sax*yﬂ 3% choice. And if the I'.gﬁ,eﬂgtf_ - aeac/ Aaoac
Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the@ﬁﬁ choice s TrhAdSLREsS
upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall

act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional f the

President. 1HALT ATIOA "
n-dﬁi"*"‘.’”eﬂ(,’:‘::"'?‘ ) FEE(QMPLE> TiTi& OnbeaTakidG

The pgf's"c")g‘ﬁ'aving the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-

President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of EIEctors appointed) and if

no &rE5n RAvE™ majority, then from the(Ewd highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall

choose the Vice-President; or thshall consist of two-thirds of the

whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a

choice, onjgonstitutionally meligible)to the office of President shall be eligible ¥

\jﬁb' at of Vice-Pregstfent of the United States. But RE TAAT oF EiTHen A TyaasT 00 A K:AG\ i
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Amendment 13 - Slavery Abolished. Ratified 12/6/1865. o m< o T
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1. Neither slavery nor(@voluntary servitude, except as a(punishment) o 1"‘:5 » "'.M’H:
he party shall have bee Eyonvicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place Amand maHT
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posr® are citizens of the United States and @thé’Statem”ﬁé‘} they reside. N&State \g‘: e
DRTE shall make or enforce any law whlgtshall abnd‘ge -m-nu-u.m.a.mnmnnmu-m \-i“
p.w"" of the Umted States; nor shall #8Y $tate deprit® Iy §&Ron oR[ife, iberty, or ProperTy>
Qaw nor deny to any person w1thm@|unsd1ctlon the equal
mmu;,m&the laws Fac-r se3 w A E° t"* L SoFFeneD Sgoh
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mmﬁ fpportionedam ong the several S tes according46 their ¥ AaTs ,.url sechonl
Wnumbers, countmg the whole number of aﬁﬁﬁﬁ%each StatdZexcluding
-s/.’@mna%ed But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for

j2-Te®* President and Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Evtah~ Co“""’“"“"'
i:wj'- Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Leglsla Quat! """;‘:“: —
DE\),U.V “—¢denied)Xo any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age and
: PAUTATED citizens Of,}hf s[»g"ted States, or in any way abridged, except for participation i
onothePerime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportlon
which the number of such male citizen: the whole number of male citizens
twenty-one years of age in such State. LAY WASTE AS 1mmingat DasdEn. uiyst HOT ::’“,“ Mw
SECTiond 10

3. No person shall be a Senator or Representatlve in Congreﬁi, ’s}gc or of President and
s Vice-President, or hold any q&g ercﬂmoﬂmte tates S un(fé'f@

THIS ConsTdaT
State, who, having rev1 us mken@%? th AL merﬂbe ongress, or aé it officer of
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the Umted States” 0tas 4 membenrof t&ﬁe legislature, or as an executive or judicial Pensons
officer of 4% ‘State to support(fh Constitution of the United StatCS’MaIre engaged RESIDEATS

in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the ‘c'f’.i’.*f."...?;‘”
2¢84, ,‘sf-f-i"ut Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each Hous 1S Conseitationd
Guagd  Faod g, g0,z Dale I GooermenT
[ 4. The validity of thembﬁE@of the Pmited States @]mﬂ@;y law, inchuding@bBY~ R o 7154
e incurred for payment of pensions and(bountigs)Xor services in suppressing ét#ngﬁ{ﬁtmn or., HErd TAY-
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in aid of insurrection or rebellion against ~ Ao lm.g,‘t i y 7
e United States, or any claim for the ]oss or Emancipation of @1 but all such !
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Qnﬁi" gﬂ 5. The Congress shall haif% power to enforce, b @mﬁﬂg egislation, the provisions of
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United States or by any State on account of race, color or previou f
servitude. Poasod SMLBE Dedied " THEnEo F" 10 T4E STATE ConsTi ToTiod on PM"Y
CITZEA W ATER TOoASD AT A
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v,,v«*‘"‘ Amendment 17 - Senators Elected by Popular Vote. Ratified 4/8/1913. 6 1'
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The Senate of the Umted State& be @3’ §enators@ €acIkState,
eleﬁeﬂ%y ’ ; cach Senator shall have one vote. The

