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Abstract:

This project is part of the Florida Politics and Government class at
USFSP and will be using the ten steps no blame problem solving
method. The City of St. Petersburg has already found ways to be more
sustainable by implementing curbside recycling services and having
more sustainable waste management practices like implementing waste
to energy facilities. The goal of this project is making recycling more
accessible to pedestrians by putting recycling bins on the streets next to
the trash cans. This will reduce the amount of recyclables that get
thrown away because people will now have a choice. When recycling
services are not easily accessible, people are more likely to throw
recyclables in the trash which then contributes to the waste stream. The
City of Boise had a similar program of implementing downtown
recycling. They mentioned some helpful tips like putting recycle bins
near businesses that sell recyclables and predicting their people would
most likely dispose of these recyclables. A first step to this project
could be putting recycle bins next to every trash can on Central Ave.
This would serve as a t==* to see how much people would recycle if
recycling bins were avi  nle downtown. If successful, this could be
expanded to the rest of adowntown. Labeling the bins with what can and
cannot be recycled is important because it would decrease the chances
of people contaminating the recycling with items that pose a problein
when mixed with general recyclables. In conclusion, putting recycling
bins on city streets would increase the accessibility of recycling for
peoplc downtown.
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Introduction (History of Recycliing in St. Petersburg /Pinellas

County):

Recycling in St. Petersburg Florida is pretty high among homeowners
at a recorded rate of 69% in 2021, the city offers recycling pickup for
residential areas and the recorded reach of this curbside pickup is over
76,000 households. St Petersburg’s recycling program is also deemed a
pretty progressive and inclusive system and you can find on their
website the guides to recyclable materials. You can recycle aluminum
and steel cans and lids, cardboard, glass containers, milk and juice
cartons, drink boxes, paper, newspapers, magazines, mail, shopping
ads, plastics #1-7, and plastic bottles and caps. Where people may get
confused is that you cannot recycle plastic bags and wrap, flimsy
plastic, or items covered in food, liquid, or grease. This only is an
option, however, for homeowners. {t does not extend to large apartment
buildings (which are considered to be buildings with over four units in
them) Meaning that anyone outside of these requirements has to
completely self-manage recycling and deposit them to recycling drop-
off centers themselves, or hire pick-up from companies including
Conex Recycling and Waste Pro Inc. This discourages people from
recycling when they have to pay or go out of their way to drop off
materials somewhere else, and businesses are huge producers of waste,
so even things like this that may seem small will spiral and lead to a
huge amount of additional, unnecessary waste.

There aren’t a lot of places to recycle when you’re not at home.
Commercial recycling is almost completely private, which means that
businesses may only get recycling picked up using their own funds and
calling in a private industry to pick up their trash. Along with all the
waste being dumped instead of recycled by the commercial businesses,
there is also a major lack of recycling bins available on the streets
outside of these businesses, so all of the pedestrians that buy from these
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‘ Proposal and implementation:

The city of St. Petersburg is a beacon of sustainability not only for the state of
Florida but for the entire country. Everyday citizens want to protect the planet and it
is the government’s job to make this a possibility. There is roughly a trash bin every
block or two in the city, often placed at an intersection and next to a street sign or
lamp. We will furnish the shopping district of Central Ave first, as it is a popular
center of community engagement and hold shops and restaurants that sell single-use,
recyclable materials. We would need approximately 30 recycling bins for the first leg
of the project, made in the same style as the trash cans but clearly marked as recycling
by blue or green paint with a printed or painted label mandating which items are
recyclable in our city. Once the recycling bins have been purchased, they will be
installed next to the existing city trash cans across the city, starting on Central
Avenue. In St. Pete, the maintenance would depend on how many bins there are,
where they are and who collects the recyclables. This is an opportunity to create more
jobs in the St. Pete area, especially in this time of economic decline. If this venture is
successful, the project will be expanded, installing recycling bins in all commercially-
zoned streets, as well as parks and other community attractions. Making recycling
easily available to the people of St. Pete not only helps the planct, but it will boost the

morale of the city and encourage other acts of environmental protection.

