





ORDINANCE NO. 16-37

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF PINELLAS,
PROVIDING THAT THE PINELLAS COUNTY CODE BE
AMENDED BY ADDING ARTICLE XIV. (“OIL AND GAS
WELL STIMULATION”) TO CHAPTER 58
(“ENVIRONMENT”); PROVIDING THAT WELL
STIMULATION ACTIVITIES INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO HYDRAULIC FRACTURING, ACID
FRACTURING, AND MATRIX ACIDIZING BE
PROHIBITED COUNTYWIDE; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners (the “Board™) has
demonstrated a lasting commitment to protection of the health of its residents and visitors; and

WHEREAS, the Board has likewise demonstrated a lasting commiwnent to protection of
the environment with a swrong focus on water resources such as the Floridan Aquifer; and

WHEREAS, Pinellas County is the most densely populated county in the State, making
its residents and visitors exceptionally susceptible to harm from damage to the local environment;
and

WHEREAS, hydraulic fracturing, acid fracturing, and matrix acidizing (together
commonly referred to as “Well Stimulation” or “Fracking”), are increasingly being used across
the country to collect oil and gas by injecting fluids into underground rock formations; and

WHEREAS, Well Stimulation became a focal point of concern in Florida in January 2014,
after a Texas drilling company, the Dan A. Hughes Company, was found performing Well
Stimulation at an oil well permitted by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
(“FDEP”) in Collier County (the “Collier Hogan Well”), which led to a highly-publicized legal
dispute involving Collier County, FDEP, and the Dan A. Hughes Company; and

WHEREAS, although an FDEP permit is required for drilling oil and gas wells, no
separate FDEP permit is required for Well Stimulation; and

WHEREAS, following the aforementioned legal conflict over the Collier Hogan Well,
which ultimately resulted in the Dan A. Hughes Company shutting down the Collier Hogan Well,
the Florida Legislature considered adopting a bill in March 2016, HB 191/SB 318, which outlined
a state regulatory scheme for Well Stimulasion and preempted local governments from regulating
Well Stimulation with narrow exceptions; and

WHEREAS, following the aforementioned legal conflict over the Collier Hogan Well,
Brevard, Broward, Seminole, Volusia, and Wakulla counties adopted ordinances banning Well


