) jupen® %
g‘tn\'-bl"o'-each State shall have theqtHtiearon

e PR SrEquisitdor electors of the most
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FL:“, 7 appointments until th ﬁll the vacancies by electlon as the leglslature may@g' Levy
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This amendment SO Qonstru the ele n or term of any Senator
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Amendment 18 - Liquor Abolished, Ratified l/1§/1‘9;9LRepealed by Amendment 21,
12/5/1933. 5 oadEnty g : Poutil : _ 1 AL
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2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article

by appropriate legislation. ) c
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3. This article shall be inoperative unless it s vmgeteen ratified as an dment to
@Constltutlon by the legislatures of the & eve}w's as provided in(fh Constitution,
witl{if)seven years from the date of (B here@ the States by the Congress.
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Amendment 19 - Women's Suffrage. Ratified 8/18/1920.
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The right of@@&f the United States to vote 1 not be denied or abridged by the

United States or by any State on account o GenbEn.
O d

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment 20 - Presidential, Congressional Terms. Ratified 1/23/1933.

1. The terms of the Président and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of
January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January,
of the year®in which@uchterm®would have ended({Drhis article had not been ratified;
and the terms of their@mshall then begin. o il
Quau r-.z.mg;ﬁs REQuiS\TE g ‘uuf\"*s
2. The Congress shall assemble at least once@every year, andSucBmeeting shall begin
atnoon on thf 3d day of January, unless they shall by law@ppotiiDa differenpday.
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e(timeffixedfor the beginning of 1m of the President, théPresident elect
shall havedlied) the Vice President@lectfs ecome President. If a President shall not
) . : RcATion Ceavisite . .
have been chosen before thor'fﬂ'é eg}_gﬁlgf of 'Eus@ B¥ ¥ the President
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in which(@ne who js to agPshall be

a President shall have{qualifig® ahd
wherein neither a President€IgcH it
who shall then act as President, or

President shall
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Amendment 26 - Voting Age Set to 18 Years. Ratified 7/1/1971.
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Chair Justice, Commissioners all, County Administrator Woodard, good
morning.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak with you about, probably, the most
important topic of our times.

My name is Gerald Goen. Permit me to introdn)ce the Reverend Bob
Murphy, Pastor of the Tarpon Springs Unitarian Universalist Congregation
and our President Robin Yates.

My wife Janet and I have for twenty-one years resided at 1104 Clippers Way
in Tarpon Springs. I currently sit on the Budget Advisory Committee for the
City and have since it was established seven years ago. I believe if you were
to ask any of the Tarpon Springs political leaders, past or present, or staff,
they would say Gerald Goen is credible, passionate, but reasonable, and
someone whose word you can trust. As a member of the Tarpon Springs
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, I sit on the statewide Board of UU
Justice Florida and the UU Justice Florida Action Network, the legislative
forum for the UU Church in Florida, and have served since its inception in
2007.

Before settling in Florida, I taught/coached & guidance counseled in the
Indiana public schools. In 1972, I left the classroom to advocate for teachers
as staff with Indiana State Teachers Association and National Education
Association. As such, I lobbied, negotiated and conducted arbitration cases
before the American Arbitration Association and the Indiana Education
Employment Relations Board.

I understand government budgets. If you were to give me your budget, I
could pick it apart, but I don’t do that any more. I know the needs you must
try to meet. I know how you must compromise with each other to build a
budget. I know the limitations in monies to fund any given budget.
Therefore, I am here to talk with you both short and long range. I
understand your responsibilities and trust you have the best interest of the
citizens in your hearts and minds. Unlike some citizens or politicians, I
believe in you. We must, it is the only way democracy can work and last.

That’s why I am here today (point to great grand-son’s picture). That is why
I made a similar presentation to the Tarpon Springs City Commission last
summer and fall. That is Cameron our two-year old great-grandson. Now,



Cameron and his newly arrived brother Colesen don’t live in Pinellas
County. They don’t even live in Florida. They live in suburban Fort
Wayne, Indiana, but they along with the Camelite’s and Colette’s of the
world will be affected by what you and I do, or don’t do about Climate
Change. Now, I know each of you have sons/daughters and grand-
sons/grand-daughters and, perhaps a great-grand son or daughter. So, I
know you too, care!