Environmental concerns/benefits:

Recycling is very well-known for being beneficial to the environment and could
arguably be the easiest and most popular way in which humans help clean the Earth.
Therefore, adding more recycling bins around St. Pete, would make recycling much
more efficient and accessible. One reason why the increase in recycling bins is
important is because recycled materials are not distributed to incinerators and waste
landfills and instead are repurposed. Landfills and incinerators have a large burden on
the emissions of toxic pollutants. Incinerators release these toxins into the air, while
landfills transport the toxins through groundwater. Recycling is the process in which
materials are remanufactured instead of burned or buried and overall better for the
environment. Another example of the advantages of recycling is the better
management of natural resources. Because we are recycling items, there is not as
much a need to cut does trees for lumber, or mine minerals. With this benefit, there is
also a major chunk of pollutants that will no longer be exposed from mining and
deforestation events, since they are occurring at a much smaller rate. Although our
proposal is to simply add more recycling bins around the St. Pete/Pinellas county
area, the effects could be extremely beneficial long term. With other catastrophic
world events occurring such as sea-level rise, global warming, the melting of glaciers,
and many more, there is an urgency to change the “current way of life” and become
more sustainable. These recycling bins will lessen the amount of recyclable materials
sent to landfills/incinerators, which lessens the amount of exposed pollutants, which
lessens the long-term effects of climate change and keeps the Earth clean.
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Social concerns/benefits:
Climate change and the ensuing environmental protection actions are nothing short of
controversial. Despite the consensus of the majority of the scientific community, there
is public distrust and debate on the subject. Many citizens of the larger Pinellas area,
and potentialty Florida as a whole, will protest this proposition, claiming it is a waste
of money. However, this venture will actually bring jobs to St. Pete — something few
can disagree with. It will also clean up our city, making it a more appealing place to
tourists and a more pleasant place for residents to live. Other opponents of this project
may come from within the environmental science cominunity. There is truth to the
growing distrust of recycling, as it is not as efficient as it claiins to be. Still, the idea
of recycling is a beacon to the environmental movement, and the promotion of such
will encourage the citizens of St. Pete to live morc consciously sustainable lives. It
will also further the citv’s oal of being Net Zero bv 2050. Overall. the benefits of the
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Financial information:

The cost range per recycling station can be between $500 and $5,000
depending on design, but for the type of bin needed the price range wili
likcly be between $1000 and $1500.For example, a Wydman Collection
36 Gallon Recycling Receptacle costs just under $1,400.The average pay
for a refuge and recycling collection is between about 15 and $20 an hour,
similar pay for interns. Every ton of waste sent to the landfill costs the city
$37.00If recycle bins are placed every block from 1% to 18" St on Central
Ave the installation cost would be between (assuming bins are between
$1,000 and $1,500) $18,000 and $27,000$9,000 and $13,500 if placed on
every other block$4,500 and $6,750 if placed on every fourth block.

Conclusion

The placing of recycling bins around St. Pete has many economic, social,
and environmental benefits. There is a lot of evidence and history of thcse
recycling programs working and overall benefiting the community, so let’s
make St. Pete next! With the growing global concerns and population,
there is a need to take action now and help protect the environment and its
citizens.
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allot Title: Right to Cle

~ll~t €ogry: This amendment creates a fundamental right to clean and healthy waters. The

1ay be used to sue State executive agencies for harm or threatened harm to Florida’s
awers, winon include aquatic ecosystems. This amendment defines terms, identifies affected
nstitutional provisions in Article IV governing the executive branch, provides for civil action
iforcement, allows attorney’s and expert witness fees to prevailing plaintiffs, and provides equitable
medies including restoration of waters.

