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"Congress shall m : ke no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit the free 
exercise "thereo '. ' 
The ree exercise " ,hereo 'clause not as being "Therein" of this constitution. But "Thereof' 
birthed as a water! urisdiction under the 14th Amendment, in support of giving rise to 
Hamilton's 2"d Co ,. titution "thereof', based on water. {An exercise) "thereof' Seen as the 
Separation of Chu ' hand State. And now, "thereof' to include the separation of Church and 
jurisdiction over ,, er, seen as the literal owing of Religious Convictions in the Reclaimed 
Water "Variance I plication. Taking liberty, property and life in the 14th Amendment. As 
Based on Thomas 

I 
fferson's Religious Freedom to Depart from Almighty God. 

'II 

In hindsight, The' , ree exercise "thereof' clause of the 1st Amendment, as based on Thomas 
Jefferson's Religio , s Freedom to Depart from Almighty God, taking liberty, property and life, 
in the 14th Amend ent, birthed as a water jurisdiction, seen as the literal owing of religious 
convictions in the eclaimed water "Variance" is "in actuality'' the vanquishing of 
Christianity! 
The 1st Amendme~ , as revealed in this light, as backlit, in variance, as applied "in actuality'' is 
in total dis-respecf , of Almighty God. And, is in total dis-respect of the Establishment of the 
Religion of Christi ity. 
The 1st Amendmen , Free Exercise "thereof' clause is an act of Blasphemy against the 
establishment oft religion of Christianity; Birthed as a water Jurisdiction "thereof' under 
the 14th Amendm t. 

Furthermore, the I rida State Constitution Article 1 section 3 does not prohibit sectarian 
institutions from e ercising themselves as public agencies "thereof' (freely) practicing in the 

I 

dissolution and disi respect of Christianity. 

As clearly stated i the reclaimed water "Variance" application. . 
The turning off of y essential water access, over my refusal to pay for the Ad Hoc retlaimed 
water "Availabillit fee" (twice) is a violation of my Human right to religion. 
And is in violation,; gainst the establishment, of Home Rule Charter section 2.02{e) which 
pursues the prate ' ion of Human rights from discrimination based on Religion. · 

"And (soon) the su. tlety of a pin drop will be heard by all". 
I 

i. ! 
'I ' 
I 



Pinellas County Home Rule Charter 

( c) [Pu(Jj~roperty.] Proper use of public property belonging to Pinellas 
County~ ernment. 

(d) [Public records.] FuH access to public records and proceedings of Pinellas 7 
County government. ' s>'m.et11, 
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rO\LLSI s ursuant ~ 

f der I law, for protection 6 an n m discrimination ) 
""ll~~il!!lji~l=!ii:;ii;;, ~,o~~political affiliation, race, colo·r, age, sex, or nationa origin 

ns'uring equal rights a-i:id opportunities for all people of 

(f) Protection of consumer rights. The county shall establish provisions for the 
protection of consumers. 51:>~f h/ ~ \l,l\'tt 

Sec. 2.03. Exercise of powers. 

All powers of the county shall be exercised in ac rdan~::.w+tn-:m+.s-cn 
Charter contains no provision for execution then o clinan 
the board of county commissioners. 
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First Amendment I Constitution I US Law I LIT I Legal Information Institute 
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Cornell Law School 

U.S. Constitution > Fi rst Ame ndment 

First Amendment 
The First Amendment guarantees freedoms concerning religion , expression , assembly, and the 

right to petition . It forbids Congress from both promoting one re ligion over others and also 

restricting an individual's religious practices . It guarantees freedom of expression by prohibiting 

Congress from restricting the press or the rights of individuals to speak free ly. It also guarantees 

the right of citizens to assemble peaceably and to petition their government. 

Learn more .. . 
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(Congres§) all make no lav(respectin~ n establishment of religion , or prohibiting the ree exerci e 

ereo or abridging the freedom of speech , or o the press or the right of the people peaceably to 

and to petition the government for a redres 

Establishment Clause 

Lee v. Weisman (1992) 

Van Orden v. Perry (2005) 

Free Exercise Clause 

Free Exercise Clause 

State Action Requirement 

Free Speech 

Forums 

Captive Audience 

Prior Restraint 

Libel 

Slander 

Defamation 

of grievances. 
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https ://www.law.cornell .edu/constitution/fi rst_amendment 7/13/2018 
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Clearwater, FL 33756 
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Preface Ii v,J 
Mr. Chairman, to be clear and in my opinion, the following inquiry/overview is presented to inform.tis NOT about 

me, rather about WE, and together we can and should address this for the *greater godd. 
•greater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

-1;. t~\\~ i ~ 
\\t \(€ iJ Verbal (Draft subjec~~;:~~~:!::t::;:~t:~n .~I.:~~.: ~}°,~8 b;:;r::.::t•llas BCC/by Norm 

3-min time allowance ... so in summary. 
@ ~ Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

)"' Mr. Chairman. I am here today to inquiry, in regards to FS 125.0104 aka the TDT Tourist 
Development tax 1/.,.... 

As to the current status that you, my elected BCC members may have, to includ~unty 
Attorney/Mr. Woodward c::i.y bi111Q as to any updates from Tallahassee as to 
addressing/amending this FS ...... *to allow this or any other of the 66 counties to be allowed 
to 'waive' the TDT for a period of time, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came to Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
the TDT with Irma last year? 

)"' This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many citizens 
having to comply an evacuation order and many others finding shelter at a Pinellas area 
hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TDT. That said, why would an evacuee or others 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocate for essentials, be recognized as a Tourist or 
having a StayVacation. 

~ Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 

Dave Eggers, of the Un fairness of having to pay the 6% TDT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 
a hotel/motel in Pinellas county that had shelter and other essentials such as water, 
electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 

)"" As I am unaware of the current status, I am hoping you can provide an update after 
many months have placed while now in another Hurricane season, as to and if 
Tallahassee has or will be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TDT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and that we all can work together on this correction without 
delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior to this meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking information as to what the state is doing, or planning on doing, in this regard to revisit this FS as suggested. 

FYI : FL. House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 79?-2810 if the county would like to call and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address this 
ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 
. July 17, 2018 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject : 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this, near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

=================================================================================== 

:-,up.,://pinellas.legista;·.com/:·J~Cetaii.aspx?iD=572831&GUID=797~J:..6AD-E7Fl-4813-8E70-
2: 1 :i.?4-4BL!51:!.&Cptions=info&Search 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location : 

Board of County Commissioners 

7/17f2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status: 

Minutes status: 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 

. .,.. 
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~~~ ~b: Comment at the BCC:
1
::::::~:·;:~::::.~::::!;;t~~;s 

i
i::' -0l 

}J'i- ~/ ::~ f~o 
~ ~: Norm Lupo speaking for my family- Clearwater FL 3761. ;:,;w .. iupr&'Jlot,m;~com 

~1 

Good Moring Mr. Chairman/Commissioners: 

Norm Lupo - Clearwater speaking on behalf of my family 

Mr. Chairman. 

I stand before you and the other commissioner today with a question that has yet been 

conveyed to me, as to a update or determination, and unaware if that has been offered to the 

press. 

My I begin with a preface and overview. 

What sparked me to speak today was in reading the comments by Comm Dave Eggers as seen 

on pg. 2 of a paper called Community News dated July 2018 which the excerpt said, In closing t 
ask you to develop a further understand stand of the "Bed Tax" collected on hotel rooms ... . and 

so on. 

Mr. Chairman, for the record, I for one am very informed on the "Bed Tax" which is now 6% in 

Pinellas aka FS 125.0104 being the TOT Tourist development tax while knowing of what is 

expressed under Sec, (S) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE-

To get to the point of my being here is a ongoing inquiry to the county, which I first brought to 

the attention of Comm Eggers last year post Irma, which thankfully got his attention and 

interest, and in recollection think he asked our good county attorney to seek information as to 

and if our or the other 66 county's statewide can 'waive' have/invoke a temporary suspension 

of the TDTax, in regards to my family, and to include other citizens_ who were told to find a safer 

location(s) see news link being: 

~ i .... -. ..:~ ~- .-.- -- .- ·- = ~::~ .. ::-r: .... ~ ~:- .-, ":".-;-... ::-. ::i-,. ~,~,! __ ·. ~:·_-_;._ ~--'· "",:· ·_::-__ ,1·,._-,-_ i:-_c, 1._·~~-, ,i~--- -.~::_,·:. _Ji·.·-. ',,._r.._ •. -1_ . __ ., .::-·f · . ..i:.·!'·~~.:-.. :-;··t .. ,::,,~<·.-:··: .. ~.:·.:.?.~!.!(.,._;_ - ... · ·• . · , __ . ~°" · 

Pinellas County ordered its first evacuations on Thursday as Hurricane Irma 
continued its march to Florida. · 
Officials ordered everyone who lives in low-lying areas or mobile homes to 
evacuate. Access to beach communities will be restricted starting at 10 a.m. 

ref0 ·gee 
NOUN 
refugees (plural noun) . 