I am not here to debate the issue of Climate Change. The debate is over.
The science is in. Climate Change is happening; it’s happening now; it’s
happen here; and it’s happening much, much faster than we are willing to
admit. Listen to what Jimi Sadle, a botanist at the Everglades National Park
(Imperiled Plants Report 10 years in the research-March 2015), “We kind of
knew (sea level rise) was going on. But, now we see it’s real, and it’s
happening down here”. The culprits? The same threats faced by the park’s
endangered animals: rising sea levels, invasive spices and humans.

The countries of the World have met this year in Paris and put their stamp of
concern on Climate Change. The Pope, the leaders of the Greek Church, our
own Unitarian Universalist president have all spoken out on the seriousness
of Climate Change. So, I am here to implore you to do more, and even to
start some initiates.

Our Tarpon Springs UU Church is undergoing major renovation due to a
sinkhole, yes a sinkhole. When the sanctuary and parsonage are put back
together early next year, in addition to the tourist attraction of the Inness
Paintings and architecturally “Wow” buildings, we will have forward
looking alterative energy, recycling, and other energy saving features that
say to the world, “UU’s care about the future, so come follow us!” The
congregation is in the process of “officially” becoming a “Green Sanctuary”
and all that such entails. I have been appointed our “Green” leader. We are
willing to put our money where are mouth is!

Now, with that thought in mind, here is where you come in. You must lead,
big time. It will take courage, vision, and work. History will judge whether
you were up to the challenge.

In Tarpon Springs, if a developer or resident cuts down a tree they had better
be ready to replace it with another. If they don’t they will pay a fine and the
City will plant a tree where one is needed. Trees sustain us! I urge you to



talk with City Manager Mark Lacouris and model a countywide program
after Tarpon Springs. Organize a daylong conference of Cities/tax units and
hear the Tarpon Springs’ program, then work for its adoption all over the
county. Lead!

We had curbside recycling in Auburn, Indiana, thirty years ago before we
came to Florida. Now, we have had it for 20+ years in Tarpon Springs.
Every Municipality in Pinellas County should, no must, have a program.
The county must make recycling stations much more accessible. I just
learned last week you are working on this. Work faster. Lead!

Sea level rise is here. Recently, a friend approached me at our Interfaith
Climate Conference who said, “We were in Tarpon Spring last week to eat
Greek food, and is that water always in the street and is it caused by sea
level rise?” I paused for moment thinking, “Well, yes we have had water
problems, but a couple years ago the City made a significant invested in
drainage to correct the problem. So, to be honest, I don’t know if sea level
rise is contributing to the problem” (Sunday at 1:40 in the afternoon, we saw
it for ourselves. Water was all over Tarpon Springs. Have never seen it that
bad before). A couple weeks later I just happened to be talking on the phone
with the City Manage and related the conversation to him. I just about
dropped the phone when Mark said, “Yes, we are seeing higher than normal
Moon Tides”. Moon Tides in Tarpon Springs; King Tides in Miami-they are
the same.

Walking communities are a big part of the solution to climate change. In
2005, Tarpon Spring hired a nationally renowned community planner to look
at the city and make recommendation for it future. He strongly
recommended a Walking Community where residents could live, work,
shop, play, have all their needs met, and limit significantly the use of the car.
Under the leadership of Karen Lemmons, Tarpon Springs’ Community
Development Director, it is beginning to happen. It is the smart way to build
environmentally friendly cities and save the planet as you build. I know
other communities are doing some great things. So, call municipalities
together and champion the idea of a Walking Community and share what is
being done in this county. Lead.