rticle and Se

1ll Text of the rroposea Amenament: ScEU 1 HUN 28. Kignt to Clean and Healthy Waters.—

| PURPOSE. Waters sustain all forms of life. Clean and healthy waters protect and promote substantial interests,
:luding human health, safety and welfare, native fish and wildlife, conservation of natural resources, outdoor recreation,
sthetic values, business opportunities, property values, and economic interests throughout the State. Although
nsiderable attention has been given to protect and conserve waters in the State, including Article I, Section 7 of this
nstitution and a comprehensive body of State environmental laws and requlations. such attention has not corrected the
ntinuing decline in the condition of waters in the State. The poor condition of many important waters throughout the

ate has led the people of Florida. in their inherent political power, to create this fundamental right to clean and healthy
iters. State executive agencies are instrumental to the effort to protect Florida waters from harm and threatened harm.
insequently, to promote the interests of Florida’s people. businesses, organizations, communities, and economies in
:an and healthy waters, this Section provides for equitable remedies against the actions or inactions of State executive
encies that harm or threaten harm to Florida waters, with the goal of clean and healthy waters and the aspiration that
iters in the State will one day flourish,

| DECLARATION OF RIGHT. The people have the inherent political power pursuant to Article I, Section 1 of this

institution to create the fundamental right to clean and healthy waters. The people hereby declare this fundamental
ht. which is indefeasible.

HARM PROHIBITED. It shall be unlawful, and considered a violation of the right to clean and healthy waters, for a
ate executive agency, as defined herein, to harm or threaten to harm Florida waters by action or inaction, including by
julation, rule, policy. plan. standard, permit. practice including management practice, activity, agreement, memorandum

understanding. order, or by inaction that permits harm or threatened harm about which the State executive agency
ew or should have known,

. ENFORCEMENT

1) A person. as defined herein, may bring a civil action for injunctive or declaratory relief in a court of competent
isdiction against a &“~*- ~“(ecutive agency for violating this Section. Exhaustion of administrative remedies and
tification time o Lnot be required. A plaintiff r requi I ¢ m.

" n_under this Section will be considered de novo. Due to the fundamental nature of this right, to avoid
olation is shown, a State executive agency shall be required to demonstrate that its action or inaction. as

scripea In supsection (c), was necessary to promote a compelling government interest and was narrowly tailored to

vance that interest. Whe -~ 1 ~~y’s action or inaction is found to be a substantial factor in a violation of this Section,

it party shall be liable for tne violation and shall not avoid liability on the basis that the action or inaction of another pa

nonparty has also contributed to the violation.

| [ 2 DY

Initiative Information

ite Approved 04/22/2022 Serial Number 22-02

yonsor Name: FloridaRighttoCleanWater.org

yonsor Address: 13300 South Cleveland Avenue, Suite 56, Fort Myers, FL 33907
Page 1 of 2




CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT FULL TEXT

(3) A --~=""1q plaintiff shall be entitled to appropriate declaratory relief and to such equi‘-"'z relief as may be
propriate to rem -~ the violation including. without limitation, injunctive relief to restore waters to the condition that

isted prior to the proven violation. in addition, a prevailing plair*“ ---" be entitled to reasonable attorney’s and expert
tness fees.

| DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this Section. the following words and terms shall have the stated meanings:

(1) “Clean and healthy waters” are waters free from harm, or threat of harm, that occurs after the effective date of this
iction. Indicators of clean and healthy waters include water quality safe for native fish and wildlife and human recreation,
d regarding drinking water sources, safe for human consumption; sufficient habitats, water filtration, and element

cling to support thriving populations and diverse communities of native fish and wildlife; natural flow regimes, to include
charging ground or underground water; and other ecological processes and functions to be intact.

2) “Harm” means the introduction of pathogens, contaminants. or toxins into waters or the disruption of natural
drological or ecological processes or functions of waters. This term includes but is not limited to such chemical,
)logical, or physical stressors to waters that contribute to unnatural water levels or nutrient loads; that remove, fragment,
degrade habitat of native fish or wildlife; that disturb vegetation or soil near the edge of waters; that introduce exotic or
rasive species; that obstruct or divert natural flow; that overexploit native species:; and that negatively affect the health
humans or of native fish or wildlife.