1. a person who has been forced to leave their.country in order to escape war, persecution, or naturaL 

disaster. 



htr,2jjwww.ieg.s·i:ai:e.fl.us/Statutes/inde)Lcftn/Ch0560/index.cfr,1?App rc,ode:::Dis::ilciv Statu,:2&Se2,·ch 
St:ring=-StURL=0100-0199/0'J.2S/Sect ions/0125.0104J 1tm! 

From: Norman L - Con-espond2nt 

Subject: Tourist Development FAQs - pinellas county tax 

~1tps:/i ta:-~col !ect.cmn/tourist-develop§!€nt-fag§L 

------- -. - ·--add e n-d u-111----. 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

-------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Related. 

)- Other info/news for your consideration/ the definition of refugee 
... a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
disaster. 

ht2~" :/ I'! n1v·~-! ~ ~~ :·;·~. :,~c:c~r~~~~·?:~~ ,.· .. :. r~n ~r~/o~jnj onie:,~,; .. t;d .,. ~1 ~i r :~i cG ·17c; ... 1"~a ~~~a ... r; ue rt;l-rh~o-r~;f ucw~:;,,~-~h ~:. ;;sinr1.:: 
2n·i ~;~·~ ·~u:·\.;:,~c;rv J:1;:rni 

1. :..LV~Lti1~~ere El.§..e to Go'~t~J'S .ClosingjQ_ ... 
www .9overn in g. com/ .. ./tn s-fem a-florida-puerto-rico-refugees. htm I 
Apr 20, 2018 · "At a minimum, the deadline for TSA (Transitional Shelter Assistance) should coincide with 
the end of the school year for mainland states," tile lawmakers wrote. "After Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island, more than 10,000 students from Puerto Rico enrolled in Florida schools. 

2. F~oridal_a·wmakers s~k__filg for Pugg:mJ!i!;.e!lJrefugees~~ 
https://nsfblogs.com/2018/04/18/florida-lawmakers-seel<-aid-for ... 
The Florida lawmakers sent a letter today to FEMA Administrator Brock Long and Puerto Rico Gov. 
Ricardo Rossell6, after FEMA officials told federal lawmakers they plan t-o cut off Transitional Shelter 
Assistance, or TSA, to more than 1,600 refugees - including 600 in Florida - as soon as Friday. 

Sidebar 
State Rep Sprowls. If not knowing can you find out? 
Do these refugees that had to move to Florida be it living in a hotel or motel have to pay the FL TOT? Or 
did FEMA have to? Please advise 

• Once again, I do not think citizens during or facing the effects an weather emergency should be 
considered a 'Tourist' nor should have to be burdened with the FL TDT ... how about you? 

)Nhat you say. 
Respectfully your constituent - the family of 
hormlupo@out look.com · 



. . , _ Preface t't,,viJ 
Mr. Chairman, to be clear and in my opinion, the following inquiry/overview is presented to inform. is NOT about 

I~ me, rather about WE, and together we can and should address this for the * greater goo'cl. 
*greater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

@ ► 

e presentation of July 17, 2018 before the Pinellas BCC/by Norm 

upo-Clearwater FL/ no•T'1liliY::'.2:0:r;:\oc,\.r_0ri, 727 238-8873 

3-min time allowance ... so in summary. 
Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

o ► Mr. Chairman. I am here today to inquiry, in regards to FS 125.0104 aka the TOT Tourist 
Development tax I. e 

As to the current status that you, my elected BCC members may have, to include./~ounty 
Attorney/Mr. Woodward roay Re'lre as to any updates from Tallahassee as to 
addressing/amending th is FS ...... *to allow t his or any ot her of the 66 counties to be allowed 
to 'waive' the TOT for a period of time, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came to Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
t he TOT with Irma last year? 

► This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many citizens 
having to comply an evacuation order and many others finding shelter at a Pinellas area 
hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TOT. That said, why would an evacuee or ot hers 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocate for essentials, be recognized as a Tourist or 
having a StayVacation. 

► Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 

Dave Eggers, of the Unfairness of having to pay the 6% TDT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 
a hotel/motel in Pinellas county that had shelter and other essentials such as water, 
electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 

-,► As I am unaware of the current status, I am hoping you can provide an update after 
many months have placed while now'in another Hurricanes~ as to and if 
Tallahassee has or will be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TOT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and t hat we all can work t ogether on t his correction without 

delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior to this meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking information as to what the state is doing, or planning on doing, in this regard to revisit this FS as suggested. 

>) 

FYI: FL. House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 79, -2810 if the county would like to call and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address th is 

ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 
, July 17, 2018 , 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this, near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

===----------

https://pine!!as.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?!D=572831&GUID=797P.A6AD-E7F1-4813-8E70-

2': 1194484511 &Options=info&\Search 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting locat ion: 

Board of County Commissioners 

7/17/2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 
--------------------------------------------------------------

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status: 

Minutes status: 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 



i :J1 ~MhNvet addendum 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

Public Comment at the BCCC Meeting dated July 17, 2018 
Norm Lupo speaking for my family-Clearwater FL 3761. no rrnlu po@ hotmail.corn 

Good Moring Mr. Chairman/Commissioners: 

Norm Lupo - Clearwater speaking on behalf of my family 

Mr. Chairman. 

I stand before you and the other commissioner today with a question that has yet been 

conveyed to me, as to a update or determination, and unaware if that has been offered to the 
press. 

My I begin with a preface and overview. 

What sparked me to speak today was in reading the comments by Comm Dave Eggers as seen 

on pg. 2 of a paper called Community News dated July 2018 which the excerpt said, In closing I 
ask you to develop a further understand stand of the "Bed Tax" collected on hotel rooms ... . and 

so on. 

Mr. Chairman, for the record, I for one am very informed on the "Bed Tax" which is now 6% in 
Pinellas aka FS 125.0104 being the TDT Tourist development tax while knowing of what is 

expressed under Sec, (5) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE-

To get to the point of my being here is a ongoing inquiry to the county, which I first brought to 

the attention of Comm Eggers last year post Irma, which thankfully got his attention and 

interest, and in recollection think he asked our good county attorney to seek information as to 
and if our or the other 66 county's statewide can 'waive' have/invoke a temporary suspension 

of the TDTax, in regards to my family, and to include other citizens who were told to find a safer 

location(s) see news link being: 

h~·--[1) ' I !\N'J ' \f\i ., . . ., ,~,., 'Oa 1oav ~o:~-1/n-\f\'C./ nud-- ! :cs :::,.f.oi'\1 /ni nr.:>1' l- , -1~n· 1· ,,,:•\/··(1'·0.'r.:i re -} l .... !'..I • I l u .. V • LO. I I ~ : ~ t, l t e ' _. f...' . ~.,} f § ,, ._i I ._ .. .. j , ..... , • l - ta.... ~· .J l t l ,, • ,. ' . 1 - .,.,; 

rnandatonr-evacuations-for-- mobile-home-resldent~ 2336.5 97 

lJ1_3·0l.r-::t;cd. ~ i:e~·::·.:~ . .sr~)l)(2r· 8,: ~!tJ:L7 2.t 1)L}~5,8- /ilv'J[ 
".'1-1 ~ 

:t:~:C,[2fT;:~ r~ 
Pinellas County ordered its first evacuations on Thursday as Hurricane Irma 
continued its march to Florida. 
Officials ordered everyone who lives in low-lying areas or mobile homes to 
evacuate. Access to beach communities will be restricted starting at 10 a.m. 

ref·u·gee 
NOUN 
refugees (plural noun) 

1. a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or naturaL 
disaster. 



http://www. leg.state. fl. us/Statutes/index.cfm/Ch0560/index.cfm? App mode= Display Statute&Search 
String=&URl=Ol00-0199/0125/Sections/0125.0104.html 

From: Norman l - Correspondent 

Subject: Tourist Development FAQs - pinellas county tax 

https ://taxcol lect. com/tourist-development-fags/ 

addendum -
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Related. 