In 2015, you commissioned a survey of all Pinellas County municipalities as
to their engagement with Sea Level Rise. You have a lot of work to do.
“When asked to self-rate their community’s engagement with the issue of



Sea Level Rise on a scale of one to ten, with 1 representing the lowest level
of engagement, 15 municipalities rated a “1” and only one rose to a “7”.
The average was 1.92.” “A few communities had a higher tendency to fall
back on the ‘this is an issue beyond my time”. All of the researchers I am
listening to say they are wrong, perhaps, dead wrong. But, they need
information, financial resources, staff, and most of all leadership from you.
I urge you to revisit the report, “Final Report: Municipal Engagement with
Sea Level Rise in Pinellas County Projects” July 7, 2015 I will give you
only one, handout today and that relates to the issue of sea level rise. The
four-page handout was distributed at an Inter-faith Climate Change
Conference I attended in February. The information is disturbing, but
necessary to accept. I urge you to read the four pages, study the map and
then listen to other credible scientists. I know of your “Countywide
Vulnerability Assessment” Plan. Good start! Just don’t study too long.
And, accelerate your participation with other Tampa Bay area groups
working on the issue.

Friday, I attended a conference conduced by the St. Petersburg College
Institute for Strategic Policy Solutions. I have provided you an agenda and
on it marked two videos you should see. Your very own Kelli Hammer
Levy also made a presentation I understand you have not seen. Kelli can
help you with it all. The videos talk about beach erosion: what you think is
working, but isn’t; how young people are concerned; and what is happening
with our estuaries right here in Pinellas County. They all talk about urgency.
Lead!

This is a regional problem. I really don’t want my kids to need a motorboat
to visit our crypts at Curlew Hills.

Countywide People Mover. I wouldn’t spent a lot of time on this subject,
except to say, what a disservice that the referendum lost. The loss set us
back, probably, 10+ years. And we cannot afford to be set back on any
Climate Change issue. So, get it going again, sooner not later.

Last solar energy. Tarpon Springs has had a pilot 20 panel Solar Energy
project operating on its wastewater building for almost three years now.
They believe it to be a success. So much, so they want to expand it to the
new Reverse Osmosis Plant as soon as possible. We should have solar
energy operating on every government building by 2030. It takes vision,
commitment and courage to make the investment. If it wasn’t a solid future,



why has Lockheed Martin made such a visible investment? You need to
take the lead on all county buildings, call on others to follow you and make
Pinellas County a shinning example of the future. And, you need to see that
every citizen has the opportunity at a low cost investment to make solar
the right energy choice. Talk about jobs, a tourist attraction, increased
tax revenue. Win-win-win! While you are leading, you can make
Pinellas County a showcase for the world.

You are powerful people, very powerful people. What, depending your
criteria, the third or fourth largest county in Florida? IfI did not think you
were powerful, influential people, I’d still be home in bed. Use your power!
Speak out publicly. Adopt resolutions against Fracking (We need to focus
on alternative energies, not past sources. Systems that will attract tourist and
dollars, not scare them away.), I understand you are going to do that today.
Thank you. There is hope! Also, resolutions against drilling in the Gulf
(same as Fracking) and, probably, against big money in campaigns and for
solar bills that put the resources in the hands of citizens. Don’t only lobby
behind the scenes (I assume, and sure hope, you are doing so), but speak out
for all to hear. You are powerful people!

Well, that is a beginning. As President Kennedy once said, our work will
not be finished, “in the life of this administration, nor even, perhaps, in our
lifetime on this planet. But let us begin”. I have run this presentation past
the Tarpon Springs staff. That is not to say they approve every thought, but
they have been working with me on most of the issues put forward. I would
like that opportunity to sit down with Chair Justice, County Administrator
Woodard, or others to explore where we are at the County level and how we
can expedite these and other initiatives. I have resources.

Just as I did in Tarpon Springs, I will return in three months, or so, and see
how we are doing on these issues.

Thank you for your service. Ilook forward to rapidly moving forward so
that Cameron and Colsen will have the beautiful beaches to enjoy as have
Janet and 1.

Gerald Goen @Q{,ﬂ/w /f wdkéh

1104 Clippers Way
Tarpon Springs, F1 34689
coengeraiqemalii.com  727/937-8590
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The Coming Reality of Sea Level Rise: Too Fast Too Soon i
Harold R. Wanless, Ph.D. !