3) “Person” means any individual, partnership. joint venture, corporation; any group of the foregoing to include

nprofit organizations: any tribal entity; or any government entity.

4) “State executive agencies” shall mean the following governmental entities and officers: The Governor; the Cabinet
d members of the Cabinet; each State executive officer and State executive department, and each State executive
partmental unit described in Section 20.04. Florida Statutes; the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; each
iter management district; and each officer and governmental entity of the executive branch having statewide jurisdiction
jurisdiction in more than one county.

(5) “Waters” refers to the aquatic ecosystems of aquifers, bays. creeks, estuaries. estuarine systems, lagoons. lakes.
ers, riverine systems, springs. streams. wetlands. intracoastal and coastal waters within the boundaries of the State of
arida and shall include the natural tributaries and artificial waterways which impact these water bodies. This term shall
:lude fresh, brackish, saline, tidal. surface, ground and underground water ~~3ociat~~ ™" these water bodies.

OTHER CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. This Section affects constitutional provisions of the executive branch:
ticle IV, Section 1 (Governor); Article IV, Section 4 (Cabinet); Articie IV, Section 6 (Executive departments); Article IV,
wction 9 (Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission).

| SELF-EXECUTING. Implementing leqislation is not required to enforce this Section. This Section is remedial and
all be given a liberal construction to fully effectuate its purpose.

_EFFECTIVE DATE. This Section shall become effective immediately upon approval by the electors of Florida.

SEVERAPR'" 'mv ¥ ""y_:"‘ of this Section, or the apr'i~~tion of this S¢-*-- *- R Simsremstoemn s boid
ralid, the remamaer oi this section, including the applicauon of such part 1w vmer persons or cicumsances. snan now be

Initiative Information

ite Approved 04/22/2022 Serial Number 22-02

yonsor Name: FloridaRighttoCleanWater.org
yonsor Address: 13300 South Cleveland Avenue, Suite 56, Fort Myers, FL 33907
Page 2 of 2




T

1ranseript of Declaration of Independence (1776) (print-friendly version) Page 1 of 4

\ewd Gowwﬂw\g'ﬂ Naroaes God
H: "y GoredS " oS 15 Mot
i\??mmp‘ S Alwianty Ged
lrdocument N e Waces [
www.ourdocuments.gov / f-\ gw \U,_m(\.frss / September 5, 2017
P
- - fo ¢
Transcript of Declaratiort of Independence (1776) oV K
PReoNC P B
iN ONGRESS, July 4, 1776. aa 2.0 L
y T S5
ey The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States 5f America, . ,AEY- |, (X‘b\ 5‘(“""("
PR
o .
- F"'J NI AN 1A T I 1 MU T LR 1GI G U IGGDTINVI UL TTTIPTT LG W USRS UL - ”I}l !
o PO LEnliy ¢ NoTﬂ;:$ anmmn pEnF.by7 < UHwthn.MTeo:Fsmso-cma\t ,Lloi’/-”.rvuaril{
“’ ki/i\"“ e We hotd these@ﬂi’s}to be €elf-evident) tha it mémare created equal, that they are g endowed oydheis 6057
¥

That to secure these rqhts Governments re instituted among Men, deriving Iher 'oWérs rom the

?Lconsent of the ggverned P;Fhat whenever@’ﬁ;{)ﬁorm of Go?&qmen becomes destruc}nve of@hese ﬂrg%s it ) "
\\0 wvED E s ASOLCTid
s A e 1 is the Right of the/\ngemﬁg ater or to Zhone L2 o(f i9,inst utE# ovérnment) Iayrn@ﬁ)‘@ndba ion

s Crea%r wif certarn y enabl RT%hts that among these are Life, Lrbertya%nd th %ursuto IEEEIEBE

