
RICK SCOTT 
Governor 

November 17,2015 

Honorable Ken Burke 
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 
Pinellas County Courthouse 
315 Court Street, 5th Floor 
Clearwater, Florida 33756 

Attention: James Bachteler, Deputy Clerk 

Dear Mr. Burke: 

KEN DETZNER 
Secretary of State 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 
electronic copy of Pinellas County Ordinance No. 15-42, which was filed in this office on November 17, 
2015. 

Sincerely, 

Ernest L. Reddick 
Program Administrator 

ELR/lb 

R. A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
Telephone: (850) 245-6270 • Facsimile: (850) 488-9879 

www.dos.state.fl.us 



Bachteler, James J 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Attachments: 

Bryant, Linda C. [Linda.Bryant@DOS.MyFiorida.com] 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 11 :30 AM 
Bachteler, James J 
County Ordinances 
Pinellas20151117 _Ordinance2015_15_ 42_Ack.pdf 

The Department of State is committed to excellence. 
Please take our Customer Satisfaction Survey. 
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PINELLAS COUN'IY ORDINANCE NO. 15- _1L_ 

AN ORDINANCE OF Tim COUNTY OF PINEU.AS AMENDING CH.AYmR 
14 OF 'I'HB PINElLAS COUNTY CoDE ("CODEj Rm.A TING TO 
ANIMALs; ADDING A NEW SEC110N 14·38 TO THE CODE REL.ATING 
TO IRRESPONSIBLE PBT OWNERs; PROVIDING FOR SEVBRABn.ITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CoDIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR AREA EMBilACBD; 
PROVIDING FOR Fn.ING, PROVIDING FOR AN EFF.ECI'JVE DATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNlY COMMISSIONERS OF 

PINELLAS COUNTY) FLORIDA, in meeting duly assembled this lOth day of November, 

2015, that: 

Section 1. Chapter 14 of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended by adding Section 14-38 
to read as follows: 

Sec. 14-38 Irretponafble Pet Owner 

The pmpose of this section is to protect the citizens and anima]s ofPineDas County ftom the 
risks and expenses resulting from individuals who repeatedly fail to care responsibly for their 
domestic anjma)s. 

L For the purposes of this section, the following tenns shall be defined as follows: 

a. Conviction shall include a finding of guilt in an advemarial proceeding or a plea 
of&'guiltf' or "no contest"; 

b. Animal Safety and Welfare VW/ation shall mean a violation of any of the 
following provisions of this code: 14-30 (except for violations based on excessive 
noise); 14--31; 14--32; 14-33; 14-34; 14-35; 14-61; 14-63; 14-64. 

ll. Jn-esponsib/e Pet Ownu Class 1: A person with two previous convictions for Animal 
Safety and Welfare Violations OCCUlring on separate dates, who commits a third 
Animal Safety and Welfare Violation within 24 months of the date of offense of the 
earliest of the three violations, may be charged with a violation of this section, 
punishable by a minimum fine of$300. 

ill. Irresponsible Pet Ownu Class H : When a person meets the conditions for an 
Irresponsible Pet Owner Class I violation, and the cimDnstanccs of the most recent 

violation evidence a knowing refusal to comply with this oode or to take corrective 
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actions, he or she may be charged as an Irresponsible Pet Owner Class n under this 
paragraph, punishable by a minimum fine of $400. 

IV. Upon conclusion of any appeal, or the expiration of any right to an appeal, a person 
who has a conviction for an Irresponsible Pet Owner Class D violation shall, for a 
period of three years after the date of the most recent conviction. be subject to the 
following regulations: 

a. Any owned dogs or cats shall be spayedlneutc:rcd and micro-chipped within 30 
days 

b. Any owned dogs or cats shall be subject to an Irresponsible Pet Owner license fee 
established in accordance with this code and applicable law 

c. The owner shall not become the owner of any new dogs or cats, and no licenses 
will be issued fur newly acquired dogs or cats. 

Sea. l.f-.39- 14-45. - Resel'Vecl 

Section 2. SeverabDity. 

In the event that any court having jurisdiction over any case arising under this section 
determines that any subsection or other provision of this section is invalid for any reason, the 
remaining subsections or other provisions shall continue to be in full force and effect, and 
towards that end the Board of County Commissioners declares this section and its subsections 
and other provisions to be sevenble. 

Section 3. Cod.J.fication. 

It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners that the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Pinellas County Code; and that the sections of 
this Ordinance may be renumbered or ro-lettcred to conform to the uniform system of the Code, 
and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section'\ "article", or such other appropriate word 
or phrase in order to accomplish such intentions. 

Section 4. Areas Embraced. 

Pursuant to Section 2.01 of the Pinellas Connty Charter, this Ordinance shall be effective 
in the incorporated as well as unincorporated areas of the County. 
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Section 5. FillDg of Ordhaanee; Effective Date. 

Pursuant to Section 125.66(2), Florida Statutes, a certified copy of this Ordinance shall be filed 
with the Department of State by the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners within ten (10) 
days after enactment by the Board of Col.Dlty Commissioners. This Ordinance shall become 
effective upon filing of the Ordinance with the Department of State. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF PINELLAS 

I, KEN BURKE, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Ex-officio Clerk to the Board of County 
Commissioners, in and for the State and County aforesaid, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Pinellas County, Florida, on November 10, 2015 relative to: 

PJNELLAS COUN1Y ORDINANCE NO. 15-_!L_ 

AN ORDINANCE OP Tim CoUNTY OF PINELLAS AMENDING CHAPTER 
14 OF THE PINElLAS CouNTY CoDE {''CoDE") RELATING TO 

ANIMALs; ADDING A NEW SECfiON 14-38 TO Tim CODE RELATING 

TO !RR.ESPONSIBLE PBT OWNERs; PROVIDING FOlt SEVERABILITY; 

PROVIDING FOR CoDIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR AREA EMBRACED; 
PROVIDING FOR Fn..ING, Plt.OVIOINO FOR AN EFFBCTIVB DATE. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and official seal this November 16, 2015 

{ 

KEN BURKE 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and Ex-officio Clerk to the 
Boa of County Comq1issioners 

"Lv• (/\ I 
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Ken Burke, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller 
Norman D. Loy, Deputy Clerk, Board Records Department 

(727) 464-3458 

Pinellas 

PIN201511116_0rdinance2015_15-42 

Deputy Clerk I Notary Public I Records Specialist Ill 
Documents Management Group 
Board Records Department I Finance Division 
Office of Ken Burke, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller 
Pinellas County, Florida 
315 Court St., 5th Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756 
(727) 464-4749 I Fax (727) 464-4716 
www.mypinellasclerk .org 
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