► Other info/news for your consideration/ the definition of refugee 
... a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
disaster. 

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/os-ed-hurricane-maria-puerto-rico-refugees-housing-
20171102-story.html 

1. 'We Have Nowhere Else to Go': Shelters Closin& to ... 
www ._governing. com/ .. ./tn s-fem a-florida-puerto-rico-refugees. htm 1. 

Apr 20, 2018 · "At a minimum, the deadline for TSA (Transitional Shelter Assistance) should coincide with 
the end of the school year for mainland states," the lawmakers wrote. "After Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island, more than 10,000 students from Puerto Rico enrolled in Florida schools . 

2. Florida lawmakers seek aid for Puerto Rican refugees..:.:.:. 
https://nsfblogs.com/2018/04/1.8/florida-lawmakers-seek-aid-for ... 
The Florida lawmakers sent a letter today to FEMA Administrator Brock long and Puerto Rico Gov. 
Ricardo Rossell6, after FEMA officials told federal lawmakers they plan to cut off Transitional Shelter 
Assistance, or TSA, to more than 1,600 refugees - including 600 in Florida - as soon as Friday. 

Sidebar 
State Rep Sprowls. If not knowing can you find out? 
Do these refugees that had to move to Florida be it living in a hotel or motel have to pay the Fl TDT? Or 
did FEMA have to? Please advise 

• Once again, I do not think citizens during or facing the effects an weather emergency should be 
considered a 'Tourist' nor should have to be burdened with the Fl TDT...how about you? 

What you say. 
Respectfully your constituent - the family of 
normlupo@outlook.com 



--- --- .. 

, . . . . . Preface 1~ vi) 
Mr. Chairman, to be clear and m my opinion, the following inquiry/overview is presented to inform_tis NOT about 

me, rather about WE, and together we can and should address this for the *greater goo . 
*greater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

~ O v) 
1 

~~r~ft subject to change) presentation of July 17, 2018 before the Pinellas BCC/by Norm 
Lupo-Clearwater FL/ ,,o~rn!u_;•,;f~o:,-;:ht~<.cr:-:, 727 238-8873 

3-min time allowance ... so in summary. 
@ ► Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

► Mr. Chairman. I am here today to inquiry, in regards to FS 125.0104 aka the TDT Tourist 
Development tax J, e 

As to the current status that you, my elected BCC members may have, to include1County 
Attorney/Mr. Woodward~ as to any updates from Tallahassee as to 
addressing/amending this FS ...... *to allow this or any other of the 66 counties to be allowed 
to 'waive' the TDT for a period of time, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came to Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
the TDT with Irma last year? 

► This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many citizens 
having to comply an evacuation order and many others finding shelter at a Pinellas area 
hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TOT. That said, why would an evacuee or others 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocate for essentials, be recognized as a Tourist or 
having a StayVacation. 

► Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 

Dave Eggers, of the Unfairness of having to pay the 6% TDT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 
a hotel/motel in Pinellas county that had shelter and other essentials such as water, 
electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 
► As I am unaware of the current status, I am hoping you can provide an update after 

many months have placed while now in another Hurricane season, as to and if 
Tallahassee has or will be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TOT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and that we all can work together on this correction without 
delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior to this meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking information as to what the state is doing, or planning on doing, in this regard to revisit this FS as suggested. 

"' FYI: FL. House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 791--2810 if the county would like to cal l and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address this 
ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 
July 17, 2018 _ 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) -

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this, near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

=================================================================================== 

https://pine!las.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?lD=572831&GUID=797/1.A6AD-E7F1-4813-8E70-
2111944B451l&.Options=lnfo8tSearch 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location: 

Board of County Commissioners 

7/17/2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 

bt:J:?i) /wv.Jw .pine l l as~pu njy .org /budizet/GeneralOrgCha 1ydf 

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status : 

Minutes status : 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------- ---- - -----------

addendum 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

Public Comment at the BCCC Meeting dated July 17, 2018 
Norm Lupo speaking for my family- Clearwater FL 3761. nc)1..-niupo@hr.ri:rria ~!. co rn 

Good Moring Mr. Chairman/Commissioners: 

Norm Lupo - Clearwater speaking on behalf of my family 

Mr. Chairman. 

I stand before you and the other commissioner today with a question that has yet been 

conveyed to me, as to a update or determination, and unaware if that has been offered to the 
press. 

My I begin with a preface and overview. 

What sparked me to speak today was in reading the comments by Comm Dave Eggers as seen 

on pg. 2 of a paper called Community News dated July 2018 which the excerpt said, In closing I 
ask you to develop a further understand stand of the "Bed Tax" collected on hotel rooms ... . and 

I 
so on. 

Mr. Chairman, for the record, I for one am very informed on the "Bed Tax" which is now 6% in 

Pinellas aka FS 125.0104 being the TDT Tourist development tax while knowing of what is 

expressed under Sec, (5} AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE-

To get to the point of my being here is a ongoing inquiry to the county, which I first brought to 

the attention of Comm Eggers last year post Irma, which thankfully got his attention and 

interest, and in recollection think he asked our good county attorney to seek information as to 

and if our or the other 66 county's statewide can 'waive' have/invoke a temporary suspension 

of the TDTax, in regards to my family, and to include other citizens_ who were told to find a safer 

location(s} see news link being: 

Pinellas County ordered its first evacuations on Thursday as Hurricane Irma 
continued its march to Florida. 
Officials ordered everyone who lives in low-lying areas or mobile homes to 
evacuate. Access to beach communities will be restricted starting at 10 a.m. 

ref0 u•ge~ 
NOUN 
refugees (plural noun) # 

1. a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or naturaL 
disaster. 

I 
I 

CZ 



ht(g_j_/wv11,v .ieg.s•i:ate. fl. us/St:::itutes/index,cfrn/Ch0560/index.dn;? APP rr,ode0~rns::i!av Statut2!?t5ea.-ch 
S~l'ing~8tURL=OJ.00-0199/0:125/Sectlons/0125.01QiJ .. htm! 

. 1 

Ftiom: f\lorrnan L - Correspondent 

Subject: Tourist Development FAQs - pinellas county tax 

-------- ·- ------- -------addend u-m-----
b!:~os:/itm:col1ect.comitouiisl-deveiopm~G.,1;:faqs/ 

to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 
for your information and consideration 

=================================================-=-==:==-=------====== 

Related. 

► Other info/news for your consideration/ the definition of refugee 
.. . a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
d

1

isaster. 

1 . .:..t'V{; ¥:!~~{i!J'Whe;r_g Eis~t,~:rs .ClosingJQ ... 
vrww .,governing . com/ .. ./tns-fema-florida-puerto-rico-refugees. html 
'1pr 20 , 2018 · "At a minimum, the deadline for TSA (Transitional Shelter Assistance) should coincide with 
tpe end of the school year for mainland states," the lawmakers wrote. "After Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island, more than 10,000 students from Puerto Rico enrolled in Florida schools. 

2. Florida liU~~fu.r eY.e.~tQJU~n,refugee§~~ 
https://nsfblogs .com/2018/04/18/florida-lawmakers-seek-aid-for ... 
The Florida lawmakers sent a letter today to FEMA Administrator Brock Long and Puerto Rico Gov. 
~ icardo Rossel l6, after FEMA officials told federal lawmakers they plan to cut off Transitional Shelter 
Assistance, or TSA, to more than 1,600 refugees - including 600 in Florida - as soon as Friday. 

Sidebar 
I 
State Rep Sprowls. If not knowing can you find out? 
I 

Do these refugees that had to move to Florida be it living in a hotel or motel have to pay the FL TOT? Or 
f id FEMA have to? Please advise 

• Once again, I do not think citizens during or facing the effects an weather emergency should be 
considered a 'Tourist' nor should have to be burdened with the FL TDT ... how about you? 