Professor and Chair, Department of Geological Sciences ;
University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida, 33124 . i
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Summary
The reality of accelerating rates of sea level rise as the result of human-induced global warming
is becoming increasingly dire and urgently needs to be addressed. In 2012, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) published the most recent United States Government
sea level rise projections as a part of the National Climate Assessment. Those projections, which
included anticipated acceleration in ice meit from Greenland and Antarctica, were for 4.1 to 6.6
feet of sea level rise by 2100. That could mean 2 feet by as early as 2048 and 3 feet by 2063, A
two to three foot rise of sea level will make nearly all of the barrier islands of the world
uninhabitable, result in inundation of a major portion of the world's deltas, and make low-lying
coastal zones like south Florida increasingly challenging communities in which to maintain
infrastructure and welfare and to assure protection of life and property during hurricanes and other
extreme events. i

i
Current realities : i

i
Most of the models projecting future sea level rise assume a gradual acceleration of sea level rise
through this century and beyond as Greenland and Antarctic ice melt gradually accelerates. Our
knowledge of how sea level rose out of the past ice age paints a very different picture of sea level
response to climate change. At the depth of the last ice age, about 18,000 years ago, sea level
was some 420 feet below present level as ice was taken up by large continental ice sheets.
Subsequent ice melt and sea level rise was not a gradual acceleration and then deceleration.
Rather it was a series of very rapid pulses of sea level rise followed by pauses. These rapid
puises of rise, from three to thirty feet probably within a century, were fast enough to leave
drowned reefs, sandy barrier islands, tidal inlet deitas, and other coastal deposits abandoned
across the continental shelf. That is what happens when the climate warms: It destabilizes some
ice sheet sector which rapidly disintegrates, resulting in a rapid pulse of global sea level rise.!

Our significantly warmed atmospheric climate is resulting in an accelerated ice melt of the surface
of the Greenland Ice Sheet. Much of the surface of the Ice Sheet is darkening as the dust and
black carbon in the ice concentrate on the melting surface. This accelerates heat adsorption,
further accelerating surface ice melt - one of many feedbacks not in current models. !

More importantly, warmed ocean water is accelerating ice melt in both Polar Regions. The
warming North Atlantic Ocean and Arctic Ocean have been accelerating ice melt all around
Greenland since about 1995 as this dense ‘warm’ ocean water enters the deep outlet glacial fjords
and penetrates far into and under the Ice Sheet. “Warm” ocean water is now also penetrating
deeply into fjords under outlet glaciers and adjacent Ice Sheets of both West Antarctica and East
Antarctica. Each of these “warm” waters is only 2-4 degrees Celsius, but they are causing a
powerful amount of meiting. We are creating a basically unlimited supply of warmth to the oceans
for this to continue.

The beginnings of this polar Ice Sheet melt are showing numerous positive reinforcing feedbacks,
which are rapidly accelerating the rate of melt far beyond anything being projected in current
models. For example, because water on the melting ice surface absorbs more heat, surface melt
is accelerated; this melt water percolates down through the ice and lubricates the base permitting
faster motion, which results in more extensive fracturing. Water percolating through the fractured
ice accelerates ice meit and warms the ice, which results in the softening of the ice and even
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further acceleration. With the rapid melting of the Arctic Ocean pack ice and warming of the Arctic
Ocean, release of additional carbon dioxide and methane from decaying organics in the melted
permafrost, and melting of methane hydrates on the Arctic continental shelf, the accelerating melt
of the adjacent Greenland Ice Sheet seems irreversible. We are most certainly witnessing the
onset of a rapid pulse of sea level rise.

in the spring of 2014, NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Cal Tech, and the University of
California-Irvine all came out with documentation showing that ice melt in from the margins of the
West Antarctic Ice Sheet is much less constrained by underlying bathymetry than previously
considered (i.e., bottom substrate is much deeper below the ice). The documentation also
demonstrates that the numerous fjords penetrating in from the Greenland coast are deeper and
extend much further in under the ice Sheet than previously thought. In 2015, similarly accelerating
ice melt has been documented under the East Antarctic Ice Sheet. Each of these findings means
that warmed ocean water is now more easily penetrating further under these ice sheets, and that
accelerating ice melt will be happening significantly faster than previously thought.

in the summer of 2013, | had the opportunity to witness the melting ice sheets, flying about 50
miles onto the Greenland Ice Sheet following the deep channel below the Jacobshaven Icefjord
in western Greenland to an elevation on the ice sheet of more than 6,000 feet. It was like flying
up a large, meandering, fractured streambed in the ice surface. The channel was roughly 500
feet below the level of the ice sheet and dramatically fractured from the accelerated ice flow. This
was created by meit at the base from deeply penetrating ‘warmed’ ocean water. As a result of
the fracturing and detachment from the bottom, the forward velocity of the ice has accelerated
from a couple of miles to over 20 miles per year. This witnessed event was a spectacular, but
disturbing experience.

