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Strategic Plan Alignment
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 Deliver First Class Services to the Public and Our 
Customers

• (5.2) Be responsible stewards of the public’s resources

• (5.3) Ensure effective and efficient delivery of county 
services and support
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Background

 County Comprehensive Plan last major update in 
2008

 Over 1,130 policies 

 County facing new challenges

 Not user-friendly
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Objective

 To evaluate and update the County Comprehensive 
Plan with a focused emphasis towards 
redevelopment, in a format that is user-friendly and 
addresses the County’s changing needs.
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Multiphased Evaluation Process

• Policy consolidation (“results-neutral”)
‒ Clearer language, more manageable implementation

• Guiding Principles (Vision Element) 
‒ Introductory Element; establishes foundation for policies

• Comprehensive Plan Update
‒ Address emerging issues; user-friendly
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Guiding Principles - Draft

 Intent and Purpose Document

• Provides explanation for each Principle

• Includes policy examples

• Includes support information

6



7Our Vision: To Be the Standard for Public Service in AmericaOur Vision: To Be the Standard for Public Service in America

Guiding Principles
 Consider long-term impacts and evaluate policy decisions to 

support Economic, Social and Environmental Viability

 Create and enhance Healthy Communities that attract and 
retain a socially and culturally diverse population

Sources: Left Image - McCann, B., & Rynne, S., Complete Street Best Practices and Implementation Practices (2010); Right image – Walkable and 
Livable Communities Institute, AARP Livability Fact Sheets
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Guiding Principles

 Facilitate a Strong Local Economy that supports healthy 
communities and enhances employment opportunities and 
the quality of life for its citizens

 Provide a range of Housing Options to meet the needs of a 
diverse and intergenerational population

Sources: Left and Center Images - Pinellas by Design (November 2005); Right Image – Opticos Design Inc. (2017)
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Guiding Principles
 Provide an interconnected, resilient Multimodal 

Transportation network addressing safety and efficiency for 
all users

 Protect the diverse ecosystem that makes up the county’s 

Natural Resources

Sources: (Left to right) – http://www.visitflorida.com/en-us/cities/clearwater-beach.html; http://flbg.org/aquatic-habitat.htm; Florida Department 
of Transportation, http://www.flcompletestreets.com/Files/CSIHandbookEXTDraft.pdf; Florida Department of Transportation and Smart Growth 
America, http://www.flcompletestreets.com/files/Final-CSI-Implementation-Plan.pdf.
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Guiding Principles
 Promote advancing Best Practices and technologies that 

benefit the economy; healthy communities; and the public 
health, safety and welfare

 Recognize opportunities for Responsible Regionalism

Sources: Two left images – http://www.epa.ogv/green-infrastructure/what-green-infrastructure; Two right images – What if – Community 
Engagement, Dix.Hite + Partners  
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Comprehensive Plan Update

 Path forward will be informed by:

• Policy Consolidation results 

• Guiding Principles public input

 Outcome

• Streamlined document

• User-friendly

• Address emerging issues
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Next Steps - Public Input / Feedback

 Guiding Principles
• Distribute Draft Guiding Principles to BCC and 

Stakeholders (Fall/Winter 2017)

• External Stakeholders (Fall/Winter 2017)

• Public Outreach (Winter 2018)

 Results of Policy Consolidation (Spring 2018)

 Draft Vision Element / Plan update process  
(Summer 2018)
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