1/'Jhat you say. 
~espectfully your constituent - the family of 
hormlupo@outlook.com · 



I 

, . , _ _ _ Preface f,¼ .,I) 
Mr. Chairman, to be clear and m my opm1on, t he following inquiry/overview is presented to inform_

1
is NOT about 

me, rather about WE, and together we can and should address this for the *greater go~\:i. 
*greater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

Y"'v( 1,rr,, ~ 
~ 1 Verbal (Draft subject to change) presentat ion of July 17, 2018 before the Pinellas BCC/by Norm 

Lupo-Clearwater FL/ nc,·m!ci;,·.~~@:m,·;:k,t,1,.cg,·;: 727 238-8873 

3-min time al lowance ... so in summa ry. 
@ ► Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

► Mr. Chairman. I am here today to inquiry, in regards to FS 125.0104 aka the TOT Tourist 
Development tax .\. t, 

As t o t he current status t hat you, my elected BCC members may have, to includitounty 
Attorney/Mr. Woodward~ t o any updates from Tallahassee as to 
addressing/amending t his FS ...... *to allow t his or any ot her of the 66 counties to be allowed 
to 'waive' the TOT for a period of time, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came to Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
t he TOT with Irma last year? 

► This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many cit izens 
having to comply an evacuation order and many others finding shelter at a Pinellas area 
hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TOT. That said, why would an evacuee or others 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocat e for essentials, be recognized as a Tou rist or 
having a StayVacation. 

► Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 

Dave Eggers, of the U ntairness of having to pay t he 6% TOT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 
a hotel/motel in Pinellas county t hat had shelter and other essentials such as water, 
electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 
► As I am unaware of t he current st at us, I am hoping you can provide an update after 

many months have placed while now in another Hurricane season, as t o and if 
Tallahassee has or w ill be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TOT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and that we all can work t oget her on t his correction without 
delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior to this meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking information as to what the state is doing, or planning on doing, in this regard to revisit this FS as suggested. 

FYI: FL. House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 79?-2810 if the county would like to call and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address th is 
ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 
July 17, 2018 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this I near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

====-============================================================================== 

https://pine!las.legistar.com/1'11eetingDetail.aspx?ID=572831&GUID=797AA6AD-E7F1-4813-8E70-
2~ 11944B4511 &Cptions=lnfo&Search 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location : 

Board of County Commissioners 

7/17f2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status : 

Minutes status: 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 

---------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------



. ---- ·-- - ------ --------

addendum 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

Public Comment at the BCCC Meeting dated July 17, 2018 
Norm Lupo speaking for my family- Clearwater FL 3761. norrn 1upo@Jlotrria;! .corn 

Good Moring Mr. Chairman/Commissioners: 

Norm Lupo - Clearwater speaking on behalf of my family 

Mr. Chairman. 

·· l···- ·------ -•- · ·· · ---•---·--····- -•--
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I stand before you and the other commissioner today with a question that has yet been 

conveyed to me, as to a update or determination, and unaware if that has been offered to the 

press. 

My I begin with a preface and overview. 

What sparked me to speak today was in reading the comments by Comm Dave Eggers as seen 

on pg. 2 of a paper called Community News dated July 2018 which the excerpt said, In c/osi~g I 
I 

ask you to develop a further understand stand of the "Bed Tax" collected on hotel rooms ... . and 
. I 

so on. 

' 
Mr. Chairman, for the record, I for one am very informed on the "Bed Tax" which is now 6% in 

Pinellas aka FS 125.0104 being the TDT Tourist development tax while knowing of what is \ 

expressed under Sec, (5) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE-

To get to the point of my being here is a ongoing inquiry to the county, which I first brought to 

the attention of Comm Eggers last year post Irma, which thankfully got his attention and 

interest, and in recollection think he asked our good county attorney to seek information as ~o 

and if our or the other 66 county's statewide can 'waive' have/invoke a temporary suspension 

of the TDTax, in regards to my family, and to include other citizens who were told to find a sa'fer 
• I 

location{s) see news link being: 

Pinellas County ordered its first evacuations on Thursday as Hurricane Irma 1 

continued its march to Florida. · 
Officials ordered everyone who lives in low-lying areas or mobile homes to 
evacuate. Access to beach communities will be restricted starting at 10 a.m. 

ref0 u•gee 
NOUN 
refugees (plural noun) 

1. a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natur@b 
disaster. 
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Subject: Tourist Development FAQs - pinellas county tax 
I to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

Htos:/itaxcolied.con1itouris1_-deveioprrient:::fags/ for your information and consideration 

=L===================================================- - ============== 

Related. 

► Other info/news for your consideration/ the definition of refugee 
.• 1. a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
d:isaster. 

I 

1. 
1~!\L~Jla-£e !~O~f~~:~a~s toJiQ~~he~te:ra...ClQ~~ 
J.Jww .,governing. com/ .. ./tn s-fem a-florida-pue rto-rico-refug ees. htm I 
4 pr 20, 2018 · "At a minimum, the deadline for TSA (Transitional Shelter Assistance) should coincide with 
tpe end of the school year for mainland states," the lawmakers wrote. "After Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island, more tt1an 10,000 students from Puerto Rico enrolled in Florida schools. 

2 ira - 1{<~,r] ii · - .~~.,,,. >,,· ck t""/' ea41 JC .r,..-::,.1f»N .1."l. t!'"'.-.t: ~>H'"';; • 1 ..,fv.~ I 

• .iii r. O l!. K i!J~a~~~-m¥J.~! O a -LM-fil'°J:.S!Jil~J: e 11. ll.1,15 e es~~ 
littps://nsfblogs.com/2018/04/1.8/florida-lawmakers-seek-aid-for ... 
"fhe Florida lawmakers sent a letter today to FEMA Administrator Brock Long and Puerto Rico Gov. 
~ icardo Rosse 116 , after FEMA officials told federal lawmakers they plan to cut off Transitional Shelter 
Assistance , or TSA, to more than 1,600 refugees - including 600 in Florida - as soon as Friday. 

Sidebar 
State Rep Sprowls. If not knowing can you find out? 
I 
E>o these refugees that had to move to Florida be it living in a hotel or motel have to pay the FL TOT? Or 

did FEMA have to? Please advise 

I 9 Once again, I do not think citizens during or facing the effects an weather emergency should be 
considered a 'Tourist' nor should have to be burdened with the FL TDT ... how about you? 

1/Vhat you say. 
Respectfully your constituent - the family of 
hormiupo@outlook.com 
I 



1°/ fqq•1LJ 
r From: Norman L - Correspondent 

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 6:05 PM 
Subject: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Commissioner: (S) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this, near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3 When and why did this occur? 

,e)oo you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 
beginning of the BCC meeting? 

https ://pi nellas. legistar .com/MeetingDetail .aspx ?I D=S 7283 l&G U ID= 797 AA6AD-E7Fl -4813-8E70-

2111944B451 l&Options=i nfo&Search 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location: 

Board of County Commissioners 

7/17/2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 

https:ljwww.pinellascounty.org/budget/GeneralOrgChart.pdf 

tionalCha 

Sidebar with 5th question: 

Agenda status: 

Minutes status: 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of J.l:IJY..P,.~Q;l,_?. 
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I commissioner's corner 

Get Involved With 
Your Local Government 
by Dave Eggers 
Pin~llas County Commissioner 

County government 
works best when local 
residents are involved and 
active. There is a multi­
tude of ways to engage 
your voice and become 
involved with your county 
government. 

Become involved with 
your Homeowner's Associ­

ation or with the Council of North County Neighbor­
hoods. The latter is c1. group that works to improve 
the quality of life in communities of northern 
Pinellas County, meets monthly, and oftentimes has 
a guest speaker on relevant North County issues. 
The group represents several homeowners asso­
ciations in North County and has regular direct · 
dialog with the county commissioners. To get more 
information about the Council of North County 
Neighporhoods, visit www.cncnpc.ory. 

Another way to become involved with Pinellas 
County is to serve on one of the county boards. 
County commissioners value volunteers with inter­
est and/or experience who take their time to partic­
ipate in their government. The Commission makes 
appointments to boards, councils and committees 
throughout the year. To get a list of the boards, visit 
www.pinellascounty.ory / boards. 

Another way for you to become involved with 
local government is to attend a Board of County 
Commissioners meeting to have an opportunity 
to speak with all seven commissioners. You can 
speak on specific issues or take three minutes and 
speak to the Commission about any issue of inter­
est to you. 