In light of our improving understanding of ice melt, we probably should be anticipating at least 7
to 30 feet of global sea level rise by the end of the century regardless of what we do. Even if we
stopped buming fossil fuels tomorrow, the greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere will keep
warming the atmosphere for at least another 30 years. More than 90 percent of this global
warming heat is ending up in the oceans, which have the capacity to capture and store and use
this heat for centuries. As a result, ice melt and sea level rise will continue for centuries. Most
projections recognize that sea level rise will be accelerating through this century and the
next. When we are talking about a 4-6 feet rise by the end of the century, this will not be a new
fixed sea level. This level will be a point during a continued acceleration of sea level rise because
of continuing acceleration of ice melt. If we encounter a five feet increase at the end of the century,
sea level will be rising at a foot per decade.

There is currently a very aggressive building boom underway in south Florida (i.e., on the barrier
islands and throughout downtown and in the low western areas bordering the Everglades,
presently 230 new condominiums are under construction in Miami-Dade County). South Florida
is building without considering the viability of construction or challenge of maintaining a low
coastal infrastructure anywhere with that level of sea level increase. There are already areas that
willibe unlivable and properties that will be unsellable within a 30-year mortgage cycle.

Scientific opportunities and challenges

Several recent papers, including one from the National Research Council, have pointed out that
we now have greenhouse gas levels sufficient to cause a 79-foot sea level rise. Our recorded
history does not have direct observations as to how fast destabilized ice sheet sectors can
disintegrate. Indications from the past and the present are that pulses of sea level rise happen
very fast (e.g. 3-30 feet per century).
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Even with the current projection of 6.6 feet in sea level rise by the end of the century, it is beyond
sobering to consider the risk in the present investments. With a further two feet of sea level rise
(possibly before 2048) most of the barrier islands (of south Florida and the world) will became
abandoned and the people relocated; at the same time low areas (e.g., Sweetwater and Hialeah
bordering the Everglades) will become flooded more frequently and therefore become
increasingly difficult places to live. Citizens in these areas will lose their freshwater resources, be
living in a community with a failing and disconnected infrastructure, and be at increasing risk from
catastrophic storm surges, flooding from hurricanes, and failing sewage treatment plants.

Many renowned scientists have concluded that global sea level may rise 15-30 feet by the end of
the century. However, communities should begin planning using the 2012 NOAA projections for
planning (4.1-6.6 feet by 2100). With that, they will quickly realize that very serious problems will
be occurring very soon. With accelerating sea levels projected through this century and beyond,
there is a need to refocus on realistic plans to maintain community stability during relocation and
environmental quality during inundation. South Florida cannot consider the option of living below
sea level with levees and dikes because the limestone and sand substrate is much too porous
and permeable. With this planning using the NOAA projections, it will be easy to adapt them to
higher and faster rates of sea level rise.

Policy issues
e Counties must aggressively and transparently plan for their future — integrating high-
resolution elevation, storm surge, flood risk, and infrastructure elevation maps to
determine the timing, costs and economic feasibility for maintaining a functional
infrastructure, viable insurance, and human health and safety.

e Maps need to be produced for each six inches of sea level rise. With these, intelligent
planning can be done to determine what areas and infrastructures are currently at
unacceptable risk, and at what thresholds and costs infrastructure will have to be modified
to maintain functionality and acceptable risk. These maps can also determine
infrastructure services that will have to be discontinued from certain sectors because of
unacceptable risk or cost.

e We must act within the framework of the reality before us. As there is little possibility that
these sea level rise projections will diminish, it is imperative to:

(a) Terminate long-term, infrastructure-intensive development of barrier islands and low-lying
coastlines.

(b) Divert public money from hard or soft shore-protection measures into funds to be used for
relocation assistance, cleaning low-lying polluted lands, and removing storm-damaged
development and infrastructure.