Ls€Hoo 7
an,. nncnptes and orgamzmg@ bofers i (Suchd ae to@_ﬁhall seem most hkely to effe vafi -
; ed‘\o.\ Safet oangEGHapplneSS@@m efé (Wil diciajtnat G vernm?ts long e 6d shouid not be oF Beid Dt
& s U 1' Tspnee
Y45 cﬁané‘e i p causes,; and accorrngly aq experiente bath shewn, thatankind are more b.,;p‘“‘-’ g

tu—r ght( emse » by abolrshrng the@@ to whrch@ﬂmlg’ (-M.z{/

~ =N -fonafian of 3 d ustir "'T gﬂ?rrably} ~Cap

o0 : e:)rc /})\em under S abasTR spoxtsm it rs- right, it is to throw off S uJ(-' \-LD
AP nent t 2 S ardror their f sacurity.--Such has been the patié f

se w2 ) ernmen L andto provi 1ards¥or their future nacurity.--Such has been )1e patie @uﬁeran( r.‘)o At

EFFISY . gts%(So on g S add sugp is now the necessity which constrains them to alter ther, orme r‘Systems Z": r>o )
P T Y e o o T - e ST e wenn i o ¥Tof 16
. //b %%rﬁﬁqent Th hrstorv e resenKrng of Great Britain is afhistory of repeated injuries an..‘ﬂ“mm*_i‘:;;_“ 3 Go\)u:-mmc"ﬂ
S /uerrpatloner aII having in direct object the estabhshment of aniabsolute Tyranny-over these States. To Fo Bape #\O

; (E4v s 1™

EN“L"’ ‘. prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid worl e J AT Dot it
¢ 1f L(" P a\“w Rk 6(154’\'&1!7\ ant ans Tinose nas Fodnds K¢ st
t[s i

Hehas refused RS Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the@_ng‘/qood
H_e)has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of imnediate and pressing importance,
unless suspended in their operationdill hiscAssentishould be obtained} and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. ~— 21sE ns FacT in flnticte 3
lcfg has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of Iarge/.@t%—ts)of people,
uniess those people wou g@éﬁwgwsﬁthe right of Representationiin the(C&gislatiire, a right

inestimable to them g (f_dr_mjdéblei_otyraT)only/ ,,,,,, Timé /Fu‘-’um.«'?
@has called toget er legislative bodies at places unusual, ungomfortab?and Wistanbfrom

the depository.6f their public Records, for the sole purpose- offatlgurnq/them into compliance

with his measures. ,,,, agome E\Jt L >01-F._Mau, (h)»l»y
@hastist‘ﬁ[yTeE/Representativegﬂouses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his

C1Tizems ( eemmounsd wém,m)
INANDTAMTS

{nvasion® on the rights of th 3 ;
He has refused for a{ after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elecied;

wh wy t ati { + of ar | :
fan oril i £ ir et t of
’D?"JPE‘L ) L — N
fe e |nvas|on from v wrtﬁout/\'and “WZulsions withingy - AaTiclE & RVSIdG WATEAgox S\s.r.r.a,-d

NOE M=
P rer

_“jﬁf these States; for that purpose obstructing }4,_._&
; refusing to pass others to encgur rage tn{err P oo mEAT
migrations hither, iSing the Bndiions f@mmfands wvted *
@has obstructed7 he Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
establrshrnnguglcr powers.
@E has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salarie<
@e)has erected a mithitiida gf Naw ...,‘gg‘g and sent hither swarmis of Officergto harr==<
our people, and €a. vur wicEunodnce
WATE N

o +# , LIy oHE musT F”LST(::J/I‘Z’ML
V=08 PHPE/L H 7q " 1o ool mars MANS S0Rs /S TANES "

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/print_friendly.php?flash=true&page=transcript&doc=2&titl... 9/5/2017