Regular commission meetings are held twice a 
month, usually but not always, on the first and third 
Tuesdays. The earlier meeting in the month begins 
at 9:30am. The second meeting in the month is held 
in two parts. Thi~ meeting begins at 2pm with pub­
lic comment and discussion of agenda items. The 
Commission reconvenes at 6pm with scheduled 
public hearings. Evening" meetings are designated 
for zoning and land-u~e matters as well. To get more 
information and a list of meetings in 2016, visit 
www.pinellascounty.ory/BCC_Guide.htm. 

I encourage you to meet one-on-one with one 
of your commissioners. As voters, you have a say 
in who is elected for District 4, which is the district 
I represent, and for three at-large commissioners 
to offer comments and voice your concerns. 

This year, I will hold quarterly local town 
hall meetings in North County. Our first town hall 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 24th 
from 6:30-Spm at the East Lake Library located at 
4125 East Lake Road in Palm Harbor. Our second 
town hall meeting is tentatively scheduled for Mon­
day, May 9th from 6:30-Spm at the Palm Harbor 
Library located at 2330 Nebraska Ave. in Palm 
Harbor. 

I am also available to speak with any organiza­
tion or civic group as a way for the members of your 
group to meet and talk about county government. To 
schedule a meeting, call my office at (727) 464-3276 
or email me at deggers@pinellascounty.ory. 

Did you know that Pinellas County has a 
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th.. 
Cm 

,· 
. _i 

be 



I 

. . , . . . Preface 1~ ve:) 
Mr. Chairman, to be clear and m my opm,on, the following inquiry/overview is presented to inform,'is NOT about 

me, rather about WE, and toge~her we can and should address this for the * greater g<{o\i. 
*greater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

PPrY vv~J . 
y ,five rbal (Draft subJ•~:~:~~~g::::t~:;:;t:,~~:,~:~u~~;o!~~,:!~:~'~:::;~nellas BCC/by Norm 

3-min time allowance ... so in summary. 
© ► Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

► Mr. Chairman. I am here today to inquiry, in regards to FS 125.0104 aka the TOT Tourist 
Development tax ,l.e,. 

As to the current status that you, my elected BCC members may have, to include~ounty 

Attorney/Mr. Woodward ~as to any updates from Tallahassee as to 

addressing/amending t hfs FS ...... *to allow this or any other of the 66 counties to be allowed 

t o 'waive' the TDT for a period of time, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came to Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
t he TOT with Irma last year? 

► This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many citizens 

having to comply an evacuation order and many others finding shelter at a Pinellas area 

hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TOT. That said, why would an evacuee or others 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocate for essentials, be recognized as a Tourist or 
having a StayVacation. 

► Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 
ft':-· 

Dave Eggers, of the Unfairness of having to pay the 6% TDT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 

a hotel/motel in Pinellas county that had shelter and other essentials such as water, 
electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 
► As I am unaware of the current stat us, I am hoping you can provide an update after 

many months have placed while now in another Hurricane season, as to and if 
Tallahassee has or will be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TDT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and that we all can work t ogether on this correction without 

delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior to this meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking information as to what the state is doing, or pla_nning on doing, in this regard to revisit this FS as suggested. 

'7 
FYI: FL. House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 79~-2810 if the county would like to call and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address this 
ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 
, July 17, 2018 . 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject: 5 Quest ions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this , near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

=================================================-==-=----=--------------=---------

httr~)/pinellas.!egistar.com/iVleetlngC:etail.2spx?ID=572831&GUID=797AA6AD-E7F1-4813-8E70-
2111944B4511&0ptions=i nfo&Sea rch 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location: 

Board of County Commissioners 

7/17/2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
bJJ_ps J /'Nww .oi ne! lascou ni:y.o[~/bv.9_get/ Genera!OrgChart:.Q_fjf. 

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status: 

Minutes status : 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 

====================================================-=-------=-------=------------



- ---- --- -- --- ---------- -

addendum 
~ - for your information and consideration 

Public Comment at the BCCC Meeting dated July 17, 2018 
Norm Lupo speaking for my family-Clearwater FL 3761. non-r1iupo@hctrr12il.c:or·n 

Good Moring Mr. Chairman/Commissioners: 

Norm Lupo - Clearwater speaking on behalf of my family 

Mr. Chairman. 

I stand before you and the other commissioner today with a question that has yet been 

conveyed to me, as to a update or determination, and unaware if that has been offered to the 

press. 

My I begin with a preface and overview. 

What sparked me to speak today was in reading the comments by Comm Dave Eggers as seen 

on pg. 2 of a paper called Community News dated July 2018 which the excerpt said, In closing I 
ask you to develop a further understand stand of the "Bed Tax" collected on hotel rooms .... and 
soon. 

Mr. Chairman, for the record, I for one am very informed on the "Bed Tax" which is now 6% in 

Pinellas aka FS 125.0104 being the TDT Tourist development tax while knowing of what is 
I 

e>cpressed under Sec, (5) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE-

To get to the point of my being here is a ongoing inquiry to the county, which I first brought to 

the attention of Comm Eggers last year post Irma, which thankfully got his attention and 

interest, and in recollection think he asked our good county attorney to seek information as to 

and if our or the other 66 county's statewide can 'waive' have/invoke a temporary suspension 

of the TOTax, in regards to my family, and to include other citizens_ who were told to find a sa'fer 

location(s) see news link being: 

Pinellas County ordered its first evacuations on Thursday as Hurricane Irma 1 

continued its march to Florida. · 
Officials ordered everyone who lives in low-lying areas or mobile homes to 
evacuate. Access to beach communities will be restricted starting at 10 a.m. 

ref0 u•gee 
NOUN 
refugees (plural noun) 

1. a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natunaL 
disaster. 

~~ 1~1/ 
I 
I 
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Friom: Norn1an L - Con-espond2nt 

S~bject: Tourist Development FAQs - pinellas county tax 

i1ttps:/ /ta,cco: lect. com/touris!-deveiopmen1J'ag.§L 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Related. 

► Other info/news for your consideration/ the definition of refugee 
... a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
d;isaster. 

I 

~1:~L' :! !\~ 1~-~•~r1! ~<t..1 :.,~f~ nc~ o~ e~~ ~~¥1 ~::~ .. e c :nJ ~; n io nios~ect ... h ~~ )7iCG ::~~ni a 9•~ a••&Aue rt: ~rktO-tf~fU;tW?.£-.. ho;; $ i n('J ... 
_2n·i 71 ·~ e::~ .. ;;tt1.rI .h·~:rn! 

1 . .:._\_l\i-~Jjave ~r~_j;~~ to Go 1 
~ ~rutl~.Ckosin~t.Q..w 

vyww._governing.com/ .. ./tns-fema-florida-puerto-rico-refugees.html 
11-Pr 20, 2018 · "At a minimum , the deadline for TSA (Transitional Shelter Assistance) should coincide with 
tpe end of the school year for mainland states," the lawmakers wrote. "After Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island, more than 10,000 students from Puerto Rico enrolled in Florida schools . 

2. f~orida. la,:wmakers se_gk_ aJg fQr )e'J!g_[mJ:"1.kan :reftngees~~ 
https://nsfblogs.com/2018/04/1.8/florida-lawmakers-seek-aid-for ... 
The Florida lawmakers sent a letter today to FEMA Administrator Brock Long and Puerto Rico Gov. 
~ icardo Rossell6, after FEMA officials told federal lawmakers they plan to cut off Transitional Shelter 
Assistance , or TSA, to more than 1,600 refugees - including 600 in Florida - as soon as Friday. 

Sidebar 
State Rep Sprowls. If not knowing can you find out? 
I 
Do these refugees that had to move to Florida be it living in a hotel or motel have to pay the FL TDT? Or 
ml! id FEMA have to? Please advise 

• Once again, I do not think citizens during or facing the effects an weather emergency should be 
considered a 'Tourist' nor should have to be burdened with the FL TDT ... how about you? 

yi.'hat you say. 
Respectfully your constituent - the family of 
hormlupo@outlook.co111 



. . . _ _ _ Preface A vV 
1 

Mr. Chairman, to be clear and m my opm1on, the following inquiry/overview is presented to inform.;is NOT about 
me, rather about WE, and together we can and should address this for the *greater go tel. 