(c) Establish firm sea-level-rise thresholds for termination of infrastructure services and for
permission to rebuild following storm destruction.

(d) Establish pre-planned sea-level-rise thresholds that stage insurance withdrawal through
cooperative public-private agreements.

(e) Implement the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact, which has some
1,200 action items to help insure the stability of affected individuals and communities.

() Initiate intensive education for the affected public.

Without planning, there will come a point where society and civilization as we know it will collapse

into chaos. We can only prevent this scenario with serious planning and effort. Our children and
future civilization deserve much better than we are presently doing.
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Over 93% of the human-induced global warming heat has been transferred to and is
accumulating in the oceans. This is what is making slowing and reversal of future warming and
sea level rise so difficult to impossible. How to you cool a warmed ocean? (Graph from NOAA).
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Sea Level Rise: What’s Your Role?
Friday, June 3, 2016 — 1:15 - 4:45 p.m.

Welcome Mr. Brady Smith, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council

Hon. Deborah Kynes, Commissioner, City of Dunedin &
Vice Chair, Institute for Strategic Policy Solutions Board of Directors

Mr. Paul Matthews, Office of Congressman David W. Jolly

Message from Congressman Jolly

Who Is Here Today? & What’s Our Next Move?
Rev. Dr. Russell Meyer

Our Economy Hon. Bob Minning, Mayor, City of Treasure Island

Our Environment Ms. Kelli Hammer Levy
Division Director, Pinellas County Environmental Management

Video: Ahead of the Tides — Managing the Beaches
Questions to be Addressed Dr. Claire Stiles

Discussion Question #1

Discussion Question #2

Break

Video: Sink or Swim? Kids Get It! Introduced by Mr. Dick Jacobs
AjamiSCariSce Egwa
Dnscussion Question #3

Community, Economy & Environment Group Reports

Community Conversation Rev. Dr. Russell Meyer

Next Steps Ms. Jacqulyn Schuett, Program Coordinator
Institute for Strategic Policy Solutions

Adjourn
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Thank you to the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council

and to members of today’s program planning team.



There is an old Indiana farm story that makes an appropriate point to my presentation.
I’d loved to tell it, but, probably, won’t have the time. So, here goes. The real names
have been changed to protect the Indiana farmers.

Farmer Justice unfortunately had his only mule die right at the beginning of planting
season. Desperate for help, he went next door to his old time friend farmer Long and told
her of his plight. She said, “I have an extra mule I’ll sell you and he will work his tail off
for you”. “Great”, replied farmer Justice. “Just one thing”, said farmer Long, “You
must, at all times, treat the mule with kindness. Never, ever mistreat him, or he’ll quit
working”. “No problem”, said farmer Justice.

Farmer Justice took the mule home and for a week feed him the best grain, gave him
plenty of water, fresh straw for bedding and even piped in some soft music to the stall.

On Monday, Farmer Justice hitched up the mule, went around to his head, told him what
a fine looking mule he was, and patted him on the neck. Then, picked up the reins and
said, “Giddy up”. The mule sat down. Thinking he had made a mistake, Farmer Justice
went back in front of the mule stroked him again, rubbed him between the ears and even
gave him a kiss on the nose”. Again, farmer Justice picked up the reins and gave the
command to go. This time the mule laid down completely.

Now farmer Justice is getting a little angry. He went to Farmer Long told her what was
happening and complained, “I think you sold me a lemon. I think you lied to me”. “Oh
no”, replied Farmer Long “You’re doing all the right things, except one. Let me show
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They went back to the mule. Farmer Long saw a limb about the size of a baseball bat on
the ground. She picked up the limb, went to the mule, and hauled off and struck the mule

right between the eyes. The mule let out groan, jumped to his feet and began straining at
the harness.

“Wait a minute”, said farmer Justice, “You said I was to always be kind to the him, and
never mistreat him and then you hit him between the eyes”.

Farmer long smiled and said, “That’s right, but first, you have to get his attention”.
So, I hope without hitting you between the eyes I got your attention on, what I believe to

be, the most important issue facing you-Climate Change. Let’s get busy and, at least,
mitigate against its damages.