*greater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

L9~ , . i,(y) 
Verbal (Draft subject to change) presentation of July 17, 2018 before the Pinellas BCC/by Norm 

Lupo-Clearwater FL/ notrn!u~w@';o, ,;:L<.,;~.cn:·;, 727 238-8873 

3-min time allowance ... so in summary. 
@ ► Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

► Mr. Chairman. I am here today to inquiry, in regards to FS 125.0104 aka the TOT Tourist 
Development tax ,J. a, 

As to the current status that you, my elected BCC members may have, to includl~ounty 
Attorney/Mr. Woodward ~as to any updates from Tallahassee as to 
addressing/amending this FS ...... *to allow this or any other of the 66 counties to be allowed 
to 'waive' the TOT for a period of time, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came to Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
the TOT with Irma last year? 

► This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many citizens 
having to comply an evacuation order and many others finding shelter at a Pinellas area 
hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TOT. That said, why would an evacuee or others 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocate for essentials, be recognized as a Tourist or 
having a StayVacation. 

► Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 

Dave Eggers, of the Unfairness of having to pay the 6% TDT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 
a hotel/motel in Pinellas county that had shelter and other essentials such as water, 
electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 
► As I am unaware of the current status, I am hoping you can provide an update after 

many months have placed while now in another Hurricane season, as to and if 
Tallahassee has or will be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TOT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and that we all can work together on this correction without 
delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior to this meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking information as to what the state is doing, or planning on doing, in this regard to revisit this FS as suggested. 

') 

FYI: FL. House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 791-2810 if the county would like to call and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address this 
ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 
July17,2018 . 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s} · 

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this, near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s} or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

---------------------------------------------------------- --- -------------
https:j/pirn?!las.legistar.com/Meetir,gDeta i l . a s px?I D=572831&GU I D=797P✓-'<.6/1.D- E7r=l-4813 -8E70-

2l11944B4511&Cptions=lnfo&Search 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location: 

Board of County Comm issioners 

7/17f2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
11~.i:PS:/ fyuww.;Jine!iascount'l.Jl.rg/bv.dizet/Gen2ra!OrgChartJJdf 

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status: 

Minutes status: 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 

==============-===================================--------------------------------
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addendum 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

Public Comment at the BCCC Meeting dated July 17, 2018 
Norm Lupo speaking for my family-Clearwater FL 3761-i·,clrtn!upo@hotn-ial!.!..coni 

Good Moring Mr. Chairman/Commissioners: 

Norm Lupo - Clearwater speaking on behalf of my family 

Mr. Chairman. 

I stand before you and the other commissioner today with a question that has yet been 

conveyed to me, as to a update or determination, a.nd unaware if that has been offered to the 

press. 

My I begin with a preface and overview. 

What sparked me to speak today was in reading the comments by Comm Dave Eggers as seen 

on pg. 2 of a paper called Community News dated July 2018 which the excerpt said, In c/osirig I 

ask you to develop a further understand stand of the "Bed Tax" collected on hotel rooms .... and 
. I 

so on. 

Mr. Chairman, for the record, I for one am very informed on the "Bed Tax" which is now 6% in 

Pinellas aka FS 125.0104 being the TOT Tourist development tax while knowing of what is 

expressed under Sec, (5) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE-

To get to the point of my being here is a ongoing inquiry to the county, which I first brought to 

the attention of Comm Eggers last year post Irma, which thankfully got his attention and 

interest, and in recollection think he asked our good county attorney to seek information as to 

and if our or the other 66 county's statewide can 'waive' have/invoke a temporary suspension 

of the TDTax, in regards to my family, and to include other citizen~ who were told to find a safer 

location(s) see news link being: 

~ _J ~~:1 ·0I.c~! 1~,~, .. ~: (/ ~ E~::=-: 1r=?.2· ~:\}fa =~I.. :? :~: :!_ 7 st C~ 1.:l~~ ;:; f:~i~ /~_{i/J~ 
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Pinellas County ordered its first evacuations on Thursday as Hurricane Irma ' 
continued its march to Florida. 
Officials ordered everyone who lives in low-lying areas or mobile homes to 
evacuate. Access to beach communities will be restricted starting at 10 a.m. 

ref0 u•gee 
NOUN 
refugees (plural noun) 

1. a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or naturaL 
disaster. 
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Frrom: Norrnan L - Con-espondent 

Subject: Tourist Development FAQs - pinellas county tax 
I 

bttps:/ ita,~co! !ect. comitourisl-developrneni;:fags/ 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

=================================================-=-=-=-=-=-:=-==-= -----------------
=== 
Related. 

► Other info/news for your consideration/ the definition of refugee 
·+a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
disaster. 

1. 
1\i\~-,;~~~e:re E~a.~ toJiQJ ... ShruJ&r~ .. ~ 
J.ww._governing .com/ .. ./tns-fema-florida-puerto-rico-refugees.html 
4 pr 20, 2018 · "At a minimum , the deadline for TSA (Transitional Shelter Assistance) should coincide with 
tpe end of the school year for mainland states," the lawmakers wrote. "After Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island, more than 10,000 students from Puerto Rico enrolled in Florida schools. 

2. f~orida i~make.r~-~~k:~Ktj.Jor Je~~refugees~ 
Https://nsfblogs.com/2018/04/1.8/florida-lawmakers-seek-aid-for .. . 
The Florida lawmakers sent a letter today to FEMA Administrator Brock Long and Puerto Rico Gov. 
~ icardo Rossell6, after FEMA officials told federal lawmakers they plan to cut off Tra nsitiona l Shelter 
Assistance, or TSA, to more than 1,600 refugees - including 600 in Florida - as soon as Friday. 

Sidebar 
I 

State Rep Sprowls. If not knowing can you find out? 
I 
po these refugees that had to move to Florida be it living in a hotel or motel have to pay the FL TOT? Or 
did FEMA have to? Please advise 

• Once again, I do not think citizens during or facing the effects an weather emergency should be 
considered a 'Tourist' nor should have to be burdened with the FL TDT ... how about you? 

What you say. 
I , 
Respectfully your constituent - the family of 
hormlupo@outlook.com 



' 
I 

. . . . Preface A v,J 
Mr. Chairman, to be clear and m my opinion, the following inquiry/overview is presented to inform•is NOT about 

me, rather about WE, and together we can and should address th is for t he * greater gc/dtl. 
* reater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

__.... ... ---

Verbal (Draft subject to change) present ation of July 17, 2018 before the Pinellas BCC/by Norm 

Lupo-Clearwater FL/ 0.)t(ill.i!i~r:.@>ni:ioo•c.c;_,n0 727 238-8873 

3-min t ime al lowance .. . so in summary. 
@ ► Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

► M r. Chairman. I am here today t o inquiry, in regards t o FS 125.0104 aka t he TDT Tourist 
Development tax 

As t o the current st at us t hat you, my elect ed BCC members may have, to include County 
Attorney/Mr. Woodward~ as t o any updates from Tallahassee as to 
addressing/amending t his FS ...... *to allow t his or any ot her of t he 66 counties t o be allowed 
to 'waive' the TDT for a period oftime, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came t o Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
t he TDT with Irma last year? 

► This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many cit izens 
having t o comply an evacuation order and many ot hers finding shelter at a Pinellas area 
hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TOT. That said, why would an evacuee or ot hers 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocat e for essentials, be recognized as a Tourist or 
having a StayVacation. 

► Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 

Dave Eggers, of the Unfairness of having to pay the 6% TDT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 
a hotel/motel in Pinellas county that had shelt er and other essentials such as water, 
electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 
► As I am unaware of the current st at us, I am hoping you can provide an updat e after 

many months have placed while now in another Hurricane season, as to and if 
Tallahassee has or w ill be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TOT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and that we all can work t ogether on t his correction wit hout 
delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior to th is meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking informat ion as t o w hat the state is doing, or pl~nning on doing, in this regard to rev isit this FS as suggested. 

FYI: FL House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 79~-2810 if the county would like to call and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address this 
ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 

. ·. July 17, 2018 . 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) · 

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this, near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

~1ttps://pine!las.legistar.com/MeetingDetai!.aspx?lD=572831&GUID=797AA6AD-E7Fl-4813-8E70-

2111944B4511&0ptions=lnfo&Search 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location: 

Board of County Commissioners 

7f17f2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
b.r:_ps ://www. pi nei i ascou ntif._.O!]? /budget/GeneralOrgChart.pdf 

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status: 

Minutes status : 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 

======-=========================================-=--------------------------------



• - ·---- ---- - - - - ---------

addendum 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

Public Comment at the BCCC Meeting dated July 17, 2018 
Norm Lupo speaking for my family-Clearwater FL 3761- ncin-nlupo@hr.ri:rna:!.corn 

Good Moring Mr. Chairman/Commissioners: 

Norm Lupo - Clearwater speaking on behalf of my family 

Mr. Chairman. 

I stand before you and the other commissioner today with a question that has yet been 

conveyed to me, as to a update or determination, a.nd unaware if that has been offered to the 

press. 

My I begin with a preface and overview. 

What sparked me to speak today was in reading the comments by Comm Dave Eggers as seen 

on pg. 2 of a paper called Community News dated July 2018 which the excerpt said, In closing I 
ask you to develop a further understand stand of the "Bed Tax" collected on hotel rooms ... . aryd 

so on. 

Mr. Chairman, for the record, I for one am very informed on the "Bed Tax" which is now 6% in 

Pinellas aka FS 125.0104 being the TDTTourist development tax while knowing of what is 

expressed under Sec, (5) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE-

To get to the point of my being here is a ongoing inquiry to the county, which I first brought to 

the attention of Comm Eggers last year post Irma, which thankfully got his attention and 

interest, and in recollection think he asked our good county attorney to seek information as to 

and if our or the other 66 county's statewide can 'waive' have/invoke a temporary suspension 

of the TDTax, in regards to my family, and to include other citizens_ who were told to find a sa,fer 

location{s) see news link being: 

Pinellas County ordered its first evacuations on Thursday as Hurricane Irma ' 
continued its march to Florida. 
Officials ordered everyone who lives in low-lying areas or mobile homes to 
evacuate. Access to beach communities will be restricted starting at 10 a.m. 

ref uegee 
NOUN 
refugees (plural noun) 

1. a person who has been forced to leave their. country in order to escape war, persecution, or naturaL 
disaster. 



Yi 

.-.1 i-/t' 1'.i __ 
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ht'iB_/www.leg.state.fl .us/Statutes/ indeKcfrn/Ch0560/index.dn,? App rnode=Dis')!::iy StatLr~e8,Se2,ch 
Stjring: &,URL=O'.l.00-0199/01?.S/Sections/0125.010~-.htm! 

From: Norman L - Cor:-espondent 

s ybject: Tourist Development FAQs - pinellas county tax 

b!:tos:lita.:(co! iE:d. com/tourist-deve!opment-faqs/ 
to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 

for your information and consideration 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Related. 

► Other info/news for your consideration/ the definition of refugee 
.. 1. a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
d1isaster. 

JJ.~]:"Q_;fi\ .. 11~'!:;~o=:~£1n.g .. of'.-H:ViYt~nn~~ecmioo;n ti">a1/e~~~e~ ... ;,~1i:z!.g~·:t_tt~iTifil:la-r.nJ.~rt;J ... ~a52_Q-reliu~e,r,~~;.~hc;;sing: 
.in--J 1·1 ·~G:?•-~..;tt1r\1 .h·~:rnt 

1. :L\C~J1i1Ye !~!L~r~~is~Jq,_{iii;_filteJ.~ Closing tQ. •.. 
www.9overning.com/ .. ./tns-fema-florida-puerto-rico-refugees.html. 
'}pr 20, 2018 · "At a minimum , the deadline for TSA (Transitional Shelter Assistance) should coincide with 
tpe end of the school year for mainland states," tl1e lawmakers wrote. "After Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island, more than 10,000 students from Puerto Rico enrolled in Florida schools. 

2. Floridala..,w1naker~~eek aft.a f4:»r Pt..erto Rkan .refugees~ 
https://n sfblogs .com/2018/04/18/florida-lawmakers-seek-aid-for .. . 
The Florida lawmakers sent a letter today to FEMA Administrator Brock Long and Puerto Rico Gov. 
Ff icardo Rosse 116, after FEMA officials told federal lawmakers they plan to cut off Transitional Shelter 
Assistance, or TSA, to more than 1,600 refugees - including 600 in Florida - as soon as Friday. 

Sidebar 
State Rep Sprowls. If not knowing can you find out? 
I 
Do these refugees that had to move to Florida be it living in a hotel or motel have to pay the FL TDT? Or 
ctil! id FEMA have to? Please advise 

e Once again, I do not think citizens during or facing the effects an weather emergency should be 
considered a 'Tourist' nor should have to be burdened with the FL TDT ... how about you? 

yvhat you say. 
Respectfully your constituent - the family of 
horm iupo@outlook.com 



I 

> • • • • • • Preface Afi!j) 
Mr. Chairman, to be clear and m my opm1on, the following inquiry/overview is presented to inform. is NOT about 

me, rather about WE, and together we can and should address this for the *greater goo . 
•greater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

Verbal (Draft subject to change) presentation of July 17, 2018 before the Pinellas BCC/by Norm 

Lupo-Clearwater FL/ ;;oni::!l~'.!..c:.@~<:11.r;:k,oi:.cm,, 727 238-8873 

3-min time allowance ... so in summary. 
@ ► Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

► Mr. Chairman. I am here today to inquiry, in regards to FS 125.0104 aka the TDT Tourist 
Development tax ,/&e, 

As to the current status that you, my elected BCC members may have, to includ/county 
Attorney/Mr. Woodward~ to any updates from Tallahassee as to 
addressing/amending this FS ...... *to allow this or any other of the 66 counties to be allowed 
to 'waive' the TDT for a period of time, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came to Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
the TDT with Irma last year? 

► This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many citizens 
having to comply an evacuation order and many others finding shelter at a Pinellas area 
hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TOT. That said, why would an evacuee or others 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocate for essentials, be recognized as a Tourist or 
having a StayVacation. 

► Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 

Dave Eggers, of the Unfairness of having to pay the 6% TOT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 
a hotel/motel in Pinellas county that had shelter and other essentials such as water, 
electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 
► As I am unaware of the current status, I am hoping you can provide an update after 

many months have placed while now in another Hurricane season, as to and if 
Tallahassee has or will be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TOT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and that we all can work together on this correction without 
delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior t o this meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking information as to what the state is doing, or planning on doing, in this regard to revisit this FS as suggested. 

"J 
FYI: FL. House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 79~-2810 if the county would like to call and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address this 
ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 
, July 17, 2018 . 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this I near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far ddwn on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

htti~/pinellas.legistar.com/i\lleetingDetail .aspx?iD=572831&GU!D=797f,A6AD-E7F1-4813-8E70-
21119L!-484511&0ptions=l nfo&Search 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location: 

Board of Countv Commissioners 

7/17f2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 
------------------------------------------------------------

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status: 

Minutes status: 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 



l 1l' . l,t.Jr) -~J --.. cJ , for your information and consideration 

~ r .w\,(...,, -rvw- · Public Comment at the BCCC Meeting dated July 17, 2018 
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/ Norm Lupo speaking for my family-Clearwater FL 3761. norm1upo@hctrn2d!.corn 

Good Moring Mr. Chairman/Commissioners: 

Norm Lupo - Clearwater speaking on behalf of my family 

Mr. Chairman. 

I stand before you and the other commissioner today with a question that has yet been 

conveyed to me, as to a update or determination, and unaware if that has been offered to the 

press. 
.,, 

My I begin with a preface and overview. 

What sparked me to speak today was in reading the comments by Comm Dave Eggers as seen 

on pg. 2 of a paper called Community News dated July 2018 which the excerpt said, In closing I 
ask you to develop a further understand stand of the "Bed Tax" collected on hotel rooms ... . and 

. I 
soon. 

Mr. Chairman, for the record, I for one am very informed on the "Bed Tax" which is now 6% in 

Pinellas aka FS 125.0104 being the TDTTourist development tax while knowing of what is 1 

expressed under Sec, (5) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE-

To get to the point of my being here is a ongoing inquiry to the county, which I first brought to 

the attention of Comm Eggers last year post Irma, which thankfully got his attention and 

interest, and in recollection think he asked our good county attorney to seek information as to 

and if our or the other 66 county's statewide can 'waive' have/invoke a temporary suspension 

of the TDTax, in regards to my family, and to include other citizens_ who were told to find a safer 

location(s) see news link being: 

~_¥:.:::0:..~:~t:.-.~:•:-.z~~ E~;:--:'.r.~:?.2~·::JI;;:~I:"' :fi]::~ 7 21-t (~; ✓-:l~~j. f'.:f. l~\.F/f 
.. .. 

Pinellas County ordered its first evacuations on Thursday as Hurricane Irma 
continued its march to Florida. · 
Officials ordered everyone who lives in low-lying areas or mobile homes to 
evacuate. Access to beach communities will be restricted starting at 10 a.m. 

ref 0 U egee A),, 

~e~~g~es (plural noun) ©~ 
1. a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or naturaL 

disaster. -



h1r'cB_/V,NJIN. ieg. s ta i~e . fl. us/Statutes/inde,c cfrri/Ch0560/i ndex.,::fr,,? App rnode:: Di sn!::iy Statutel?,Sea ,-ch 

S~ring::c8tURL=0100-0199/01.25/Sectlons/0125.010.!1-,.htrn! 

Fliom: f\Jorrnan L - Con-espond2nt 

Sfbject: Tourist Development FAQs - pinellas county tax 

to my verbal presentation of July 17, 2018 
for your information and consideration 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I 

Related. 

► Other info/news for your consideration/ the definition of refugee 
•• 1• a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
d,isaster. 

1jJJ.;_ :f l'!lY'ifV'..1 
.. •o ~!H :i ~~ .. 9£ e~Yth1 t1~ .. c~~ rr.UQQ.ln ionic ~, .. ed ... ~, u ):~i~ a ~1~ru:la••r1ue l'tl)•~rk~o ... re;:fu ~ eiet;~ ••ho~;~ i nq: 

_2[j•j ? l ·~ G? .. ~i:_qJ;/ .h·~:n-1! 

1. 1

:
1\Ce ija'[~J~e E~sf tq,}l Go': Sh!tlte~__ctpsing!Q..MJ 

www.9overning.com/ .. ./tns-fema-f1orida-puerto-rico-refugees.html. 
'1pr 20, 2018 · "At a minimum, the deadline for TSA (Transitional Shelter Assistance) should coincide with 
tpe end of the school year for mainland states," the lawmakers wrote. "After Hurricane Maria devastated 
the island, more than 10,000 students from Puerto Rico enrolled in Florida schools . 

I 

2. F~orid.aJawmakeirs seek aRd f@rPue:r~refugees~~ 
https://nsfblogs.com/2018/04/18/florida-lawmakers-seel<-aid-for ... 
The Florida lawmakers sent a letter today to FEMA Administrator Brock Long and Puerto Rico Gov. 
~ icardo Rosse116, after FEMA officials told federal lawmakers they plan t-o cut off Transitional Shelter 
Assistance, or TSA, to more than 1,600 refugees - including 600 in Florida - as soon as Friday. 

Sidebar 
State Rep Sprowls. If not knowing can you find out? 
I 
Do these refugees that had to move to Florida be it living in a hotel or motel have to pay the FL TDT? Or 
~id FEMA have to? Please advise 
I · • Once again, I do not think citizens during or facing the effects an weather emergency should be 

considered a 'Tourist' nor should have to be burdened with the FL TDT ... how about you? 

}A/hat you say. 
Respectfully your constituent - the family of 
hormlupo@outlook.com 



. . . . Preface f,itYi) 
Mr. Chairman, to be clear and m my opm1on, the following inquiry/overview is presented to inform. is NOT about 

me, rather about WE, and together we can and should address this for the * greater go~\i . 
*greater good. Noun. greater good. The benefit of the public, of more people than oneself; that which is better and more correct. 

q . 
~~~&~~~a I (Draft subjec~~~:~~~:::::t~,•;~;t:,:,.~:~~.;
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~~;

0
~~~~,:.~2~':,:::;~nellas BCC/by Norm 

3-min time allowance ... so in summary. 
© ► Norm Lupo - Clearwater. Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman/Commissioners/Staff: 

Note: what I handed prior to speaking is an informational Addendum which you can read later. 

► Mr. Chairman. I am here today to inquiry, in regards to FS 125.0104 aka the TOT Tourist 
Development tax ,tb e, 

As to the current status that you, my elected BCC members may have, to includelounty 
Attorney/Mr. Woodward r.u.y l,av@ dS to any updates from Tallahassee as to 

addressing/amending this FS ...... *to allow this or any other of the 66 counties to be allowed 

to 'waive' the TDT for a period oftime, be it pre, during or post, when a Hurricane, such as 
Irma, came to Florida. * or has it been determined this local gov. body could have waived 
the TDT with Irma last year? 

► This inquiry is based experiencing Hurricane Irma last year while knowing many citizens 
having to comply an evacuation order and many others finding shelter at a Pinellas area 

hotel/motel- and yet having to pay the TOT. That said, why would an evacuee or others 
e.g. families/seniors having to relocate for essentials, be recognized as a Tourist or 
having a StayVacation. 

► Mr. Chairman/Commissioners, I brought this to your attention last year, starting with Comm 

Dave Eggers, of the Unfairness of having to pay the 6% TOT having to relocate from my home 

in Clearwater, because of the effects of Hurricane Irma, while my family was fortunate finding 
a hotel/motel in Pinellas county that had shelter and other essentials such as water, 

electricity, Wi-Fi, food availability, and so on. 

In summary, 
► As I am unaware of the current status, I am hoping you can provide an update after 

many months have placed while now in another Hurricane season, as to and if 
Tallahassee has or will be addressing this FS to amend it to allow my BCC members 
(along with all 67 counties) to have/to approve a Moratorium when a Hurricane 
comes our way and waive the TOT for a period of time. I do not think evacuees and 
others like my families should face more stress or more costs experiencing a Hurricane 
or other severe weather. This is not about me, this is about making a meaningful 
revision with FS 125.0104 and that we all can work together on this correction without 
delay. 

Footnote, I have not heard back, prior to this meeting, from my Dist. 65 State House Rep Chris Sprowls or his Clearwater office 
staff after seeking information as to what the state is doing, or planning on doing, in this regard to revisit this FS as suggested. ,, 
FYI: FL. House Rep Sprowls Clearwater office number is 79~-2810 if the county would like to call and also try to find 
out what if anything Tallahassee government has done or will do, such as with new legitimation to address this 
ASAP. 



From: Norman L - Correspondent 
·.· July 17, 2018 . 

Subject: FW: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Subject: 5 Questions to my Pinellas County Commissioner(s) 

Commissioner: (5) questions 
1. Would you be so kind as to clearly explain why Public comment is listed so very far down on the 

agenda? 
2. Do you think this, near the end of the agenda, encourages your constituents to want to come 

to speak under Public comment being so very far down on the agenda? 
3. When and why did this occur? 
4. Do you favor the Public comment way down on the agenda(s) or posted rather near the 

beginning of the BCC meeting? 

~rtt1~/pinellas.legistar.com/lVleetingDetail.aspx?iD=572831&GUID=797N:...6AD-E7F1-4813-8E70-
2111944B4511&Ootions=info&,Search 

Meeting Name: 

Meeting date/time: 

Meeting location: 

Board of County Commissioners 

7/17/2018 2:00 PM 

BCC Assembly Room 
Public Hearings at6:00PM 

Item 44 - Public comment 
---------------·--------------------------------·--------------

PC Government Organizational Chart 
CITIZENS 
5th question: 

Agenda status : 

Minutes status: 

Final 

Draft 

Since CITIZENS are listed at the very top, why then is not Citizens Comment aka Citizens to be 

Heard at or near the top of the BCC Agenda(s)? 

Thank you for your hopeful interest and anticipated answers before the meeting of July 17, 2018. 

========---------------=========================-=--------------------------------



. The Board of County Commissioners 
values your participation 
Please fill out this card if you wish to speak or record 
your sentiment regarding an agenda item or general 
topic. Individuals wishing to speak may do so for up 
to three minutes when called to the lectern. 

lif'citizens to be Heard 

D Agenda Item 

Agenda date: -'Z-+-+-lr-+--,~·7~/;~. -F-7 ______ _ 

Agenda item number (NOT case number): __ tf,---,.. __ _ 

Speaking: 

For D Against D Undecided D 
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T•••~ tje/k.s: {J, fuv_ 
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Public Participation & Decorum Rules for details. 
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